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Wellness Center Dedicated
SIVOSU held a dedication 

ceremony in honor of the 
new Wellness Center that was 
finished in 2005.

The ceremony was held 
on December 2, 2005 on the 
campus of SWOSU. About 
300 people attended the event. 
Among those who took part 
in joining President John 
Hays in the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony were: State Regent 
Steve Poag, Oklahoma Higher 
Education Chancellor Paul 
Risser, State Regent Jimmy

Harrel, State Regent Joe Anna 
Hibler, Oklahoma Supreme 
Court Justice Yvonne Kauger, 
and SWOSU Vice President 
Tom Fagan. Oklahoma State 
Representative James Covey 
also joined in (lie ribbon 
ceremony.

Close to $40,000 was raised 
at the event. The money will 
be put into a fund to complete 
the west wing of the Wellness 
Center. The project will take 
approximately $1 million to 
complete the center.

The 72,000 square-foot 
Wellness Center houses three 
regulation size basketball 
courts with all-purpose 
flooring, a rock climbing 
wall, a walking track and 
cardiovascular workout area. 
There is also a health food bar.

Also, the center includes 
a number of classrooms and 
offices for student counseling, 
university nurse and the 
intramural department.

by Jayme Reichert

Dedication o f the new Wellness Center took place Dec. 2. Around 300 people attended the event. 
Among those joining SWOSU President John Haps (front left) for the ribbon-cutting ceremony were 
(far left) State Regent Steve Poag, (fourth from left and continuing on the front row ) Oklahoma 
Higher Education Chancellor Paul Risser, State Regent Jimmy Harrel, State Regent Joe Anna lliblcr, 
Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Yvonne Kauger and SWOSU Vice President Tom Fagan. Oklahoma 
State Representative James Covey (fourth from left in back row) w as also among the people who 
joined the ribbon-cutting picture.



S t u d e n t s  try ou t the clim bing w a ll located inside the new W ellness Center.

W eather and other delays 
extended the w a it fo r  the 
W ellness Center to open, 
but it fina lly  did in the fa ll 
semester.
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Focusing in on SWOSU
capital campaign continues

Doug Baker ( le ft) of Cu shing recently gave $5,000 to the SW OSU Pharmacy Foundation in 
Weatherford as part of the U niversity's FOCUS fundraising campaign. Baker is a 1984 graduate 
o f SW OSU. Accepting fo r  SW O SU  is  Dr. D avid  Ralph, associate dean o f  the SW OSU College
o f Pharmacy.

SWOSU alum ni can now 
drive by and see their alma 
m ater looking quite different 
thanks to their ow n generous 
donations. SWOSU's $5 
m illion FOCUS cam paign is 
fully up and running. Now 
more than ever you can see 
w hat is taking shape.

One donor to the cam paign, 
Doug Baker, said, "SWOSU 
gave me a great education and 
an excellent opportunity  to 
provide for my family. You 
really d on 't realize the big 
picture w hen you 're 18 to 22

years old. Thanks SWOSU for 
a great educational foundation 
to step out in the w orld and 
succeed."

John Hays, president of 
SWOSU, said the University is 
thankful for the donors.

"A dditional funding 
provided by those w ho believe 
in the services that SWOSU 
has to offer really does m ake a 
difference," H ays said.

The cam paign is focusing on 
four areas, including academ ic 
program s for enrichm ent, 
scholarships, wellness and

athletic complexes, and 
d e fe rred /p lan n in g  giving.

One major m ilestone 
for the cam paign w as the 
com pletion and grand opening 
of SW OSU's Wellness Center. 
The center provides students 
three basketball courts, rock 
climbing, physical fitness 
m achines, along w ith  m uch 
more.

For fu rther inform ation 
about the FOCUS cam paign, 
call the SWOSU Foundation 
Office at (580) 774-3267.

by Julie Fite
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Amarillo Couple Donates $100,000
donation establishes pharmacy scholarship

Jerry and M argaret H odge o f  A m a rillo  recen tly  d o n a t e d  

$100,000 to  SW O S U  to  se t up a p r a c t i c e  g r a n t  f u n d  f o r  
pharm acy majors.

SWOSU has received a $100,000 
check from Jerry and M argaret H odge of 
Amarillo, Texas.

Jerry H odge is a 1965 g raduate  of the 
SWOSU College of Pharmacy.

The gift will be used to establish 
a scholarship fund w ith the SWOSU 
Pharm acy A lum ni Foundation. The Jerry 
and M argaret H odge Practice G rant Fund 
will be for deserving students in the 
College of Pharmacy.

"This w onderful gift is a great 
com plim ent and statem ent of support  
by one of our loyal pharm acy graduates 
to the future of the SWOSU College of 
Pharmacy," said Patti H arper, alum ni 
and developm ent officer for the SWOSU 
College of Pharmacy. "Tire donation is 
a vote of confidence for the continued 
advancem ent of pharm acy education for 
SWOSU students."

Hodge said the family gave the gift, 
because SWOSU is a great university  and that 
m any family m em bers are a lum ni, including 
his mother. H odge received the SWOSU 
D istingu ished  A lum nus Award in 1979.

" This is truly a very generous gift," SWOSU 
President John Hays said. "We are grateful to 
the H odges and know  that m any studen ts will 
benefit in the future from this act of kindness."

H odge is currently chairm an of M axor 
National Pharm acy Services C orporation, the 
successor com pany to M axor Drug, w hich he 
purchased in 1966. At the tim e of purchase, 
M axor D rug was a single retail pharm acy in 
dow ntow n Amarillo. U nder H odge 's leadership 
M axor has evolved into a nationw ide provider 
of integrated pharm acy services, w ith  divisions 
in correctional healthcare, pharm acy benefit 
m anagem ent, mail order, infusion therapy, 
specialty injectables, inpatient and outpatien t 
pharm acy m anagem ent, and pharm acy 

 counseling.

H e  has been active in Am arillo civic activities, 
serving tw o term s as M ayor of Am arillo and  two 
term s as city councilm an on the A m arillo City 
Com m ission. H e has served as presiden t of the 
Texas State Board of Pharmacy, vice chairm an 
of the Texas D epartm ent of Corrections and 
chairm an of the Texas Board of C rim inal Justice.

In add ition  to his various business and  civic 
activities, H odge operates the H igh C ard Ranch 
in  Donley C ounty  (TX), w hich is devoted to the 
preservation of Texas Longhorn cattle and the 
ranching traditions of the old West.

H e and wife M argaret hav e four children— 
Jerry H eath  H odge, Ryan H odge, Sunny H odge- 
Cam pbell and Angela Serio. They also have five 
grandchildren.

The H odge gift is part of SWOSU's College 
of Pharm acy FOCUS cam paign, designed 
to address funding  priorities. The priorities 
include scholarships, academ ic enrichm ent, 
and endow m ents. A dditional inform ation is 
available at the Pharm acy Foundation at (580) 
774-3191 or the College of Pharm acy Alum ni 
and D evelopm ent Office at (580) 774-3190.
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Lassiter Pledges $10,000 to Campaign

John Lassiter, owner o f  Lassiter Drug in Del City, recently pledged $10,000 to 
the SW O SU  Pharmacy Foundation.

John Lassiter of Del 
City has pledged $10,000 
to the SWOSU Pharm acy 
Foundation in W eatherford 
as part of the university 's 
FOCUS fundraising 
campaign.

Lassiter, a 1963 graduate 
of SWOSU, is ow ner of 
Lassiter Drug, a specialty 
com pounding pharm acy 
w here pharm acists meet 
unique physician and patient 
needs. His daughter, Shonda, 
is a 1999 graduate  of SWOSU 
and is pharm acy m anager at 
Lassiter Drug.

The form er state 
representative is a past 
president of the O klahom a 
Pharm acy Association and a past president 
and board m em ber of the O klahom a Board of 
Pharmacy. He is also a m em ber of the Oklahom a 
County Pharm acists Association and the 
SWOSU Pharm acy Alum ni Association.

Lassiter w orked as a pharm acist after 
graduation until 1967 w hen he w as drafted and 
assigned to Irw in Arm y Hospital at Fort Riley, 
Kansas, w here he served until his discharge 
in 1969. Shortly after, he opened the doors of 
Lassiter Drug, which rem ained in the same 
location until 2004 w hen the store m oved to

its current state-of-the-art facility in Del City. 
Lassiter continues to participate in the SWOSU 
pharm acy practice program .

Lassiter's wife, Shirley, is a retired principal 
from M oore Public Schools.

SWOSU College of Pharm acy Dean David 
Bergman said Lassiter's gift is very im portant 
for enrichm ent for students.

The SWOSU College of Pharm acy is focusing 
on three areas during  the current FOCUS 
cam paign, including academ ic program  
enrichm ent, scholarships and the College of 
Pharm acy's m useum .

Abbots 
Donate 
to  Fund 

Students

Kent and Jalee A bbott of 
H ydro have donated $4,000 to 
the SWOSU Pharm acy Alum ni 
Foundation.

The Abbotts have designated 
that $2,000 will be used for the 
Abbott Family Scholarship that 
will benefit a third year practice 
studen t and the other $2,000 
for a PharmcareOK Scholarship 
that will benefit a second year 
pharm acy student.

