
Echoes from the Hill

Summer 2012 Issue 1

Echoes from the Hill
Southwestern Oklahoma State University Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Magazines at SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Echoes
from the Hill by an authorized administrator of SWOSU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.

Recommended Citation
Southwestern Oklahoma State University Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni (2012) "Echoes from the Hill," Echoes from
the Hill: Vol. 89 : Iss. 2 , Article 1.
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes/vol89/iss2/1

https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes/vol89?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes/vol89/iss2?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes/vol89/iss2/1?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/echoes/vol89/iss2/1?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fechoes%2Fvol89%2Fiss2%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu


Echoes From The Hill

a look back at 2012





E c h o e s
from the hill

Features
Jack Bonny p 3 

Distinguished Alums p 10

Rhodes Scholar p 12

Alumni Notes p 14

Dawgs Top GAC p 15

Athletic Hall of Fame p 19

S W O S U  

2 0 1 2



B o n n y ’s  G ift
Skyview Room renamed

Above: Jack and Janet Bonny (front) (back from left): granddaughter 
Brooke Bonny; daughter Christy Bonny Browning; and son Jackie Bonny 
and his wife Vicki Bonny.

Below: left to right-Jack and Janet Bonny, artist CH Wyett, and SWOSU 
President Randy Beutler.

A generous gift of $50,000 from the Jack 
and Janet Bonny family of Elk City has 
enabled Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University to renovate a popular meeting 
room in the Memorial Student Center on the 
Weatherford campus.

The Skyview Room has been completely 
remodeled and is now known as the Bonny 
Family Board room.

The Bonny family recently made the 
gift to the SWOSU Foundation. Among 
the new furnishings in the room are quartz 
countertops, projection system with a 
retractable screen, window shutters, new 
chairs and lighting. Paintings by the late Ken 
Watson grace the room.

“We want to thank Jack and Janet Bonny 
and the Bonny family for their leadership, 
generosity, positive perspective, and 
persistent endorsement of Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University,” said 
SWOSU President Randy Beutler. “Their 
contributions have made a real difference 
on our campus, in our community, and most 
importantly, to the students who attend 
SWOSU.”

Jack Bonny has been engaged in farming 
since 1950 and served in the Oklahoma 
Legislature as a state representative for 12 
years. He is also former mayor of Burns 
Flat. Both he and Janet worked in the field of 
education for 21 and 14 years, respectively. 
They have two children—Jackie Bonny 
and Christy Bonny Browning—and four 
grandchildren—Eric and Lynsey Browning 
and Brittany and Brooke Bonny.

The Bonny family is full of SWOSU 
graduates. Jack graduated in 1962 and 
earned his master’s degree in 1966. His 
brother, the late Jim Bonny, graduated 
from SWOSU in 1965 and received his 
master’s degree in 1969. Son Jackie is a 
1987 graduate, daughter Christy is a 1985 
graduate and daughter-in-law Vicki Glass 
Bonny is a 1989 graduate of SWOSU.
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Thank You for Your Generosity!
These donors generously made donations in 2012 to support Southwestern Oklahoma State Univeristy 
through the SWOSU Foundation. Because of their kindess, the Foundation can continue to support the 
students, programs and services o f SWOSU.

President’s  Circle 
$5,000+

AT&T
Bobby Dean Little Living Trust 
Southern Slope Trust-David Sparks 
Spunaugle Living Trust 
Davis-McElmurry Charitable Trust 
Dobson Family Foundation 
Duke Energy Foundation 
BancFirst-John Thompson
Bank of Western Oklahoma-Jimmy & Marilyn Harrel
Chesapeake Energy
City of Weatherford-Mayor Mike Brown
Delaware Resource Group-Philip & Brian Busey
Erick Flowback Services
Great Plains Coca Cola Bottling Co.
J 2 B Consulting LLC 
Kelley Jewelers-Kim Ingram 
Legacy Bank-Paul Hill 
ONEOK,INC
Orthopedic Associates-Jody Rickey 
ASAP Energy, Inc.-Rick & Sheila Koch 
Shoestring Enterprises L.L.C.
Southwest National Bank-The Dickey Family 
State Farm Insurance-Debbie Shepherd 
Taco Mayo-Thomas Morris 
Tisdal & O’Hara, PLLC 
UCT Coatings Inc.
Wright Broadcasting System-Harold & Heston Wright
Jim & Peewee Andrews
Kenneth Austin
Jack & Janet Bonny
J. Torrey Curtis
Kevin Gore
Thomas Hulse
Dianne Hunter
Lowell Irby
Michael Jones
Timothy Knutson
Jimmy & Freda Mogg
John Montgomery
Mike & Elizabeth Muncy
Michael North
Ron Polston
Donald Regier

Rex Ryan 
Lindell Small 
Blake & Janie Sonobe 
Sanford Stark 
Steve Strickler 
H.F. Timmons

Duke’s  Club 
$2,500-$4,999

Guthrie Scottish Rite Foundation 
M.D. Jirous Foundation, Inc.
Aaron’s Inc.
AEP PSO
Arrow Industrial Equipment, LLC-Mike & Judy Wilkes 
Bar S Foods 
Cellular One
Cummins-Chad Cummins
Its All About Moi/Ray Stan Inc.-Stan & Tamara Garrison 
JC Cowboys, Inc.
Lee Consulting LLC
Lucky Star Casino, Clinton
M. Wright Services
Marathon Oil Company
New Cordell Tag Agency-Valerie Farris
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Insurance-Gary Winters
Suddenlink Communications
Weatherford Regional Hospital-Debbie Howe
Buford Abeldt
Jam es Bates
Randy Beutler
Mike & Debbie Brown
Stuart & Carolyn Burchett
Tom & Cyndi Fagan
Ted Fariss
Gene & Cynthia Foust 
Edward Neparko 
Stephen Nichols 
Valerie Reimers 
Homer Ryan 
George Schafer
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Southw estern Club 
$1,000-$2,499

