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From the desk of the President...

Dear Alumni and Friends:What should be happening at Southwestern in 2004?  That is the question thatover 500 internal and external stakeholders have been studying this 

year aspart of a strategic visioning project.Part of the participants have identified driving forces (trends, socio-economic and technological changes) that will impact Southwestern withinthe next five 

years.  Another group has identified general values that aresacred and must be maintained.  A third group has identified our special strengths or comparative advantages that will enable Southwestern 

to riseabove other schools.As a result of this collaborative effort, we have identified four major areas:(1) recruitment and 
retention of students; (2) marketing the University; (3) resource allocation; and (4) cooperative agreements with other institutions.  Our consultant, Dr. Ed Penson, said, "Minimal goals are 

not the focus; majordirectional change is."  He challenged us to develop a plan that is"...institution-flexible and cultural-sevsitive."  He also told us at our last meeting 
that we had done enough studying and discussing and we were ready toform action teams and get to work! As an alumnus, there are traditions and memories of Southwestern 
that areinvaluable to you.  Likewise, I know that you want your alma mater tp 
stay inthe lead as we move into the next millennium.  If you suggestions, please 
share.  We are much stronger together!

Sincerely,
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Campus News

LOOMIS NAMED SWOSU’S 
FIRST MEN’S SOCCER COACH

JIM LOOMIS

Jim Loomis, who coached 
Weatherford High School soccer for 
12 years, has been named men’s 
soccer coach at Southwestern Okla­
homa State U niversity  in 
Weatherford.

Southwestern is starting a 
men’s soccer program during the 
1999 fall season. SWOSU started its 
women’s soccer program in 1998.

“I’m real excited to have the 
opportunity to build this program,” 
said Loomis, who compiled an 88- 
51 -4 record at WHS. “There is a vast 
amount of talent in Oklahoma, and 
I look forward to molding that tal­
ent into a successful program.” 

Loomis is already recruiting. 
He is visiting with area high school 
coaches and several SWOSU stu­
dents have indicated they plan to 
play this fall. Several students from 
other colleges are also planning to 
transfer to Southwestern.

Loomis welcomes calls from 
interested  players. He can be 
reached by calling (580) 774-3100.

Loomis, who will continue his 
duties as physical plant director at 
SWOSU, has been involved in 
coaching soccer for 20 years, begin­
ning with youth teams and then at 
Weatherford High School where he

coached through 1998. At WHS, his 
team s won five d istric t 
cham pionships and the Eagles 
qualified  for e ight state 
tournaments.

The Southwestern graduate 
coached 17 Oklahoma All-Staters. 
He was selected as All-State head 
coach in 1993 and served as an 
assistant two other years. Loomis 
was named District Coach of the 
Year five times and served two 
terms on the soccer advisory council 
for the O klahom a Secondary 
Schools Activities Association.

At one time, Loomis was a 
coach and teacher in the Enid and 
Owasso Public Schools. He and his 
wife, Jeanne, have been residents of 
Weatherford since 1972 . They have 
one son, Michael, and his wife, 
Cori,and two grandchildren, Austin 
and Carter.

B-BALL FANS GET A NEW VIEW
BancFirst donates four-sided 

scoreboard to SWOSU

B ancFirst recently donated a new 
scoreboard which now adorns Rankin 
W illiam s Fieldhouse at Southw estern 
Oklahoma State University in Weatherford. 
SWOSU physical plant workers, under the 
guidance of Jim Loomis, recently installed the 
$20,000 scoreboard which was donated to the 
SWOSU Foundation. The new scoreboard 
compliments a new gym floor and two new 
goals which were installed this past summer.
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Campus News

DR. PRAY AUTHORS NEW 
PHARMACY TEXTBOOK

Dr. Steven Pray, professor in 
the School o f Pharmacy at South­
western Oklahoma State University 
in Weatherford, presents a copy of his 
new hook, Nonprescription Product 
Therapeutics, to Southwestern Okla­
homa State University President Dr 
Joe Anna Hibler. The textbook is also 
available to the public through book­
stores, libraries and the Lippincott 
Williams & Wilkins web site 
(wwilkins.com).

Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University School of Pharmacy Pro­
fessor Dr. Steve Pray of Weatherford 
has authored a new and impressive 
textbook for pharmacy students and 
practitioners.

N onprescription Product 
Therapeutics is an 816-page text­
book recently  published by 
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins of 
Baltimore, Maryland.

“When it comes to helping 
customers make wiser and safer 
choices in their use of over-the- 
counter treatments, the practicing 
pharmacist is the best source of in­
formation,” Pray said. “This new 
text emphasizes the pharmacist’s 
role in assessing the best 
nonpresciption medicines for the 
client and knowing when medical 
conditions warrant a referral to an­
other health professional.”

Organized by condition rather 
than by drug, the text is easy to con­
sult and complements a disease- 
based approach to therapeutics. Al­
gorithms lead students through com­
plex therapeutic decisions, and case

studies hone their problem-solving 
skills, preparing them for their fu­
ture.

The major sections of the book 
are: The Pharmacist and Nonpre­
scription Drug Products; Oral and 
Gastrointestinal Conditions; Respi­
ratory Conditions; Pain Conditions; 
Miscellaneous Internal Conditions; 
Ophthalmic/Otic Conditions; Der­
matological Conditions; Miscella­
neous Medical Conditions and Situ­
ations; and Topics Related to Self- 
Care Therapeutics.

Pray has been a faculty 
member at Southwestern since 
1976. He has spent nearly four and 
one-half years on this book which 
is now one of only two textbooks 
available to schools of pharmacy 
across the nation.

The award-winning professor 
and researcher with over 20 years 
experience in retail community 
pharmacy has presented over 50 
papers/seminars across the nation 
and published over 170 articles in 
various journals.

DR. CRALL ELECTED 
TO SALSB POSITION

Dr. Leslie Crall

Dr. Leslie D. Crall, associate professor in the School of Business at Southwest­
ern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford, was recently elected secretary/trea- 
surer of the Southern Academy of Legal Studies in Business.

The academy is an organization for attorneys from the states of Louisiana, Texas, 
Arkansas, New Mexico and Oklahoma. The group annually holds a March meeting 
in which academicians are encouraged to present papers in the discipline of “legal 
studies in business.”

Crall, who in addition to being an attorney is a certified public accountant, was 
elected at the 1999 meeting in Houston, Texas. Next year’s annual meeting is sched­
uled for San Antonio, Texas.
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Campus News

STUDENTS GET SCHOLARSHIPS
AREA SHRINERS MAKE PRESENTATION

Jeremy Moore, a Thomas junior 
at Southwestern Oklahoma State Uni­
versity in Weatherford, recently re­
ceived a $500 scholarship from the 
Heartland Shriners Club o f Custer and 
Washita Counties. Making the presen­
tation to Moore were (from left) club 
noble Jim Ames and his wife Eileen 
Ames, both o f Thomas and grandpar­
ents o f Moore; club president Gale 
Palmer o f Weatherford; and club 
scribe Ken Shroyer o f Weatherford. 
Moore is majoring in general business 
at SWOSU.

WEATHERFORD DOWNTOWN 
MERCHANTS DONATE $800

Steven Thompson, a Southwestern Oklahoma State University sophomore from 
Arapaho, won the $800 tuition scholarship which was given away at the 1998 Parent’s 
Day activities on the Weatherford campus. Thompson, the son of Roger and Tricia Th­
ompson of Arapaho, is majoring in accounting at SWOSU. The scholarship was spon­
sored by Weatherford merchants, and Thompson's name was announced at halftime of 
Southwestern's football game. His winning ballot came from the Dusty Rose in down­
town Weatherford.

SWOSU 

ATHLETIC 

HALL OF FAME 

&

HOMECOMING 
OCT. 1 & 2

SWOSU ENROLLMENT 
UP FOR 1998-99

Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s official enrollment 
numbers for the 1999 spring semester were indeed positive for the 
campuses at Weatherford and Sayre.

Southwestern’s head count was 4,801 students, up 3.0% from 
the 1998 spring semester count of 4,660, according to SWOSU Presi­
dent Joe Anna Hibler.

On individual campuses, Weatherford had 4,308 students this 
spring semester compared to 4,199 in 1998, while Sayre had 493 
students compared to 461 one year ago.

The increase was even bigger in the full-time equivalency en­
rollment number which determines state funding. Southwestern was 
up 3.2% or 109 students in FTE numbers compared to the 1998 spring 
semester.
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Campus News

FORENSICS TEAM MEMBERS WIN 
AWARDS AT FINAL TOURNAMENT

Four Southwestern Oklahoma 
State U niversity  students at 
Weatherford won multiple awards at 
the final forensics tournament of the 
1998-99 school year.

Seniors Rhonda Combs of 
Burns Flat, Sasha B lakley of 
Weatherford, Jase Humphrey of 
Woodward and Sendra Smith of 
Mesquite TX won awards at the 
Great Plains Forensics Conference 
tourney held March 19-20 at South­
western College in Winfield, Kan.

The quartet of seniors ended 
up with 35 awards this season, ac­
cording to coach Jeff Gentry of the

SWOSU Language Arts Depart­
ment.