Patti Harper, alum ni and 
developm ent officer for the 
SWOSU College of Pharmacy, 
said the gift is part of the 
College of Pharm acy FOCUS 
fundraising cam paign.

Both Kent and Jalee are 
lifetime m em bers of the 
SWOSU Pharm acy Alumni 
Association. The Abbotts 
said they w anted to m ake a 
contribution to the cam paign
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because SWOSU provided them w ith an 
education that allowed them to succeed.

"The Pharm acy School at SWOSU 
continues to attract students from 
families and tow ns that understand  
the im portance of helping others," 
the Abbotts said. "SWOSU produces 
pharm acists w ith a good w ork ethic."

Kent is a graduate  of Holdenville 
High School, while Jalee is a H ydro 
H igh School product. At one time, Jalee's 
family boasted the most active practicing 
pharm acists w ith nine family members.

SWOSU's FOCUS campaign is focusing 
on four areas, including academic program 
enrichment, scholarships, wellness and athletic 
complexes, and deferred/planning giving.
For additional information about the FOCUS 
campaign, call the SWOSU Foundation Office 
at (580) 774-3267. For information about giving 
to the College of Pharmacy, call the SWOSU 
Pharmacy Foundation at (580) 774-3191 or the 
SWOSU College of Pharmacy Alumni and 
Development Office at (580) 774-3190.

Browns Donate to Pharmacy Campaign

Pharmacy Foundation President Dr. H.F. Tim m ons (le ft)  accepts a $5,000 
g ift  from  Bob and Fatty Talbot Brown.

Bob W. and Tany Talbot Brown 
of Hale Center, Texas, have given 
$5,000 to the SWOSU Pharm acy 
Foundation in W eatherford. The 
gift is part of SWOSU's FOCUS 
fundraising cam paign. Accepting 
the gift for SWOSU w as Dr.
H.F. Timmons, president of the 
SWOSU Pharm acy Foundation 
Board of Directors.

Tany is a 1960 graduate  and 
Bob is a 1962 graduate  of SWOSU.
Tany is originally from Olustee,
O klahom a, and Bob is originally 
from Pampa, Texas.

Bob is the ow ner of three 
pharm acies, one in Hale 
Center and tw o in Lubbock,
Texas, while Tany is a retired 
pharm acist w ho spent m ost 
of her career in institutional 
pharmacy. The Browns were 
excited to help the SWOSU fundraising 
cam paign.

“SWOSU gave me the education to pursue 
a fulfilling career," Bob said. "I feel SWOSU 
is doing a great job in p reparing  studen ts for
success."

Tany said their gift will perhaps help some 
young person prepare to w ork in a career which 
has m eant so m uch to her.

Both Bob and Tany were active students

during  their collegiate careers at SWOSU. Bob 
served as treasurer of Phi Delta Chi and w as 
active in the s tuden t chapter of the A m erican 
Pharm acy A ssociation and the Baptist S tudent 
Union. Tany w as a cheerleader, served as charter 
president of K appa Epsilon and w as active in 
APhA, S tudent Senate and the Baptist S tudent 
Union.

Bob and Tany have one daughter, Holly, 
and a son-in-law, Rick Turner. They have one 
g randdaughter, Erin.
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6-Year-0ld Donates 
t o  SWOSU

W eatherford's Cassidy M oses recently became SW O SU 's  
youngest donor. The 6-year-o ld  kindergarten s tu d en t  
made a $1 donation to the SW O SU  Foundation, because 
she w a n ted  to help k id s  go to school. A ccepting  the 
donation were (left) SW O SU  President John H ays and  
Foundation Executive Director Jim Waites.

SWOSU recently received a 
donation from its youngest-ever 
donor.

W eatherford 6-year-old 
Cassidy Moses recently 
presented $1 to SWOSU 
President John H ays and 
SWOSU Foundation Director 
Jim Waites, because she w anted 
to "help kids go to school."

The w hole story started w hen 
Moses' grandm other, Carol 
Moses, was babysitting Cassidy.
Carol had a m eeting at the 
university.

"Isn 't that w here Uncle Jim 
(Waites) works?" Cassidy asked 
her grandm other.

She then w anted to know 
w hat Uncle Jim did at the 
university. Carol thought about 
the best way to answer, so she 
told Cassidy that Uncle Jim 
collects m oney to help kids go to school.

Cassidy thought for aw hile and then 
proudly told her g randm other that she 
had some extra money, and she w anted 
to help kids go to school.

Of course, G randm a Carol thought 
that was a nice gesture. She ignored 
C assidy's intention thinking she w ould 
forget. But, she d idn 't.

"I tried talking her out of it," Moses 
said. "I told her to keep her m oney for 
w hen she goes to college. But, Cassidy 
w ouldn 't budge. She w as bound and 
determ ined to give that dollar to 
SWOSU."

So, Cassidy recently visited the

SWOSU cam pus after her k indergarten 
class to present the $1 to the SWOSU 
Foundation. She told President Hays and 
Uncle Jim that she told all the kids in her 
kindergarten  class that she was going to 
college that day.

"Of course she's m y granddaughter, 
but she is a very thoughtful person," 
Carol said.

Cassidy is the daugh ter of Jeff and 
Krystal Moses of W eatherford. Her 
g randfather is Rob Moses, w ho is the 
husband of Carol.

"This is one of the m ost heart­
touching donations we have ever 
received," Hays said.
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Former Weatherford Resident Donates
SWOSU's Pharm acy Alum ni 

Foundation has received 
a $10,000 gift from form er 
W eatherford resident Smith 
Wycoff, w ho now  lives in 
Eufaula.

Patti H arper, alum ni and 
developm ent officer for the 
SWOSU College of Pharmacy, 
said the gift is part of the 
College of Pharm acy FOCUS

fundraising cam paign.
Wycoff operated  a pharm acy 

in W eatherford for m any 
years until he retired. He w as 
nam ed the SWOSU College 
of Pharm acy O utstand ing  
A lum nus in 1996. He is 
a m em ber of the SWOSU 
Pharm acy A lum ni Foundation 
Board of Directors, and a 
lifetime m em ber of the SWOSU

Pharm acy Alum ni Association.
Wycoff, a 1967 graduate, 

has three children and four 
grandchildren. He is enjoying 
traveling and boating during  
his retirem ent years. Wycoff 
said he w anted to contribute to 
SWOSU, because he is thankful 
for w hat the College of 
Pharm acy did to prepare him 
for a career in pharmacy.

Medco Contributes $5,000 to Program
M edco H ealth Solutions 

of Fort Worth, Texas, recently 
contributed $5,000 to the 
SWOSU College of Pharm acy 
Scholarship Fund.

"Through the years, M edco 
has encountered m any 
successful stories from SWOSU 
College of Pharm acy graduates 
w ho have joined our com pany 
fulfilling their career am bition 
as pharm acists," said Ross 
Luce, director of pharm acy

practice for Medco.
"It is im portan t for M edco 

to play an active role in 
supporting  the SWOSU 
pharm acy program , and we 
look forw ard in the future 
to fu rther strengthening 
our m utually  enriching 
relationship."

By providing scholarship 
funding, M edco is fulfilling the 
goals of its U niversity Level 
Support Program  to advance

pharm acy train ing w ith 
selected colleges com m itted 
to educating studen ts for the 
areas of professional pharm acy 
practice.

SWOSU College of 
Pharm acy D ean Dr. David 
Bergman said the active role 
that M edco is taking w ith

SWOSU is greatly 
appreciated. The gift will 
benefit deserving pharm acy 
studen ts at SWOSU.

Threadgill Leaves $50,000 Gift
SWOSU recently received a $50,000 gift from 

the estate of Elby (Ward) Threadgill of Wichita 
Falls, Texas.

Mrs. Threadgill passed aw ay earlier this year.
The gift will be used to establish a scholarship 

fund w ith the SWOSU Foundation in the nam e 
of Threadgill and her late husband, Edw ard. The 
gift will be know n as the Edw ard and Elby Ward 
Threadgill Language Arts Endow ed Scholarship 
Fund and will be restricted for students w ith 
majors in English or speech.

Threadgill was born in Shattuck and was 
a 1944 graduate of Shattuck High School. She

attended  O klahom a 
Baptist U niversity for 
tw o years and transferred 
to SWOSU w here she 
received degrees in 
English and  speech.
After her retirem ent 
from teaching, and since 
education w as one of her priorities in life, she 
volunteered for over 30 years to raise m oney for 
scholarships for the Sheppard  Air Force Base in 
Wichita Falls. She m arried  Edw ard in 1947, and 
he preceded her in death  in M arch 1992.
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Harper Named Pharmacy Alumni 
and Development Director

P a tti Harper

The new Alumni and Development 
Officer for the College of Pharmacy at 
SWOSU is Patti Harper. Not only is 
she the new Alumni and Development 
officer, she also is administering the 
development plans and alumni events 
for the College of Pharmacy.

