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Top events coming up at SWOSU
• Relay Ups for Life — 3 on 3 basketball tour­

nament to raise money for Relay for Life. 
Wednesday, March 20, from 6 to 9 p.m. in 
the Wellness Center.

• Career Fair — Wednesday, March 30, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Memorial Student 
Union Ballroom.

W e e k l y  W e a t h e r

Source: Weather.com

SWOSU's
signature
event:

'Palooza

The first SWOSUpalooza (above) was on the Student Union lawn in 
2000 and featured Mollys Yes. The annual concert has gone through 
many changes, and on April 19, Whiskey Myers (below) will headline 
the concert.

By Caylie Patton
Staf f  Reporter_________

April 5, 2014. A perfect Saturday 
morning. Clouds m oving in from 
the west. An outside stage is almost 
complete. G raham  C olton was on 
his way w hen then the rain drops 
began to  fall and the SW OSUPaloo- 
za’s 15th anniversary celebration was 
looking questionable.

The 2014 SW OSUPalooza 
shared the stage w ith an O klahom a 
rainstorm  that forced the concert 
indoors to  the Student U nion where 
it all began in 2000 with the band 
Molly’s Yes. This decision likely 
saved Palooza for the years follow­
ing.

The SW OSUPalooza idea origi­
nated in 1997 by a group o f  SWOSU 
students. Then, the brainchild was 
brought to  life in the academic year 
o f  1999-2000. W ith a m onth  left be­
fore the set festival date, the Student 
G overnm ent Association still did 
n o t have the appropriate funds to 
host the event. Eventually, the group 
did secure the funding and so began 
SW OSUpalooza, a free campus 
event.

The end o f  Palooza’s first decade 
brought some changes including a 
name alteration and a price change. 
The name o f  the festival borrow ed 
its’ name partially from  the Lolla- 
palooza festival. In  2009, the festival 
was slightly altered to  a capitol P.
The next year, in 2010, SGA imple-

m ented a minimal fee in order to 
raise funds to bring bigger bands in 
the following years.

The financial decision proved to 
be a good  move w ith Stoney LaRue 
and David Nail being nam ed as 
headliners in following years.

SW OSUPalooza is approach­
ing again. SWOSU Palooza will be 
held April 19 in the Pioneer Cellular 
E vent Center w ith Read Southall 
opening at 7:00 p.m.

This annual event has had names 
like Turnpike Troubadours, G raham

Colton, and the Avett Brothers.
SWOSU Palooza will be held 

April 19 in the Pioneer Cellular 
E vent Center w ith Read Southall 
opening at 7 p.m. This year’s headlin­
er is a fan favorite, the band Whiskey 
Myers.

“We are really looking forward 
to  this years’ event. Whiskey Myers 
is a band that Austin and M att really 
pushed for and som ething that go t a 
lot o f  students excited last year w hen

see Palooza on page 5

Oklahoma colleges 
grapple with crisis

state budget faces shortfall

‘The only way to advance 
the quality of life in our 
state is to advance the 
quality of our higher edu­
cation system.’
-SWOSU President Randy Beutler

By Bayli Blanchard
Staff Reporter__________

A  few m onths ago, oil and gas prices plum m eted. A 
lot o f  citizens were ecstatic because this m eant saving 
money. But for O klahom a, these low prices have caused 
a financial crisis that has affected all sectors, including 
higher education.

Presidents, advisors, professors, as well as staff o f  
O klahom a colleges and universities knew an econom ic 
dow nturn  was im m inent, b u t they could do noth ing  to  
stop it.

E ducation  in 
O klahom a is already 
scarcely funded, and 
school employees 
have learned how  to 
make things work 
w ith a small am ount 
o f  money. N ow  
these people are 
discovering that they have to w ork w ith even less.

T he O klahom a econom y has struggled immensely 
this past year due to  several reasons, including the drop 
in oil and gas production  revenue.

This has caused state departm ent funds to  be cut 
across the board. People all over the state will be affect­
ed, some losing their jobs, others getting pay cuts, and 
some program s being rem oved altogether.

“Budget cuts are no  fun,” said Cindi A lbrightson, 
D epartm en t o f  Engineering Technology professor. 
“There are no  easy decisions to  make w hen it com es to 
budget cuts.”

Colleges across the state have to make decisions on 
w hat positions to  eliminate. Som e universities are doing 
away w ith some o f  their athletics. Scholarships are less 
available, requirem ents are becom ing harder, and the bar 
is being raised in order to receive the scholarships.

A ccording to  KSWO, C am eron University has cut 28 
employees. K X II reports that Southeastern O klahom a 
State is requiring that their staff take furlough, or unpaid 
days. T he O klahom an says that N ortheastern  O klahom a 
College may even have to  tu rn  in to a com m uter school.

see Crisis on page 4

Greek Life contributes to Relay For Life
By MaKenli Ladd
Staff Reporter_____

G reek life at SW OSU is 
no t as big as other schools 
bu t their hearts are just 
as big w hen it com es to 
raising cancer awareness. 
These organizations are 
putting  in the necessary 
am ount o f  w ork year 
round to  raise m oney for 
this event.

Custer County Relay for 
Life is a huge fundraiser 
that works toward raising 
m oney to  research cancer 
and lessen the num ber o f  
people effected. A t South-

western, the four campus 
G reek  life organizations 
are doing their part to 
help w ith this w orth-while 
philanthropy.

This spring, Relay for 
Life is April 15 to  16 on 
the basketball courts o f  
the Southw estern Wellness 
Center.

Social sororities, along 
w ith social fraternities, pu t 
a lot into Relay for Life 
each spring.

“We relay because each 
o f  our m em bers have been 
effected by cancer through 
the loss o f  a loved one,” 
said Z eta president Kaitlin

N oothbaar. “We relay to 
rem em ber and celebrate 
those we have lost to 
cancer and those w ho are 
battling currently.”

Z eta Phi has a m em ber­
ship o f  17 wom en. They 
have had several fundrais­
ers this year.

They partnered  with 
the local Sonic on Main 
Street to  contribute to  their 
Relay for Life Fund. Zeta 
also recently had an Easter 
egg hun t to  better involve 
the com m unity in raising 
funds.

This year Z eta has 
set their goal o f  funds at

$3,000 and plan to  sell 
various handm ade crafts at 
Relay for Life this year to 
help raise additional funds.

Sigma Sigma Chi is also 
getting involved in Relay 
for Life.

“To us this is m ore than 
a yearly philanthropy,” said 
Sigma president Caylie Pat­
ton . “Relay for Life gives 
us the opportunity  to  make 
a real difference here in 
our community. We love 
W eatherford and getting 
to help find a cure for a 
devastating disease like this 
makes it worthwhile to  us.”

see Greek on page 4

SWOSU International 
Banquet is back!
Southw estern’s International Student Association is 

hosting its 2016 banquet 
on Saturday, April 9.

T he 6:30 p.m . banquet 
in the M emorial Student 
Center will be an evening 
to  enjoy diversity with 
food from  all over the 
world, cultural perfor­
mances and fashions from  
different regions.

Tickets are available in 
the International Student Affairs Office in R oom  102 
o f  the A dm inistration Building. Tickets are $10 for 
students, $15 for faculty/general public and children 
under 7 are adm itted for free.
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Technology changes the college campus

Photo Courtesy healthcaredailyonline.com

By Jennifer Steiner
Staff Reporter______

Technology once 
m eant a com puter the size 
o f  a bedroom . However, 
p resen t technology has 
becom e small enough to 
fit in a pocket.

Technology has 
becom e m ore than just 
a large box o f  cords and 
circuitry tha t used to sit 
in the corner o f  the living 
room .

“As com puters be­
com e m ore com plex and 
capable, you can buy 
processors to p u t in your 
com puter that equal super­
com puters from  abou t a 
decade ago,” senior Shelby 
Steiner said.

Supercom puters like 
those used to  assist in the 
launching o f  spacecraft.

A nd y e t...
“Your watch is m ore 

pow erful in processing 
pow er than w hat NASA 
has used to p u t people in 
space,” said Steiner.

N ew  technology does 
n o t have to m ean com ­
puters o r sm artphones. 
SW OSU is finding ways 
to  use the cloud to  help 
students.