Big Iron Crane & Trucking, LLC 
ToreSill Foundation
Bigby Energy Services LLC-Jamie Moore-Holmes
Campaign Sports, LLC
Allstate Foundation
CJ’s Southwest Tire, Inc-Leslie Cook
Flex-Chem LLC-Bryce Conway
Floor Trader-Zane Kirton
Folletts University Bookstore
Fred’s Rat Hole Service
Hays Oil Properties
IGO Ditching & Backhoe Service-Terry Igo
Jett Distributing-Matthew Jett
Tunes & Tint
MA+ Architecture
Mackey Energy Realtions LLC
Miller Family Dentistry PLLC
My Sports Dreams, LLC
Nabors Shoe Center
Oklahoma Army National Guard
Ratcliffe’s Book & Office Supply
Richardson Homes-Joel Strickland
Salisbury Pharmacy
Southwest Distributing Co.
Teasley Plumbing
Benchwarmer Brown’s-Tony Louthan
Weatherford Rotary Club
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Western Equipment, LLC-Jeff DeFehr
Western Star Lodge #138
Garabed Armoudian
Pat Bateman
Barbara Bruce
William Buckley
Reid Buckmaster
William Benny French
Goldie Friedrich
Edwardene Garrison
Dennis Green
Donald & Jean Ann Hamm
Duane Harrel
John & Linda Hays
Joe Anna Hibler
Jim Hinz
Betty Holsted
Carl & Sandra Hook
Steve Johnson
Les & Linle Levy
Mau Luong
B. Marquis
Lloyd Marshall
Mark & Elizabeth McLean

Paul Meyer 
Brock Miller 
Zach Patterson 
Stanley Robertson 
Ken & Susan Rose 
Richard Ryerson 
Wayne & Joi Salisbury 
Jam es South 
Gary & Linda Wilburn 
Logan Willis 
Fred Winters, DDS

Scholars
$500-$999

Albert’s Truck Service and Supply 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Sydney’s Smiles Foundation 
Wal-Mart Foundation 
Nick’s Sporting Goods 
All Stars
Animal Hospital-Mark Hoffman
Bank of the Wichitas
Bennie Beutler Ranch
Big M Construction LLC-Stacey Murphy
Cache Public Schools
Capital Plus, LLC
Caulkins Conoco-Bobby Caulkins
CICI’s Pizza, Rockwall
Consolidated Oilfield Rentals, INC
Corn Bible Academy
Danny’s Energy Services
Dobbins Ranch, LLC
Emannuel Baptist Church
First Choice Pregnancy Center
First National Bank & Trust - Elk City
First Place Printing Resolution Apparel & Printing Co.
Fort Supply Board of Education
H & H Salvage Inc
Hall/Loomis Construction
Harris Pharmacy
Hays Cattle Co
Hutchinson Oil Company
InterBank
Jimmie D. Hinz Auctioneer
Lee Office Equipment
Line-X of Western Oklahoma, Inc.
Mark Motor Hotel 
McDonalds
Mezco LLC-Ed Welton 
Mostly Mail
Oklahoma League for Nursing, OCU School of Nursing 
Pioneer Cellular 
Price Prints, Inc.
Regeneration Physical Therapy
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Rodeo Rattle Snake Crew-Joseph Phillips 
Quiznos Sub
Select Physical Therapy Holdings, Inc.
Southwest State Bank
The Office Lounge of Weatherford-Brett & Brandy Chase 
Total Control
US PT Management, LTD 
Western Oklahoma Tobacco Coalition 
W-W Manufacturing CO., Inc.
Arden & Mary Aspedon 
Blake Badgett 
Sue Ball 
Ronald Barber 
Donald Bodkin 
Brenda Burgess 
Les Crall
Burl & Melanie Davis
Brenda Donley
Pat Dunn
Towana Ernst
Debra Finsterwald
Lionel Forbert
Mark Frantz
Bradley Franz
Dorothy N. Fry
Peter & Marci Grant
Jam es & Lori Gwyn
Todd Helton
Jam es Hunsicker
Kevin & Lyndsey Hyde
George Jackson
Jerry Jam es
Brian Joachims
Jerry Jones
Larry & Robin Jones
Charles & Eleanor Klingman
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Litsch
Kelli Litsch
Joe Lively
John Ludrick
David Madison
Jam es Males
Keith Marcy
M. Maynard
Shamus & Leia Moore
Jason Moore
Sheila Mouse
Joshua Mouser
Mark Province
Max & Judy Pyron
Richard & Rose Ratcliffe
Louise Reynolds
Carter & Tosha Robinson
Randall Russell
Mark Schwartz

Evelyn Shephard 
H.J. Sullivan 
Paul C. Tisdal 
Marguerite Torrey 
Rouben & Alex Tourian 
Robert Trammell 
Ronnie & Glenda Walker 
Charlie & Judy Weeks 
Melvin & Amy Whitson 
Brian & Amber Zumwalt