Several SWOSU underclass­
men also performed well at the tour­
ney, including Chantry Banks of 
Hammon, Andrea Ward of Okla­
homa City (Putnam City West), Jarri 
Patterson of Anadarko and Charlene 
Curtis of Blair.

Combs placed first in dramatic 
interpretation which was her sev­
enth event championship of the sea­
son. She also took fourth place in 
poetry. Blakley placed second in 
prose interpretation and fifth in both 
persuasive speaking and children’s

literature.
Humphrey placed fifth in im­

promptu speaking and third in 
children’s literature. He also scored 
for the team in Lincoln-Douglas 
debate. Smith also placed in two 
categories, winning third in poetry 
interpretation and sixth in prose.

Banks, only a freshm an, 
placed in his second consecutive 
tourney with a third place showing 
in dramatic interpretation. Ward, 
also a freshman, scored in Lincoln- 
Douglas debate, while newcomers 
Patterson and Curtis placed fourth 
in novice team debate.

FOUR BASKETBALL 
PLAYERS NAMED 

ALL-CONFERENCE
Two Southwestern Oklahoma 

State University women’s basket­
ball players and two men’s players 
have been named to the 1999 Lone 
Star Conference All-Conference 
teams.

Cristi Sanchez of Delhi, Calif., 
was named to the women’s first 
team, while Kristi Dickerson of 
Colony was honored on the second 
team. Anthony Lumpkin of 
Vicksburg, Miss., was named to the 
men’s second team, while Corey 
Johnson of Los Angeles, Calif,, was 
named honorable mention.

Sanchez was named LSC 
Player of the Week three different 
times this season. She averaged 11.1 
points and 8.8 rebounds per 
game this season for the

Lady Bulldogs who finished 15-12 
overall. Sanchez, a junior, led the 
team in steals (49) and blocks (52).

Dickerson was honored as 
LSC Player of the Week on two 
different occasions this season. The 
Colony junior led the Lady Bulldogs 
in scoring with a 12.0 average. She 
also had the team’s best field goal 
percentage at 53,5%.

Lumpkin and Johnson were 
two high-scoring guards for the 
Bulldogs. Lumpkin averaged 15.4 
points and 4.0 rebounds per game. 
The junior also led the team in 
assists with a 3.3 average.

Johnson was the team ’s 
leading scorer with a 17.3 average. 
He led the Bulldogs in steals 
with 28.
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Alumni Golf

RECORD NUMBERS ATTEND
Thirty-four teams participated 

in Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University’s 5th annual alumni golf 
classic held July 25 at Silverhom 
Golf Course in Oklahoma City.

A record 144 golfers partici­
pated in the tourney which featured 
two flights and various other prizes. 
Catering the event was Don Elliott 
and Outback Steakhouse.

All three winning teams in the 
championship flight shot 56s, 15 
under par. A scorecard playoff was 
used to break the tie. Winning first 
place and $500 in gift certificates 
was the team of Larry O ’Neal, Ja­
son O’Neal and Scott Keith, all of 
W eatherford, and Brad Fulton, 
Norman.

Finishing second in the cham­
pionship flight and winning $350 in 
gift certificates were R ichard 
Hasley, O klahom a City; Ron 
Polston and Ray Kuykendall, both 
of Dallas, Texas; Bill Crockett, 
Reydon; and D elbert M ahan, 
Wichita Falls, Texas. The third place 
team was com prised of Gary 
Millspaugh, Bill Lindsay and Jay 
Boetchum, all of Weatherford; and 
Tom Haley, Binger. They won $200 
in gift certificates.

In the handicap flight, first 
place and $500 in gift certificates 
went to the team of Patrick Cowan 
and Jim Cowan, both of Edmond; 
Sean Cowan, Sayre; and Greg Bond, 
Bethany. Winning second place

and $350 was Rouben Tourian and 
D ikran Tourian, both of 
Weatherford; Doug Kaiser, Enid; 
and Shane Hyman, Oklahoma City. 
Third place winners were Clint Tho­
mas, M oore; M att Hawk, 
Weatherford; and Fred Hacker and 
Shane Hacker, both of Tuttle. They 
won $200 in gift certificates.

In the various contests, Bruce 
Grummer of Oklahoma City won 
the Closest to the Pin on Hole #14 
award and won a putter, while Bruce 
Vaverka of W oodward won the 
longest drive contest on hole #10 
and won a driver. Wayne Sparks of 
Oklahoma City had the longest drive 
on hole #3 and won a $ 150 gift cer­
tificate from BC Clark.

Above: The Outback Steakhouse employees used 
this truck to haul in all the shrimp, lamb chops, 
baby back ribs , chicken , steak, potatoes, beans, 
salad, bread, & cheesecake that owner and  
South western Alumnus Don Elliott donated for the 
tournament.

Above: The golfers are in their carts and ready to go.

Right: Dr. Hibler and some o f the golfers visit, 
while taking a break in between rounds.
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Alumni Golf

ALUMNI GOLF TOURNAMENT

Above: The golfers eat and drink in the cool comfort 
o f the club house during the heat o f the afternoon.

Below: Dr. Joe Anna Hibler visits with Jerry 
Jameson during the golf classic.

Above: The winners o f the championship 
flight: Brad Fulton, Jason O’Neal, Larry 
O ’Neal, and Scott Keith

Above: Four o f the hard working Outback 
Steak House employees take a break.

Left: Dr. Hibler poses with the handicap flight 
winners: Sean Cowan, Jim Cowan, Greg Bond, 
and Patrick Cowan.
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Campus News

SOUTHWESTERN HONORS RUSSI 
& RHYMER AT HOMECOMING

Above: Dr. James Rhymer o f Clinton was inducted into 
the SWOSU Distinguished Alumni Hall o f  Fame at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University homecoming 
activities. He serves as team doctor for the SWOSU football 
team, so he posed for his picture with SWOSU President 
Joe Anna Hibler after the football game which was played 
in the rain. Rhymer also rode in the homecoming parade 
and was honored at a luncheon.

Below-.Winners o f Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University blankets at the 1998 alumni and friends 
luncheon were (from left) Grace Burcham o f  
Weatherford, Dr. Gary Russi o f Rochester, Mich., 
and Lura Hansen o f Weatherford. Burcham was the 
oldest Southwestern graduate present at the 
luncheon, while Russi traveled the furthest distance. 
Hansen had the most children who graduated from  
SWOSU.

Left: Dr. Gary Russi o f Rochester, Mich., was a busy man at 
the Southwestern Oklahoma State University homecoming 
activities. Russi, who is president o f Oakland University, was 
one o f two Southwestern alumni inducted into the SWOSU  
Distinguished Alumni Hall o f Fame on the Weatherford campus. 
Russi rode in the homecoming parade and was honored at a 
luncheon and at halftime o f the SWOSU foo tba ll game. 
Presenting Russi with a plaque is SWOSU President Joe Anna 
Hibler.

Right: Three western Oklahoma residents were recently 
honored fo r their service and support o f the Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University music department.

George Wilkinson and Weldon Collier, both o f Weatherford, 
and Lorena Males of Cheyenne were honored during SWOSU 
homecoming activities on the Weatherford campus. The trio was 
recognized at a luncheon hosted by the music department.

Wilkinson was honored for his many years o f support to 
the SWOSU Jazz Festival, while Collier is celebrating his 50th 
year as an instrument repairman for the music department.
Males, who is a member o f the SWOSU Distinguished Alumni 
Hall o f Fame, is a staunch supporter o f the keyboard division.

This was the first year for the awards which were presented on behalf o f SWOSU music students and 
faculty. The trio's names will be placed on a plaque which will be located in the Fine Arts Center. The awards 
will be annually presented to people who have been supportive o f the music program at SWOSU.
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Campus News

Above: Several former student body presidents at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University gathered for the 1998 homecoming 
activities recently held on the Weatherford campus. Among the 
presidents who attended the festivities included (front from left): 
Mary McCauley Regier, Cordell, 1990-91; Johna Veale Roof 
Weatherford, 1992-93; Jim McKoy, Cross Plains TX, 1952-53; 
Alan Spies, Norman, 1993-94; Bryan Evans, Norman, 1997-98; 
Charles Evans, Oklahoma City; 1954-55; and Aaron Roark, Tulsa, 
1995-97. Back from left—Kurt Winden, Tulsa, 1983-84; Jerry 
Garrett, Colorado Springs CO, 1959-60; Arch Alexander, 
Stillwater, 1944-45; Charles Weeks, Seiling, 1958-59; David 
Tautfest, Weatherford, 1953-54; Larry Hilburn, Hollis, 1950-51; 
Don Torbert, Lawton; 1951-52; and Erica Hightower, 
Weatherford, 1998-99.

Below: Three Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University alumni were presented with 
Service Awards by the SWOSU Alumni 
Association at the 1998 alumni and friends 
luncheon held in conjunction  with 
homecoming. Award winners were (from 
left): Ronnie Oldfield, Canton, Texas; 
Richard Hasley, Oklahoma City; and Alan 
Spies, Norman. Jim Waites, executive  
director o f  the alumni association, said 
Oldfield sponsored a block party fo r  high 
school students, Hasley sponsors the annual 
Metro Night in Oklahoma City fo r  high 
school students, and Spies has been working 
on alum ni m em bership cards fo r  the 
association.