K aren Klein, director 
o f  inform ation technology 
services, is looking into a 
“p rin t m anagem ent p ro ­
gram  for s tu d e n t s .  I t  is 
cloud prin ting  w here you 
pu t it in a docum ent in the 
cloud, go to  the kiosk, pull

the docum ent, and p rin t 
from  there.”

T he ease o f  accessibil­
ity o f  prin ting  a docum ent 
anywhere would relieve 
the stress for students 
searching for printers 
o r utilizing a classroom  
printer.

Klein discussed a new  
project the adm inistration 
is w orking toward.

Klein also m entioned 
tha t the cam pus is covered 
in all open  areas, including 
the sports com plex, by the 
W i-Fi netw ork, SWOSU 
Air.

T he idea o f  having 
the W i-Fi netw ork m ore 
broadly accessible around 
cam pus allows for stu­
dents to connect to  the 
in ternet anywhere they 
need to in o rder to ac­
com plish tasks and w ork 
on  projects.

H aving the right tools 
for students to accom ­

plish m any various tasks 
is a m ust w hen thinking 
about w hat else to bring 
to campus. H ow ever, there 
are m any tools available to 
students already.

“The com puter club has 
m em bers who are working 
on making their own video 
games,” Steiner said. “And 
they have those tools avail­
able to them  where they 
can do that.”

The com puter labs are 
available to  students to 
work on projects for class, 
build their knowledge, or 
make program s and create 
video games.

“For instance, the 
school makes technology 
available in the com puter 
science program  where 
students can to  do their 
work and do things that are 
outside of the curriculum 
bu t are also technology 
based,” said Steiner.

N o t all tools are just for

students; some are pu t in 
place to help the campus 
grow year to year. A new 
tool that administration is 
working on is the ability to 
send text messages to new 
students or people inter­
ested in SWOSU.

Being able to  send text 
messages would allow the 
university to reach out in a 
m ore direct way and p os­
sibly increase enrollm ent 
numbers.

“Adding text messag­
ing where students would 
receive texts from  the uni­
versity as an outreach tool 
for new students com ing 
in,” Klein said. “As soon as 
they apply to  the university 
we can send them  a text 
message and try to get 
them  involved as quickly as 
we can.”

The university works on 
having as m uch available to 
students as they can, always 
focusing on bringing the 
absolute best to campus 
despite budget cuts.

D ue to  the cuts, the 
com puters currently on 
campus are going to go 
from  a “ four-year rotation 
cycle to about five years 
now,” Klein said.

Technology on campus 
is a focus for the adminis­
tration

“The college has to 
budget. They have to 
consider m ore than just 
one advancem ent,” said 
Steiner.

Spring 2016 Career Fair 
on SWOSU Campus

Photo Courtesy softwareproviders.com

Southw estern O klahom a State University’s Career 
Services will host a career fair on  Wednesday, M arch 30, 
on  the W eatherford campus.

The fair is from  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the M emorial 
Student C enter Ballroom, and a num ber o f  organiza­
tions will be represented.

The fair is open to  SW OSU students and alumni. 
Em ployers present will be offering full & part time posi­
tions as well as internships possibilities. Professional 
dress is n o t required to  participate in the event bu t is 
highly encouraged, according to SWOSU Career Ser­
vices C oordinator Savannah Schones.

For career fair tips or career advice, visit the Career 
Services office in Stafford 209 o r call 580.774.3233.
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News still important for college students
By Brooke Harden
Staff Reporter_____

The majorities o f  college students hear 
about m ajor news events in some way, 
shape, o r form , bu t how?

A  study done by the Associated Press 
shows that college students are still 
involved as ever w hen it comes to getting 
the news.

“The survey o f  Americans ages 18 
to  34, sometimes called the millennial 
generation, found that two-thirds o f  re­
spondents said they consum e news online 
regularly, often on a social netw orking site. 
O f  those, 40 percent do so several times 
a day, according to the poll, conducted by 
T he A ssociated Press-N O R C  Center for 
Public Affairs Research and the American 
Press Institute.”

M any colleges students still think 
w atching the news in the m ornings or 
later in the evenings are som ething only 
adults do, bu t w hen a popular news event 
comes into conversation college students 
are still inform ed on the subject, so w hat

gives?
SWOSU student Dylan Biggs thinks 

college students get their news from social 
media.

“I think social m edia is probably the 
m ost com m on source o f  inform ation for 
a lo t o f  students today. Students are con­
stantly flipping back and forth  between 
Facebook or Twitter, and tha t’s usually a 
good  source to find ou t a m ajor happen­
ing in the world,” Biggs said.

This is som ething that m any news 
stations have picked up on  in the last 
few years. Nowadays m ost m ajor news 
stations have a social m edia page o f  their 
ow n that is used to broadcast weather 
updates o r p ost m ajor articles and send 
ou t emergency alerts.

A nother com m on way students get 
their news is simply by looking on the 
Internet. M any m ajor websites today 
will post m ajor headlines happening that 
particular day.

Yahoo! has a list o f  the top  ten 
trending topics at all times. This gives the

reader a good idea at w hat is happening at 
a national level. Yahoo! specifically even 
has subcategories you can enter into that 
provide top  news stories in categories 
such as sports, science, celebrity gossip, or 
a particularly h o t topic around this time, 
politics. This is good for the student w ho 
wants the latest on a specific interest o f  
his.

Student Dallis Toth gets m ost o f  her 
news from  the radio.

“I actually get a lo t o f  my news 
updates from  the radio in my car while 
driving,” Toth said.

Students are constantly going from 
one place to another, visiting this friend, 
and going to  this event etc. so it makes 
sense that they would be subjected to  m a­
jor news stories over their car radio.

Toth thinks that it’s easier and m ore 
convenient to  get news from sources on ­
line instead o f  having to  wait for the news 
section to com e on the radio o r television.

Radio stations are a good source for 
inform ation because they tend to give a

good am ount o f  national as well as local 
news. I t ’s also to  the po in t and no t full o f  
fluff news.

Form er SWOSU student and staff 
m em ber Lanita Nikkel used to get her 
news in college from  w atching it on TV.

“My parents w atched the news, so I 
did. I lived with my parents until I got 
m arried, it just kind o f  transferred over 
into our relationship,” Nikkel said.

Lanita feels that m ost people that 
w ent to college in the 80”s watched the 
news and o r listened to it on  the radio. 
She agrees that the times have changed 
and that sites like Facebook and Twitter 
have becom e the num ber one source for 
college students and even high school 
students.

“My children don’t w ant to watch the 
news, they can find w hat they are looking 
for right from  their phones quicker than 
watching it or listening to  it,” said Nikkel. 
“They know  w hat is going on faster and 
m ore accurate than m ost news watchers 
because they get their news instantly.”

Financial Stress:
An Everyday Reality For College Students
By Michelle Taylor
Staff Reporter_______

There are multiple financial strug­
gles that college students face from  
tuition, living costs o r being able to 
afford the basic necessities.

Tuition is a main struggle for 
many. SWOSU freshman take out 
an average $3,765 in loans their first 
year. T he average loan am ount for all 
undergrads is $5,538 per year.

M any college students have ap­
plied for as many scholarships as 
they com e across. Being awarded 
scholarships can be very helpful and 
m any have set up paym ents toward 
tuition as well as college costs.

By carefully watching their 
finances, some p u t their tuition pay­
m ent first. Therefore, n o t allowing 
to get behind by using up to a fourth 
o f  their m onthly incom e . Using the 
rest o f  their paychecks for utilities, 
groceries and o ther necessities. M ak­
ing tuition com e first makes it w here 
they will hopefully graduate debt 
free.

Student Christy Brown says her 
m ain struggle is tuition.

“I w ork as I can throughout the 
week because I do have to  pay for 
tuition sem ester by semester,” brow n 
said, “I don’t have any financial aid 
from FAFSA or o ther means such as 
scholarships. My parents and I split 
tuition.”

Brown decided to  stay at hom e

w ith her parents instead o f  m oving 
ou t and having to pay for rent, insur­
ance and utilities that living on  her 
own would require m ore funds than 
w hat she brings in w orking 32-36 
hours a week.