Friends
$100-$499

ABC Realty of Weatherford 
Allen Consulting, Inc.
Auto-Chlor/ Golden Light 
Bank of Hydro 
Baptist’s Athletic Supply,
Barr & Hargen Auction 
Beard & Johnson Kwik N Eze 
Berrong Rental Account-Ed Berrong, Jr. 
Big Al Baseball Inc 
Brandhorst Realty & Tental 
Bridges Realty Group, LLC 
Britton, Kuykendall & Miller, CPA 
Burgess Building Company, LLC 
Butcher’s Wine & Spirits-Farrell Butcher 
C & H Research Consultants, Inc. 
Cellular Network Partnership 
Central Plains Region-Collin Domer 
Chad Chaplin Agency-Chad Chaplin 
City Pharmacy 
Colony Baptist Church 
Corvel Corporation 
Custer Dewey Washita OREA 
Dolese Bros. Inc.
Drew Hays Inc
Dry Enterprises Inc-Jerry Dry
Dyna Turn
Eagle Supply & Rental, Inc 
Elk City RV 
English Village Manor 
Entz Auction
Evans & Davis Attorneys-Bryan Evans
Fansler Farms LLC
Farmers Coop
First Presbyterian Church
Fox Glass & Mirror
Fred’s Sign Company, Inc.
Great Plains Bank - Elk City 
Griffco Services, INC.
GYM
H & C Services & Supply
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H & H Electronics 
High Plains Bank 
Holton Resources, LTD.
Hughs Insurance Agency, Inc 
Inside/Out Salon-Jennifer Werkmeister 
J & J Sales Comp., Inc.
Joe E. Johns Living Trust
Kaiser Outdoor Advertising Company-Mary Lou Kaiser
Kelly A. Davis Appraisal Services, Inc
Kerry Davis Chevrolet
Kimble & CO. LLC
Latham, Nelson & Associates PLLC
Magill Insurance Agency
Marsh US Consumer
Mazzio’s
McKinsey Ballard Motors
Mike Benway Insurance Agency, Inc.
Milford Pipe & Supply 
Module Truck Systems, Inc.
More Than Medicine 
Municipal Accounting Systems Inc.
OG&E Electric Service 
Paul Simon Insurance Agency 
Payne Family Pharmacy 
PEO Chapter GE
Professional W/C Tecknologies, Inc.
Quik Draw Okie, LLC
R&M Mechanical Contractors, Inc.
S & S Mini Storage of Weatherford 
Salon J, LLC 
Sandstone Services, LLC 
Sawatzky Painting 
Schneberger Brothers, LLC 
Security State Bank 
Sexton & Sexton School Supply Inc 
Sooner Mobile X-Ray Inc.
South West Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.
Southwest Veterinary Hospital PC 
Pizza Hut
Stuart’s Country Store 
Stone Works by Design, LLC 
Straight Path Ministries 
Subway
Superior Fabrication 
SWOL Sport Performance LLC 
Tautfest Inc.
T-Bone Steak House 
The Cup
The Phoenix Group Holding Company 
The Point 
Thomas Drug, INC
Thompson Farm-Brian & Monica Thompson 
Titus Cleaning Systems-Burke Reagan 
TTEXOK Land Company-Dan Fillingim 
Vacg,Inc

Villines Dental Care-Nathan Villines, D.D.S. 
Wagg’s Bar-B-Q 
Weatherford Cabinets 
Weatherford Noon Lions Club 
Wesco Mechanical Inc.
West End Drug
Western Okla. Metal Recycling, LLC
Wheeler Brothers Grain Company
Willischild Oil & Gas Corp
Zannottis Wine Bar
Charles Adams
Howard Adams
Brian Adler
Warren Akers
David Altland
Minnie Anderson
T.L. Armstrong
George Atkins
Randy Auxier
Joe Avent
Bryan & Leadell Baca
Jamie Bachtel
Rich Balezentis
Melissa Banks
Margaret Barker
John Barnard
Randy & Amy Barnett
Stephen Beam, Attorney at Law
Johnny & Judy Beech
Ray Bell
Jake Benton
Brad Berrong
Stewart Berrong
David Billen
Summer Blackowl
Tammy Blatnick
Kimberlie Boaz-Wilson
Rick Bolar
W Boles
Chris Bordelon
Lewis Bostwick
Ronnie Bowles
Allen & Ruth Boyd
Lyndon Boyer
Polly Bredy
Christopher Brickey
Paul Bronson
Jason Brooks
Bobby Brown
Monty Bruce
Larry Bryen
Sandy Bryen
Lance Buky
Jerry Burch
Cheryl Burleigh
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Philip & Heather Busey
Brian Campbell
Jenny Cannon
Richard Castle
Jam es Chambers
Kevin & Audra Chambless
Hung-Chieh Chang
Mary Chappell
Vickie Chermack
Elton Chevalier
Michael Claussen
Larry & Patti Claxton
Bradley & Rhonda Clemmer
Jon Clifton
Dan Cocannouer
Robbie Cohlmia
Dayna Coker
Steve Collins
Marlene Colman
Mikela Connella
Steve Corbin
Henry Corkern
Kenneth Corkum
Casey Cowan
Chad Cox
Andrea Crosslin
Norma Crosslin
Jason Cummings
Kelly Davis
Cooper Day
Michael & Kathy Day
Terry Deason
Glen Dick
Jimmy & Rosemary Dick 
David Dinneen 
Roger Alan Dodd 
Elaine Bush Donohoe 
Chuck & Cindy Dougherty 
Michael Dougherty 
Kenneth Duffy 
Stephanie Dusin 
Gerry East 
Letty Eby 
Louann Edwards 
Robert Edwards 
Meghan Eliason 
Randi Ellefson 
Robert Ellis 
Patricia Ensten 
Joseph Epperson 
Charles Etzkorn 
Mike Fansher 
Valerie Fariss 
Elizabeth Ferrell 
Ky Fisher