Danielle Felts o f Weatherford, 
Texas, and Steve McLemore o f 
Rush Springs were named 1998 
homecoming queen and king at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University homecoming activi­
ties concluding Nov. 1 on the 
W eatherford campus. Both 
Eelts and McLemore are se­
niors majoring in communica­
tion arts. Other finalists not 
pictured were Porfirio Ramirez, 
O lustee; M ika Benway, 
Watonga; Bonnie Blakley, 
W eatherford; and Omar 
Rosales, Beaver.
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Campus News

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER IS ESTABLISHED

OKLAHOMA STATE REGENTS AWARD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT

The Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education awarded an 
economic development grant of 
$ 125,000 to the School of Business 
for the establishment of a Business 
Development Center.

Dr. Jerry Kaufman, Dean of 
the School of Business, Dr. John 
Hays, executive vice-president, and 
Dr. M arvin Hankins, associate 
professor of economics, were the 
principal writers of the grant.

The Business Development 
C enter will serve as a 
comprehensive center for economic 
developm ent and business 
assistance for thirteen counties in 
w est-central and southw est 
O klahom a (Beckham , Blaine, 
Caddo, Custer, Dewey, Ellis, Greer, 
Harmon, Jackson, Kiowa, Roger 
Mills, Tillman, and Washita).

The primary objectives of the 
center will:

1. ) Provide valuable economic 
and business data and analysis 
that will improve the utilization 
and assist in the expansion of 
community resources in the 
public and private sectors.

2. ) Provide com prehensive 
business/regional strategies that 
foster economic development,

job creation, and diversity in 
the region.

3. ) Provide an interactive role 
with regional and community- 
based organizations, which 
prom ote business and 
employment opportunities.

4. ) Provide a forum to 
disseminate information and 
provide programs that promote 
the developm ent of 
entrepreneurial skills

5. ) Assist faculty in securing 
funding and consulting 
opportunities for applied 
research and market annalists.

The school currently publishes 
the Great Plains General Business 
Index on a quarterly basis and it will 
now come under the auspices of the 
Business Development Center. The 
index monitors numerous economic 
and business data series which help 
explain and determine economic 
activity in the region. It is designed 
to provide a statistically reliable ac­
count of present and future eco­
nomic activity and help to explain 
the interrelations and impact that 
economic activity has on the vari­
ous economic sectors.

The Business Development 
Center also houses the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Manufacturing Excel­
lence and the Small Business De­
velopment Center. The Alliance is 
committed to improving Oklahoma 
manufacturing by leading the move­
ment toward modernization through 
implementing change in technology, 
m arketing, human resources, 
financing, and inter-firm collabora­
tion. The small Business Develop­
ment Center is primarily designed 
to nurture the growth of small busi­
nesses through business planning, 
m arketing research, cash flow 
analysis, and general management. 
If you have any questions concern­
ing the Business Development Cen­
ter, please contact Dr. M arvin 
Hankins at (580) 774-3750.
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Campus News

SWOSU MANAGES GHOST MOUND
Southwestern Oklahoma State 

University at Weatherford took over 
management of the Ghost Mound 
Youth Center for at-risk youth on 
March 1.

The facility, located eight 
miles south of Hydro on Highway 58, 
is a joint project between Southwest­
ern Oklahoma State University and the 
Oklahoma Office of Juvenile Affairs. 
The center is known as the SWOSU 
Adventure Program at Ghost Mound.

The endeavor is not a new one 
for both the university and OJA, a state 
government agency devoted to the re­
duction of youthful delinquency. The 
university has operated a similar facil­
ity, Foss Lake Adventure Program, for 
OJA since 1995. According to Dr. Ken 
Rose, chairman of the SWOSU health, 
physical education and recreation de­
partment and program director, South­
western is the only university in the 
United States to be operating such fa­
cilities.

“We’re pleased that OJA recog­
nized the good work that has been go­
ing on at the Foss Lake Adventure Pro­
gram,” said SWOSU President Joe 
Anna Hibler. “We’re excited to have a

similar opportunity with the Ghost 
Mound project.”

Debbi McFarlin, who is program 
administrator at FLAP, oversees the 
project at Ghost Mound which is ex­
pected to bring nearly $700,000 per year 
to the western Oklahoma economy. The 
facility houses boys, ages 16 to 18, who 
have been identified by the court sys­
tem as at-risk teenagers. The year-round 
program has active supervision on a 24- 
hour basis.

McFarlin said Southwestern will 
operate Ghost Mound similar to FLAP 
but will continue the state vo-tech skills 
center already in place at Ghost Mound. 
The site employs around 20 people.

There are three main components 
of the Southwestern plan. One is to 
build self-esteem and self-worth in the 
youngsters plus develop their commu­
nication skills. Another intent is to im­
prove academic skills, while the final 
component is consultation with parents. 
The university will also add a wilder­
ness component at Ghost Mound, de­
signed to build decision-making and 
teamwork among the boys through vari­
ous activities such as a ropes course, 
sailing, canoeing, mountain climbing 
and scuba diving.

Southwestern students and fac­
ulty are expected to benefit from the 
new site, including opportunities in stu­
dent employment, student practicums, 
faculty research and cutting-edge treat­
ment methodologies in such areas as 
wilderness programming, social work, 
psychology and education.

The primary mission is to help at- 
risk youth, but it is going to be a good 
learning laboratory for SWOSU stu­
dents as well as have an economic im­
pact on this area of western Oklahoma,” 
Hibler said.

Maximum occupancy rate for 
Ghost Mound will be 12 with boys stay­
ing seven to 12 months. After leaving 
the program, the boys will be monitored 
for one year by a state juvenile worker.

N egotiations for the Ghost 
Mound project have involved the 
SWOSU administration as well as OJA 
officials, including director Jerry 
Regier, deputy director David Dennis, 
western zone division administrator 
James Johnson and western zone coor­
dinator Peggy Wibener. The SWOSU 
academic endeavor was under the di­
rection of Rose, McFarlin, Dr. Bill 
Kermis, Dr. John Hays and Dr. Vilas 
Prabhu.
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1999 BERNHARDT AWARDS 
“A NIGHT OF EXCELLENCE”

Dr. Jill Jones (second from right) is the most recent recipient o f 
the Bernhardt Award at Southwestern Oklahoma State Univer­
sity in Weatherford. The award is made possible by Dr. William 
and Theta Juan Bernhardt o f Midwest City. With the Bernhardts 
and Jones is SWOSU President Dr. Joe Anna Hibler (left).

Dr. Jill Tedford Jones, profes­
sor in the language arts department 
at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, recently received the 
prestigious Academic Excellence 
Award at a faculty banquet on the 
Weatherford campus.

Jones received a $2,500 cash 
award, Waterford crystal clock and 
an engraved pen set for being hon­
ored as an outstanding faculty mem­
ber who exhibits exceptional 
achievement in teaching, scholar­
ship and service.

The award 
and banquet are 
made possible by 
Dr. W illiam  and 
Theta Juan 
Bernhardt of Mid­
west City who es­
tablished the event 
through the 
SWOSU Founda­
tion. Guest speaker 
for the evening was 
Gordon H.
Deckert, a David 
Ross Boyd profes­
sor emeritus of psy­
chiatry and behav­
ioral sciences at the 
University of Okla­
homa.

Jones, who is the sixth winner 
of the award, has spent the last nine 
years of her 29-year teaching career 
at Southw estern. She came to 
Weatherford in 1990. She has taught 
14 different courses, ranging from 
remedial English to graduate level 
literature. The practice and resident 
teacher programs have enabled her 
to help seniors and graduates as they

prepare for their careers. She cur­
rently serves as SWOSU Director of 
Freshman Composition.

Jones graduated cum laude 
with a B.A. from Mississippi Uni­
versity for Women in Columbus, 
MS in 1969. She completed her 
M.A. in English in 1973 at Auburn 
University with the help of an 
NDEA Fellowship. In 1984, Dr. 
Jones completed her doctoral work 
at the University of Mississippi.

Immediately prior to coming

to Southwestern in 1990, Jones 
taught at Louisiana Tech in Ruston 
and Louisiana State University at 
Baton Rouge. Other higher educa­
tion teaching experience includes 
teaching at Bishop State (AL) Jun­
ior College and at several Houston 
area colleges and universities.

Since joining the faculty at 
Southwestern, Jones has actively

participated in many statewide, uni­
versity, and departmental commit­
tees. Most recently she has served 
on the Regent’s Transfer Curricu­
lum Committee, SWOSU’s Strate­
gic Visioning Council, the Aca­
demic Advisory and Scholarship 
Committee, and the Communica­
tions Committee. She received the 
President’s Meritorious Award for 
1998-99. She has been on Faculty 
Senate for six years, serving as 
president and secretary-treasurer.

While teaching 
and being actively in­
volved on campus, 
Jones has maintained 
her scholarly  re ­
search. She attends 
annual meetings, pre­
sents papers, and 
chairs sessions in 
three professional or­
ganizations: the South 
Central Modem Lan­
guage A ssociation  
(SCMLA), the Okla­
homa C ouncil of 
Teachers of English 
(O CTE), and the 
Popular Culture Asso­
ciation (PC A).