“By paying tuition this way it also 
makes it w here I can afford only 
so m any hours per semester,” said 
Brown.

Students should be careful w hen 
taking ou t loans because they can 
add up fast. Form er student D iane 
Walters knows this all to well, while 
struggling financially, she still m an­
aged to graduate.

“G oing to  college was a struggle. 
Being just m arried and trying to  w ork 
a full time job, as well as going to 
college for nursing, I racked up close 
to $80,000 in loans,” Walters said.
“I will be spending a long time now  
just trying to  pay o f f  my loans. I f  I 
would have done things differently 
by looking into grants and scholar­
ships it probably would have helped 
ou t a lot, I just didn’t realize it would 
be this m uch.”

Some college experts advise that 
a student total deb t by the time 
they graduate should n o t exceed the 
am ount they will make in one year’s 
salary.

D irector o f  Student Financial 
Services, Jerom e W ichert can provide 
inform ation o f  the different loans, 
grants and m any different types o f

student aids that are available. The 
total financial aid that was awarded in 
2015 was a exactly $40,537,732. Ac­
cording to W ichert, there were a total 
o f  6,481 applicants for the student 
aid program  Federal Application for 
Federal Student Aid.

W ichert said first step to apply­
ing for the FAFSA is to  go to  www. 
fafsa.ed.gov and fill ou t the fo rm  by 
following the directions. By filling 
ou t this application, it will help fur­
ther your chances o f  o ther scholar­
ships and grants. T he SW OSU web 
site has on  abundance o f  inform a­
tion on  grants and loans.

Some o f  those listed are the 
Stafford Student Loans, Tuition Aid 
G rants and Federal W ork Study.

A few o f  the different types o f  
scholarships offered are 

Academic Scholarships 
Athletic Scholarships 
Talent-Based Scholarships 
Southw estern O klahom a State 

Regent Scholarships
SW OSU also accepts financial 

awards aside from  state scholarships.
I f  you have any questions you 

can contact the Student Financial 
Services.

T he office is open M onday 
through Friday from  8 a.m. to  5 p.m. 
Located in the Gen. Thom as P. Staf­
ford center, R oom  224. They can be 
reached by phone (580)774-3786 or 
email sfs@ swosu.edu.

Upcoming
Events

Wednesday, March 30, 2016
All Day TKE Sit-a-thon (M ulti-D ay Event)
9:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Relay Q uilt Ticket Sales 
10:00 AM  - 2:00 PM  C areer Fair 2016
11:30 AM  - 1:30 PM  Presidio TechKnow Series
5:30 PM  - 9:00 PM  Sigma Sigma C hi M arch Sister­

h o o d  (Movie)
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM  Physics Tutoring
6:00 PM  - 9:30 PM  Relay-Ups for Life - 3 on 3

Basketball Tournam ent
7:00 PM  - 8:00 PM  Junior Recital - Douglas Finely

Thursday, March 31, 2016
E nd Tim e 2:00 PM  TKE Sit-a-thon (M ulti-D ay 

Event)
9:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Relay Q uilt Ticket Sales
11:30 AM  - 1:15 PM  Free lunch  at the  Wesley
12:00 PM  - 1:00 PM  The Gifts o f Im perfection Book

Exploration
2:00 PM  - 4:00 PM  Psychology Tutoring
5:00 PM  - 6:30 PM  AAUW  M eeting
5:30 PM  - 10:00 PM  Glow W alk/R un 5K
6:00 PM  - 7:30 PM  A m erican C om posers C oncert
6:30 PM  - 7:30 PM  Miss SW OSU M ock Interview
6:30 PM  - 8:00 PM  Sacred Vocal Recital @ M ethod­

ist Church

Friday, April 01, 2016
Rodeo Teams at G arden C ity C om m unity  College 
All Day 2016-17 SW OSU C heer & Pom  Tryouts
8:00 AM  - 4:30 PM  Last Day to  D rop w ith a G uar­

anteed “W ” and Last Day to A dd CAI Courses
9:00 AM  - 1:00 PM  New Student O rientation
9:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Relay Q uilt Ticket Sales
2:00 PM  - 4:00 PM  Baseball vs. H enderson  State

University
3:00 PM  Softball at H enderson  State U niversity AR

(DH)
7:00 PM  - 9:00 PM  M usic O n M ain

Saturday, April 02, 2016
Rodeo Teams at G arden C ity C om m unity  College 
All Day 2016-17 SW OSU C heer & Pom  Tryouts
8:30 AM  - 4:30 PM  Miss SW OSU & SW OSU’s Teen 

C ontestant’s W eekend
9:00 AM  - 11:00 AM  Spring Football Scrim m age 
12:00 PM  - 4:00 PM  Baseball vs. H enderson State 

University (DH)
12:00 PM  Softball at H enderson State U niversity AR 

(DH)
1:00 PM  - 3:00 PM  Saturday A rt
7:00 PM  - 9:00 PM  Physics A lum ni Banquet

Sunday, April 03, 2016
Rodeo Teams at G arden C ity C om m unity  College 
8:30 AM  - 12:00 PM  Miss SW OSU & SW OSU’s Teen 

C ontestant’s W eekend
2:00 PM  - 4:00 PM  Free Trip to W al-M art Available
3:00 PM  - 5:30 PM  Senior Recital - Jordan Satterlee
5:00 PM  - 11:00 PM  Phi Delta Theta W eekly M eet­

ing
6:30 PM  - 11:00 PM  Sigma Sigma C hi M eeting
8:00 PM  - 11:30 PM  Eta Iota Sigma M eeting

Monday, April 04, 2016
M en’s G olf @ A rgonaut Invitational 
8:00 AM  - 10:00 AM  Executive C ouncil M eeting
9:00 AM  - 5:00 PM  PLC M eeting
9:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Relay Q uilt Ticket Sales
10:00 AM  - 11:30 AM  A dm in C ouncil M eeting
11:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Blood Drive
2:00 PM  - 4:00 PM  Psychology Tutoring
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM  Physics Tutoring
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM  Psychology Tutoring
8:00 PM  - 10:00 PM  G am m a Delta Kappa M onthly 

M eeting
8:00 PM  - 11:00 PM  Zeta Phi M eeting

Tuesday, April 05, 2016
M en’s G olf @ A rgonaut Invitational 
9:00 AM  - 5:00 PM  PLC M eeting
9:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Relay Q uilt Ticket Sales
10:00 AM  - 5:00 PM  Grace H ouse O pen All Day 

Tuesday
11:00 AM  - 4:00 PM  Blood Drive
11:30 AM  - 1:00 PM  FREE Tuesday Lunch
3:30 PM  - 4:30 PM  G raphic Design Association 

M eeting
5:30 PM  - 7:00 PM  Free D inner at Grace H ouse 
6:00 PM  Baseball @ O klahom a City University
6:00 PM  - 7:00 PM  greenhouse w ork  night
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM  Psychology Tutoring
6:00 PM  - 8:00 PM  W estview W riters’ Festival 
6:30 PM  - 10:00 PM  Spring Roll N ight
8:30 PM  - 10:00 PM  M usic Tutoring
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How safe or unsafe are online photos?

By Katie Lafferty
Staff Reporter____

Just posted a picture on Instagram from the 
crazy spring break beach party. Already have 
100 likes and 20 comments saying, ‘Wish I was 
you” and ‘"How lucky." Life seems great right 
now.

B ut w hat happens w hen those 100 likes 
become 100 job declines and those 20 
com m ents becom e 20 denial letters?

C an posting inappropriate pictures 
on social media keep you from  finding 
a job? SW OSU D ean o f  Students Cindy 
D ougherty thinks so. D ougherty explains 
that businesses, corporation, and universi­
ties can and do “drill” your deletes and 
print them  off. This m eans that they can 
look through the posts that you deleted 
on social media to  make sure you are the 
eight fit.

“In  the last 10 years, I know  o f 29 
graduates w ho were denied jobs they were 
offered,” D ougherty said. “Job  offers 
often end w ith pending a background 
check.”

Com panies use social media to  their 
advantage through creeping. A ccording 
to Time.com 93 percent o f  hiring m anag­
ers will review a candidate’s social profile 
before m aking a hiring decision.

S tudent Michelle Taylor has had first­
hand experience w ith this.