The Pharmacy Alumni Association 
and the College of Pharmacy hosted 
pharmacy alumni dinners in Abilene, 
Texas; Amarillo, Texas; Ardmore; Fort 
Smith, Arkansas; Fort Worth, Texas; 
Lawton, Ponca City and Stillwater 
during 2005. They also hosted a 50- 
Year Pharmacy Graduate Recognition 
Ceremony and a 10-Year Class 
Reunion along with an Open House 
on Homecoming Day. They also 
hosted pharmacy alumni dinners i n |  
Dallas, Texas; McAlester, Guymon, 
and Odessa, Texas, during the spring of 
2006

Har per is also helping with the 
efforts of the SWOSU The Focus 
Fundraising campaign. The campaign

is designed to address the future of the 
College of Pharmacy with funding and 
advancement of pharmacy education 
with scholarships, academic enrichment, 
and endowm ents for the future. Several 
alumni have already donated to the 
campaign.

You can contact Patti Harper at the 
SWOSU College of Pharmacy Alumni & 
Development office at 580-774-3190 or e- 
mail her at patti.harper@ swosu.edu.

By Adrienne Frame

Pratt Donates Award to University
Pharmacist Kelly G. Pratt 

of Littlefield, Texas, recently 
won a leadership award from 
Leader Drug Stores and, as 
part of the award, designated 
SWOSU's School of 
Pharmacy to receive a $1,000 
scholarship to be given in 
Pratt's name.

Pratt was one of five 
pharmacists honored by the 
company. The purpose of

the leadership award is to 
recognize Leader member 
pharmacists who have 
demonstrated enthusiasm  
and commitment to 
independent pharmacy and 
their customers over the 
years. Pratt's award was in 
the field of technology.

Pratt is a 1982 graduate 
of the SWOSU School of 
Pharmacy.
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Overcoming natural disaster
On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf States. The destruction of the 

coast and the flooding of N ew  Orleans affected people across the country. Am ong those were 
current students, like Falante Hill of south Louisiana, and alumni, like Mike Sekul of Biloxi, 
Mississippi. These events set SWOSU students, staff and alumni in motion to help out. Here are 
just a few examples of what happened in the months after the devastation.

SWOSU Community Helps 
Hurricane Victims

Sham eika W illiam s hands President John 
H ays a check to send to the Am erican Red 
Cross Hurricane Katrina fund . W illiam s is 
president o f  the Collegiate A ctiin ties  Board, 
one o f  m any  s tu d e n t o rg a n iza tio n s  th a t  
coordinated relief efforts.

W hen disaster hit hom e soil this past year 
w ith H urricane Katrina, m any SWOSU students 
volunteered to help.

In September, the five residence halls at 
SWOSU had a com petition called Penny 
Wars. The object of the com petition w as to 
be the hall w ith the m ost points. The halls 
collected donations at the front desk and each 
denom ination of money was w orth  a different 
point. Pennies were w orth the most, and as

the value of m oney increased, it's po in t value 
decreased.

Also, helping H urricane Katrina victims 
w ere the SWOSU N ursing  Student Association. 
In October, these studen ts voted to donate the 
m oney that they received from the SWOSU 
H om ecom ing decorating contest to a shelter in 
O klahom a City that p rovided  help to evacuees. 
The senior nursing  studen ts also m ade silk 
bouquets to send to the victims.

H elping indiv idually  at the shelter 
w as nursing  studen t H eather H ursh, 
w ho cared for people from Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.

Roy Foust, another nursing  student, 
was activated w ith his reserve unit to 
provide security in N ew  Orleans.

M any studen t groups either 
donated  or collected items to send to 
N ew  Orleans. These groups included 
the Young Dem ocrats, Social Work 
Club, Biology Club and Phi Delta Chi. 
The studen t bookstore also donated  10 
percent of its sales to relief efforts.

by Carrie Carney
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H urricane K atrina H elp

Alum ni Cory W ilton  
and N ina M orris a t  
th e  L S U  M a d d o x  
Field H ouse Special 
Needs Shelter.
C o ry  W il to n  is  a 
pharm acist w ith  the 
US P u b lic  H e a lth  
S e r v i c e ,  I n d i a n  
H ealth  Service  and  
lea d  p h a rm a c is t in 
southern  L ouisiana  
fo r  the Public Health  
S e r v ic e  e f f o r ts  in  
Katrina relief.

Pharm acy Alumni Set Up Shelter
Rescue crews were sent to 

N ew  Orleans from across the 
United States to help with 
the Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts. Among the crowd 
was a group that represented 
Oklahoma, Weatherford and 
specifically SWOSU.

Many alumni, including 
Jim Luckie (1999), Paula Veach 
(1987), Cory Wilton (1991), 
Scott Hawkins (2003), Robert 
Mackey (1993), and Assistant 
Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
Nina Morris (1975), were 
deployed as medical teams 
to special needs shelters in 
Baton Rouge and Lafayette, 
Louisiana, for two weeks.

The teams consisted 
of physicians, nurses,

pharmacists, social workers, 
dieticians and safety officers.

Hurricane Katrina was 
the sixth strongest Atlantic 
hurricane ever recorded, 
according to Wikipedia, 
com. The nation knows the 
statistics of the great storm, 
but only those who were sent 
to the rescue know the true 
demolition that took place 
on the soil and in the heart of 
Louisiana.

The group's shelter was set 
up for people with medical 
problems that would require
special attention. They had 
people with diabetes, injuries 
from the hurricane, paralysis, 
chronic respiratory conditions 
and chronic heart conditions.

Everyone worked in 12 hour 
shifts in big tents. These tents 
were provided by the United 
States Public Health Service 
and housed not only medical 
personnel, but also emergency 
relief workers.

Nina Morris said her time in 
New Orleans was very moving.

"The most moving 
experience I had while I was 
there was when I got to see 
a family reunited," she said. 
"They hugged and kissed and 
cried, but then they started 
singing gospel songs. I don't 
think I've ever heard anything 
more beautiful or sung with 
more deep feeling than I heard 
that day."

—Lori Hatfield
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H u rric a n e  K a trin a  H e lp

Alumnus Coordinates Relief Efforts

SW O SU  alum nus Stacey Cannon poses w ith  S in  Sama Teyha. Siri w as a 
Nezv Orleans college studen t w ho w as displaced when her host fa m ily  lost 
their home in the flood. Cannon arranged fo r  Siri to transfer to SW O SU .

A lum nus Stacey Cannon helped coordinate fo o d  
and shelter efforts fo r  these and other evacuees. 
She also helped enroll children in new  schools 
am ong other tasks.

W hen H urricane Katrina 
hit N ew  O rleans in A ugust 
2005, SWOSU alum nus Stacey 
C annon (1999) w as unaw are 
of how  m uch she w ould 
contribute to the relief effort.

Her involvem ent sim ply 
began w ith helping serve 
meals to survivors at a local 
church, and then led to 
finding locations for the new ly 
displaced victims to find food 
and shelter throughout several 
affected areas.

Because of her determ ination 
and selfless effort, the Red 
Cross even contacted C annon 
requesting her to coordinate 
transportation for relief 
workers.

C annon also aided in getting 
free m edical services to the 
evacuees w ho w ere ill and in need, enrolling 
kids that were required to find new  schools, and 
com pleting several additional tasks for victims.

Thanks to C annon 's encouragem ent and 
effort, SWOSU is now  the new  hom e to a N ew  
Orleans transfer student, Siri Sama Teyha, from 
Cam eroon, Africa.

Siri once attended D elgado in N ew  Orleans,

bu t her host family had  lost their hom e in the 
hurricane. Siri then began to look elsew here to 
continue her education. C annon shared w ith 
Siri her experience at SWOSU, and helped  Siri 
enroll for classes on the W eatherford cam pus.

SWOSU provided  a new  start and  an open 
door for one student, w ith  a transfer that w as 
pleasant, uplifting and hopeful.

by Ashley Kehl
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Hurricane Katrina Help
Former SWOSU Quarterback 
Survives Hurricane Katrina

M ike Sekul s its  on the steps o f  w h a t used to be his 
home, which w as destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 
Seku l and h is g irlfriend  su rv ived  the s to rm  by  
grabbing a boat after they were sw ep t ou t o f  their 
house by a 20-foot wave.

Form er SWOSU quarterback, Mike Sekul, 
w ho now  resides in Biloxi, M ississippi, w as one 
of the m any individuals w ho felt the w rath of 
H urricane Katrina.

Sekul, w ho helped lead the Bulldogs to the 
National C ham pionship gam e in 1977, was 
throw n out of the w indow  of his house by a 20 
foot wave.

He and his girlfriend w ere able to survive 
the horrifying confrontation by grabbing on to a 
boat that w as floating by in the storm.

In a letter from Mr. Sekul to form er team m ate 
Rocky Powell, he expressed his current status 
by saying that he had lost everything, the only 
rem ains being his front and back steps. W hen 
view ing recent pictures of his house and lot, the 
look was more of a junkyard.

H urricane Katrina not only m ade its presence

felt in parts of M ississippi, but also in parts of 
Alabama and did  devastating dam age on the 
city of New Orleans, Louisiana.

by Glenn Jones



Alumni Sponsor Landscaping P ro jects
The year 2006 looks to be 

a big one for landscaping 
projects on the SWOSU 
cam pus. W ith the partnersh ip  
of alum ni and friends, the 
process of beautification nears 
an end.

