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OUR HISTORY

In 1997 , th e Kirkpatrick Foundation con ven ed  a  m eeting o f faculty from th e various arts departm ents of 
public and private universities and c o lle g e s in O klahom a. T he purpose w as to identify resou rces and 
p o ssib le  collaborative opportunities that w ould ultim ately heighten  O klahom a’s  cultural education clim ate. 
T he group continued to m eet regularly, and over tim e friendsh ips and partnerships w ere d evelop ed  am ong  
cam p us faculty o f singular institutions a s  w ell a s  am ong faculty a cro ss institutional lines.

A strateg ic planning p ro cess led to th e form alization o f th is group o f outstanding and d ed icated  lead ers in 
higher ed u cation . T he DaVinci Institute, estab lish ed  in 1998  a s  a 501 (c)(3 ) not-for-profit, functions a s  an  
O klahom a think-tank w h o se  m ission  is  to  prom ote a statew id e creative ren a issan ce through lectures, 
w orkshops, professional developm ent, research  and ad vocacy.

During th e first few  years o f operation, th e DaVinci Institute focu sed  on three primary goals: 1) im proving K- 
12 education , 2) sharing arts resou rces, and 3) raising public a w a ren ess o f arts and cultural offerings at 
higher education  institutions. To begin  their collaborative work in K-12 education, the DaVinci Institute 
received  funding from th e Kirkpatrick Foundation for a joint research  project that resulted in th e initiation o f 
O klahom a A+ S ch oo ls. A+ S ch o o ls is a  w hole sch oo l reform m odel w hich m aintains that tw o-w ay integration  
of th e arts in curriculum p lays a  central role in how  children team .

With start-up funds from the Kirkpatrick Foundation, O klahom a A+ S ch o o ls b egan  in O klahom a during the 
2002 -0 3  acad em ic year with 14 elem entary sch o o ls and h a s grown to include 31 sch o o ls throughout 
O klahom a in 2005 -0 6 . T his nationally recogn ized  program  now  o p era tes within th e University o f Central 
O klahom a in Edm ond, O klahom a.

A nother effort to  accom plish  th e se  g o a ls w a s ach ieved  through the ongoing DaVinci Lecture S er ies which 
brings nationally and internationally recogn ized  education exp erts to O klahom a on a quarterly b a sis to share  
th e m ost current thinking on relevant arts and cultural top ics with com m unity stakeholders. This lecture 
se r ie s  provides opportunities for p rofessional d evelopm en t for ed u cators and stu d en ts statew ide. S in ce  
2 0 0 1 , the se r ie s  h as included su ch  distinguished  sp eak ers a s  Dr. Richard Florida, P rofessor o f R egional and  
E conom ic P olicy from C arnegie M ellon University; Dr. Bulent Atalay, P rofessor o f P h ysics and author from  
Mary W ashington C ollege and th e U niversity o f Virginia; Barbara Shepherd, Director o f the Partners in 
Education Program  from th e John F. K ennedy C enter in W ashington D.C.; Elliot W . E isner, Stanford  
University; Sir Ken R obinson, Sen ior A dvisory to th e J. Paul G etty Trust; Dr. Brian Lang, Principal and V ice- 
C hancellor, U niversity o f St. A ndrew s, Scotland; David Kennard, docum entary film m aker and president and 
co-founder o f Independent C om m unication A sso c ia tes, Inc; and N elson  Shanks, internationally renow ned  
portraitist.

In an attem pt to en cou rage O klahom a’s  b est and brightest ed u cators, th e DaVinci Institute estab lish ed  the 
DaVinci S ch olars program . O utstanding graduates from O klahom a co lleg e s and universities are recognized  
for their creative teach in g m ethods and inspiration for stu d en ts in classroom s o f O klahom a sch o o ls. DaVinci 
S ch olars teach  in both rural and urban O klahom a sch o o ls providing an en h anced  and creative educational 
atm osp here for both stu d en ts and co llea g u es. Their exem plary teach in g lea v es a  legacy  of educational 
ex cellen ce  in th e se  com m unities.

T he future for th e DaVinci Institute is a s  bright a s  its p ast accom plishm ents. Through an ongoing strategic 
planning p ro cess that b egan  during th e sum m er o f 2004 , an expanded  vision  and g o a ls h ave b een  
em braced  and a  form al strategic plan is being im plem ented to direct th e Institute to incorporate all fa ce ts of 
creativity in O klahom a’s  education. T he DaVinci Institute is a  unique organization in both its m ission  and its 
collaborative com position.

T he DaVinci Institute, “O klahom a’s  Creativity Think-Tank,” will work with O klahom a’s  stakeholders to 
expand the creative p ro cess on d iverse horizons, building a network o f educators and thinkers that will allow  
op en  d iscu ssion  into creativity a cro ss all d iscip lines. DaVinci Institute and O klahom a A+ S ch oo ls have 
d evelop ed  an exciting partnership with O klahom a Educational T elevision  Authority in th e developm ent o f the 
O klahom a Creativity Project, w hich will ultim ately fo cu s national attention on the creativity gen erated  by 
O klahom ans and their com m unities.

In 2006 , the DaVinci Institute will m aintain its fo cu s on creativity, im agination, and innovation in fulfilling its



m ission to prom ote a  statew ide creative ren aissan ce and to recogn ize the creativity o f O klahom ans. To 
ach ieve th e se  goa ls, DaVinci will continue to build academ ic and com m unity partnerships, program m ing, 
and public aw aren ess to nurture the Arts, S cien ces, Hum anities, and Education in Oklahom a a s  th e se  fields 
undergo transform ations in the Twenty-First Century.

Working with our partners in the Oklahom a Creativity Project, DaVinci will b ecom e the central clearinghouse 
to docum ent Oklahom a’s  own creativity by estab lish ing an online O klahom a Creativity Directory and will host 
a ser ie s o f forum s and con feren ces that focu s on im agination, creativity, and innovation. T h ese sym posia  
will feature local, national, and international sp eak ers recognized for their forward thinking and insight into 
th e se  topics. Prom oted regionally, nationally, and internationally, th e se  even ts will play an important role in 
enhancing aw aren ess o f O klahom a a s  both a  major national resou rce and a  highly desirable location to live, 
work, and raise fam ilies.

U sing the them e, “N ew  M edia,” DaVinci Institute initiatives include a  m edia fair, public lectures, and m aster 
c la sse s  that explore the ever-changing, innovative, and creative world o f technology and its im pact.

T he DaVinci Institute will award the first DaVinci F ellow s Award in 2006 . Acting on the prem ise that creative 
thought and insight are fundam ental com ponents o f extraordinary scholarship, invention, teaching, and 
perform ance a cross acad em ic d isciplines, th is award recogn izes Oklahom a higher education faculty w h ose  
accom plishm ents reflect a creative approach and a high d egree o f innovation to com plex issu e s  and have 
m ade a significant contribution to their acad em ic discipline.

For m ore information, p lea se  visit our w eb site at www.davinciok.org. or contact Ms. Billi Kaye M eacham , 
E xecutive Director, DaVinci Institute, P.O . Box 108850, O klahom a City, OK 73101, Phone: (405) 225-9134.
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