“My employer inform ed me during the 
nterview  that they m ight check my social 
media accounts just to  make sure I would 
be giving the right im pression they w anted 
rom  employees,” Taylor said.

D ougherty said SW OSU is one o f  
the m any schools that check social media 
before hiring someone. They also check 
before granting certain scholarships. She 
explains that inappropriate pictures, cyber- 
bullying, sexting and texting inappropri­
ate material can and has go tten  students 
rem oved from  SWOSU.

“My kids do n o t have social media ac­
counts and I am  glad,” Taylor said. “This 
is one way I try to  pro tec t them ; a w rong 
picture can lead to  a lot o f  mishap for 
their futures.”

Im agine having all your dream s come 
true. You just graduated college and got 
your dream  job working w ith your best 
friends. T hen  imagine that being ripped 
away over a picture that was posted  
in high school. This happened here at 
SWOSU.

D ougherty knew three graduating 
Bulldog w om en w ho were all really close 
friends and w anted to  teach together after 
graduation. They all go t job offers in  the 
same district. Two weeks later the jobs 
were rescinded. T he district had drilled the 
girls’ deletes and pulled a picture o f  them  
on  p ro m  night in high school wearing 
evening gowns and drinking Cham pagne 
from  a bottle. T he denial letter said, “We 
cannot hire you know ing you willingly 
broke the law and bragged about it. Job  
offers rescinded.” T he girls were heartb ro ­
ken after that.

Students are becom ing aware o f  situa­
tions like this. They are learning from  o th ­
ers’ mistakes and watching w hat they post.

“I think if  it is 
w orth  posting  before 
I p u t anything on  so­
cial media,” sopho­
m ore Daisy O ropeza 
said. “I am  studying 
to be a special educa­
tion  teacher and 
know  that w hat I 
post can really affect 
my image w hen I am  
looking for a job.”

D ougherty said 
students m ust be 
cautious to  a fault.

“My students 
today m ust live their 
lives like there is a 
camera and a m icro­
phone everywhere.
T hat is because there 
IS a camera and 
m icrophone every­
where,” D ougherty 
said. “Those posted  
words and photos 
are forever. You 
are responsible for 
them. They will no t 
go away.”

A fter the three girls came to  D ough­
erty w hen they first lost their job offers 
they asked if  she could help them . She 
told them  she could no t “fix it” bu t she 
prom ised them  she would create a w ork­
shop and give it free o f  charge to  anyone 
it m ight help before they are in  this situ-

ation. H er w orkshop is called My Online 
Lfe. D ougherty presents this at every 
Freshm an O rientation as well as various 
schools and functions.

“You just have to  use com m on sense,” 
Taylor said. “I f  you would no t w ant your 
grandm a to  see it, then  do no t post it 
online.”

How to stay safe online:
Top tips for children and young people

S Safe:
Keep safe by being careful not to give out personal
information when you're chatting or posting online.
Personal infromation includes your email address,
phone number and password.

M

M eet:
Meeting someone you have only been in touch with
online can be dangerous.  Only do so with your parents'
or carers' permission and even then only when they can
be present.  Remember online friends are still strangers
even if you have been talking to them for a long time.

A
A ccep tin g :
Accepting emails, IM messages, or opening files, images
or test from people you don't know or trust can lead to
problems - they may contain viruses or nasty messages!

R
Reliable: Someone 
online might lie about who they are and information 
o n  th e  in te rn e t m a y  n o t b e  tru e .  A lw a y s c h e c k  

inform ation by looking at other websites, in books 
o r w ith  s o m e o n e  w h o  k n o w s .  I f  y o u  lik e  c h a ttin g
online it;s best to only chat to your real world friends
and family.

T
Tell:
Tell a parent, carer or a trusted adult if someone, or
something, makes you feel uncomfortable or worried,
or if you or someone you know is being bullied online. 

Crisis
Southw estern President 

Randy Beutler is am ong 
the people w ho have to 
make these difficult deci­
sions.

“In  our meetings, we 
are constantly reviewing 
different scenarios that 
include enrollm ent trends 
and degree options that 
will directly affect our 
budget,” Beutler said. “ O ur 
overall goal is to  constantly 
strive to  pro tec t the quality 
o f  our degree program s 
and to  grow  enrollm ent.”

T he budget for higher 
education is being cut by 
$26.3 million. Including 
earlier budget cuts this 
year. T he total loss adds up 
to  be $74 million less than 
last year. Some schools are 
having to  dig in  to  their 
savings in  order to  stay 
afloat. SW OSU has already 
experienced a $611,000 cut 
this year.

R uth Boyd, vice presi­
dent for student affairs, 
says SW OSU will see at 
least one m ore reduction 
during this year.

N o t only will this be 
affecting the staff, bu t the 
students will also be af­

fected in several 
ways. Program s 
are being cut and 
funds for cam ­
pus-supported  
groups will take 
a dive.

Southw estern 
has announced 
that they are 
eliminating the 
G uard O ffi­
cer Leadership 
D evelopm ent 
program. The 
Athletic Training 
departm ent is also taking a 
hit resulting in  the eventual 
rem oval o f  the program. 
Students w ho are already 
enrolled will get to  finish, 
bu t there will be no new 
students allowed.

“Truthfully, any and 
all ideas for trim m ing the 
budget are on  the table,” 
Boyd said. “We will place 
a continued emphasis on  
scholarship funding and 
student cam pus employ­
m ent opportunities in or­
der to  reduce this burden 
for our students.”

Southw estern is doing 
everything they can to 
make the right decisions

for the campus, the staff, 
and the students.

Randy Ellis from  
N ew sO K  writes that many 
colleges are offering new 
options like joint degree 
program s, early retirem ent 
options, and even sharing 
faculty betw een institu­
tions.

M any have been critical 
o f  the prioritizing o f  the 
state’s funds. O klahom a’s 
public education system is 
ranked 47th in the U nited 
States. Students turning 
ou t o f  these public schools 
are under the w ater already, 
so higher education has 
to  help these young adults 
w hen they get to  college.

T he funding is needed in  
b o th  education areas to 
im prove the awful situa­
tion  O klahom a academics 
is in.

“I would hope that 
everyone that is a part o f  
the SW OSU family - be it 
alumni, students, faculty, 
staff, friends or individuals 
in  the com m unity - would 
becom e a vocal advocate 
for higher education in  
Oklahom a,” Beutler said.

“ O ur political leader­
ship will respond to  these 
pressures. T he only way to 
advance the quality o f  life 
in  our state is to  advance 
the quality o f  our higher 
education system.”

Greek from page 1

These w om en have had several fundraisers last sum ­
m er and continuing until Relay for Life.

They have had “Giving Cancer the B oot” (a w estern 
them ed dance night), car washes, and an  upcom ing taco 
dinner on  M arch 29. This year Sigma hopes to  m eet 
their goal am ount o f  $15,000. A t Relay for Life this year 
Sigma will have kid-friendly games to  help them  raise 
funds.

Each year G reek life contributes tens o f  thousands o f  
dollars to  the Custer County Relay for Life. These four 
team s make a bigger im pact than  m ost realize.

“We relay because some o f  us have been person­
ally effected by the repercussions o f  this disease,” said 
Phi D elta T heta  president Elijah Tedder “We w ant our 
brothers to  know  that we are here to support them  no 
m atter what.”Phi D elta T heta has a m em bership o f  15 
men. These m en w ork hard during bo th  semesters to  do 
their part for relay. Last year they set the bar high at the 
event w ith their BBQ  and this year hope to  contribute 
just as much. Their fundraisers have done well and they 
look forward to  tallying up how  m uch they have raised 
over the course o f  the year. Tau K appa E psilon is also 
doing their part to  prepare for Relay for Life.

“Relay for Life gives us a great hope,” said Tau K appa 
Epsilon  president Blake Burke. “As a unit we really enjoy 
participating in Relay for Life because seeing all o f  the 
m em bers o f  the com m unity com e together to  find a cure 
for such a tragic disease is really inspiring.”

Tau K appa Epsilon  has a m em bership o f  40 men. 
They use this inspiration they gain through relay every 
year to  fuel their fundraiser to  raise funds. They have 
had several fundraisers this year and are planning a final 
fundraiser, a chili dinner, before relay. T he proceeds will 
go to  their Relay for Life fund.