With a com pletion date of 
fall 2006 for m ost landscaping 
projects, the 2003 goal is 
quickly becom ing reality.

C urrent projects include the 
landscaping of the Pharm acy 
Annex, the east entrance to 
Rankin Williams Fieldhouse, 
Stewart Hall and Neff Hall.

Previously com pleted 
landscaping developm ents 
have been a trem endous 
addition to the cam pus.

Finished landscaping ventures 
include the Education 
Building, Technology 
Buildings, C am pbell Building, 
the south  side of O klahom a 
Hall, Rogers and  Jefferson 
Halls entrances and  the corner 
of Public Safety.

Plans for landscaping have 
been p u t in place for the 2006 
year. The alum ni plans to 
p lan t 50 trees around  cam pus. 
Parking lot pocket beds placed 
at various locations around  
cam pus will fu rther beautify  
the cam pus. The south  
entrance of the Conference 
Center will undergo  the 
beautification process as well.

-Andrea Fleig
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Brandi Gateley 
Joins Alumni Office

Brandi G ateley

Brandi Gateley is the 
new  assistant director for 
alum ni and developm ent 
at SWOSU in W eatherford 

Gateley, originally 
from W eatherford, 
came to SWOSU after 
serving three years as 
office m anager at the 
Great Plains Family 
YMCA in W eatherford. 
She g raduated  from 
SWOSU in May 2005 
w ith a bachelor's degree 
in business m anagem ent

w ith a m inor in art.
She and her husband, 

Dylan, have a three- 
year-old son, Lane, and 
a one-year-old daughter, 
Maci. H er parents, M ark 
and Vicky Gregory, also 
live in W eatherford. The 
Gateleys are m em bers of 
the W eatherford Church 
of Christ.

Gateley will serve as 
an assistant to Jim Waites, 
w ho directs the A lum ni 
and Foundation offices

at SWOSU. Gateley will 
w ork prim arily  w ith 
the SWOSU A lum ni 
Association. She can be 
reached at (580) 774-3267 
or brandi.gatelevtfflswosu. 
edu

Former President Honored on 96th Birthday

Former SW O SU  President A l Harris ivith  current 
president Dr. John Hays and past president Dr. Joe Anna 
Hibler.

Former SWOSU President Al H arris was 
honored w ith  a small surprise celebration 
December 15, 2005, in honor of his 96th birthday.

Form er SWOSU President Joe A nna Hibler 
and current SWOSU President John Hays were 
am ong the participants w ho enjoyed cake 
and punch and then listened as Dr. H arris 
reminisced about his collegiate days.

H arris w as at SWOSU w hen the university 
had its largest grow th pattern. In 1960 w hen he 
became president, SWOSU had 1,871 students. 
By 1972, that num ber had  jum ped to 5,563, the 
university 's largest ever enrollm ent number. 
H arris rem ained president until 1975 w hen he 
retired.

H arris w as the first a lum nus of SWOSU 
to return  as its president. He graduated  from 
SWOSU in 1931 w ith a bachelor's degree 
and im m ediately accepted a position in the 
Custer City schools. By attending school in 
the sum m ers, he com pleted requirem ents for 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and also acquired

enough hours in various fields of study to 
qualify for majors in m athem atics, science, 
history, governm ent and industrial arts. D uring 
H arris' tenure, SWOSU built the Chemistry, 
Pharmacy, Physics Building, a new  library, an 
arts and science building, three dorm itories, a 
second cafeteria, a sw im m ing pool, and an office 
addition to the Physical Education Building.
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Alumni Golf Tournament Scheduled

June
24
S ilver
H orn
G o lf
Course

The SWOSU alum ni golf tournam ent 
will be held on Saturday, June 24 in 
O klahom a City at the Silver H orn Golf
Course.

On Friday the 23rd at the M arriot 
Hotel there will be a chance to 
m eet some of the alum ni 
and get to know  one 
another.

Jim Waites, host 
of the 13th annual 
alum ni mixer, 
said, "This year 
will be one of the 
best years that 
w e've ever had.
The tournam ent 
is one of his 
favorite events 
to do, because its 
a chance to see a 
lot of friends that are 
m em bers of the Alum ni 
Association w ho come from all 
over to play in the tournam ent.

"There will be cash prizes to the top 
three w inners, and over half the players

will receive som e prize so there is a good 
chance tha t you w ould  be a w inner," he 
said.

"There is usually  about 130 people 
that attend  the tournam ent, b u t you 

d o n 't have to be a m em ber 
to participate. The

tournam ent is open to 
anyone that w ould  

like to come and 
play and  the price 
to p lay is just $100, 
w hich includes 
lunch," Waites 
said.

The tournam ent 
will be catered 

by D uncan Taylor, 
director of SWOSU's 

auxiliary services, 
and  the beverages will 

be sponsored by Dobson 
Cellular.

To enter in the tournam ent, call 
Waites in the Institutional A dvancem ent 
Office at (580) 774-3267.

by Brian Justice

D a w q  D a te s  2 0 0 6

J
u
n
e

23 Alumni Golf Mixer at the 
Oklahoma City Marriott

24 Alumni & Friends Golf 
Classic, 8 a.m., Silverhorn 
Golf Course

A u g

23 Fall Semester Begins

S e p t

30 Parent's Day

O c t

12 Oktoberfest, Bricktown Brewery 
28 Homecoming
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Alumni Profile

Dodd's State Scenes Grace Capitol

A lum ni Jeff Dodd's mural "Black G old" is located in the R otunda o f  the O klahom a S ta te  Capitol.

Jeff Dodd saw m any O klahom a scenes while 
grow ing up in w estern O klahom a — oil fields, 
farms, ranches. He even w orked on the farm 
during sum m ers.

N ow  D odd 's depictions of those scenes grace 
the hallw ays of the O klahom a State Capitol in 
O klahom a City.

D odd received his Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from SWOSU in 1985. He w orked for his 
family's convenience store for three years before 
pursu ing  a m aster's  degree. He first w ent to 
Wichita State, then he studied figure draw ing 
intensively at the A rt's S tudent League and 
New York A cadem y of Art in 1988-89.

After returning to Oklahom a to w ork on a 
farm, the traveling artist w ent to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico for three years, teaching him self how  to 
paint. While he w as at Santa Fe, he show ed his 
w ork at Turner Carroll Gallery.

He m oved from New Mexico to Wichita,

Kansas, to w ork on his g raduate  program  in 
1995. He stayed for one sem ester before starting 
one of tw o m ural paintings for the O klahom a 
State Capitol. He com pleted "Black Gold" in 
1996 and then w ent on to com plete "We Belong 
To The Land" in 1998. They are hanging  at the 
O klahom a State Capital Great R otunda for 
everyone to see w hat O klahom a m eans to him.

His solo exhibits from 1991 to 2004 were 
in spots like W oodward, O klahom a City,
Tulsa, N orm an, Santa Fe, New Mexico, and 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. His group exhibits 
were from 1992-2003 in different m useum s and 
galleries. He also received several aw ards from 
1989-1996 for his work.

The traveling artist has settled dow n in Enid. 
He shows his w ork at M.A. D oran Gallery 
in Tulsa and M ainsite C ontem porary  Art in 
N orm an.

By Melody Bowen
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Alumni Achievements 
Span the U.S.

The above map show s the number o f  S W O S U  graduates in each state.

SWOSU graduates ' accom plishm ents 
extend from the icy Alaskan w ilderness to the 
tem perate Florida Keyes.

W hether build ing today 's  neoclassical 
motorcycles or lobbying for the gas industry  
of tomorrow, SWOSU graduates dem onstrate 
that Bulldog pride exists beyond C am pbell's 
hallow ed halls and the echo of the old stadium  
walls.

Mike Jones (1979) is Senior Vice President 
and Chief Inform ation Officer of Level 3

C om m unications in Broomfield, Colorado. Rick 
Shelby (1970) is vice presiden t of the Am erican 
Gas Association from  McLean, Virginia. His 
classmate, Brad Fitzgerald of W oodbury, 
M innesota, fabricates com ponents for Harley- 
D avidson motorcycles.

A pproxim ately 30,000 alum ni live and 
w ork  in the U nited States. Their jobs range from 
a scuba diving instructor off the coast of H awaii, 
to a top governm ent position in W yoming.

by Marshall Dougherty
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Alumni Notes

Peterson Promoted 
at Farm Bureau

Lori Kromer Peterson

Lori Kromer Peterson 
(1995) was recently promoted 
to the position of Vice 
President of Public Policy for 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau and 
Affiliated Companies.

Her career at Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau began in 
January 2002 as director 
of the national affairs and 
political education division  
within the Public Policy 
Department.

Peterson, a native of 
Hollis, graduated from 
Altus H igh School in 1992 
before attending SWOSU. She completed a bachelors 
degree in business administration with minors in 
marketing and speech, graduating in December 1995.

Peterson said her time at SWOSU played an 
important role in her success.