Elaine Fransen
Orlan Frantz
Jam es Franze
Brandon & Tammy Friesen
Patrick Fry
Barry Gales
Mark A. Gales
Rosalinda Garza
Winston Gates
Kent Gering
Robert Gill
Russell Goerend
Linda Goeringer
Matthew Goeringer
Carla Goers
Rudy Gonzalez
Daisy Goodwin
C. Graves
Denise Graves
Shawn Grubb
Steven Guthrie
Gary Hacker
Arlen Hamburger
Ashley Hancock
Louann Hanks
Mark Harper
Patti Harper
Talon Harper
Gary & Ann Harwell
Spencer Hastings
Bruce Hatheway
Wally Haub
John Hayden
Melissa Heard
David Henderson
Tracy Henson
Mary Lou Herndon
Sheri Hildinger
Jeff Hill
Bill Hodges
Jam es Holcomb
Brandon Hooper
Jam es H. Horsburgh
Belva Howard
Tim Hubin
Erik Hudson
Phyllis Huggins
Rosemary Hull-Dick
Paul Hummel
Everett Hunter
Ron Hunter
John Huser, Jr.
J. David Jensen 
E.K. Jeong 
Felicia Johnson

Joshua Jolley 
Dale Jones 
Jay Jones 
Willis & Kari Jones 
Joe Jordan 
Donna Julian 
Tiffany Keasler 
Janet Kidd 
Cecil King 
Mindy Knight 
Dorothy Knott 
Knox Lake 
Kaila Lancaster 
Larry Lee 
Lauren Lee 
Cheri Lemons 
Sam & Jennifer Leu 
John Liddle 
Danney & Janice Lidia 
Dana Liles 
Linda Lipps 
Trevor Lisle
K. Listak 
Drew Litsch 
Joe Litsch 
Michael Little 
Glenda Long 
Richard W. Long 
Jam es Loomis 
Michael Loomis 
LaDonna Lucus 
Virginia Lundstrom 
Wes & Karen Magill 
Ralph Mang 
Kaylee Manning 
Sherron Manning 
Bryan & Tess Markham 
Vernon Marshall 
R. T. Martin 
Mark Masters 
Rebecca Mausbach 
Richard Mays 
Terrance McCabe 
Nancy McClain 
J. McDougal 
Vicki McIntosh 
Shirley McKinney 
Linda McMahon 
D’Lane McMillin 
Thomas McNamara 
Brock McSperitt 
Maureen McWhirter 
Danota Meeks 
Kenny Meget 
Harry Melber
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Ranae Mendoza 
Wes Milkeraitis 
Christi Miller 
E. E. Miller
Robert & Christi Miller
Sharon Miller
Harvey & Jean Minton
Donald Mitchell
Gary & Mitzi Mol
Charles Mooney
Nina Morris
William Morris
Larry Mullen
Marque Mungaven
David Musser
Rebecca Musser
Thomas Musser
Bob Nance
Jacquelin Nelson
Mary Neparko
Stuart & Pam Nichols
Merle Nickelson
Rebecca Norris
Theodore J. O’Brien
Kevin O’Halloran
Steven & Kathy O’Neal
David Ogletree
John Oldham
David Osborne
Chrystal Overton
Harry Owens
L. Pagett
Tamara Paris
Cody Parker
Patsy Parker
William Parr
Barbara Patterson
Charles Payton
Chad Phillips
Leroy Pitt
Bryan Powell
Roger Pryor
McKenzie Pshigoda
Scott Pshigoda
Keith Randolph
Bob Rawson
Frieda Reck
Robert Richardson
Merritt Roberts
Roger Robinson
Wayne & Darlene Robinson
Frank Rogers
Madison Rogers
Jolene Rollins

Jack Rose
Janice Roth
John Russell
Kelly Russell
Travis Rutledge
Marsha Sauer
A.L. Sauls
Rodney Sawatzy
Charlie & Gena Schaef
Stanley Schantz
Rick Schmidt
Katherine Scott
Fred R. & Shandelle Self
Terry Shaffer
Bill Sides
Kelli Simon
Rick Skinner
Kathy Smith
Kenneth Smith
Michael Smith
Val & Tracy Smith
Wanda Smith
Candy Smith Sellers
Elizabeth Speer
Richard & Judy Kay Spies
Barry Squires
Larry Squires
Elsie Stephens
Norman Stephens
Robert Sternberg
Marsha Stickley
Harold Stinson
Don Stout
Albert Stover
Nichole Straub
Rex Stringer
Bridget Styron
Curtis Summers
Dirk Sutherlin
Kirk Talley
Lynna Taylor
Michael Thiel
Evelyn Thompson
John & Linda Thompson
Miles Thompson
Todd & Lynne Thurman
M.J. Tindall
Don Trotter
BrendaTrout
J. Valentine
Ronna Vanderslice
Roy Vick
Vicki Hatton
Ben Villines