Relay for Life is only one way that Southw estern 
G reek life is giving back to  this community. These four 
organizations have given back to  the local W eatherford 
Middle School food bank, T he Cham ber o f  Com m erce 
annual toy drive, given baked goods to  the local fire and 
police stations.

“This com m unity and campus has always been so 
good  to  us,” Patton  said. “So it is nice to  be able to give 
back to  them .”



The Southwestern March 30, 2016 • Page 5NEWS
How important are college rankings?

US NEWS RANKING FORMULA

From US News sod World Report

Rankings are calculated 
by adding up points in 
seven areas.

Academic reputation 
(Undergraduate)

Retention

Faculty resources

Student selectivity

Financial resources

Graduation rate

Alumni giving rate

Photo Courtesy theithacan.org

By Max Jirak
Staff Reporter

College rankings are an im portan t 
part o f  today’s culture in the w ork­
place, or they seem to  be at least.

People w ant to  attend the best 
colleges so that they can have the 
best future possible, bu t in the end 
does the ranking o f  the college you 
attend m atter that much?

T he ways to  get in college have 
been the same for a while now. 
Achieving a good  ACT or SAT 
score and having a good  G PA  gets 
a norm al student into a local state 
college w ith a score around 18 and 
for others a 21. A  few colleges let 
you com bine an ACT w ith a G PA  to 
allow you into the college o f  choice.

A fter being accepted into a 
couple different schools the biggest 
decision o f  your life will be ahead. A 
person may be accepted into H ar­
vard, Yale, Princeton, and O klahom a, 
bu t just because they get accepted 
doesn’t m ean it’s the best fit for 
them. T he top schools in the nation 
currently rank in order at: Princeton, 
H arvard, Yale, Columbia and, com ­
ing in at fifth, Stanford.

C urt Waugh, w ho attended O kla­
hom a State University, says O SU  
helped him  because o f  the relation­
ships he built for the future.

“G oing to  OSU didn’t affect my 
ability to  land a job personally. For 
me, it was a relationship my profes­
sor had with an SVP o f  an NBA 
team, that I built a relationship 
w ith w ho go t me in touch with the 
Spurs,” said Waugh.

A m ber Bachiochi o f  SW OSU said 
that her decision to go to SW OSU 
wasn’t about rankings whatsoever.

“SW OSU’s size and location was 
great for me, the rankings didn’t 
have any im pact on w hether or no t 
I chose it or another school. I know 
from  w ord o f  m outh  that it is a great 
school, so that’s why I’m  here,” said 
Bachiochi.

In  the workforce today - especial­
ly if  you didn’t go to H arvard or Yale 
- it’s usually about w ho you know, 
no t w hat you know.

“Status or rank was never m en­
tioned once along the way. But had I 
no t been in the Sports M anagem ent

Program  at OSU I m ight no t be 
where I am today,” said Waugh, w ho 
is now  D irector o f  G roup Tickets 
and H ospitality for the San Diego 
Padres.

Many students in the poor 
econom y are obtaining their basics at 
smaller com m unity colleges for two 
years and then m oving on to  a larger 
school for their m ajor o f  choice. Stu­
dents on sports scholarships usually 
choose the colleges that give them  
the m ost money. W hat they should 
be concerned about though is w hat 
that college can do for them  after 
sports.

Zach G onzalez first attended 
N o rthern  O klahom a College in 
Tonkawa and University o f  Science 
and A rts o f  O klahom a in Chickasha 
because o f  scholarships and his fu­
ture wife. T he school ranking didn’t 
m atter so m uch, he just w anted to 
play baseball and get a degree.

H e also m entioned how  his 
degree didn’t help him  too  m uch 
anyways.

“Fortunately for me, the railroad 
doesn’t need a college degree to 
becom e a conductor or engineer, bu t 
i f  I ever go higher up it may help.
My degree was in physical education 
and I knew I w ouldn’t make enough 
m oney to  support my family on a 
teacher’s salary. So my college did no t 
have any affect on  my job status or 
paycheck,” said Gonzalez.

C urt W augh’s wife Allie, also 
w ent to  O klahom a State University, 
bu t she could have gone to  SW OSU 
on a better scholarship. Allie decided 
she would rather get the experience 
and higher credibility that comes

along with going to a better-ranked 
school, bu t it seems now  that it 
didn’t really matter.

“In  my life I ’ve never had anyone 
say W e hired you because you came 
from  a reputable program /college.’ 
But being on the o ther side o f  that 
process, I definitely pay attention and 
look m ore closely at a candidate with 
a reputable school,” said Allie.

People like Zach that don’t re­
ally need their scholarships because 
better jobs com e along still need to 
realize that w ith their degree they can 
m ove up the ladder.

W ith that being said, some people 
aren’t even going to  college, but 
instead go into the oil business or 
m ore o f  the m anual labor fields 
because it pays better and they w on’t 
have any college debt.

O n  the o ther end, if  you want 
a m anager position in the oil field, 
going back to school could definitely 
help.

“I had a lo t o f  friends get oil and 
gas jobs because o f  the university’s 
status and relationship w ith Conoco 
Phillips,” said Waugh.

College rankings do m atter espe­
cially for higher end jobs in m arket­
ing and business, bu t the experiences 
and way you carry yourself take you 
m uch farther. Yes a person from  
H arvard is probably going to be 
m ore successful than a person that 
attends O SU -O K C  that’s just a fact.

But...
I f  you are looking for good  col­

leges, do w hat’s best for yourself 
w hether it concerns money, friends 
o r experience, no t just i f  a certain 
college ranks better than another.

Palooza from page 1

Students relax at the first SWOSUpalooza in 2000.

they were campaigning,” said C onner Patton, a cabinet 
m em ber o f  the SGA.

W hen Read Southall perform ed at JC  Cowboys a 
few m onths ago he brought a really great crowd from  
no t only W eatherford bu t also from  O klahom a City and 
Stillwater.

W ith Whiskey Myers and Read expect to draw a pretty 
large crowd o f  SW OSU students and students from  other 
universities as well as individuals from  surrounding areas.

This event has been held at various SW OSU locations 
such as the Student U nion, the Clock Tower, the Football 
field, and Rodeo grounds. In  2014 the concert was held 
on the SW OSU campus around the Student U nion lawn 
and Clock Tower bu t the outdoor setting for future years 
was in question w hen the concert was m oved inside due 
to rain. This year will be the second year to  hold the con­
cert in the Pioneer Cellular E vent Center, which proved 
to be a huge success last year.

SW OSUPalooza was created to bring students togeth­
er for a night o f  good fun. Before the event begins there 
will be an outdoor start up party with, the radio station, 
The Coyote playing music and prom oting the event.

Big Truck Tacos will also be set up before the show 
for students and com m unity m em bers to grab a delicious 
bite before the show.

“We have a lot o f  students that are really excited 
about having Big Truck Tacos here” , said Patton.

Big Truck Tacos is a well-known food truck in O kla­
homa. They also have a perm anent location in O K C  
where custom ers can sit down and eat.

Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for the general 
public prior to the event. Tickets will go up to $10 for 
students and $15 for the general public at the door.