"Todd Boyd, director of Adm issions and 
Recruitment, show ed me the great opportunity that 
SWOSU offered w hen I visited him at a college fair 
and Mark Mouse, former director of Placement and 
Field Representation for SWOSU, offered me a job in 
the high school and college relations office where I 
m et outstanding students and faculty and developed  
my skills in speech and marketing."

A fter graduating from SWOSU, Peterson earned 
her law  degree from the University of Oklahoma in 
2000.

She and her husband Blaine, w ho is an attorney in 
O klahom a City, reside in Norman with their two- 
year-old son, Charlie.

by Cashlie Hines

DR. JOE B. THOM PSON has been 
appoin ted  visiting assistant professor 
of theatre at Illinois College, which 
is located in Jacksonville, Illinois. Dr. 
T hom pson 's academ ic background 
includes B.A. from SWOSU and M.A. 
and Ph.D. degrees from Texas Tech 
University.

TERRY MAXWELL, Leedey High 
School softball coach, has been elected 
to the O klahom a High School Fast- 
Pitch Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame. Maxwell, a 25-year coaching 
veteran, has coached at Leedey, Vici, 
Carm en-D acom a and Taloga. He has 
an overall record of 372-108. His team s 
have m ade the state tournam ent ten 
times. Maxwell is a g raduate  of Vici 
H igh School and SWOSU.

CHRISTINE REID has joined the 
law firm of H arrison and M ecklenburg, 
Inc., as an associate. Reid received 
a bachelor of science degree from 
SWOSU in 1992 and a law degree from 
O klahom a City U niversity in 1996. 
Following graduation, Reid w orked 
as an assistant district attorney in 
Garfield and Blaine counties. She is 
m arried to Kingfisher new spaperm an, 
Gary Reid, and has tw o children, Ellyn, 
9, and Robert, 6.

Pharm acy g raduate  RHONDA  
"©ERRICKSON NORTON of Dallas, 
fewas profiled in W om en's World 
M agazine for her efforts in saving 
the life of a Dallas man. Norton was 
w orking at a M edco Pharm acy when 
she had a telephone conversation w ith 
a m an w ho became ill during  the call. 
Her efforts to get medical attention 
to the m an earned her national 
recognition through an article in 
W omen's World M agazine.
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Aldrich Finishes at Top of Med School
SWOSU continues to produce 

ou tstanding  students year in and  year 
out. These w ords are from SWOSU 
graduate, Ryan Aldrich.

A ldrich is one of those top graduates. 
After leaving SWOSU in 2001, he 
a ttended the U niversity of O klahom a 
M edical School, w here he w as ranked in 
the top of his class w hen he finished in 
2005.

A ldrich said his four years at 
SWOSU helped him  develop skills and 
know ledge. A ldrich credits Ms. Ball's 
anatom y class and Dr. W olgam ott's 
classes that "peaked his interest in 
m edicine." W hen asked how  SWOSU 
best helped in preparing  him  for the 
overw helm ing m aterial in medical

school, A ldrich said, " Being a part of 
the excellent science departm en t and 
curriculum , and the prevailing a ttitude  at 
SWOSU is one of w orking together w ith 
peers and respecting others regardless of 
position."

As for any advice he w ould  give 
to others tha t aspire to attend  m edical 
school or any other professional school, 
Ryan suggests, "not to lim it yourself 
or feel like you are at a d isadvantage 
com ing from a sm aller state university."

Ryan is one great g raduate  ou t of 
h u n dreds others that credits m uch of 
their success to SWOSU. N eedless to say, 
w e can only expect m ore great ones to 
come.

by Maghin Merrill

Alumni Notes

CHRISTY FOUST, previously of 
Thomas, received the 2005 U pper 
Elem entary Teacher of the Year aw ard  at 
Sequoyah Public School District. Foust 
g raduated  from SWOSU in 2002 w ith 
a Bachelor of Science in Education. She 
com pleted her internship at W estside 
Elem entary School in Clarem ore. Christy 
has taught tw o years of fourth grade and 
is currently teaching her first year of fifth 
grade.

year career, Palm ore's basketball team s 
recorded a 305-187 record and m ade the 
state tournam ent three years. His 10-year 
football record at Hollis w as 66-46, w ith 
a runner-up  title in 1983. Palm ore has 
tw o sons, Stan, of Yukon and Dee and his 
wife, Susan, of Wichita Falls, Texas, and 
tw o grandchildren, Colin and  Katie, of 
W ichita Falls, Texas.

LARRY PALMORE w as recently 
inducted into the O klahom a Coaches 
Hall of Fame. Palm ore g raduated  from 
Vinson H igh School, Sayre Junior College 
and SWOSU. He played baseball for the 
Bulldogs. He also earned his M aster's  
in A dm inistration for SWOSU. His first 
O klahom a coaching job w as at A rnett, 
and then in 1967 he took a coaching job 
at Hollis. He served as head football 
coach, basketball coach, and athletic 
director for the school. D uring his 20-

MARTY RIVERS, branch president 
of First State Bank in D enton, Texas, 
w as chosen as the D enton Business 
and C om m unity N ew s Businessperson 
of the Year. It is one of several honors 
Rivers has gained th rough  the D enton 
C ham ber of Commerce. Rivers grew  
up  in W eatherford and g radua ted  from 
SWOSU. Four years ago, he g raduated  
from the Southw estern G raduate School 
of Banking at Southern M ethodist 
University. Rivers and his wife, Toni 
(also a SWOSU graduate), have tw o 
children, Cole, 8, and Kendall, 6.
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A lum ni N otes
ANNIE (HAND) WHITFIELD, a

2003 graduate  of SWOSU, is living in 
Edm ond and w orking for the Electric 
Cooperatives of O klahom a's Oklahoma 
Living m agazine. As part of the job, she 
co-authored a book depicting ghost 
tow ns of O klahom a. She is w orking on 
her m aster's  degree at the University of 
O klahom a.

SUSAN SMITH HAMBURGER,
w ho received a bachelor's degree from 
SWOSU in 1968 and a m aster's  degree 
in 1970, w as a YWCA W omen on the 
Move honoree in A lbuquerque, New 
Mexico. Susan w as recognized for her 
accom plishm ents as a dram a director, 
bringing 11 high school dram as to the 
stage at H ope Evangelical Free Church. 
(Susan w on the Duke Award for dram a 
at SWOSU in 1968.) She also has directed 
num erous children 's choir perform ances 
and events. Susan is a substitu te teacher 
in the A lbuquerque Public Schools, and 
teaches child birthing classes for couples. 
Susan is m arried to Dr. Gary H am burger, 
w ho is also a graduate  of SWOSU (1968) 
and pastors H ope Evangelical Free 
Church.

Bob K laassen receives the WAVES Lifetim e  
A chievem ent Award.

BOB KLAASSEN was presented 
w ith the WAVES (Western Association 
of Veteran Education Specialists)
"Bill Pearson O utstanding Lifetime 
Achievem ent Award." This aw ard is 
given in recognition of m eritorious 
service to the Western Association of 
Veteran Education Specialists and to the 
veterans in the M uskogee VA (Veterans

A dm inistration) regional processing 
office territory. Klaassen serves as 
Treasurer of WAVES and has been on the 
"board" in one capacity or another for 
six years. WAVES is m ade up  of school 
officials in the 14 states in the M uskogee 
region, running from A rkansas and 
Louisiana on the east through California, 
W ashington, A labam a and H awaii on the 
west.
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Homecoming L ater in the  Day
afternoon parade, evening game is something new

SWOSU's marching band marches down M ain Street during the Homecoming Parade. For the f ir s t tim e in 
SWOSU's h istory, the parade w as in the afternoon instead o f  the morning.

The 2005 Hom ecom ing w eekend had 
a new  twist. Instead of the traditional 
m orning parade and afternoon football 
game, the events were pushed back. The 
parade w as at 2:00 p.m., w ith the game 
at 6:00 p.m.

“I w as glad the parade w as later in the 
day because the tem perature w as m uch 
warm er. I was freezing at last y ear 's  
parade," said senior Leah Crosnoe.

M any m erchants also liked the 
change, noting the increase in business 
for the day. Both the parade and the 
gam e were w ell-attended.

The activities started at 8 a.m. w ith the 
Big Dawg Golf Scramble at the Prairie 
West Golf Course.

The SWOSU A lum ni Association &

SGA sponsored a tailgate party  south 
of M ilam Stadium . The Pearlsnaps 
entertained  while studen ts and alum ni 
enjoyed Indian tacos, ham burgers, and 
hot dogs. D raw ings for scholarships 
aw arded  four SWOSU studen ts w ith 
$250 tow ard tuition.

At 4 p.m., an alum ni aw ards d inner 
for the 50 year grads w as held in the 
Conference Center.

Then it w as tim e to kick off the big 
gam e against in state rival, U niversity of 
Central O klahom a. The Bulldogs started 
out on fire, feeding off a large crowd. The 
football gam e did not go as p lanned, bu t 
Bulldogs fans w ere not d isappoin ted .
The SGA provided  fireworks to end the 
day 's  events w ith a BANG!
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Homecoming 2005

Cashlie Hines ami M isty  W illiam s enjoy the 
bonfire the night before Homecoming.

Homecoming queen candidates w ave to the crowd during the 
Homecoming parade.