She served as 
chair of the Women’s 

Caucus at SCMLC in 1996. She 
chaired the Autobiography/Biogra- 
phy special session for two years, 
which was incorporated as a regu­
lar session of the conference in 
1999.

continued on next page
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Southw estern  Norm al Holds 
F irs t Com mencem ent

The Southwestern Normal held its first annual 
commencement the week of May 29 through June 1, 
1904. (1) On Friday morning, May 27, the closing 
exercises of the Training School Kindergarten were 
held for the parents of 23 children. The program 
included the singing of motion songs, reciting, and 
the performing of several plays. Each child was 
presented a packet of their year's work by their 
teacher, Miss Daisy Ferguson. (2,3)

The commencement week was organized as follows 
(4):

Sunday AM, May 29 
Baccalaureate Services 

Monday PM, May 30 
Essay Contest (Silver Medal awarded by 

the Probieren Club)
Tuesday AM, May 31 

Oratorical Contest (Gold Medal awarded 
by Dr. J.J. Williams and R.C. Everts) 

Tuesday PM, May 31 
Declamation Contest (Gold Medal 

awarded by O.B. Kee)
Wednesday AM, June 1 

Commencement 
Wednesday PM, June 1 

Literary Society Contest (Silver Cup 
awarded by the Normal Faculty)

There were no regular Normal course of study 
graduates as no students had transferred sufficient 
credits in order to complete the program during the 
first year. However, the following four students

(continued on page 3)

(1907 Oracle, SWN Yearbook)

Cam pus Beautification

The following trees, ordered from Kingfisher, were 
planted on the Normal grounds during spring 1904:

1400 Elm (5-7 ft)
100 Elm (4-5 ft)
200 Box Elder (5-7ft)
700 Soft Maple (5-7 ft)

25 Sycamore (5-7 ft)

In addition, 700 feet of Chandler brick walkways 
were laid and grounds for an athletic field (football 
and track), tennis courts, a baseball diamond, and a 
basketball court were marked. (1,2,3,4) The
grounds near the building were filled, graded, and 
sowed with grass seed. When completed ". . . and 
the flowers in bloom, there (will) be no prettier 
lawn in town." (5)

References (continued on page 2)

The Commencement Program supplement follows 
the style and format of the Southwestern Normal 
Third Annual Commencement Program. (SWOSU 
Library Southwestern Room)
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"Smoke the Southwestern 
Normal cigar. It is the best 5 
cent cigar out."

Custer County Republican 
October 8, 1903

(1906 Oracle, SWN Yearbook)

Biographical Sketch:

Guy W illiam B ohannan 
Southw estern Norm al 

(1903-1914)

Professor Guy Bohannan was a 
native of Chesterville, Illinois, 
where he was born August 13, 
1870. (1) He began his teaching 
career in the rural schools of 
Illinois in 1891. After two years 
of teaching, he enrolled in the 
W estern  Norm al College 
(Bushnell, Illinois) where he 
graduated with the B.S. degree 
in 1899. (2) He also completed 
coursew ork a t B lackburn 
University (Carlinville, Illinois) 
and Eastern State (Illinois) 
Normal School at Charleston. 
(3,4,5)

Bohannan came to Lincoln 
County, O.T., in 1901 where he 
taught in the rural school system. 
(6,7) In 1902, he accepted the 
position of Superintendent of the 
Newkirk, O.T., Public Schools. (8) 
The following year, he was 
appointed a member of the newly 
established Southwestern Normal 
School in Weatherford, O.T., as 
Chair of the Department of

Science. (9)

Bohannan offered the following 
classes in science during the 
Southwestern's first academic 
year (1903-04):

Fall Quarter 
Zoology (5 students)

Winter Quarter 
Botany (5 students)

Spring Quarter 
Botany (5 students)
Physiology (23 students)
Physics (7 students)

In addition, he taught courses in 
mathematics, commercial law, 
and penmanship. (10)

In general, his students were 
able to accomplish much in spite 
of the downtown Weatherford 
classroom accommodations ex­
cept for the class in physiology 
where he observed that some of 
the students were ". . . rather 
immature for the grade of work 
required and will need a more 
thorough review." (11) A student 
impression of Professor Bohannan 
was stated, "One characteristic of 
Mr. Bohannan is this; he always 
closes his speech when the bell 
rings. Even if he has spoken the 
first syllable of a word, he stops, 
and we won't hear the last 
syllable until next time." (12)

During December of that first 
year at Southwestern, Bohannan 
married Callie W ashburn of 
Newkirk. (13) Following the 
1904 commencement exercises, 
the Bohannans visited the St. 
Louis World's Fair for a well 
deserved vacation. (14) Upon 
their return, Bohannan left for 
Comanche County, I.T., where he 
conducted a teacher's institute. 
(15)

Bohannan continued as Science 
Department Chair through the 
1904-05 academic year. The 
following year, the department

(continued on page 4)



N orm al Com m encem ent
(continued from page 1)

with transfer credits were able to 
complete the requirements for 
the two year Commercial 
(Business) Program Diploma (5,6):

Ray Vivienna Campbell 
Ora Maude McQuown 
Elizabeth Columbia Owens 
Alma Collins Roland

All of the graduates were from 
Weatherford with the exception 
of Miss Owens who was from 
Boone, Colorado. (7) Mrs. 
Roland's work in the Fall Quarter 
Stenography class was of such 
quality that she was asked to 
team teach the course with Miss 
King during the Winter Quarter. 
( 8 )

With the completion of the first 
commencement " . . .  the people 
of the town and surrounding 
country realize more fully what it 
means to have secured (this) 
institution of higher learning." (9)
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Norm al Notes

"President Campbell of the 
Southwestern Normal is on a 
tour in company with the 
presidents of the other Normal 
Schools inspecting the schools of 
. . . " Kansas, Iowa, and other 
states.

Custer County Republican 
May 12, 1904

"The opera chairs for the chapel 
and the other necessary furniture 
to fit the building arrived from 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and (is) 
being rapidly put into place."

Custer County Republican 
May 5, 1904

The following papers were 
presented at the April 1904 
C uster County T eachers ' 
Association by Southwestern 
Normal faculty and students:

Austin E. Wilber 
"The Place of Industrial Training 
in our Educational System"

Daisy D. Ferguson 
"The Training Department of the 
Southwestern Normal"

Berlin B. Bone
"Consolidation of Rural Schools" 

Custer County Republican 
April 7, 1904

An elocutionary and musical 
recital of Tennyson's Enoch Arden 
was presented by Normal faculty 
members Belle Barker and Roxie 
Seevers in both Weatherford and 
El Reno.

Weatherford Democrat 
May 5, 1904
Custer County Republican 
May 19, 1904

Professor Alvin Roper recently 
presented his original piano 
composition entitled "The Dying 
Year" in El Reno.

Custer County Republican 
May 19, 1904

A rt Exhibition

In keeping with President Camp­
bell's goal to enrich the cultural 
experiences of the Normal stu­
dents, he has arranged the loan 
of Edison's Art Exhibit of carbon 
photographs, photogravures, and 
engravings of 190 masterpieces 
from European galleries. The 
exhibit also includes Greek sculp­
ture, Egyptian art, and American 
historical works.

The collection will be displayed 
for public view February 23-26, 
1904, in the vacated Main Street 
classroom buildings.

Custer County Republican
February 18, 1904



Outdoor basketball court, 
(1911 Oracle, SWN Yearbook)

G.W. Bohannan
(continued from page 2)

was reorganized into the 
Department of Physical Science 
(Physics, Chemistry, Geology, 
and Astronomy) with Bohannan as 
Chair and the Department of 
Natural Science consisting of 
Biology and Physiology. (16,17) 
Tillman Leroy Noblitt, M.D., was 
appointed Chair of N atural 
Science. (18)

When John A. Ferrell, the first 
Chair of Mathematics, resigned in 
1906, Bohannan was assigned to 
this position from 1906-1908. (19, 
20 )

In the Fall 1908, he was again 
reassigned with the appointment 
of Chair of Astronomy, Geology, 
and Geography. (21) This depart­
ment and the Department of 
Chemistry and Physics were 
created from the Department of 
Physical Science established in 
1905. (22) Bohannan experienced 
some difficulty with this 
assignment as he was stricken 
with typhoid fever in August. 
(23,24) However, by December 
he was sufficiently recovered to 
present a paper at the State 
Teacher's Association held in 
Shawnee. (25) This department 
served the school from 1908- 
1911. During this appointment, 
Bohannan also taught at least 
one German class. (26)

In 1911, further realignments 
involving the school's depart­
mental structure resulted in a 
new assignment as Chair of 
Agriculture and Geography. (27) 
New surroundings also came with 
the appoin tm ent as the 
department was allocated space 
in the new Science Hall 
completed in 1910. (28,29)

This was Bohannan's last position 
at Southwestern. He offered his 
resignation in May 1914 effective 
the end of the summer term. 
(30, 31) He was the last
remaining faculty member from 
the school's first year. (32) One 
of his last service contributions 
was the commencement address 
delivered at Olustee, Oklahoma. 
(33) He was present for the first 
South-western Interscholastic 
Meet (SWIM) established by 
President Ulysses S. Griffith and 
held April 17-18, 1914. (34,35)

Following the conclusion of the 
1914 summer session, the 
Bohannans left Oklahoma for 
Washington state where he had 
accepted the position of Principal 
of the Steven's School in 
Wenatchee. (36) The next year, 
he was named Superintendent. 
He held this position until 1919 
when he left the teaching 
profession for a position with the 
Rex Spray Company, a 
Wenatchee chemical business 
specializing in insecticides for the 
local apple industry. (37,38) He 
retired in 1940 and died in 
Wenatchee, December 24, 1945. 
He was survived by his wife and 
son, John. (39,40)
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In OCTE she has served on the State 
Executive Committee as chair of the 
college section. In PCA she read pa­
pers in 1997 and 1999. Her paper 
“The Delight of Words: The Eliza­
bethan Sonneteers and American 
Country Music Lyricists” has been 
accepted for the international meet­
ing of the group in Cambridge, En­
gland, in August 1999.