Crossword (courtesy of mirroreyes.com)

ACROSS
1, Terminates 
5. Diaphanous
10, Break in friendly relations
14. Verruca
15. French farewell
16. Beige
17. Always
18. Insight
20, Fine or decorative clothing
22. Terrestrial
23. Charged particle
24. Classifies
25. Empty boasting
32. Promises
33. Fruit of the oak tree
34. Hcnpcck
37. Violent disturbance
38. Cubic meter
39. Spanish lady
40. Shade tree
41. Moon of Saturn
42. Anagram of "Paste11
43. Financial support 
45.3-banded armadillo
49. Dandy
50, Photo devices 
53. Cordial
57. Feelings of anxiety
59. Colored part of an eye
60. Care for
61. Film
62. Shower
63. Countercurrent
64. Perspiration
65. Anagram of "Ties11

DOWN
1. Pitcher
2. Central area of a church
3. Remnant
4. Not curved
5. Fine wheat meal
6. Bright thought
7.54 in Roman numerals
8. Encounter
9. Christmas season
10. Backward-looking
11. Less friendly
12. Not back
13. Melodics
19. Malicious burning

21, Records
25. Drill
26. Train track
27. ''Smallest" particle
28. Philippine tribal chief
29. Large body of water
30. Sores on toes
31. Fury
34. Ark builder
35. Against
36. Shocked reaction
38. Take in slowly
39. Loses heart

41. Russian emperors
42, Academician
44. Compensate for
45. Sharp
46. Like windows
47. Alter
48. Prepared
51. Goals
52. Winter precipitation
53. Largest continent
54. Rascal
55.53 in Roman numerals 
56, Feudal worker 
58, Night before
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Fast and easy recipes for
college students

By Conner Kent
Staff Reporter____

Cooking in college can often be time 
consum ing, expensive, and difficult for 
the inexperienced. N um erous recipes are 
often  lengthy and high priced, m aking the 
idea o f  cooking m uch less appealing to 
college students. However, eating ou t ev­
ery night is n o t financially possible. Three 
Southw estern students have discovered 
specific recipes that are cheap, fast, and 
fun to make with friends and family.

Learning new  recipes to cook often 
creates a feeling o f  independence for 
m any students, including senior Katie 
Hawkins.

In  fall 2015, Katie was 
excited to go hom e 
and cook a new  
chicken burrito  rec­
ipe she had learned 
from  her m o ther’s 
emails.

“As I started cook­
ing the chicken, m om  
w ouldn’t leave the 
kitchen and kept trying 
to  do stuff. I kept telling 
her that I was doing this 
on  my own like she usu­
ally does.”

Katie quickly kicked 
her m om  ou t o f  the 
kitchen like her m o ther had done to 
her m any times in the past.

Five m inutes later, K atie’s m other was 
back in the kitchen trying to help.

“Finally I told her that she could come 
and open all o f  the cans, p ou r them  and 
stir occasionally.”

While Katie cooked the chicken and 
onions, her m o ther opened the cans o f  
green chilies, cream  o f  chicken soup, and 
cream  o f  m ushroom  soup.

Katie quickly realized her m om  was 
only trying to help, just like she attem pted 
to  help her m other w hen she was young­
er.

“W hat was so ironic was how  that was 
m e w hen I was little and I was just w ant­
ing to  do som ething to  show I was trying 
to help. I t  was weird to see the roles 
reversed and that I go t to see how  m om  
felt w hen I was ‘helping.’ “

The chicken burritos were n o t only 
delicious, bu t they also flooded K atie’s

m ind with 
m em ories 
o f  cooking 
w ith her 
m other.

Katie 
is one 
o f  many 
college
students w ho have becom e m asters o f  the 
kitchen during their college years, w ith the 
help o f  the scrum ptious chicken burritos.

Southw estern senior H unter D inkines 
and recent graduate Emily Belz are also 
students w ho have enjoyed cooking while 
in college, specifically

Black Bean Bur­
ritos. The best part is that they re­

quire only 5 ingredients: 1 can o f  drained 
black beans, 2 spoon fills o f  plain G reek 
yogurt, % cup o f  shredded cheese, % cup 
o f  salsa, and 4 tortillas.

“I t ’s the perfect m eal for a loaded 
hom ew ork night,” said Belz. “I t’s about as 
fast as you can get and it’s super yummy.” 

A  great bonus for this recipe is that it 
is inexpensive for a college student.

“I like how  it doesn’t cost a whole lot 
to  make the burritos,” said Dinkines. “I t’s 
inexpensive and quick to make, perfect 
for a college kid.”

Popular websites such as Buzzfeed 
and Pinterest have links to  hundreds o f  
recipes for college students that contain 
step-by-step instructions.

Chicken Burrito 3-4 

chicken breasts (cook reserving 1 cop broth)Chopped OnionSmall can of chopped green chilies1 can of cream of 

chicken soup1 can of cream of mushroom soupCorn or flour tortillasGrated cheeseCook the chicken, then chop into pieces.Cook onion in small 
amount of butter.Add green chilies, soups, and broth.  Cook for about 10 minutes.Add chicken.Layer tortillas, chicken mixture, cheese, repeat.Bake in the oven for 25-30 minutes at 375 degrees.

Black Bean Burrito
To prepare the burritos:
Stir all o f the ingredients together, fill tortillas, and roll (A health­

ier option would be to spread the ingredients onto a corn tortilla 
instead o f filling a flour tortilla)

Spray casserole dish with a cooking spray 
For a flour tortilla, bake for 15 minutes at 375 degrees 
For a corn tortilla, bake for 10 min at 375 degrees 
Top with cheese and salsa
Bake for 5 more minutes or until cheese is melted

How much video game is too much?
By Andikan Usanga
Staff Reporter

A c c o r d in g  to  W ik ip e d ia ,  “ a  v id e o  g a m e  is a n  e le c t r o n ic  g a m e  t h a t  
in v o lv e s  h u m a n  in t e r a c t io n  w i th  a  u s e r  in te r f a c e  t o  g e n e r a te  v is u a l  
f e e d b a c k  o n  a  v id e o  d e v ic e  s u c h  as a  T V  s c r e e n  o r  c o m p u t e r  m o n i ­

to r .”
T a y o  A j ib o la  a n  a c tiv e  g a m e  p la y e r  s a id  t h a t  f o r  h im  p la y in g  

m o r e  t h a n  1 8  h o u r s  w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  t o o  m u c h .
“ I c a n  P la y  F I F A  16  f o r  1 2  h o u r s  a n d  M o r ta l  K o m b a t  f o r  s ix  

h o u r s ,”  A j ib o la  sa id .
“ I  d o n ’t  re a lly  p la y  v id e o  g a m e s ,”  J o h n  E z e ,  a  p a s s iv e  v id e o  

g a m e r ,  sa id . “ I  p la y  F I F A  1 6  a n d  N e e d  f o r  S p e e d  o n c e  in  a  
w h ile .”

T o  h im , t h r e e  h o u r s  o f  p la y in g  v id e o  g a m e s  w o u ld  b e  t o o  
m u c h .

“ I  c a n  p la y  G T A  a n d  F I F A  f o r  th e  w h o le  day,”  C l i f f o rd  
Y u y u n  sa id . “ S ix  h o u r s  in  a  d a y  w o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  t o o  m u c h  
b e c a u s e  I ’v e  g o t  w o r k ,  a s s ig n m e n ts  a n d  s le e p .”

“ I  d o  n o t  p la y  v id e o  g a m e s ,  b u t  I  b e l ie v e  2  h o u r s  a  d a y  
is e n o u g h ,”  s a id  I s e la  S a n d o v a l .  “A n y th in g  m o r e  t h a n  th a t  
w o u ld  b e ,  in  m y  o p in io n ,  t o o  m u c h .”
D i f f e r e n t  p e o p le ,  d e p e n d in g  o n  th e i r  lo v e  f o r  v id e o  g a m e s  

h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  l im its  as  t o  h o w  m a n y  h o u r s  th e y  c a n  s p e n d  in  f r o n t  
o f  a  t e le v is io n  o r  c o m p u t e r  s c re e n . B u t  h o w  m u c h  is t o o  m u c h ?

A  s u rv e y  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  K a is e r  F a m ily  F o u n d a t io n  in  2 0 1 0  
a s k e d  e x p e r t s  t h e i r  o p in io n s .

“ I t ’s a  fu l l - t im e  jo b  p lu s  10  h o u r s  o f  o v e r t im e ,  a n d  t h a t ’s th e  
a v e ra g e ,”  s a id  D o u g la s  G e n t i le ,  a  p s y c h o lo g is t  a n d  th e  d i r e c to r  o f  
M e d ia  R e s e a r c h  L a b  a t  I o w a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  P e w  r e s e a r c h  c e n te r  4 9  p e r c e n t  o f  A m e r ic a n  
a d u l ts  e v e r  p la y  v id e o  g a m e s ,  a n d  10  p e r c e n t  c o n s id e r  th e m s e lv e s  
g a m e rs .

P u b l ic  a t t i tu d e s  to w a r d  g a m e s  a n d  th e  p e o p le  w h o  p la y  t h e m  a re  
c o m p le x  a n d  o f t e n  u n c e r ta in .