Kimberly Visor 
Terry Visor 
Eddie Vowell 
Terry Wagner 
Jonathan Wallace 
Kenneth Walter 
Kirk & Rachel Warnick 
Wesley Warren 
Bradley Waters 
Jo Ann Webb 
Keith & Lana Weichel 
C.L. Whiting
Reggie & Rachelle Whitten 
Jerome & Anita Wichert 
Gail Wilcox 
John Williams 
Patrick Williams 
Cory Winters 
RJ “Deck” Woldt 
Jonathan Woltz 
John Wood 
Cuney Woodand 
Margaret Worrell 
Heston & Claudia Wright 
Dwight & Lisa Yokum
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Distinguished Alumni
Mike A n sh a n sle y  & R u sse l R other

President Randy Beutler and Mike Aneshansley President Randy Beutler and Dr. Russell Rother

Mike Aneshansley of Tulsa and Dr. 
Russell Rother of Oklahoma City 
were inducted into Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University’s 
Distinguished Alumni Hall of 
Fame during 2012 graduation 
ceremonies on the Weatherford 
campus.

Mike Aneshansley graduated 
from SWOSU in 1969 with degrees 
in physics and mathematics after 
graduating from Clinton High 
School in 1965. He joined the U.S. 
Navy to attend the Naval Nuclear 
Power School, which he completed 
in 1970. He became operations 
manager in 1979 of Entergy, Inc. 
after being hired in 1977.

In 1981, he joined Quadrex, 
a management consulting firm that 
provided services to nuclear power 
plants across the United States. In 
1983 he co-founded ENERCON 
to provide consulting services 
for the startup and operation of 
commercial nuclear power plants.

From three people and four clients, 
the company grew to a diversified, 
multi-disciplined company with 
many clients.

Aneshansley is married to 
Vicki (Roniger) Aneshansley, a 
1969 SWOSU graduate. They 
have two children and three 
grandchildren.

Dr. Russell Rother is a 
1986 biology graduate of SWOSU 
who has been with Selexys 
Pharmaceuticals since 2010 
where he manages the clinical 
trials for a therapeutic designed 
to treat sickle cell disease. He is 
also the liaison with the Food and 
Drug Administration and oversees 
research activities at the company.

Before joining Selexys,
Rother was senior vice president 
and chief scientific officer at 
Alexion Pharmaceuticals in 
Cheshire (CT) from 1992-2010 
where he was one of the original 
scientists at the company.

Rother was instrumental in 
strategic decisions for Alexion 
to initiate the paroxysmal 
nocturnal hemogobinuria (PNH) 
program, playing a major role 
in the development of Soliris 
(eculizumab), the first therapy 
approved for the treatment of PNH. 
This drug alone has provided 
Alexion with an $800 million 
revenue stream and $15 billion 
market cap to date.

Rother, who is a graduate 
of Watonga High School, earned 
his doctorate in 1991 from the 
University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center. He was a 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Yale 
School of Medicine in 1991-92. 
Rother serves as a board member 
for Variety Care Foundation 
and Docvia. He holds 32 issued 
patents/patent applications and 
has had numerous articles in a 
variety of publications.
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Provost m oves to  R egents Office
Dr. Sonobe named Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

SWOSU Provost Dr. Blake 
Sonobe has been named 
Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs at the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education.

Dr. Sonobe has served 
as senior vice president 
and provost for academic 
and student affairs on the 
Weatherford campus since 
February 2005. He came to 
SWOSU in 1990 and taught in 
the Department of Chemistry, 
serving as chair of the 
Chemistry Department (1997­
99) and interim chair/chair of 
the Department of Chemistry 
and Physics from 1999 until 
2005.

At SWOSU, Sonobe 
has been instrumental in 
many accomplishments 
at SWOSU including the 
reaccreditation process with 
North Central Association, 
sponsored program initiatives 
that have seen increased 
grants and contracts, the

rise in undergraduate research 
projects, and spearheading 
efforts to improve student 
retention and the focus on 
academic quality.
While at SWOSU, Sonobe 
served on numerous committees 
and been active in civic 
activities. He has been in the 
Weatherford Rotary Club, 
serving as president in 2000-01. 
Sonobe has been a member of 
the General Thomas P. Stafford 
Air and Space Museum Board 
of Directors since 2006 and 
served as president in 2011. 
Sonobe was a member of the 
Vision 2020 strategic planning 
committee for Weatherford 
and has been active in the 
Weatherford Area Chamber of 
Commerce. He has also been 
involved at Christ Community 
Church where he served as 
Sunday School teacher and 
elder.

He and his wife, Janie, have 
four children—Abbey, Bethany,

Rebecca and Nathan.
SWOSU President Randy Beutler 

will appoint a search committee to seek 
the best candidates for the position 
of SWOSU Provost. He will name 
an interim provost to serve until a 
permanent provost is selected.

Dr. South Named Dean of Arts & Sciences
Dr. James South has been 

named Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at SWOSU in 
Weatherford. He has been serving 
as the interim dean since January 
and previously served as the chair 
of the Department of Music.

South began his higher 
education career as a visiting 
lecturer at the University of Illinois 
at Champaign from 1988-1990 and 
then joined the faculty at Emporia 
State University as the assistant 
director of bands and assistant 
professor prior to coming to 
SWOSU.