Sigma Sigma Chi's float makes it down the street.

The annual parade bed race was as com petitive as ever.
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The M edallion recipients for 2 0 0 5 pose during the alumni luncheon.

Winners o f  Hom ecom ing blankets were named during the alumni
l u n c h e o n .

Several people played g o lf  Friday during the annual Hom ecom ing  
go lf scramble. Those partic ipa ting  included (left to righ t) Tony 
Louthan, M ike Davis, Lane Goodman, josh Jolley, H aydon Battles, 
Toy Taylor, Ross Everett, Rouben Tourian, Zack Saunders, M a tt  
Bartel, Ben Stew art,Tyler Lum pkin and Jim Waites.

Homecoming King Zac Dumas and Queen 
Marce M uller pose a fter receiving their 
trophies during ha lftim e o f  the fo o tb a ll  
game.
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Pharmacy
style

A combined 10-year class reunion for the SWOSU College 
of Pharmacy classes of 1994-96 was held during Homecoming weekend.  Graduates 
and their families gathered at the College of Pharmacy open house for reminiscing, 
a casual lunch and viewing the latest remodeling project of the SWOSU College of 

Pharmacy.  Among those attending were (front from left):  Kristi Tran Craven, Oklahoma 
City; Alan Spies, Birmingham, Alabama; and Amy 

Anderson Carothers, Guthrie.  Back from left--Laura Phillips Stewart, 
Edmond; Kim Folks, Miami; Mitra Salehi Deimling, Weatherford; and E. Carol 
Johnson, Edmond.  Not pictured are Greg Adams, Clinton; Tim and Cindy Butler 

Gardner, Marshfield, Missouri; and Roy Lee Mason, Flint, Texas.

A 50-year pharm acy graduate recognition ceremony w as held during H om ecom ing w eekend a t  
SW O SU  in Weatherford. A ttending were (front from lefty. Virginia M illiner ('47), Weatherford; Lowell 
M. Irby (‘55), Artesia, New  Mexico; D.M. Soko losky  ('55), O wasso; Derrel Andrus (‘54), Law ton; and 
Harlene Chastka ('55), M uskogee. Back row from  le ft— W illiam  G. Bernhardt ('48), M id w est City; 
Don Turner (‘55), Fairland; Donald Sco tt (‘52), Tulsa; Don Barker ('54), Edmond; James Brandenburg  
('54), Tulsa; and Ralph M agill ('50), Weatherford.
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We Remember
N a m e T o w n G r a d u a t e d /

A t t e n d e d

C h e r y l  L .  A i t s o n O k l a h o m a  C i t y 1982

J o s e p h  R a y  “ J o e ”  B a t t l e s S e m i n o l e 1960 ,1 9 6 7

D o n n a  D e e  B a y l e s s O k l a h o m a  C i t y 1968

J o h n  V i c t o r  B e c k B l o o m i n g t o n , I N 1965

E l l o w e e n  R u h l  B e n n e t t H y d r o 1960,1967

S t e v e n  E u g e n e  B e n s c h S e i l i n g A t t e n d e d

J e r r y  B r o o k s W a t o n g a 1971

M a r y  M c L a u r y  B u r c h S a y r e A t t e n d e d

H a z e l  B y n u m R o o s e v e l t A t t e n d e d

C l a y  J o s e p h  C a b a n i s s C l i n t o n 2003

W a l t e r  A l b e r t  C a g g A n a d a r k o A t t e n d e d

N o r m a  ( J o h n s o n )  C a r t e r C a r n e g i e 1966

D a r r i l  C h r i s t i a n H o l l i s 1958

A r t h u r  “ C o r k y ”  W h i t e b i r d

C o m e t s e v a h G a l l u p ,  N M A t t e n d e d

V .  R a y  C o r d r y ,  S r . H e n n e s s e y A t t e n d e d

D o n n e l l  D e n t o n T u l s a A t t e n d e d

T e r r y  D o r s e y B i n g e r - O n e y 1972

K e i t h  D o w d e l l C l i n t o n A t t e n d e d

J e s s i e  D e a n  D o y e l A l b u q u e r q u e ,  N M  A t t e n d e d

E m m i t t  “ L e e ”  D r a n e ,  J r . M e d f o r d ,  OR 1970

C h a r l e s  L i n d b e r g h  G a m b r e l l W e a t h e r f o r d 1954

G e r a l d  D w a y n e  G a r m a n A u s t i n ,  T X A t t e n d e d

J . R .  G i l i l l a n d E l  R e n o 1971

L a r r y  E .  G r e e r F r e d e r i c k A t t e n d e d

T h o m a s  H a g e r W i l l o w 1951

B e t t y  ( G r e g o r y )  H a l l C o r d e l l A t t e n d e d

R i t a  L y n n  H a l e y E a k l y A t t e n d e d

N .  E l a i n e  H e n r y H i n t o n 1970

N a m e T o w n G r a d u a t e d /

A t t e n d e d

L a r r y  D a l e  H i g g i n s L o n g d a l e A t t e n d e d

J o h n  H y e r F a i r v i e w 1933

J o d y  R a y  J a c k s o n W e a t h e r f o r d 2002

D r .  J a m e s  J u r r e n s W e a t h e r f o r d F a c u l t y

B o  L i g h t f o o t W e a t h e r f o r d 1990

M a n u a l  “ M a n n y ”  M a c i e l H e n n e s s e y A t t e n d e d

L o r e n a  “ S a v a g e ”  M a l e s C h e y e n n e 1935

H e l e n  ( H u n t )  M a l e y C l i n t o n 1942

L i s a  M a r s h a l l A r a p a h o A t t e n d e d

O u a n a  M c C o l l u m A m a r i l l o A t t e n d e d

D o r o t h y  ( B o y d )  M i n t o n F a y A t t e n d e d

C h a r l e n e  M o n a  M o t t C l i n t o n 1990

A l i c e  L o u i s e  N e e c e S a y r e 1975

R o n a l d  L e e  P a u l s e n H a n n i b a l ,  M O A t t e n d e d

J o e  R e d d e n Y u k o n A t t e n d e d

A.F. R o a c h T u t t l e A t t e n d e d

F r a n c e s  D o r e e n  R o u l e t C l i n t o n 1 9 4 0 ,1958

F l o r e n c e  S c h n e l l C a r l t o n A t t e n d e d

H e l e n  S e a l e s E l k  C i t y 1 9 6 8 ,1 9 7 0 ,1 9 7 7

P a u l  S e n k o f f L o n e  W o l f A t t e n d e d

B i l l y  J o e  S h e p h e r d C a r n e g i e 1971

O l g a  S h e p h e r d C a r n e g i e 1943

M e r l e  E u g e n e  S h o r t M u s k o g e e 1970

J e f f r e y  A l a n  S m i t h H a r m o n 1995

N a d i n e  ( H o g g )  S t e e d s M o o r e A t t e n d e d

E l s i e  S t o u t W o o d w a r d A t t e n d e d

R o b e r t  N i c h o l a s  V a u g h a n Fr. C o b b A t t e n d e d

M a y m e  W i n t e r s W a t o n g a 1943

R o n a l d  W y a t t H y d r o 1973
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College Football Coach 
John Goodner Rem em bered

SWOSU alum nus and 
form er college football Coach 
John G oodner passed aw ay in 
December.

Goodner, w ho spent 21 
seasons as an assistant coach 
at Baylor, Texas Tech and 
Kentucky, died of a brain 
tum or at a Waco, Texas, 
hospital. He was 61.

Form er Baylor coach 
G rant Teaff hired G oodner as 
linebackers coach in 1982, a 
position he held until the close 
of the 1992 season. He also 
served as Baylor's defensive

coordinator in 1992.
G oodner then coached 

inside linebackers at Texas Tech 
from 1993 to 1999 under Coach 
Spike Dykes and w as defensive 
coordinator for his final five 
seasons. G oodner also served 
as defensive coordinator at 
Kentucky for the 2001 and 2002 
seasons.

He retu rned  to Baylor as 
defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach under Coach 
Guy M orris for the 2003 season 
before retiring.

A native of Frederick,

G oodner 
played 
college 
football at 
SWOSU 
and then 
spent 14 
years as 
a high 
school 
coach in 
O klahom a 
and Texas. He is survived by 
his wife, Karen, of Frederick, 
and a daughter, Kathi, of 
Hewitt, Texas.

Football Legend Joe Battles Remembered
Joseph Ray "Joe" Battles, 72, 

Bulldog football legend, passed 
aw ay on A ugust 25, 2005.

Funeral services w ere held 
at the First Baptist Church in 
Seminole, and he w as buried  at 
the M ound Valley Cem etery in 
Thomas.

Joe Battles was born to 
Shelby and Ruth Mae Battles 
on M arch 20, 1933.

Joe Battles and his family 
have been long-tim e residents 
of Seminole. After graduating  
from Lovington High School 
in 1950, he and his brother

H aydon w ere m em bers of 
the Bulldog football team  at 
SWOSU.

At SWOSU, Joe m arried 
Bonnie Droke in 1960 and 
received his Bachelor of Arts 
in Education. He received a 
m aster of teaching degree in 
July 1967 from SWOSU and 
an adm inistration degree from 
the U niversity of O klahom a in 
1978.