V id e o  g a m e s ,  lik e  m o s t  th in g s ,  h a v e  t h e i r  v a r io u s  p r o s  a n d  c o n s . 
M a n y  c o lle g e  s tu d e n t s ’ g r a d e s  s u f f e r  d u e  to  a d d ic t io n  to  v id e o  
g a m e s . O n  th e  f lip  s id e  i t  c a n  a ls o  b o o s t  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  m o ra le .

D a p h n e  B a v e lie r  (P h .D .)  s a id  t h a t  g a m in g  h e lp s  r e s o lv e  g re y  lev e l, 
w h ic h  in  t u r n  m a k e s  f o r  b e t t e r  d r iv e r s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  fo g g y  w e a th e r .  
D e s p i t e  c o m m o n  b e lie f s ,  p la y in g  a c t io n  v id e o  g a m e s  h e lp s  w i th  e y e ­
s ig h t,  e n a b le s  p e o p le  t o  h a v e  g r e a te r  a t t e n t i o n  to  d e ta i l ,  f a s te r  r e a c ­
t i o n  t im e s ,  a n d  im p r o v e s  h a n d - e y e  c o o r d in a t io n .

Writer's Festival features 
poetry, workshops
By Hannah Flaherty
Features Editor____________

The 23rd A nnual Westview W riters’ 
Festival is taking place at the SWOSU 
Conference Center on April 5-6. West- 
view is published semi-annually by the 
Language A rts D epartm en t o f  South­
w estern O klahom a State University. P ub­
lications include previously unpublished 
fiction, poetry, prose poem s, drama, 
nonfiction, book  reviews, literary criti­
cism, and artwork.

The Westview W riters’ Festival will 
begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday April 5, 2016 
with a slam poetry  w orkshop with Jen ­
nifer H udgens, author o f  Girls W ho Fell 
in Love w ith War. Jennifer E. H udgens, 
originally from  O klahom a City has pub ­
lished poetry  in a variety o f  journals. H er 
first full-length collection, Girls W ho Fell 
in Love w ith War, was released through 
Swimming w ith E lephants Publications in 
Jan. 2016.

H udgens is currently pursuing her 
Bachelor’s degree in Creative W riting 
at the University o f  Central Oklahoma. 
H udgens is the co-editor o f  W icked Ban­
shee Press. H udgens is also a p art o f  the 
O klahom a City Slam Poetry team.

The w orkshop will be a fun, hands- 
on experience for everyone. Starting 
at 7 p.m., H udgens will be perform ing 
her own poetry  from  Girls W ho Fell in 
Love with War. Poetry in translation by 
SWOSU students will provide a cre­
ative and enhancing perform ance o f  the 
poetry. A fter the perform ance there will 
be time for questions and answers, along 
with book  signing by Hudgens. Books

will be for sale at the event.
The second night o f  the Festival will 

feature the upcom ing author, C.H. A rm ­
strong. Starting at 7p.m. on  April 6, 2016, 
A rm strong  will prom ote her new  novel 
and read som e excerpts for the audience. 
C.H. A rm strong  is a native o f  El Reno, 
Oklahom a. A rm strong  is a 1993 gradu­
ate o f  the University o f  O klahom a, has 
a life-long passion for the stories o f  the 
D ust Bowl. H er new  novel, T he Edge o f  
N ow here, was recently released by Penner 
Publishing in Jan. 2016. She currently 
resides in M innesota.

A rm strong’s novel, The Edge o f  N o ­
where, is historical fiction based in 1992 
Oklahom a. A fter the reading and discus­
sion, there will be time for questions and 
answers w ith A rm strong  and a book  sign­
ing. H er book  will be for sale at the event.

B oth nights o f  the Westview W riters’ 
Festival offer a great opportunity  for all 
students, faculty, and staff. I t will offer 
exposure to local creative writing and the 
different culture o f  each literary work. 
The festival will be b o th  entertaining and 
educational for every individual that at­
tends. There will be a bake sale hosted  by 
the SWOSU English Club at the festival 
for b o th  nights. There will also be West- 
view journals for sale.

For m ore inform ation about the 
Westview W riters’ Festival, contact Dr. 
A m anda Smith at am anda.sm ith@ swosu. 
edu or by phone at 580.774-3734. For 
m ore inform ation about the authors, the 
websites are available at h ttp ://th eh u d g e - 
poetry.weebly.com/girls-who-fell-in-love- 
with-war.html and h ttp ://ch a rm stro n g - 
b o o k s .co m /.
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Softball team earns split at Oklahoma Baptist

Miranda West hit a two-run triple in the first (Photo Courtesy 
http://swosuathletics.com)

A fter rallying to force 
extra innings in the opener, 
SW OSU controlled the 
series finale against Okla­
hom a Baptist to split the 
doubleheader and the se­
ries against the Lady Bison 
in Shawnee.

O klahom a Baptist 6, 
SW OSU 5 (9 inn.)

Taya H aney hit a three- 
run  hom e run  to center 
in the top  o f  the seventh 
inning, erasing a 4-0 deficit 
and tying the game at 4-4 
to  force extra innings. In  
the eighth inning, SWOSU 
took  the lead briefly by 
capitalizing on  an OBU 
error, bu t a Bulldog error 
in the bo tto m  o f  the frame 
allowed the Lady Bison to 
tie the game back up at 5-5 
and force another extra 
inning.

SW OSU go t one bas- 
erunner in the top  o f  the 
n in th  bu t they were unable 
to  push one across, leaving 
the door open for the Lady

Bisons, w ho go t a tw o-out 
single to  score the gam e­
w inning run  in w alkoff 
fashion. Larie Amos (1-4) 
took  the loss after allowing 
four hits and two runs in 
the final 2.2 innings.

SW OSU 5, Oklahom a 
Baptist 2

T he Bulldogs scored 
four runs in the first inning 
and never looked back as 
they w on the series finale 
to  split the series.

M iranda W est hit a two- 
run  triple in the first while 
two o ther SWOSU runs 
scored on  errors as the

Dawgs pu t four runs on 
the board, needing just two 
hits, before OBU even got 
an at-bat.

O klahom a Baptist got 
all o f  their scoring in the 
bo tto m  o f  the fourth 
inning on  a tw o-run 
hom e run  o ff  H aney that 
briefly cut the lead to  4-2. 
SW OSU added an insur­
ance run  in the sixth inning 
as Shannon Driggers 
scored on a passed ball, 
which was crucial as OBU 
loaded the bases and got 
two runs hom e in the b o t­
tom  o f  the seventh before 
the Dawgs recorded the 
final out.

H aney (5-9) nearly 
tossed her seventh com ­
plete game o f  the season 
and earned the win after 
lim iting OBU to two runs 
on  six hits in 6.1 innings 
before Taylor Eaves came 
to  get the final two outs o f  
the game.

Hailey Tucker selected 
for freshman all-stars

Southwestern’s Hailey Tucker is on a list of the top 
ten freshmen in NCAA Division II (Photo Courtesy 
http://swosuathletics.com)

Standout SWOSU guard Hailey Tucker has been 
nam ed to  the A ll-Freshm an Team by D ivision II Bul­
letin, an h o n o r bestow ed upon  just 10 freshm an from  
around the nation. T he outlet announced their postsea­
son honors on  Monday.

Tucker led the Lady Bulldogs as they finished with 
their third 20-win season under the direction o f  coach 
Kelsi M usick and advanced to  the G reat Am erican C on­
ference Tournam ent Cham pionship game for the fourth 
time. She led her team  in scoring, averaging 15.4 points 
per game and hit 81 three-pointers, the second-m ost in a 
single season in school history, while also ranking second 
on  the team  w ith 177 rebounds and 43 blocked shots. 
This is the latest h onor for Tucker, w hose full list o f  ac­
colades can be found below, and she becom es the Lady 
Bulldogs first A ll-Freshm an Team honoree as m em bers 
o f  N C A A  D ivision II.

SWOSU Settles for one win against OBU
Photo Courtesy http://swosuathletics.com

SWOSU go t strong starting pitching on  Saturday bu t 
had to settle for a split with O klahom a Baptist, w ho won 
the three-gam e G reat Am erican Conference series 2-1. 
The Bulldogs (17-10, 10-5 GAC) return to  action on 
Tuesday at O klahom a Christian.