He received a Bachelor of Music 
in Education from Northwestern

University in Evanston, IL and a 
Master of Music and a Doctor of 
Musical Arts from the University of 
North Texas. Dr. South has been 
an invited guest conductor for over 
40 state and regional honor and 
symphonic bands and has been an 
invited adjudicator at countless band 
competitions. He has numerous 
publications and presentations and 
is a member of several music 
education associations. From 2005­
2007, he served as the president 
of the Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association.

Dr. South’s wife, Janis, is a 
member of the SWOSU Music 
Department.
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Rhodes Scholar
Oklahoma’s  First Rhodes Scholar from SWOSU

Walter Stanley Campbell 
(pen name Stanley Vestal)

Holding the diploma (L to R) Social Science 
Professor John Hayden, President Randy Beutler, 
Library Director Jon Sparks and Provost Blake 
Sonobe.

SWOSU has had many note­
worthy events during its 110 
years of existence but one little 
known fact is that a member 
of the school’s first graduating 
class was also Oklahoma’s first 
Rhodes Scholar.

Walter Stanley Campbell, also 
known as author Stanley Vestal, 
was a member of Southwestern 
Normal’s first graduating class.
He was the stepson of the univer­
sity’s first president, Jam es Robert 
Campbell.

Due to political issues, South­
western’s degree granting authority 
was suspended for a short time 
in 1908. Thus, Campbell never 
received an actual degree from the 
institution. Current SWOSU Presi­
dent Randy Beutler wanted to cor­
rect this and he, along with Provost 
Blake Sonobe and Vice President 
Tom Fagan, initiated the process 
of awarding Campbell his degree 
posthumously.

Campbell was born in 1887.
His father, Walter Mallory Vestal, 
died while Stanley was a young 
boy. His mother, Isabella Wood 
Vestal, later married Jam es Robert 
Campbell, who eventually became 
president at Southwestern. Ves­
tal’s legal name became Walter 
Stanley Campbell. Years later, 
however, when he began to write, 
Walter Campbell needed a pen 
name and he adopted his original 
name, Stanley Vestal.

While at Southwestern, Vestal 
played football and taught litera­
ture courses when the head of the 
English Department was on leave. 
In 1908, he sailed to England as 
the first Rhodes Scholar from Okla­
homa. He entered Merton College, 
Oxford University, to read in the

Honours School of English Lan­
guage and Literature. After three 
years at Oxford, he received a 
bachelor’s degree and completed 
the basic require­
ments for the mas­
ter’s, which was 
awarded in absentia 
in 1915.

In 1911, Camp­
bell returned to the 
United States where 
he became an Eng­
lish teacher in Ken­
tucky. That lasted 
one year because 
he wanted to be free 
to write.

Campbell re­
turned to Oklahoma 
and began a serious 
study of the Plains 
Indians, whom he

loved and admired. In 1915, he 
sought and received an appoint­
ment as an instructor in English at 
the University of Oklahoma where 
he stayed until his death in 1957. 
During this time, he authored many 
books on the Southern Cheyennes 
and Arapahoes, Kit Carson, Sitting 
Bull, other Indian tribes and the 
West. Today, historians generally 
turn to Campbell’s works not as 
sources in Western history but for 
apt characterizations and incidents 
in Western history.

SWOSU recently received a 
donation of 25 books from Camp­
bell’s personal library. The gift 
came from his son-in-law—Dr. 
Enoch Callaway.

"This was an unexpected and 
much appreciated donation,” 
President Beutler said. "Being 
a history teacher, I have always 
known of and enjoyed Stanley 

Vestal’s writing. It is a great honor 
to have a collection of his books on 
campus.”
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Event-ful
Plans for Event Center Expand to meet needs

The new events center at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University in Weatherford will 
have multiple uses to accommodate the functions 
and expectations of the University, its students and 
area residents.

Construction m anagers for the 90,000 plus 
square feet center are Joe D. Hall and Jim 
Loomis, both long-time western Oklahomans with 
many years of construction experience. Hall and 
Loomis will oversee the approximate $19 million in 
construction costs.

Bids have been awarded to various contractors. 
Expected completion date for the center is late 
2013.

When the idea for the events center started 
during the City of Weatherford’s "Vision 2020” 
strategic planning process, the proposed center 
was expected to be around 72,000 square feet.
A design team —comprised of university, city and 
community representatives—started work on the 
concept/design and developed the larger building 
that is expected to meet the needs of SWOSU 
students and western Oklahoma residents for 
many years.

"It simply came down to this issue,” SWOSU 
President Randy Beutler said. "Do we build the

72,000 square feet center and leave out several 
key components or do we build a center that is 
functional for all types of events and that our 
students and residents will be proud to use for 
many years to come? We didn’t want to be looking 
back in years to come saying we wished we would 
have built the larger facility.”

As promised in the Yes! Weatherford campaign, 
the facility will be a site for conferences, trade 
shows, concerts/entertainment, athletic events, 
tournaments and more. The center will also serve 
as home for the SWOSU men’s and women’s 
basketball team s and women’s volleyball squad.

Funding for the events center is made possible 
by the Yes! Weatherford sales tax campaign ($7 
million), SWOSU students ($7 million) and the 
balance from various resources of the University.

Weatherford voters approved in April 2010 
a penny sales tax extension to finance various 
projects as part of the Yes! Weatherford campaign, 
and one of the projects receiving support was the 
events center, which is being built just south of 
Milam Stadium on the SWOSU campus.
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A lum ni N o t e s
We’ve got spirit, yes we do, w e’ve got spirit how ‘bout you?!

