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MYTHCON VIII 



Jllythron VIII 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Bruce A. McMen omy 

Lo cal Co- ordinators: Andy Howard 
Sandi Howard 

Art Show: Christine Smi t h 

General Au ction : Glen GoodKni ght 

Masquerade: Meg Garrett 
Christe McMenomy 

Pr ogram Book: Bruce McMenomy 

Paper s Co- or dinator : Gracia-Fay Ellwood 

On- Campus Sp ons or: Fr . Kevin Munn 

Regi s t r at i on : Paul Davis 

Treasurer : David Towns end 

This year's Mythcon materialised after one or two false 
starts in which our resources were suddenly pulled out 
from under us. That the conference is happening at all, 
and certainly that we have encountered as f ew insoluble 
problems as we have, is due almost entirely t o the 
indefatigable efforts of the local co- ordinators, who 
have given beyond the call of their time and energy . I 
specifically want to thank them here. In addition, I 
want to thank in advance a host of people whose names 
do not appear above , but who will have made this confer­
ence possible in dozens of ways. To them, particularly 
to the members of the local branch of the Mythopoeic 
Society, Gair Paravel, we owe this conference. 

B. McM. 



WELCOME TO MYTHCON VIII! 

We hope you'll enjoy this year's conference in all 
its aspects. This year's Mythcon, like previous confer­
ences, will involve a mixture of literary and fannish 
activities; including papers, discussions, a keynote 
speech, a procession, a masquerade, an art show, an auc­
tion, and a music program. Please refer to the center 
pages of this program book for a complete schedule of 
conference activities. 

UC San Diego is organized on a quasi-Oxonian model, 
with four semi-independent colleges, a medical school, 
and an administrative complex. Most of Mythcon will be 
held at Third College, although registration and meals 
are at Muir and some of our large-group activities will 
be held in Mandeville Center. The campus is rather con­
fusing, so keep your maps handy, relax, and enjoy the 
scenery. Parking is free on campus over the weekend , and 
after five p.m. on weekdays, in spite of the PERMITS 
REQUIRED signs; but on weekdays from seven a.m. to five 
p.m. you'll either need to park in metered spaces for 
10¢/hr or purchase a temporary sticker from the University 
registration desk in Tenaya Hall for 50¢/day. 

Some campus facilities you may want. to know about 
are: Central University Library, just east of the Con­
ference area--open M-F 8-6; Revelle Sundry Store and Ice 
Cream Hustler, in Blake Hall at Revelle College--open 
weekday mornings and afternoons; University Police Station 
at corner of Miramar Road and Myers Drive; Student Center, 
just south of Mandeville Center--open weekdays, 

La Jolla is a beautiful and intriguing town, and I 
hope many of you will get a chance to go into the urban 
part of it while you' re here. To get there, take .either 
Torre.y Pines Road or La Jolla Shores Drive south about 
two miles from the campus; continue southwest on Torrey 
Pines after the two roads come together, and you'll end 
up in the heart of ta Jolla. You'll find a beautiful 
shoreline, dozens of small, high quality shops ., a number 
of first- rate restaurants, and several really handsome 
churches. Prospect Street is a true southern California 
rarity--a street where people actually walk around at 
night, going from place to place without vehicles. Check 
it out! 

There's a lot to see in the San Diego area, and if 
you're staying in town past the end of the Con, do some 
exploring. Sea World, Balboa Park, Old Town, Mission 
San Diego de Alcala, Coronado Island--these are worthwhile, 
well-known tourist stops, but don't slight some less pub­
licized places. 



The Scripps Institution of Oceanography is a quarter 
mile south of UCSD, and .its aquarium is fascinating--and 
free. There are three beaches close to the campus: La 
Jolla Shores, at the south end of La Jolla Shores Drive; 
Black's Beach, below La Jolla Farms Road just northwest 
of the campus; and Torrey Pines, three miles north of 
UCSD on North Torrey Pines Road. Black's Beach is the 
only officially recognized swimsuit-optional public beach 
in the U.S. Mission Bay, the San Diego harbor, and the 
Point Loma Lighthouse are also worth visiting. 

There are plenty of places to eat within.four miles 
of the campus, although almost none within one mile other 
than the cafeterias. My own recommendations are as follows. 

quick meals: Boll Weevil, 1000 Prospect, La Jolla; or 
7070 Miramar Road, 2½ miles east of UCSD; 
a first-rate hamburger place--half-pound 
burgers for about a buck, with friendly 
service and good variety. 

pizza: Carnegie A-440, Carmel Valley Road just east of 
Torrey Pines, Del Mar. Not particularly cheap, 
but very good. Musical decor. 

steaks: Chuck's Steak House, 1250 Prospect; La Jolla. 
Solid, elegantliiiierican fare. Entertainment. 

French: Cote d'Azur, 1250 Prospect, La Jolla. Absolutely 
first-rate, They have a late-night menu as well 
as breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 

Mexican: Alfonso's, 1015 Prospect, La Jolla. Often crow-
ded, but very .good, Fairly inexpensive. 