Her publications relate to the 
following British writers of the 
1890s and early 1900s: Netta Syrett, 
Max Beerbohm , Henry Handel 
Richardson and Charlotte Mew. 
Articles appear in standard bio­

graphical reference works such as 
the Dictionary of Literary Biogra­
phy; The 1890s: An Encyclopedia 
of British Literature, Art, and Cul­
ture; and the Encyclopedia of Brit­
ish Humorists.

Her essays and book reviews 
have appeared in Studies in English, 
Bulletin of Bibliography, Publica­
tions of the Mississippi Philologi­
cal Association, the Henry James 
Review, and English Literature in 
Transition. One essay was selected 
for reprint in the reference book, 
Short Story Criticism. She has read 
30 papers at various conferences 
over the years. She received grants 
from the Oklahoma Foundation for 
the H um anities to d irect two 
“Let’s Talk about It, Oklahoma:

programs : “Myth and Literature” 
and “Private Investigations” and 
was scholar/presenter in three other 
series.

On the local level, she is cur­
rently president of the AAUW chap­
ter. She is an active member of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, serving 
on the Vestry (Senior Warden 1995), 
Altar Guild, and ECW. She is also 
involved in the Weatherford Arts 
Council and Creative Homemakers.

She married Dr. Ray Jones in 
1997. She has one son and five step­
children.

Previous w inners of the 
Bernhardt award include Dr. Vilas 
Prabhu, Dr. Stuart Burchett, Dr. 
Gary Wolgamott, Dr. Terry Segress 
and Dr. James Hunsicker.

FACULTY MEMBERS RECEIVE 
GRANTS/APPOINTMENTS

....Dr. Richard Bryant and Dr. Faye Neathery, both in the chemistry department, received a $14,272
grant from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to support a summer academy program to 
encourage talented high school juniors and seniors to pursue careers in mathematics and science teaching. 
This academy will combine resources with the Oklahoma Teacher Education Collaborative to introduce 
students to the rewards and challenges of a teaching career.

....Dr. David Bergman and Dr. Ken Lyon, both in the School of Pharmacy, received a $2,000 grant
from the Pfizer Corporation to support the acquisition of DrugDex software. The software will be used to 
support the clinical pharmacy practicum for students in the professional pharmacy program at the Muskogee 
Veterans Administration Medical Center.

....Dr. Ed Neparko, professor emeritus in chemistry at SWOSU, was recently re-elected as secretary
of the Oklahoma Section of the American Chemical Society. Neparko has served as section secretary for 
over 10 years.

.... Dr. Peter Grant of the biology department serves as editor of the Mayfly Newsletter. The newslet­
ter is published twice each year to facilitate communication among ephemeropterists. The latest edition 
was mailed to 367 people in 41 countries.

....Dr. Phil Holley of the social sciences department recently presented a paper, “Unassisted Home
Birth and Related Emerging Values and Beliefs: A Description of a Re-Invented Family,” at the annual 
meeting of the Oklahoma Sociological Association.

....Dr. Mark Gales and Dr. Barry Gales, both of the School of Pharmacy, recently published a paper,
“Response Rates from Poster Presenters,” in the American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy.

....Dr. Dennis Thompson and Dr. Dana Reid-Pierce, both in the School of Pharmacy, recently pub­
lished a paper, “Drug-Induced Nightmares,” in The Annals of Pharmacotherapy.

....Dr. Stephen Burgess of the psychology department received the 1999 Outstanding Dissertation 
Award from the International Reading Association.
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RECORD LEVEL OF FINACIAL AID 
AVAILABLE IN OKLAHOMA

A record level of financial aid was available to 
Oklahoma college and university students and the larg­
est percentage ever of Oklahoma college and univer­
sity students received aid in 1997-98, according to a 
recent study completed by the Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education.

At Southwestern Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford and Sayre, a total of 3,702 students re­
ceived financial aid of $15.4 million in 1997-98. Tho­
mas Ratliff, director of student financial services at 
SWOSU, said these totals are also records at South­
western.

“Southwestern continues to look for ways to help 
our students achieve their educational goals regardless 
of their financial situations,” Ratliff said.

According to the OSRHE report, state colleges 
and universities distributed 250,970 financial aid 
awards and loans valued at more than $487.4 million 
to 106,225 students in 1997-98.

The total amount awarded is more than double 
what it was at the turn of the decade when 175,776 
awards totaling $241.3 million was distributed to 
78,631 students. At Southwestern in 1989-90, a total 
of $9.1 million was distributed to 3,280 students.

In addition, more than half of all Oklahoma col­
lege and university students received some type of fi­
nancial aid in the 1997-98 school year, compared to 
slightly more than one-third of the student body in 1989- 
90. Ratliff said approximately 67 percent of the 
SWOSU student body received some sort of financial

aid during the 1997-98 year.
A record $229.8 million in free financial aid 

(money that does not have to be repaid) was available 
to students in the form of grants and scholarships and 
through student employment on college and univer­
sity campuses in 1997-98.

Of the total amount of free financial aid awarded, 
grants comprised $150.4 million, up 66 percent from 
$90.7 million in 1989-90; scholarships totaled $35.9 
million last year, an increase of 95 percent from $18.4 
million in 1989-90; and student employment on cam­
pus provided $43.5 million in 1997-98, a 34 percent 
increase from $32.4 million in 1989-90.

Southwestern’s figures for 1997-98 included 
grants totaling $5.60 million, up 38 percent from 1989- 
90; scholarships $1.88 million, an increase of 130 per­
cent since the turn of the decade; and student employ­
ment $1.1 million, an increase of 72 percent.

“Oklahoma colleges and universities have some 
of the lowest tuition rates in the nation. However, Okla­
homa higher education is sensitive to the pressure that 
college costs may place on some students and their 
families and have made more financial aid available 
than ever before,” said Chancellor Hans Brisch, not­
ing increases in financial aid have far exceeded in­
creases in tuition and inflation.

Since the turn of the decade, tuition has increased 
27 percent at Oklahoma two-year colleges and 33 per­
cent at four-year universities. During the same time, 
inflation increased 32 percent.

SWOSU FACULTY PROMOTIONS/TENURES
Five Southwestern Oklahoma State University faculty members at Weatherford received promotions 

and eight faculty members earned tenure as the result of recommendations at the April meeting of the Board
of Regents of Oklahoma Colleges.

Promoted from associate professor to professor was Dr. Helen Maxson in the language arts department. 
Four faculty members were promoted to associate professors including Dr. Gary Bell in technology, Dr. Viki 
Craig in language arts, Dr. Cynthia Foust in nursing and Dr. Ronna Vanderslice in the school services pro­
gram in the School of Education.

Receiving tenure were Bob Dorlac, art; Dr. Sylvia Esjomson, chemistry; Foust; Dr. Valerie Reimers 
and Joyce Stoffers, both in language arts; Dr. James South and Dr. Alan Spurgeon, both in music; and
Vanderslice.

The recommendations, which were made at the meeting held in Durant, are effective beginning July 1 
which starts the 1999-2000 academic year.
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SWOSU CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN
S o u t h w e s t e r n  

Oklahoma State University’s 
Foundation is kicking off a 
$2 million fund-raising 
campaign in conjunction 
with the university’s 
Centennial celebration which 
is coming up in the year 
2001.

Jim Waites, director of 
the SWOSU Foundation, 
said the campaign will 
provide an opportunity for 
the many SWOSU friends 
and alumni to demonstrate 
their loyalty and support of 
the university which has 
campus locations in 
Weatherford and Sayre.

Several prominent 
SWOSU alumni and friends

are volunteering to serve on 
the campaign’s executive 
leadership council. Jerry 
Grizzle of Edmond is 
chairman, while honorary 
chairpersons include Everett 
Dobson, Edmond; Gen. 
Thomas P. Stafford, 
Alexandria, Va.; Don Weeks, 
London, England; Gary and 
Edie Akin, Shawnee; Dr. 
William Bernhardt, Midwest 
City; Paul Flick, Clinton; 
Homer Ryan, Frederick; and 
Eddie Tom Lakey, president 
of the SWOSU Foundation 
from Sayre.

