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Honing My Edge

KalebQusadk

W hen IWasaboutafewyearsold, j startedto talk.- B ut even then it Wasa mumble with a lisp
(quite the combination) . Sol wentto a speechtherapistevery Wednesday atnine o'clock in the morning.
My mostvivid memory from the clinic Wasthe day my therapist Wantedme to tellastory about,going to
the beach. I thought aboutit, Rutthen I told her | hadnever Been. S hethen asked if I've seen apicture
of a beach. I said yes.. Shetold metotellher what-abeach looked like. | gave her abriefdescription of
sand, ocean, seasshells, andp retty Women lying in their underwear. S he Wantedto knew howlco u ld
describe itbutnottell astory aboutbeing there. | told her thatit wouldBealie, andthats when shegave
me a strange expression and then gave up on the exercise. M y lacko f imagination had reared itsugly

head. lwouldn't t learn of imagination's value until I was much older.

Comingfrom atypical blue collar family, myyoungeryears were devoid of the arts, | spentthe
firsteightyears of my life helping my dad milk cows and learning the Basic studies of reading, writing,
and arithmetic. | washomeschooled, soevery assignment was graded By my father. He did his very best to
teachthe process of writing my thoughts, Rut he WasBiasedtowards clear-cut efficiency. M y firstessays
were bland, logical, and dull. They wereonly recollectionsofmypast experiences. M y technique received

its wellneeded change when atnineyears ddlhadfinished my first "real” book, The Hobbit. JRR
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Tolkien h a d introduced netoteidea that astory @b e made up andstillh ave the abilityp fe e |real.

from there I Began building my imagination.

Reading soon Became my favoritepastime, | usedreading as an escape
andalso as awriting tool. Harry Potter Wasmy favorite book,to read'when I was

eleven, and Istayed a devout fanrigtup to theend. It Wasn't untill Wentto public schoolthat I
mstarted. to expand into the world ofliteratureml learnedfromLemony Snickettthat
books are capable of beingfunny anddarkm Steinbeck taught-me thatthatyou have
to create characters that the audience will be attachedto!frcm there you can addmisery to the character's
life that-willalso hurtthe reader. From Vennegut llearnedthat-astory can be interesting even if
you don't follow a straighttime finelreg d thaty ou shouldn't drinklce Nine). Becks were
perfectf or me to gain afoundation ¢ my imagination, because I could just-write any idea on apiece ¢ f
paper, I f 1 decided that I liked it, | would continue it. | fitlacked any rcct-s, | would let it dissolve and

never think o fit ever again.

I used books to shape my own Writing, but my imagination really took o ff
once | discovered the power of movies. They are simple to watch, but can contain
amazing stories and messages. MOVIEScontain the sto ry-telling aspects c fbooks.

but also addin the visualaspectd the camera, | have afriend who aspires to make moviesone day. H e
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was the one who really introduced me to movies. Of course I hadseen movies before, but- my eyes were
blindto what Wasreallygoing on, tbe Work that went on behind the cameras and what had to bep u t into

them to make them sopowerful.

I helpedmyfriendWith acouple o fmovies, startingfrom scratch. SN°e Wouldspend afew hours
justbrainstorminy on whatto even write about; then we would develop the story, A fter wefinished
preparing the script, the filming wouldbegin. Every scene hadto he carefullyplannedout, or we would
later discover that weforgot ashotwhile editing and would scramble to either reshootor adjust the story.
B utaferallthe Work, it was thefinished productthatreally shockedme. I t was like we weregods. We

hadstartedw ithnothing and finishedwithabeatificproduct.

I had finally found my imagination. A fter thirteenyears, I Wasfinally able to moldafresh idea

into arealthing. E ven if I neverfollow a careerin the arts, | found outthe true value o fthe imagination:

It's the ability to create, invent, anddream, Humanity's progress wouldhave stoppedatstanding

uprightifit wasn'tfor the ability to wonder why something didmor didn t Work. It's creating that allows

us tobuild great skyscrapers andautomobiles, It's inventing that allows us to combat- diseases, andtalk

person topersonfrom thousands o fmiles away, It's dreaming that, allows us to touch the stars.
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