There are also chain restaurants in the area--Sambo's at 
Carmel Valley Road & I-5; Carl's Jr. at 4199 Governor Dr., 
just east of Genesee; Jack-in-the- Box at Pearl Street and 
La Jolla Blvd. 

Some miscellaneous conference notes: 
1. Checkout time on Monday is J p.m. 
2. The .University will charge us for any towels that are 

missing from the rooms when we leave. 
J. If you're locked out of your room between 8 a.m. and 

midnight, you can get a spare key from the Tenaya Hall 
desk, After midnight•, you' 11 have to get a campus 
policeman to find the night watchman, and he'll let 
you in. 

4. Please see the local coordinators about any questions 
you have about the conference or the facilities . 

Have a very good time! 

Andy Howard 



Friday 
2:00 

5:00--6:00 
8:00 
10:00 

12:00 

Saturday 

7:00--9:00 
8:JO 

9:30 

10:00 
11:00 

Registration Begins. 
Dinner, Muir Commons. 

Opening Night Party, Tioga Hall #103, 
Film:"Jason and the Argonauts", Third Col­
lege Lecture Hall (TIB) 104. 
Room registration officially closed. Late 
arrivals contact Andy or Sandi Howard, rm, 
B-16. 

Breakfast, Muir Commons. 

Paper: "Eldarion and the 
Epstein et al. TIB 110. 

Choice?" by Louis 

Assemble for Procession, west of Third College 
Residence Halls. 
Opening Session and Keynote Address, TLH 104, 

Art Show, TIB 109, and Hucksters, TLH 111, 
open. 

11: 00 Paper: "The Religion and Morality of Middle­
earth", by Joanne M. Such, TLH 110. 

11:30--1:00 Lunch, Muir Commons. 
1:00 Paper: "'The Northern Literature' and the 

Ring Trilogy", by Mariann Russell, TLH 110. 

2: 00 Paper: "Land of Faerie: the Disappearing 
Myth", by Caroline Geer. 

J:00 General Auction, TLH 104 

5:00--6:00 Dinner, Muir Commons. 
6: JO Paper: "Numinor and the True West: A Geo­

graphical Myth -from Irish Mythology used by 
Lewis and Tolkien", by Edgar Chapman. 



7:30 Music Program. Mandeville Center B-210. 
(Second Basement), 

8:45 Guest of Honor Richard Purtill, "Heaven and 
Other Perilous Realms", .TIB 104. 

10: JO (approx) Film "Phantom · o.f the Opera", silent. 

Sunday 

5:30 Dawn Fandom. Gather in front of Third 
College Residence Halls as for Opening 
Session. 

7:00--9:00 Breakfast, Muir Commons. 
11: 00 Paper: "Unifying Principles in C. S. Lewis' 

Space Trilogy", by Ethel Wallis. Tlli llO 
11:30--1:00 Lunch, Muir Commons. 
1:00 Paper: "The Host of Heaven: Astrological and 

Other Images of Divinity in the Fantasies of 
C. S. Lewis", by Nancy-Lou Patterson. TLH 110. 

2: 00 Paper and Discussion: "The Many Worlds of 
Fantasy--Presentation and Discussion of a 
System for Classifying Fantasy Sub-Genres", 
by Diana L. Paxson. 

LOCAL CHURCHES 

Baptist: University City First Baptist Church, 4377 
Eastgate Mall, San Diego, 453-3944. 9am & 10:JOam. 
Roman Catholic: Mary Star of the Sea, 7727 Girard Ave. 
La Jolla, 454-2631, Sat.-5:15pm; Sun.-7-8-9-10-11-12, 
5pm, 7:30pm in Spanish. 
Episcopal: Church of the Good Samaritan, 4321 Eastgate 
Mall, La Jolla, 455-0660, 8am & 10am, 
United Presbyterian: Northminster Presbyterian Church, 
4324 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, San Diego, 273~3011. 10am. 
Lutheran: All Saints Lutheran Church, Genesee & Governor, 
San Diego, 453-3595, 8:30am & 10:30am, (LCA) 
United Church of .Christ: Union Congregational Church, 
1216 Cave, La Jolla, 459-5045, 10:30am. 
United Methodist Church: La Jolla United Methodist, 
6063 La Jolla Blvd, La Jolla, 454-7108. 9:30am. 



J:00 

4:00 

5:00--6:00 

6:J0 

7:J0 

9:00 

10:00 

Monday 

General Auction (contd.) TLH 104. 

Art Show verbal bidding, TLH 109, 

Dinner, Muir Commons. 
Paper: "You Also Shall Be Psyche, or a 
Woman's Search for Soul", by Frances L. Smith. 
TLH 110. 
Masquerade. Mandeville B 210, Participants 
should contact Christe McMenomy or Meg 
Garrett beforehand if at all possible. 

"Three Figures of Evil": A series of dramatic 
monologues from fantasy literature, by Don 
Smith. TLH 104. 

Film, "Jason and the Argonauts", TLH 104. 

7:00--9:00 Breakfast, Muir Commons. 
9:00 Mythopoeic Slide Show, TLH 110. 

10:00 Paper: Untitled, on Smith of Wooton Major, 
by Martha C. Sammons, TLH 110. 