Funds raised through 
the Centennial drive will 
be targeted to four areas, 
according to Waites. Student

scholarships; endowments 
for academic chairs, profes­
sorships and lectureships; 
construction of a wellness 
center; and campus beautifi­
cation are projects which 
Southwestern officials would 
like to highlight.

Waites said there are 
four phases to the Centennial 
drive, including select 
friends of SWOSU, faculty 
and staff, alumni, and foun­
dations. Dr. Charles Torbeck 
of Oklahoma City is serving 
as chairman of the select 
friends phase.

The base goal of the 
drive is $1.5 million with 
the challenge goal being $2 
million.

Southwestern’s ori­
gins trace back to 1901 
when it was created by an 
act of the Oklahoma Terri­
torial Legislature as a 
teacher’s college. The first 
classes started in 1903. Over 
the years, Southwestern has 
expanded its offerings and 
today offers over 100 areas 
of study.

Under the leadership 
of SWOSU President 
Dr. Joe Anna Hibler, the 
university continues to 
maintain a reputation for ex­
cellence in academics and 
extracurricular opportuni­
ties which makes it one of 
the top universities in the 
state of Oklahoma.

FOUNDATIONS FOR LIFE

You can become a  
“Foundation ” for 

Southwestern^ future.

Most of us would like to contrib­
ute a large gift to help continue 
traditions like homecoming, 
reunions, and scholarships, 
but few can afford 
$100,000. Now there is a 
way that a small gift can 
multiply into a very large 
gift. This gift can also ensure 
that your child(ren) or named 
child(ren) can receive a college education

should something happen to you. 
Through the miracle of in­

surance, an annual premium 
of $500 to $ 1,000 can turn 
into a $100,000 gift and 
the deductibility makes it 
an even greater value. 

Your life can and will count 
for your child(ren) and for 

Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University’s future.

For more information about how you can be involved in the “Foundations for Life” program 
please contact Jerry Kinzer, The Kinzer Company, at (405) 946-9899 

or Jim Waites, SWOSU Foundation Director, at (580) 774-3267.
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Donors

FOUNDATION GROWING

The Southwestern 
Oklahoma State 
University Foundation 
is supported by alumni, 
parents, faculty, staff 
and friends, including 
civic organizations, 
foundations, and 
corporations through 
their increasingly 
generous gifts and 
exceptional leadership. 
The Southwestern 
community appreciates 
all that each donor 
contributes and to 
express our gratitude we 
want to give our donors 
the recognition they so 
richly deserve.

The donors are listed 
alphabetically according 
to the level of giving.
All gifts listed were 
received in 1998. Every 
attempt has been made 
to ensure accuracy in 
the donor lists. Please 
advise us of any 
corrections or changes 
for our records by 
notifying the 
Foundation Office,
100 Campus Drive, 
Weatherford, OK 73096. 
Or, send an e-mail at 
wilkerk@swosu.edu.

On behalf of the 
students of 
Southwestern, 
thank you.
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Foundation Newsletter

MISS SOUTHWESTERN 1999
Left: Kara King (center) o f Altus won the most recent 
title o f Miss Southwestern. King, a junior majoring 
in vocal m usic education, w ill now represent 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University at the 1999 
Miss Oklahoma Pageant. Pictured with King are (left) 
first runnerup Jodi Forgay o f Clinton and (right) 
second runnerup Tisha Penner o f Weatherford. King 
also won the talent competition, while Penner won 
the swimsuit event.

MISS SOUTHWESTERN REUNION
Right: Prior winners o f the Miss Southwestern 
Scholarship Pageant were reunited at a brunch 
during festivities o f the annual Miss Southwestern 
Scholarship Pageant held this past October. Those 
attending were (seated from left): Kerri Fisher- 
Williams, Norman, 1978 Miss Southwestern: and 
Tascha Lawless, Rattan, 1998. Back from left—Pam 
Franklin-Deck, Thomas, 1976; Lacey Legnon, 
Tulsa, 1997; Tamara Walker-Dumas, Ft. Worth, 
Texas, 1990; and Carol Cates-Brown, Weatherford, 
the very first Miss Southwestern in 1958. Others, 
not pictured, who attended various events, included 
Sue Lynn Jenkinson-Diel, Burlington, 1971; and 
Stephanie Gunning, Little Rock, Arkansas, 1992.

PETERSON’S PAPER MAKES 
NATIONAL NEWS

Southwestern Oklahoma State University social sciences assistant professor Dr. Geoffrey Peterson and his 
wife, Julie, of Weatherford have been making national news recently with their research efforts.

The couple’s research on the classification system of how government authority figures are portrayed on 
television was the focus of a Washington Post article on Sunday ,Oct. 18, and an ABC Radio interview on Oct
20.

Their research has involved reading and watching descriptions of more than 10,000 shows. Generally, the 
Petersons have found that television’s views of government mirror societal beliefs.

“I think you have to have your head in the sand not to realize the impact television has on people’s political 
perceptions,” Peterson said. "When millions see shows featuring conspiracy theories and black helicopters, that 
has an impact on what people believe about their government.”

The interest in the Petersons effort started about two years ago when Geoff presented a paper at the 
Midwestern Political Science Association’s annual meeting in Chicago. The room was packed as he talked about 
the couple’s paper, “The Dukes of Hazzard to X-Files: How is Government Authority Portrayed on Television.” 

The Petersons are now working on a book expected to be finished sometime in 1999.
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Campus News

MORRIS PROMOTED

Dr. Don L. Morris

Eastman Chemical Com­
pany has named Dr. Don L. Mor­
ris senior research associate. The 
new appointment was effective 
December 1.

M orris is a native 
of W eatherford, O klahom a. 
He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in chem istry and math from 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
U niversity  in 1966, and 
a doctora te  in organic

chem istry from Kansas State 
University.

A 25-year employee with 
Eastman, Morris most recently 
served as manager, Development, 
PEBOC Division of ECUK Ltd., 
Anglesey, Wales.

Morris and his wife, Alice, 
relocated to K ingsport in 
November. He is a member of 
the American Chemical Society 
and Alpha Chi Sigma.

MR. STAS ELECTED TO BOARD

Raymond D.Stas (left) and Dr. Robert L. Ross the Foundation's president

Raymond D. Stas, a graduate 
of Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University and a retired executive 
of Phillips Petroleum in Bartlesville 
after 35 years, was elected to a four 
year term on the board of directors 
of The B aptist Foundation of 
Oklahoma.

Since retirem ent from 
Phillips, Stas served as assistant 
vice p resident of inform ation 
systems and services at Oklahoma 
Baptist University. He holds a 
bachelor of science degree from 
Southw estern O klahom a State 
University in math and physics.

Stas has been on the board of 
a distinguished IBM worldwide 
computer group and served as its 
vice president and treasurer.

He and his wife, Darla, are 
members of B artlesville, First 
Baptist where he is chairman of 
deacons. The Stas’ co-chair the 
Centennial Celebration Committee 
for the church. He has served on 
various search teams and has been 
Sunday School department director 
for numerous age groups. They 
have two children.

In his first year on the board, 
Stas will serve on the Investment 
and Foundation Loan Services and 
Real Estate Committees.

The Baptist Foundation of 
Oklahoma is the trust agency of the 
Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma offering a means for 
Oklahom a B aptist to provide 
perpetual support for its institutions 
and agencies.

The board of d irectors is 
comprised of 20 Christian business 
and professional men and women 
elected by the Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma to serve

four-year terms. In addition, the 
Foundation president makes annual 
appointments of up to six advisors 
to the board. Directors and advisors 
are chosen for their professional 
skills and ability in financial affairs 
and also because of their personal 
integrity and spiritual commitment.

The Foundation is the largest 
religious foundation in Oklahoma 
with assets of $178 million and an 
average annual d istribution  to 
Baptist charities approaching $6 
million. Offices are located in 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa.
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Alumni News

SWOSU Alumni Notes...
...Mike Ferguson has been 

awarded the Polk County Baseball 
Coach of the Year award.

Ferguson is currently  the 
Athletic D irector and Baseball 
Coach at Santa Fe Catholic High 
School in Lakeland, Florida.

He graduated from SWOSU 
in 1988 and coached five years at 
the University of Miami as the 
H itting Coach. Ferguson also 
played high school baseball at 
Yukon under new Southwestern 
Head Coach Charles Teasley

...1965 SWOSU graduate, 
Foster “Sonny” Mayer, Jr. is the
new president of the Society of 
Environm ental Toxicology and 
Chemistry (SETAC). SETAC is 
dedicated to furthering scientific 
know ledge and assem inating 
inform ation , including the 
application of sciences to risk 
assessment.

M ayer graduated from 
Southwestern with a BS in biology 
and chemistry and received an MS 
(aquatic ecology) and a PhD 
(toxicology) from Utah State 
U niversity  in 1967 and 1970, 
respectively.

Dr. M ayer has been very 
active in aquatic containm ent 
research. He has received 15 
awards, authored over 120 scientific 
papers, and has participated in 
international projects in Sweden 
and Russia. He was awarded a 
bronze medal for promotion of 
women and m inorities in 
environmental sciences. Mayer is 
also listed in American Men and 
Women of Science.