Joe Battles held various 
positions in his career. He was 
head basketball and football 
coach for three years in

C unningham , Kansas.
A fter coaching, he began 

a career in adm in istra tion  
in 1968 w hich at that time 
he served as a high school 
principal and also as an 
assistant superin tenden t.

He retired from Seminole 
Public Schools in 1995 after 
37 years of service in public 
education.

Joe Battles w as active in 
the com m unity as Rotary 
Club president in 1984 and a 
m em ber of First Baptist C hurch 
of Seminole.

30



W e  R e m e m b e r

Sonny Tims Remembered
Sonny Tims, of Altus, 

passed away June 26, 2005. 
He was born May 23,1931, to 
Roy and Nell Tims.

He graduated from Altus 
High School where he was 
an outstanding athlete. He 
was a letterman in football, 
basketball and baseball. He 
earned All-State honors in 
baseball.

After high school, he went 
on to SWOSU to continue his 
education. While at SWOSU,

he also lettered in football, 
basketball and baseball.

After college he played 
professional baseball 
for several years in the 
West Texas-New Mexico 
league and later signed a 
professional contract with the 
Milwaukee Braves. After his 
baseball career, he coached 
and taught at Altus Junior 
High.

In 1955 he became co­
owner of Tims Funeral Home

where he served through 
1990.

He was very involved in 
the community and started 
Christmas in the Park in 
Altus.

He revived the Bulldog 
Booster Club and was a 
member of Kiwanis Club, 
the Masonic Lodge and a 
member of First Baptist 
Church. He also helped start 
the God and Country Camp 
for area youth.

Amos Thomas P asse s  Away
One of the greatest Bulldog 

basketball players passed away on 
November 5, 2005.

Amos Thomas, the once great 
Oklahoma basketball star, died 
from complications dealing with a 
stroke. Thomas was 56 years old.

Thomas began to shine as a 
basketball player at Douglas in the 
late '60s. Thomas was also named 
co-player of the year in 1967 by 
T h e  O k la h o m a n .

Thomas signed with Oklahoma 
State after his high school career. 
After being in Stillwater, Thomas

made the switch from being an 
Aggie to becoming a Bulldog. 
Thomas's career at SWOSU made 
him an All-American.

Thomas went to the NBA and 
was drafted by the Buffalo Braves 
in 1971. Thomas was a second 
round draft pick.

"If you make a list of the top 10 
basketball players in the history 
of Oklahoma, he would be put in 
that category," Oklahoma high 
school sports historian Ray Solden 
said in the D a i l y  O k la h o m a n 's  
report on the death of Thomas.
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Frederick a rtis t passes away a t 59
Frederick artist Larry Greer passed aw ay 

Septem ber 24, 2005, in his sleep. H e w as know n 
for his passionate love of the arts and theater.

Larry w as born  January 17, 1946, in 
Frederick. After g raduating  high school, he 
m arried Dana Fry, his long tim e sw eetheart.

At SWOSU, he m ajored in art and art 
education, m inored in dram a, and w on the 
D uke Award for Acting.

In 1969, he m oved to Yukon, w here he taught 
art and dram a to h igh school students. He was 
director for the Yukon C om m unity Theater.

Larry and his family later m oved back to 
Frederick. He and his wife becam e m em bers 
of the Frederick Arts and H um anities Council, 
and Larry served three term s as president 
of the council. He received the M ost Useful 
Citizen Award, the G overnor's A rt A ward for

C om m unity  Service, and 
the O klahom a H eritage 
Regional A w ard over 
the next tw o and a half 
decades in add ition  to 
num erous aw ards for 
his artw ork  d isplayed at 
show s nationw ide.

Larry w as know n for 
alw ays being a great 
friend and cherishing 
the little things in life.
He hosted  A rtists-in- 
Residence, fed the birds, 
gave blood, and took 
care of stray anim als.

He w as survived by his wife, daugh ter and 
tw o sisters.

Longtime Educator Lorena Males Remembered
Lorena Gladys Savage Males 

passed aw ay at the age of 96 on 
January 3, 2006, in her hom e in 
Cheyenne.

Lorena graduated  from 
SWOSU. She majored in 
Elementary Education and 
Music.

In her life, she was an 
influence on m any people.
At an early age Lorena felt 
com pelled to become a school 
teacher.

Her students w ere a 
m ultitude, and Lorena always 
considered them  to be the 
greatest blessings in her life.

H er m other and father 
w ere great contributors to her 
becom ing a school teacher. She 
lived in an orderly household  
equ ipped  w ith  a blackboard 
in her living room. It w as her 
parents' w ay of m anaging her 
and her siblings' household  
chores.

Lorena began her teaching 
career in Strong City, w here 
she m et her husband  Lowell 
Males. Lorena and Lowell 
had eloped in Cheyenne on 
June 22, 1928. They w ere later 
m arried on July 12, 1928 in 
holy matrimony.

T hroughout her teaching 
career, Lorena gave 
encouragem ent to m any young 
w om en, advising them  to 
pursue  a career.

In 1984, Lorena and  her 
husband  Lowell (Red) w ere 
given a "Red and Lorena 
M ales A ppreciation Day" by 
their hom etow n people of 
Cheyenne.

O n July 5, 1984, Lorena 
w as inducted  into the W estern 
O klahom a Hall of Fame.

Lorena's successful long and 
happy  life w as a reflection of 
O klahom a history in itself.
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Cam pus N ew s

Students enjoy the new Student Union Food Court

Student Union Food Court Reopens
The largest renovation 

ever on SWOSU soil 
nears completion as the 
construction on the Student 
Union continues.

Construction crews 
have worked diligently on 
expanding and refurbishing 
the Student Union since the 
project's start in mid-2005.
The $4 million dollar project 
will allow for renovations and 
expansions to the Ballroom, 
banquet room facilities, lobby 
areas, and an enlarged food 
court. It will also provide 
an atrium and new restroom 
facilities.

The University Grill, 
located on the east end of 
the Student Union, was 
the first major phase in the 
reconstruction process. It 
opened on February 14. The 
modified food court features 
Arrizzo's Italian, the Corner 
Bakery, Chicken Strip Joint, 
Casa Solana Mexican, and the 
Bulldog Grill. The University 
Grill now has a seating 
capacity for 350, which is 100 
more than before.

"We are very excited about 
the Student Union renovation 
project and feel this will 
help us in serving the needs

of the University and area 
communities," said Duncan 
Taylor, Student Union  
Director. Taylor said there is 
a new entrance area on the 
north side of the building.
The east entrance also 
remains and eventually there 
will be an atrium entrance 
from the west.

The wait will continue, 
however, for the total 
completion. Crews are 
working hard to complete 
the other phases and are 
expecting a completion date 
around August of this year.

b y  S te v e n  Jeffrey
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Beutler Brings Legislative Experience to 
Strategic Operations Job

R andy Beutler, a ss is ta n t to  
the p re s id e n t fo r  s tra te g ic  
operations, is ready w ith  a 
welcom e sm ile to  greet any 
stu den t or alumni. Much o f  
his jo b  w i l l  e n ta il  serv in g  
as a l ia is o n  b e tw e e n  the  
U niversity and the legislators 
a t the S ta te Capitol.

Walk into office 208 of the 
A dm inistration Building and 
vou will be greeted by Randy 
Beutler, w hose official title is 
Assistant to the President for 
Strategic O perations.

W hat does that mean? It 
m eans B eutler's job is not easy 
to pin into one neat niche.

He, in fact, is a large part 
connected w ith public relations 
for SWOSU. He not only helps 
to keep the University in the 
local and regional picture, but 
also in the legislative forefront.

His background as a State 
Representative and m em ber 
of G overnor Brad H enry 's 
legislative agenda team makes 
him a perfect icon for SWOSU 
at the Capitol. His previous

em ploym ent as an adjunct 
professor at SWOSU, high 
school teacher at W ashita 
H eights and W eatherford, and 
rancher (which he continues 
to be) establishes him  as m ore 
than  credible to represent 
SWOSU.

One of Beutler's im m ediate 
projects is the President's 
Leadership Class. This 
program  will build  on the 
incom ing freshm en of 2006 
and continue to add  w ith 
each consecutive freshm an 
class. The Leadership Class is 
designed to encourage studen t 
involvem ent w ith in  the 
cam pus and develop strong 
relationships betw een the class 
and SWOSU adm inistration.

As well as developing a 
good rapport w ith the s tuden t 
body, Beutler has a strong 
com m itm ent to establishing a 
firm er connection w ith alum ni.

SWOSU alum ni can assist 
Beutler by being accessible 
w hen he visits, being a positive 
representative of SWOSU, and 
being available to help w hen 
asked. He expressed his desire 
to let alum ni and studen ts 
alike know  that he is available 
for questions, concerns, and 
general "chit-chat" w henever 
his schedule perm its.