11:J0--1:00 Lunch, Muir Commons, 
1:00 Closing Session, TLH 104, 

J:00 Final deadline for check-out, 

* * * * * * * 

CAIR PARAVEL 

The San Diego Branch of the Mythopoeic Society 

Meetings on the second Saturday every month: 
7:J0 P.M . 

For Meeting information contact: 
Robin Hunt 
Secretary 
284-0871 





Jlirharb :Purtill 

The question which has haunted the Tolkien move­
ment over most of its existence has been "why Tolkien? 
What does he say to us that makes his work special?" 
Dr. Richard Purtill is a philosopher, and as such he 
must deal closely with words and their meanings, And 
while the philosopher and the philologist necessarily 
frame these problems in different terms, the juxtapo­
sition of the two approaches can produce increased depth 
and clarity. 

Dr. Purtill brought his background to bear speci­
fically on Tolkien and Lewis scholarship in his book 
Lord of the Elves and Eldils (Zondervan, 1974), the 
work with which members are most likely to be familiar, 
It balances warmth. and precision and remains one of the 
most lucid studies to have appeared on either of the 
two to date. Other works include Reason to Believe 
(Eerdmans, 1974), on the philosophy of religion and the 
rational underpinnings of faith (referring several times 
to Tolkien and Lewis). Philosophically Speaking 
(Prentice-Hall, 1975) presents different philosophical 
schools represented by various fictional speakers 
(including a Professor Kirk) in a rough-and-tumble 
dialogue committed to following the argument wh_erever 
it leads. Dr. Purtill has also published Thinking 
About Ethics (Prentice-Hall, 1976), Logical Thinking 
{Harper and Row, 1972) and Logic for Philosophers 
(Harper and Row, 1971), on topics which demand atten­
tion (but less frequently receive it) in every age. 

Dr. Purtill is chairman of the philosophy depart­
ment at Western Washington State College, Bellingham, 
Washington. He is active in the Mythopoeic Society, as 
well as being a member of the American Philosophical 
Association and the Sierra tlub, Welcome, Dr,; Purtil:L, 

--Fred Brenion, Bruce McMenomy 



JUembrr5 

1 . Andy Howard 
2. Sandi Howard 
J. David S. Bratman 
4. Jim Allan 
5, Jean Peters 
6. Farlia Peters 
7, David Christy 
8. David Williams 
9, Jonathon Hodge 

10. Mary Ann Hod~e 
11. Gerald M. Price 
12. Ellen M. Cox 
13, Grace Lovelace 
14. Dave Lovelace 
15. Ian Myles Slater 
16. Meg Garrett 
17, Linnea Lagerquist 
18. David Townsend 
19, George Colven 
20. Merritt M. Thompson 
21. Paula M. Salo 
22, Edith L. Crowe 
23. Patricia Ann Witham 
24. Frederick Brenion 
25. Antoinette Brenion 
26. Fred Williams 
27, Judy Williams 
28. Muriel B, Ingham 
29, Joanne W. Burnett 
JO, Martha L. Mittlestadt 
31. Laura Richardson 
32. Lisa Blackburn 
JJ. Michael Glass 
J4. Jon Bellman 
35, Robert Petitpas 
J6. Cathleen A. Cooper 
37, Joe R. Christopher 
JB. Wendell Wagner, Jr. 
39, James P. Wallace 
40. Janella Spears 
41 . Mae Rene .Spears 
42. Marianne Dole 

4J. Paula Katherine Marmor 
44. Denise Smith 
45, Michelle Eshow 
46. Christine I. Smith 
47. Bruce McMenomy 
48. Christe McMenomy 
49. Mary Luthien McMenomy 
50. Gracia Fay Ellwood 
51, Terry McManus 
52. Teresa Smallberg 
53, Mark J. Fairbairn 
54, Dawn A. Lauderdale 
55, Suzanne Parr 
56. Susan Hill 
57, Richard Wunder 
58. James D. Thompson 
59, Daniel Oakes 
60. Eric Rauscher 
61. Paul Gregory Davis 
62. Diana Paxson 

Studebaker 
63. Paul Edwin Zimmer 
64. Dave Vinnedge 
65, Rima .Snyder 
66. Edgar Chapman 
67. Bonnie Sue GoodKnight 
68. Arwen Joy GoodKnight 
69. Ron Hilbig 
70. Scott Norton 
71. Robin Hunt 
72. Dennis Hunt 
73, Kevin Munn 
74. Glen GoodKnight 
75, Brian W, Baum 
76, Mary H. Shaub 
77. Kenneth E. Nahigian 
78, Paul S. Ritz 
79, Harry J, Andruschak 
80. Beverly Kanter 
81. Mark Epstein 
82. Renee Alper 
BJ. John Canaday 
84. Eleanor Farrell 



*Or d e r b efore 9/1~ a nd take a si discount o f f list . 

· SIMULATION GAMES 
•STAR TREK 

·RECORDS 
•BOOKS 

Send 50¢ for current catalog & future mail­
ings. Catalogs sent free with any order . 
Flyer s for distri but i on available f r ee upon 
r equest. Pl ease hel p us spr ead the word! 

Order From: 