...Albert D. Gray was given 
an Honorary D octorate of 
Humanities Degree by Southern

Nazarene University. The degree 
was given in recognition of Gray’s 
excellence in health care leadership, 
his commitment to children with 
disabilities and his long-standing 
contributions to the state.

The native of Caddo County 
graduated from Lookeba-Sickles 
High School before graduating from 
Southwestern.

Gray began as the 
administrator of The Children’s 
Center in Bethany in 1978. He was 
given the directive to liquidate all 
assets and close the center. 
However, he found a way to keep 
the center open and make it fiscally 
sound.

The non-profit facility  
provides not only 24-hour medical 
care to critically ill children with 
m ultiple d isab ilities  but is an 
important level of care between the 
hospital and home.

Gray’s administration recently 
completed the new 100-bed Donald 
W. Reynolds Childrens Center. The 
Center was paid for by a capital and 
endowment campaign that will also 
pay for the upkeep.

...Southw estern  graduate 
Connie Claborn was named the 
new princip le at S terling  
Elementary School last September.

The Cyril High School 
graduate, received her bacholor’s in 
education from the University of 
Science and Arts of Oklahoma, 
Chickasha.

Claborn earned a master’s 
degree from Southw estern in 
elementary education in 1984. She 
received her second master’s degree 
in administration at Southwestern in 
1994, and was certified  in 
elementary administration the same 
year.

...Southwestern Alumnus, Dr. 
Roy Wesley Dowdell of Baytown, 
Texas has received the degree of 
Fellow of the American Academy 
of Family Physicians (AAFP), the 
national m edical association  
represen ting  85,000 fam ily 
physicians, residents in family 
practice and medical students. The 
degree was aw arded to 
approxim ately  1000 fam ily 
physicians on September 18, 1998, 
in conjunction with the AAFP’s 
50th Annual Scientific Assembly in 
San Francisco, California.

Established in 1971, the AAFP 
degree of Fellow recognizes family 
physicians who have distinguished 
themselves among their colleagues 
and in their communities through 
service to family medicine and 
professional development.

The 70-year old Elk City 
native received his b ach e lo r’s 
degree in chemistry from SWOSU 
at the 1998 graduation ceremony. 
Dowdell had started classes at 
Southwestern in 1948 and attended 
one year before deciding to attend 
classes at C arver C hiropractic 
School in Oklahoma City where he 
graduated in 1952.

Dowdell then moved to Hydro 
where he was a chiropracter until 
1957 when he decided to return to 
college. He decided to major in pre­
medicine at Southwestern. Dowdell 
was then accepted into the 
University of Oklahoma Medical 
School in 1959, one year short of 
completing his bachelor’s degree at 
Southwestern.

Dowdell’s recent recognition 
at Southwestern is the result of a 
state regent’s policy which allows 
individuals who have professional 
degrees to be awarded bachelor’s 
degrees.
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Alumni News

More SWOSU Alumni Notes...
...Bobby Hoffman, R.Ph., 

who has spent over 38 years as a 
career pharm acist at In tegris 
Clinton Regional Hospital, retired 
in December of 1998. He was the 
director of Pharmacy services at the 
hospital for 35 years.

The C linton High School 
graduate earned a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in pharmacy from 
Southwestern in 1965. He then 
became the first pharmacist ever 
employed by Oklahoma General 
Hospital.

...Southw estern  graduate, 
Barbara M anor has been

appointed the director of Health 
Inform ation M anagem ent at 
Exempla Saint Joseph Hospital in 
Denver, Colorado.

The Elk City native received 
her bachelor’s degree in medical 
records adm inistra tion  from 
Southwestern and a master’s degree 
in health care administration from 
W ebster U niversity in Aurora, 
Colorado.

M anor is president of the 
Colorado Health Inform ation 
M anagem ent A ssociation and 
serves on the adjunct faculty for 
Regis U niversity, teaching a 
weekend healthcare class.

...S e iling  native and 
Southwestern graduate, Ramona 
Cummings has been named Alva 
Teacher of the Year. She was 
selected by the other teachers in the 
school district and honored at an 
A lva cham ber of C om m erce 
Banquet.

The music teacher has taught 
in the Alva School District for the 
last 17 years. Her achievements 
include: Outstanding Achievement 
Music D irec to r’s Awards since 
1989; Director of Distinction of 
Western Oklahoma 1992-93; and 
All-State Chorus Chairman 1996- 
97.

SWOSU RECEIVES ARTWORK

Kempf, a former Clinton resident who lives in Weatherford, 
is pictured with SW OSU President Joe Anna Hibler.

Pictured with Phillips is Leonard's 
daughter, Kristi, and wife, Linda 
Campbell.

Several pieces of artwork were recently donated 
to Southw estern  Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford.

Ken Watson, a SWOSU alumnus and former art 
instructor, donated three of his paintings, and one of 
the pieces was given in honor of Gottlieb Kempf, a 
long-time friend of Watson's and custodian in the 
Administration Building.

Weatherford dentist Dr. Joe Phillips also gave

the university a piece of sculpture in 
m em ory of the late Dr. Leonard 
Campbell, former president of SWOSU. 
The art pieces will be located in the 
SWOSU President's Conference Room.
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Alumni Album

Alumni Album
F o r m e r  S o u t h w e s t e r n  G r a d u a t e s

1940s
Glorine Godfrey lives in Port 

Orford, OR. She earned a pharmacy 
degree in 1947 from Southwestern. 
She retired from St. Francis Hospital, 
where she worked as a Med Tech.

L.G. Patrick graduated from 
Southwestern in 1949. He earned a 
pharmacy degree. L.G. has retired 
from pharmacy and now lives in Bella 
Vista, AR. with his wife, “Burt”. She 
graduated from Southwestern in 1950 
with a degree in elementary education. 
She is now retired also.

Bill R. Williams, earned degrees 
from Southwestern in both history and 
physical education in 1947. He is now 
retired and lives in Napa, CA.

1950s
John and Francis Patterson

live in Tecumseh, OK. They both 
earned degrees from Southwestern. He 
graduated in 1952 with a pharmacy 
degree and she received a degree in 
education in 1950. John is a relief phar­
macist and Francis has retired from 
teaching.

Bill and Sue Schumpert both 
graduated from Southwestern. He 
earned a biology degree in 1954 and 
she received a B. A. in elementary edu­
cation and music education in 1955. He 
is a retired school administrator and she 
has retired from teaching. They live in 
Chattanooga, OK.

Bill Stinson is retired and lives 
in Oceanside, CA. He received a B.S. 
in political science in 1954.

1960s
Deanna Barney earned a B.S. in 

math and business in 1961. She has 
retired from teaching and lives in 
Seiling, OK.

R.A. “Pete” Wood, Jr is a 1965
graduate who has a degree in Dentistry. 
He has his own practice in Weatherford, 
TX..

Richard Spies earned a math de­
gree in 1960. He retired from 
Honeywell, where he was an engineer. 
Spies lives in Oklahoma City, OK.

1970s

Ron W. Pittman is the
Superintendant at Okeene Public 
Schools in Okeene, OK. He earned a 
B.S. in elementary education from 
Southwestern in 1975.

Alicia Ramming Emerson
earned a B.A. in political science in 
1976. She is a Senior Policy Analyst 
in the House of Representatives in 
Oklahoma City, OK. Emerson cur­
rently lives in Edmond.

Hugh R. Williamson graduated 
from Southwestern in 1973 with a de­
gree in business education. He earned 
a Masters of Education in 1976 and 
received his MBA in 1985. He is a so­
cial worker for the Oklahoma Depart­
ment of Veterans Affairs in Clinton, 
OK.

1980s

Von and Cheryl (Adler) Nix
both graduated from Southwestern. 
Von earned a business administration 
degree in 1982. Cheryl got a B.S. in 
Business Management in 1984. They 
now live in Edmond, OK and both work 
for Allstate Insurance. He is an agent 
and she is in sales.

Kent Davis is a mechanical en­
gineer at Duke Energy. He earned a 
B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
Southwestern in 1984. He is living in 
Charlotte, NC.

Southwestern graduate, Kevin 
Rich is a pharmacist at the VA Medi­
cal Center in Oklahoma City, OK. He 
earned a pharmacy degree in 1985.

1990s
Kenna Harrison earned a phar­

macy degree in 1992. She is a pharma­
cist at Eckerd Drug in North Richland, 
TX.

In 1991, Kelli Kinzer earned a 
pharmacy degree from SWOSU. She 
lives in Carl Junction, MO and is a 
pharmacist at Dillon’s Pharmacy in 
Joplin, MO.

Cheryl Lockstone is the Secre­
tary of the Southwestern Alumni Board 
of Directors and earned a recreation 
degree in 1991. Cheryl and her hus­
band, Marty, own Lockstone Funeral 
Home in Weatherford, OK. They have 
two children, Audrey and Adam.
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Memoriam

ED BERRONG, SR. 1915-1998
Ed Berrong, Sr, 83, Southwestern Alumnus, passed away Octo­

ber 16, 1998 at Baptist Integris Hospital in Oklahoma City, OK.
Berrong graduated from Hinton High School in 1933 and from 

Southwestern in 1937. He attended the University of Oklahoma and 
then Oklahoma City University Law School.