State Assistant Attorney General Mykel Fry 
w as nam ed to lead Oklahoma’s Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit. Fry has worked with the Multicounty 
Grand Jury Division since joining the Attorney 
G eneral’s Office in 2009. She previously served 
as  an assistant Oklahoma County district attorney, 
primarily prosecuting cases  involving drugs, 
gangs and murder. Fry holds a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University and a law degree from 
Oklahoma City University.

Services ClearRidge Advisors, an Oklahoma 
professional services firm, expanded its team with 
the addition of Jill Cowan . She will m anage the 
business valuations practice and also be involved 
in receivership and restructuring engagem ents and 
financial analysis.

Jim Holman of Oklahoma City w as appointed 
by Gov. Mary Fallin to the Used Motor Vehicle 
and Parts Commission. Holman of Oklahoma City 
owns The Car Store, a used-vehicle dealership in 
Oklahoma City. He is a graduate of Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University. Holman will serve on an 
interim basis pending S enate confirmation.

Nick Risley has been hired for the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service agricultural and natural 
resources agent position in Roberts County.
Risley started in his new position on Jan. 27.
A native of Boise City, Okla., Risley earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Weatherford and his m aster’s 
from Oklahoma State University in Stillwater.He 
has worked the past year as  the Oklahoma State 
University Cimarron County Extension Service 
agent in Boise City, Okla. Prior to joining the 
Oklahoma Extension Service, he worked for several 
years as  a ranch m anager near Putnam, Okla.
While Risley earned his m aster’s degree in natural 
resources m anagem ent and ecology, his bachelor’s 
degree w as in recreation leadership, which has 
provided him a path to som e unique training and 
certificates that he hopes to utilize in his new 
position. He is certified as an outdoor education

specialist and aquatics specialist. He also has 
instruction abilities in community CPR, first aid, 
em ergency response, lifeguard, sailing, small craft, 
high angle rescue, a s  a wilderness first responder, 
as well a s  being scuba certified.

LifePoint in Nashville, Tenn., recently announced 
the promotion of Leigh Ann Braswell to the 
position of senior director, Health Information 
M anagement (HIM) Services. Braswell has 
a diverse background in health information 
m anagem ent, including experience in HIM 
operations, coding, ICD-10 implementation and 
training, HIPAA privacy, corporate compliance, 
education and project m anagem ent. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree in HIM from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University.

Jane Bowen has been nam ed the new 
superintendent of Moore Norman Technology 
Center. She is the former superintendent of 
Northwest Technology Center in Alva and Fairview.
"I trust that my experience within the CareerTech 
System has prepared me for taking Moore Norman 
to the next level, and I am looking forward to 
it,” Bowen said. Bowen said her challenge will 
be "to sustain the success Moore Norman has 
experienced under the leadership of its previous 
superintendents and continue to grow the district 
to m eet its ever-growing potential for meeting 
community needs.” The new superintendent will 
report to a locally elected five-member board and 
be responsible for overseeing fiscal m anagem ent 
of the center’s $30 million operating budget. Bowen 
will guide the technology center’s education and 
business services, which range from college and 
career training for high school and adult students 
to training, consulting and conferencing services 
offered to business and industry. A graduate of 
Hobart High School, Bowen holds bachelor’s and 
m aster’s degrees in education from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University. Her husband,
Jam es, serves as dean of professional studies at 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University. He will 
retire in June.
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How many titles...
Dawgs take top honors in 2012

By Jim O’Brien
The 2011-12 season 

w as a successful year for 
Southw estern’s athletic team s.
It w as also the University’s first 
year in a new conference -- the 
G reat American Conference.
The NCAA Division II conference 
is m ade up of team s from 
Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Southwestern m ade an 
immediate impact in the newly- 
formed conference. SWOSU 
w om ens so ccer  won the GAC 
tournament championship. 
Jessica  Carbonara w as named 
the Tournament MVP while 
leading five Bulldogs on the All­
Tournament Team. Josie Price, 
who w as the regular-season 
Offensive Player of the Year and 
Kira Bertrand, the Defensive 
Player of the Year in addition to 
Visor and Natalie Crosslin joined 
Carbonara on the team. Leading 
the Bulldogs w as senior captain, 
Josie Price, who captured the 
GAC Offensive Player of the Year 
award. Price led the conference 
in scoring and ranked fourth in 
the nation in assist. Junior, Kira 
Bertand, claimed her second 
straight GAC Defender of the 
Year award. The GAC Freshman 
of the year award went to 
midfielder, Ashlee Beitinger,

who finished the regular season  
second on the league in assist. 
Corey LaMoureaux placed 
seventh in Division II in goals- 
against average, as she won the 
Goalkeeper of the Year honor. 
Cori Jelly and Ashlee Beitinger 
received Second-Team All 
Conference honors.

Coach Persson received 
GAC Coach of the Year.

The w om en’s  basketball 
team  had an amazing year.
The team  won 20 gam es -- the 
first 20-win season  in 14 years 
-- and won the inaugural GAC 
tournament. Darcie Dick, a 
senior from Cordell, won both 
conference Player of the Year 
and tournament Most Valuable 
Player honors. Third-year 
coach Kelsi Musick w as named 
conference Coach of the Year. 
Sumiya Darden, from Fresno, 
Calif., w as also nam ed to the 
GAC first team.

