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“But we…”
“Look: You don’t need it, there’s hardly
any of you left.” The Kobald leisurely
extended an arm and clasped Tarak’s goblet of
ale. He drew it to his lips and sipped at it
casually. From the expression on his gritty
face, he appeared to be pleased with the taste.
“We’ve gotten tired of living in caverns,
sleeping on rocks. We’d like to fill in some of
your vacant lodgings.”
“You want to live with us?”
“Why not? We’d like to learn more about
how you built this place.” The Kobald smiled,
its crimson eyes narrowing into narrow slits.
“It would be fair compensation for what your
ancestors did to mine, don’t you think?”
“I suppose…” Tarak gradually lowered his
dagger. Urik, standing beside him, scratched
his head.
“Maybe we could even help you get some
of your equipment working again – seems like
things have started to fall apart around here.”
“Maybe…”
“I know all this is rather sudden – and I’m
sure you need to discuss things with your

governing council.” The Kobald stood,
bowing in respect. “We will take our leave
now, and we will give you some time to think
things over.”
“Fine…”
“Our attaché will be in contact with you to
negotiate a settlement.” Moving at a snail’s
pace, the band of Kobalds filed back into the
corridor. “It’s been a pleasure meeting you.”
Moments later, Tarak and Urik still stood
shaking on the long table beneath the vast
painting in the middle of the Great Hall of
Ahkurst. The other Elders had apparently
scattered throughout the network of tunnels,
and probably cowered in the shadows awaiting
gruesome and violent deaths.
Tarak sheathed his dagger and sat down on
the edge of the table.
“So much for the glory of battle,” Tarak
mused.
“It’s a strange, new world,” Urik admitted,
sitting down beside his friend. “Do you think
the dragons have ambassadors and mediators,
too?”
<End>
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