Berrong did many things for his country, the State of Oklahoma, 
and the town of Weatherford. However, he will also be remembered 
“on the hill” for the things he accomplished as the President of the 
SWOSU Foundation Board of Directors and as a member of the 
Alumni Board of Directors.

Ed Berrong, Sr. served as Foundation President for 19 years. 
During this time one of the goals was to increase educational endow­
ments. The plan was to raise funds so that the Foundation could offer 
more scholarships, establish more endowed chairs, and increase gen­
eral endowments. The goal was acheived and is the basis for the 
work that the Foundation does now in providing scholarships.

You only have to walk upstairs in the Administration Building to see the generosity of Ed Berrong 
and his wife Winnie Ola. A painting that they donated is hanging for all to enjoy. Berrong set up an 
endowment and a scholarship account at the Foundation. He wanted everyone to have the opportunity 
to obtain a college education and be able to enhance their future.

Ed Berrong had three sons-Ed, Jr., Mark, and Brad-eleven grandchildren-and seven great-grand­
children.

TRUMAN W. SMITH 1933-1999

Truman Smith and Dr. Joe Anna Wider in 1994

Truman Smith, 
65, the first All-Ameri­
can football player at 
Southwestern, passed 
away March 6, 1999, 
in Wichita Falls, Texas. 
He played both 
offensive and defen­
sive tackle on the 1952, 
1953 and 1954 foot­
ball team s and was 
all-conference all three 
years.

Smith graduated 
from H ollis High 
School in 1951 and 
from Southwestern in 
1955, where he had 
a double m ajor in 
physical education and 
social studies.

At the time of his death, Smith was president of 
Truco Properties, Inc., a position he held for 35 years.

Smith is well re­
membered at South­
western for his support 
of the “dawgs” and of 
the SWOSU Founda­
tion. He set up two 
football scholarship 
endowments at South­
western, one each in 
the nam es of Joe 
Bailey M etcalf and 
Gordon “Cake” Gore. 
Trum an was also a 
m em ber of the 
SWOSU Foundation 
President’s Club.

Smith had four 
children-Joe Bruce, 
Danna, Lee “Tuffy” 
and Laurie and two 
grandchildren.
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inMemoriam
Name City State Grad Year
Helen Abbott Norman 1952
Dudley Allsup 
Ruth Allsup 
Janice Lynn Baldwin Bartlesville
Jessie Blalock Anadarko
John Franklin Blanton Elk City 1957
Ruth Bemice Blevins Kerrville TX
Barbara Boyd Bohannon Oklahoma City
Harold Bollen Erick
Robert Scott Briggs Nowata
Larry Don Calkins Tipton
Wilboume Fred Campbell Coleman 1962
Steven Jay Casida Hobart
Joseph Mark Caudell Altus 1979
Wanda Cheves-Mirtez Midwest City 1953
Oris O. Cooke Byars
Cortez Cranfill Amarillo TX 1960
Carl Cunningham Oklahoma City
Billy Ralph Cypert Gainesville TX 1955
Kenneth Ray Daniels Guthrie 1979
Coy Wayne Dennis Wichita Falls TX 1950
Charles Dewbre Lookeba-Sickles 1964
Travis D. Duvall Woodward 1960
Edith Lucy Eller Lawton 1942
Harvey Engle Hobart
Alma Fleming-Hendrix Weatherford 1933
Harvey Friesen Weatherford
Royce Gene Gaston Davidson
Lunell Goss Oklahoma City
Oliver Carlton Gregory Weatherford
Frieda Groves Cordell
Mary Jo Gurley Oklahoma City
Nathan Owen Haffner Okeene 1987
Flossie Evelyn Hagin Cordell
Edith Mason Halbrooks Mountain View
Lucy Nichols Hansen Hydro
Patsy Harper Frederick
Pauline Hays Watonga
Rondal James Hefley Electra TX 1969
Bill Henry Elk City
Leroy B. Hicks Woodward 1961
Ralph Hiett Oklahoma City 1952
Imogene Higgins Weatherford
Roberta High Haskell TX 1966
Florance Howe Colorado Springs CO
Mickey Brower Hudson Oklahoma City
Curtis Keith Jackson Tonkawa
Jim D. Jones Edmond
Mildred Jones Norman
Col. Howard Karnes, Sr Stillwater 1940
John A. Kee Mooreland
George Keil Manhattan KS

Name City State Grad Year
Wayne E. Lahann Fargo 1964
David Bruce Lamb Hammon
Jackie Lynn Latimer Elk City
Emma Gene Laubhan Enid 1937
Jack Leebrom Oklahoma City
Freida Lewis Pampa TX
Walter Louis Luchau Weatherford 1934
Charles Albert Maddux Mount Hope KS
Doris McConnell Hobart
Betty Jo McCrary Fay
Kerry McElroy Deerfield KS
Robina Melton Oklahoma City
Lillian S. Milam Victoria TX 1932
Virginia Miller Snyder
Elmer Million Norman
Mary Gayle Mitchell Weatherford
Cleo Marvin Moran Vici
Maryroena Muncy Weatherford
Sarabel Danner Nikkei Oklahoma City
Azilene Orrell Carnegie
Fred Owens Littlefield TX
Sibyl Gimlin Page Rolla MO
Clinton Riley Parr Elk City 1930
Corrinne Ardis Peach Woodward
Neal Anthony Pickett Greensboro NC
Jimmy Jack Pinson Tipton
Shirley Polk Oklahoma City
William Bradley Prince Lake Worth TX
A.J. Prock Virginia Beach VA
Carl Gene Robertson Sayre
Lucille M. Ryden Weatherford
James Clifton Sanford Aledo TX 1960
Duriel "Duke” Scales Eakly
R.L. Sherrill Bartlesville 1963
Steven Oliver Sims Weatherford 1988
Edward Milton Slover Minco 1953
Rhonda Miller Smith 
Virgil Louis Smith

1990

Eva Jane Smith Wichita Falls TX 1969
Nellie A. Smith Oklahoma City
George F. Stack Elk City
L.E. Stahl Hawthorne
Betty Jeanne Steiner Weatherford
William Stewart Oklahoma City 1927
Foy Ardell Stout 
J. Bruce Stout

Sulphur

Leaford Thornbrough Sayre
Leonard E. Travis Thomas
Robert Wood Vanderveer 
Tinye Whelless

Poteau 1958

Birdie Whipkey Erick
Roy L. Williams Altus 1932
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Schedules

Alumni 
office 

searching
for yearbooks

The Southwestern Alumni 
Office keeps at least one copy of 
yearbooks from each year. 
Unfortunately, there are a few 
books that we do not have.

If anyone would like to 
donate a book, please contact the 
Alumni Office at (5S01 774- 
3267.

These years are needed:
‘

1914 1951
1918 1974

1931

Dawg Dates
June

2 Summer semester begins 
12 Alumni Golf Toumey-Silverhorn Golf Club-8 am

July
29 Summer semester ends

August
25 Fall semester begins

S e p te m b e r
4 SWOSU vs. Adams State-Milam Stadium-7 pm 
18 Parent’s Weekend-BBQ-South of stadium-5 pm

SWOSU vs. West TX A&M-Milam Stadium-7 pm 
Scholarship registration-downtown merchants-9 am-5 pm

O c to b e r
1 Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet
2 SWOSU Honecoming

Web 
pace? 
Ye s , 

w e ' v e  
s e t  o n e  

t o o !

All alumni and friends with 
Internet access are encouraged to 
visit the SW OSU web site for 
both the W eatherford and Sayre 
campuses.

The address is: 
h ttp ://w w w .sw osu .edu  

The site has been up and run­
ning for about two years. Many 
aspects of the university are fea­
tured, so all alumni and friends 
are encouraged to “ look in” at 
Southw estern and see what is 
happening on “The Hill!”

9
9

Football
Schedule

DATE OPPONENT PLACE TIME
Sept. 4 Adams State CO Weatherford OK 7 pm

11 Tarleton TX Stephenville TX TBA

18 *West Texas A&M Weatherford OK 7 pm
25 Abilene C hristian TX Abilene TX TBA

Oct. 2 **Ouachita Baptist AR Weatherford OK 2 pm
9 OPEN

16 S ou th easte rn  OK D urant OK 2 pm

23 Northeastern OK Weatherford OK 2 pm
30 ***Univ. Central OK Edm ond OK 2 pm

Nov. 6 ‘***East Central OK Weatherford OK 2 pm
12 Harding AR S earcy  AR TBA

*Parents Weekend 

**Homecoming
***Tailgate Party



Join the Alumni Association!
Dues paid in 1999 extend from Jan. 1-Dec. 31.

Southwestern Oklahoma State University Alumni Association needs your help 
and support. We are more active and promoting more activities for the good of 
Southwestern. We have a progressive group of officers and Board of Directors. 
The Alumni Association helps promote and assist university academic projects, 
aids in student recruitment, sponsors homecoming events, parents’ weekend, tail­
gate parties and alumni golf tournaments, in addition to many more endeavors. In 
the future, our goal envisions establishing alumni chapters, implementing a place­
ment service and establishing an alumni center.

SWOSU Alumni Association E1916 
100 Campus Drive 
Weatherford OK 73096-3098
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