G unnar C ook pitched a com plete game for the 
Dawgs, allowing just four hits and one earned run  with 
10 strikeouts in the nine-inning opener.

C ook im proved to  5-2 w ith the win, which evened the 
series at one game apiece to set the stage for a showdown 
in the rubber match.

SWOSU go t ou t quick offensively, putting  two 
runs on  the board  in the first inning as K orbin Polston 
slugged a tw o-run hom e run  to left field to make it 2-0 in 
favor o f  the Dawgs after an inning.

T hat lead would grow  in the sixth inning as SWOSU

pu t three m ore runs up with Tanner D earm an scoring 
on  a passed ball before Jacob Spring and Zach B arton hit 
RBI singles to score Joshua Santos and Polston.

OBU go t their lone run  o f  the game on a solo hom er 
in the top  o f  the eighth inning.

SW OSU go t two runs in the bo tto m  o f  the first 
inning, getting an RBI double from  Spring and an RBI 
single from  Barton to  take a 2-1 lead that would stand up 
until the top  o f  the seventh inning, w hen OBU scored 
three runs to go ahead and hold on  for the victory.

D evin Ring tossed the first 5.1 innings and allowed 
six hits and just one run  before com ing in favor o f  D il­
lon  Freie and Q uin ton  D ougherty  who closed the sixth 
inning.

D ougherty  (0-1) go t roughed up in the seventh and 
took  the loss after allowing three runs on  four hits.

SWOSU prepares 
to host rodeo
By Bailey Hood
Staff Reporter_____

O n April 7, 2016 the Rodeo will be held in the D o n  
Mitchell Rodeo Arena, it is a two-day event lasting until 
April 9th. SWOSU has b o th  teams m en and w om en in 
contention  to  qualify for the College N ational finals as 
well as m any individual com petitors. In  the Rodeo they 
will have Saddle Bronc Riding, Bareback Riding, Bull 
Riding, Barrel Racing, Breakaway Roping, and G oat 
Tying. Stacey Bailey, Rodeo team  m em ber says, “she is 
excited to see how  the Rodeo will play out.” “The Rodeo 
team  has been w orking really hard all season long” says 
Stacey, “ and I know  that everyone will be at the top o f  
their game for our hom e rodeo.”

Stacey says that “ hosting  a rodeo is a lo t o f  hard 
w ork bu t it is also very rewarding and a ton  o f  fun” she 
says, “its such an awesome feeling to hear the grand­
stands erupt w hen som eone from  SWOSU rides into the 
arena.” T he com m unity does a lo t to  help us pu t on the 
rodeo, and in turn, the rodeo does a lo t to benefit the 
city o f  W eatherford and SW OSU” she said “the rodeo 
brings thousands o f  dollars into the W eatherford com ­
m unity over the weekend.” There is also a H ide Relay 
Race that involves fast horses, daring “hide riders,” and 
lots o f  laughter. Teams o f  5 will race to  ride from  one 
end o f  the arena to the o ther on a cowhide being pulled 
behind a horse. O ne person rides the horse while the 
rem aining team  m em bers jump on  and o ff  the hide in 
designated exchange zones. “T he H ide Race can get 
pretty  wild, so it is always a m ust-see at rodeos!”

“The Rodeo is a m ust see event says Maci Glasscock, 
a junior at SWOSU she says that it is the th ing to do on 
campus!” I love the rodeo and w hen it comes time to 
support my fellow classmates I jump at the opportunity!

SWOSU Athletics Seeks Interns
2006-2007

The Southwestern Oklahoma State University Athletic D epart­

ment is seeking m otivated, hard-working students to  join their team 

as interns fo r the 2 0 1 6 - 1 7  school year. There are three internship 

positions are available in three different areas, w ith the selected 

candidates expected to  work bo th  together and independently to fill a 

variety of roles within the departm ent.

C hosen candidates will be selected fo r three different posi­

tions, including: Athletic Marketing & External Affairs, Gameday O p­

erations & Prom otions and Athletic Communications. T he internship 

may be taken fo r class credit, bu t it is unpaid, beginning in the fall 

semester and concluding at the end o f  the spring semester. Students 

are likely to work 1 0  hours per week in addition to games and events, 

which will include nights and weekends.

For m ore inform ation, interested applicants are asked to 

subm it a letter o f  interest to  one o f  three m em bers o f  the SWOSU 

Athletic Departm ent: Josh Collins (josh.collins@ swosu.edu), Game- 

day Operations Manager, Jessica Heard(jessica.heard@ swosu.edu) 

or D oug Self (doug.self@swosu.edu), Sports Inform ation  Director. 

All majors are welcome to apply fo r  the internship!

mailto:josh.collins@swosu.edu
mailto:jessica.heard@swosu.edu
mailto:doug.self@swosu.edu
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Res Life
New, Coming Fall of 2016.....

We are excited to announce that in the fall of 2016, Neff and Stewart 
Hall will have 24 hour visitation. This change is designed for upper classmen 
that live on campus. Also, we are eager to announce that Stewart Hall will be 
undergoing minor construction to its rooms this summer. At the end of the 
construction period, all beds will be movable and a select number of rooms 
will have carpet. We hope that you are as excited as we are about the upcoming 
changes to our buildings. If these changes interest you, we will be re-contracting 
April11th-15th. At that time, the RAs of your designated hall will seek you out 
and allow you to re-new your contract as well as letting you receive first choice 
on your room and hall assignment over incoming applicants.

Pics of
R e s  L if e

resident spotlight
Paden Bottom

Hometown: Mountain View, OK 

Classification: Freshman 

M ajor: Exercise Science 

Resident Hall: Neff Hall

Why did you choose your major?

I chose SWOSU because it is fairly close to home and it has a beautiful and practical 
campus.

W hat are your hobbies?

I enjoy hanging out with friends and playing softball at Rader Park with my buddies. 

W hat do you want to do when you graduate?

I intend to go onto graduate school and get my Masters in Sports Medicine.

Who’s been a major influence in your life?

“You don’t have to know where you are going, you just have to know where you’ve 
been”- Mater from Cars

resident spotlight
Ethan Mazzio

Hometown : Moore, O K  
Classification : Freshman 
Major: Vocal Music Performance 
Building: Jefferson Hall

Why did you choose your major?
I chose to be a vocal performance major because 

choir was my favorite
class in high school. Singing is my favorite thing to 

do, and I hope I
can make a career out o f it.

What are your hobbies?
When the weather is right I love to go hiking in 

Oklahoma state parks. I
also enjoy working on engines and cars.

What do you want to do when you graduate?
When I graduate, I want to be either a contemporary singer/artist or a 
music composer.

What’s your favorite SWOSU moment?
My favorite SWOSU moment was racing office chairs with a friend across 
the lobby o f the Fine Arts Center. My chair was missing a wheel and 
stopped dead, my arm still hurts from that fall.

RA of the month
Ty Haight

Residence Life would like to recognize Ty Haight 
from Jefferson Hall as our Resident Advisor of the 
Month. Ty is an Engineering Technology major 
from Fairview that loves to hunt, fish, and make 
people happy. Ty decided to become a RA because 
Derrick Fast and John Srader encouraged him to 
apply. He had always considered applying, but the 
extra push from them helped him decide. When 
asked for his favorite RA moment, Ty stated that it 
was “playing cards against humanity with my floor.” 
We encourage everyone to thank him for all of his 
hard work and dedication.

ResLIFE Happenings
What When Where

ResLife @  th e N ational Cow boy and W estern  
H eritage M useum  & OKC Zoo

April 1 6 th O klahom a City, OK

Oklahoma Hall

Bingo April 1 4 th OK Hall Lobby
Scavenger Hunt April 1 9 th OK Hall Lobby

Stewart Hall

BYOB April 2 8 th S tew art Hall Lobby
Black Kettle Hall

Game of T h ron es W atch  P arty  April 2 4 th  Black Kettle Movie Room
Neff Hall

Neff Hall M arch M adness M arch Neff Hall Lobby
Grill Out April 1 9 th Neff Hall F ro n t Law n

Jefferson Hall

U ltim ate Frisbee April 1 4 th R&J Field
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