The SWOSU men’s golf team 
under first-year Coach Marc 
Chandonnet fashioned a five-stroke 
victory over Arkansas Tech to collect 
the Great American Conference 
Championship.
Jordan Huson, Luka Karaula and 
Taylor Howie led the team and 
were nam ed to the all-conference 
squad.

The rodeo team returned to 
national prominence under coach 
Mike Visnieski. The wom en’s 
team ran away with the Central 
Plains Regional championship 
and won multiple rodeos. The 
men had several individual stars, 
including Brodie Poppino, Braden 
Buckley, and Cody Quaney. The 
team sent five athletes to the 
Collegiate National Finals Rodeo 
-- Quaney, Tyrel Larsen, Kelsi 
Chance, Ceri McCaffery, and 
Caila Parker. Larsen m ade the 
most of it, winning the saddle 
bronc competition and becoming 
the first SWOSU athlete in more 
than 12 years to capture a CNFR 
individual title.

...can we win?!



SWOSU Women’s  Soccer Team

SWOSU Women’s  Basketball Team

SW O SU
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SWOSU Men’s  Golf Team
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Miss SWOSU 2013
Sauer & Shryock win titles

Tia Sauer (left) of Weatherford and Ashlee Shryock of 
Shattuck won the titles o f Miss SWOSU and Miss SW OSU’s 
Outstanding Teen, respectively, at the annual pageant held on 
the campus in Weatherford.

For the first time since 1991, a 
Weatherford High School graduate has 
won the crown of Miss SWOSU.

Tia Sauer of Weatherford won the Miss 
SWOSU 2013 title at the Miss SWOSU 
Pageant, and Ashlee Shryock of Shattuck 
won the title of Miss SWOSU’s Outstanding 
Teen before a large and enthusiastic crowd 
on the Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University campus.

Sauer will represent SWOSU at next 
summer’s Miss Oklahoma Pageant, while 
Shryock advances to the Miss Oklahoma’s 
Outstanding Teen Pageant, which is held 
the same week at the Miss Oklahoma 
Pageant in Tulsa.

Sauer won the title and a $2,500 
scholarship. She is a junior majoring in 
elementary education. Her platform issue is 
“Instilling Pride in One’s Community.” Sauer 
also won the Peer Respect/Leadership 
Award, which was the second year in a row 
for Sauer to win the award.

The last Weatherford High School 
graduate to win the title was Jennifer 
Chapman in 1991.

Laura Burleigh of Poteau finished as 
first runnerup. The freshman won a $1,500 
scholarship, and Burleigh also won the 
Talent Award. Mikah Pendleton of Yukon 
was second runnerup and winner of a 
$1,000 scholarship. She also won the 
Swimsuit, Crowd Pleaser and Most Tickets 
Sold Awards.

Jessica Heiser of Altus finished as third 
runnerup, and Bailey Bell of Weatherford 
won fourth runnerup and also the Most 
Scholarship Patrons Sold Award.
All non-finalists each won $500 SWOSU 
scholarships.

For winning the Miss SWOSU’s 
Outstanding Teen title, Shryock won a $500 
scholarship to SWOSU and various gifts 
and certificates from area businesses.

Kaely Bond of Oklahoma City (Mount 
St. Mary) finished as first runnerup. She 
won a $300 scholarship to SWOSU and 
various gifts and certificates. Andrae’ Cook

of Weatherford finished as second runnerup and won a $200 
scholarship to SWOSU. Cook and Madison Moore of Sayre 
tied for the Most Scholarship Patrons Sold Award. Moore also 
won the Most Tickets Sold Award.

Aalyiah Gilbert of Oklahoma City (Southmoore) won the 
Talent Award, and Jahven Tanner of Weatherford won the 
Crowd Pleaser Award.

All non-finalists in the teen pageant each won $100 SWOSU 
scholarships.
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In the Hall of Fame
Rex & Rob Ryan

New York Jets  head coach Rex 
Ryan (top) poses for a picture 
with SWOSU alumni and former 
basketball players (left) Clarke Hale 
and Jordan Frosch at a reception 
prior to the banquet.

Dallas Cowboys former defensive 
coordinator Rob Ryan (right) speaks 
at a press conference prior to the 
2012 Athletic Hall of Fame 
ceremony at Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Weatherford.

Both Rob Ryan and Rex Ryan 
were inducted into the SWOSU 
Athletic Hall of Fame. The Ryan boys 
cam e to SWOSU in 1981 and both 
played football at SWOSU before 
completing their bachelor’s degrees 
in 1986.
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Come home

to SWOSU


	Echoes from the Hill
	Echoes from the Hill
	Southwestern Oklahoma State University Office of Institutional Advancement and Alumni
	Recommended Citation


	Echoes From The Hill, a look back at 2012, Cover
	Features
	Bonny's Gift:  Skyview Room renamed
	Thank You for Your Generosity
	Distinguished Alumni:  Mike Aneshansley & Russell Rother
	Provost moves to Regents Office:  Dr. Sonobe named Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
	Dr. South Named Dean of Arts & Sciences
	Rhodes Scholar:  Oklahoma's First Rhodes Scholar from SWOSU
	Event-ful:  Plans for Event Center Expand to meet needs
	Alumni Notes:  We've got spirit, yes we do, we've got spirit how 'bout you?!
	How many titles...:  Dawgs take top honors in 2012
	SWOSU Champs, Photographs
	Miss SWOSU 2013:  Sauer & Shryock win titles
	In the Hall of Fame:  Rex & Rob Ryan