Beutler can be reached in his 
SWOSU office at (580) 774-7193 
or by e-mail at randy.beutler@  
sw osu.edu.

by Amanda James
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C am pus N ew s
SWOSU's Graduation Rate High 

Compared to  S tate  U niversities

Students s it a t SW OSU's 2005 graduation. Recent sta tistics show  
tha t the university  is a t the top o f  the sta te  in its graduation  
rate.

Recent statistics about g raduation  
rates show  that SWOSU is at the top 
of all state universities.

The statistics tracked the academ ic 
progress of freshm en w ho started full­
time in the fall of 1998. G raduation 
rates for new  freshm an entering 
an institu tion as full-tim e students 
and g raduating  w ith in  1.5 times the 
norm al tim e for their program  is used 
as a benchm ark.

The m ost current g raduation  data 
is based on those studen ts g raduating  
by the sum m er of 2003 that w ere first 
tim e entering freshm an.

The graduation  rate of all SWOSU 
studen ts is 36.7 percent. SWOSU also 
graduates 50 percent of athletes of all 
sports.

This is com pared to Southeastern 
O klahom a State University w ith a 
g raduation  rate of 32.3 percent for all 
students and 43.0 percent for athletes 
(w w w .sosu .edu).

N orthw estern  O klahom a State 
University g raduation  rate is 29 
percent of all students. No athletic 
graduation  rates were available 
(w w w .nw osu.edu).

O klahom a State University has a 
graduation  rate of 24.7 percent of all 
students (w w w .okstate .edu).

These statistics are further proof 
that SWOSU is dedicated to giving a 
quality education to all its students.

by Katherin Martin
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Marketing Efforts Connect 
with Oklahoma City Students

The above is a scene from SWOSU’s latest television commercial.

SWOSU has acquired 
the help of Phase Two 
to help m arket SWOSU 
to O klahom a City metro 
students.

The m arketing firm is 
w orking hard to m arket 
SWOSU. Phase Two has 
incorporated a strategy 
to use m edia to reach the 
metro area high school 
students.

Phase Two established 
"SWOSU" as a brand 
name, and "The focus 
is you" as a tagline. The

tagline enabled SWOSU 
to be personal to each 
studen t that comes to the 
school.

The best w ay that 
the alum ni can help 
com plete the m ission that 
Phase Two started  is by 
continuing the prem ise of 
the tagline.

A lum ni can sponsor 
students that show 
interest in the school and 
show  the individual that 
SWOSU takes an interest 
in each of its potential

students.
A lum ni can also 

help attract students 
by giving barbecues, 
taking potential students 
to lunch, and show ing 
interest in any studen t 
w ho has questions about 
SWOSU.

To help in these 
efforts, contact Brian 
Adler, director of Public 
Relations & M arketing, at 
(580) 774-3063.

by Bryan Klepczek

3 6



Bulldog Athletics

Pond, Dawson Get Top Honors

SW O SU  coach Shelly Pond and senior Julie D aw son wrapped up Lone Star Conference honors. 
Pond w as named LSC North D ivision Coach o f  the Year, w hile  Dawson w as chosen as the 
division 's player o f  the year. Junior Andrea O ldham joined Dawson on the all-conference squad. 
The w om en’s team w on the conference championship.

SWOSU, w inners of 
the Lone Star Conference 
North Division W omen's 
Basketball Title, claimed 
the greater part of the 
all-conference aw ards 
handed out by the league 
office.

Senior forward Julie 
Dawson was chosen as 
the division's Player of the 
Year while coach Shelly 
Pond was nam ed by her 
peers as the LSC North

Coach of the Year.
Dawson, a native of 

Arnett, led the team 
in scoring (15.9 ppg), 
three-pointers m ade (43), 
assists (75) and free throw  
percentage (78.6).

Despite playing 
her freshm an year 
at O klahom a State 
University, Dawson ended 
her three-year SWOSU 
career as the school's 
fourth all-time leading

scorer w ith 1,385 points.
Pond, w ho is in her 

sixth vear at SWOSU, has 
now guided  the Bulldogs 
to identical 16-12 records 
in each of the last two 
years.

Joining D awson on the 
first-team was team m ate 
A ndrea O ldham . O ldham , 
a junior center from 
Stigler, was nam ed the 
d ivision 's "Newcom er-of- 
the-Year."
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Women's Team Deals with Tragedy

K ayla W atson

The w om en 's basketball 
team 's run  to the conference 
cham pionship had plenty  of 
heartache. Before the season 
began, the team  lost one of 
its main players due to a car 
accident.

Kayla Watson, 21, died in 
Septem ber after a one-car 
accident on a rural O klahom a 
highw ay over the 2005 Labor 
Day holiday. After g raduating  
from Tushka H igh School 
in 2003, W atson played tw o 
years on the SWOSU w om en's

basketball team  as a starter in 
all 28 gam es in the 2004-2005 
season.

The Lady Bulldogs w ore 
patches on their jerseys 
w ith the No. 14 -- Kayla's 
num ber. Several fundraisers 
com m em orated W atson while 
raising m oney for a Kayla 
W atson M em orial Scholarship 
Fund. The fans paid  respect all 
season, also. Rankin Rowdies 
spirit shirts w orn by the fans 
during  hom e gam es had  a 
ribbon and No. 14 on the front.

Ingram Qualifies 
for National Meet

Rachel Ingram

Rachel Ingram  
represented SWOSU at 
the NCAA Division II 
National Cross C ountry 
Meet in California, on 
N ovem ber 19, 2005.

The National meet, 
which was held in 
Pomona, California, 
was a six-kilometer 
race. Ingram 's 
finishing time was 22 m inutes and 52 
seconds, w hich placed her 47th out of 180 
w om en runners.

Ingram  qualified for nationals at the 
Regional Meet in Abilene, Texas. There 
she placed fourth w ith a finishing time of 
22 m inutes and 59 seconds.

Ingram, who w on her first collegiate 
cross country meet this year at the 
O klahom a Baptist Bison Invitational and 
then placed first again the next w eek at 
the O klahom a State University Jamboree, 
said her goal this season was to get to 
Nationals.

Volleyball Finishes First Season
Kasandra Gartner slam s the ball into a defender.

SWOSU ended  its first-ever intercollegiate volleyball 
season last fall. The Bulldogs, under the direction of 
coach Bo Pagliasotti, finished 5-27 and 1-10 in the Lone 
Star Conference North.

SWOSU gave a com m endable show ing in its first 
year pushing  m uch m ore experienced team s to the 
lim it before bow ing in the end.

"People have noticed our scrappiness and the w ay 
we com pete for each point,'' Pagliasotti said.
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Sonic Donates 
to Baseball Team

Tommy Sims (center), representing 
the M.D. Jirous (Sonic) 
Foundation, recently contributed  
$3,000 to the SW OSU baseball 
program. The g ift w as made 
to the SW OSU Foundation in 
Weatherford. Accepting were (left) 
SW OSU baseball coach Charles 
Teasley and (right) Rouben 
Tourian, a thletic developm ent 
officer for the SW OSU  
Foundation.

Football sch ed u le  announced
D a te O p p o n e n t  a n d  G a m e  I n f o r m a t io n

Saturday, Sept 2
at Texas A&M-Kingsville 
Kingsville, TX 
7 p.m.

S a tu r d a y , S e p t  9
M id w e s te r n  S t a t e  
M ilam  S ta d iu m  
6  p .m .

Saturday, Sept 16
at Oklahoma Panhandle State 
Godwell, OK
7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept 23
at Abilene Christian
Abilene, TX
TBA

S a tu r d a y , S e p t  3 0
T a r le to n  S t a t e  
M ilam  S ta d iu m  
6  p .m .

S a tu r d a y , O ct 7
M is s o u r i - R o l la  
M ilam  S ta d iu m  
1 p .m .

Saturday, Oct 14
at Southeastern Oklahoma
Durant, OK
TBA

S a tu r d a y , O ct 2 1
N o r t h e a s t e r n  S t a t e  
M ilam  S ta d iu m  
3 : 3 0  p .m .

S a tu r d a y , O ct 2 8

C e n tr a l O k la h o m a  
M ilam  S ta d iu m  
H o m e c o m in g  G a m e  
6  p .m .

Saturday, Nov 4
at East Central 
Ada, OK 
TBA

Saturday, Nov 11
at Texas A&M-Commerce
Commerce, TX
TBA

Cooks Named 
to Team

SWOSU's Lonnie Cooks was 
recognized as one of the top men's 
basketball players in the Lone Star 
Conference with his first-team selection to 
the North division squad.

Cooks, a 5-10 senior guard from Fort 
Worth, Texas, led the Bulldog's second- 
half charge in which they closed the 
regular-season winning six of their last 
nine games. SWOSU finished the year 
with a 9-18 overall mark and advanced 
to its third-straight LSC Tournament 
appearance with a 6-6 North division  
record.

Cooks led the team in scoring (15.2 
ppg), assists (4.2 apg) and steals (1.8) 
while directing the Bulldogs offense and 
defense. He led the team in scoring nine 
times, including twice topping out at 25 
points.

Earning honorable mention honors 
were senior forward Jon Gunn and junior 
guard Reggie Gunn .
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Join the Alumni Association

40





SW O SU  Alumni Association E 1916  
100 Campus Drive 
Weatherford, O K  73096-3098
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