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Echoes from the hill

S W O S U  P h o to co lla g e  c o u r te sy  o f  Tourian’s Studio. 1 2 0  W  C o lleg e  A ve. W eatherford, OK



E choes
From The Hill

E c h o e s  from  th e  Hill is a s tu d en t w ritten  
publication  o v e r se e n  b y  A sso c ia te  P rofessor  

Joel Kendall, p u b lish ed  b y  th e  SW OSU  
University Press an d  s p o n s o r e d  b y  th e  SW OSU  
Alumni A sso c ia tio n  an d  S o u th w estern  Founda­
tion. Contributing stu d en t writers and  contribut- 

ing  p h o to g ra p h ers  include:

Photographers 
Kyle Wright 
Joel Kendall

Writers
Staci Campbell 
Amber Minton 
August Fletcher 
Chad Gray 
Kelli Herbel 
Keri Hoffman 
Bigyan Koirala

Writers 
Abdullah Lawal 

Adam Phillips 
Garrett Hunt 

Jamie King 
Maribel Ramirez 

Marisol Lopez 
Emily McClure 

Brooke Watson 
Rebecca Witt

E choes from  th e  Hill is p u b lish e d  sem ian n u a lly  by  th e  S o u th w e s te rn  
O k lah o m a  S ta te  U niversity  O ffice o f  In s titu tio n a l A d v a n ce m e n t a n d  A lum ni.
This p u b lica tio n , p r in ted  by  th e  U niversity  Press, is issu ed  by  S o u th w e s te rn  
O k lah o m a  S ta te  U niversity  as  au th o riz e d  by Dr. Jo h n  Hays, P res id en t. A to ta l o f 
1,500 co p ie s  have  b e e n  p re p a re d  fo r d is trib u tio n  a t  a c o s t to  th e  ta x p a y ers  o f 
th e  S ta te  o f O k lah o m a  o f $4,005.00. Third class p o s ta g e  is p a id  a t  W ea the rfo rd , 
OK., 73096  u n d e r  p e rm it 57. C h an g e  o f a d d re ss  n o tic e s  a n d  o th e r  c o rre s p o n ­
d e n c e  sh o u ld  b e  s e n t to  Office o f In s titu tio n a l A d v a n ce m e n t a n d  A lum ni, S o u th ­
w e s te rn  O k lah o m a  S ta te  University, 100 C am p u s  Dr., W ea th e rfo rd , OK, 73096.

This in s titu tio n , in c o m p lia n ce  w ith  Title VI o f  th e  Civil R ights Act o f  1964, 
Executive O rder 11246 as a m e n d ed ,T itle  IX o f th e  E ducation  A m e n d m e n t o f 1972, 
a n d  o th e r  fed e ra l law s a n d  re g u la tio n s  d o e s  n o t d isc r im in a te  o n  th e  basis  o f  race, 
color, n a tio n a l orig in , sex, ag e , relig ion , h a n d icap , o r s ta tu s  as a v e te ra n  in an y  o f 
its policies, p rac tic es  o r p ro ced u re s .T h is  inc ludes, b u t is n o t lim ited  to  adm issions, 
em p lo y m e n t, financial a id  a n d  e d u ca tio n a l serv ices.
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We're Stumped Sculptor carves new image for Brandy

Clayton Cross carved SWOSU’s 
mascot out of a tree stump. The 
carving sits south of the A1 Harris 
Library.

T here 's  a n e w  “D og " o n  cam p u s.
Clayton C oss o f  Tulsa recen tly  s p e n t  

th re e  d ay s  o n  th e  SW OSU cam p u s, 
h o m e  o f th e  Bulldog s, using a chain  
s a w  to  ca rv e  a Bulldog from  a d e a d  
tre e  stum p. The carving w a s  m a d e  
p o ss ib le  b y  Public S erv ice C o m p an y  
o f O klahom a.

“It ( th e  carving ) is so  beautiful," 
SW OSU Physical Plant D irector Rick 
Skinner said. “It is like a n e w  scu lp tu re  
o n  cam p u s. It is am azing tha t s o m e o n e  
c a n  d o  this ty p e  o f  w o rk  w ith  a chain  
saw ."

The id ea  for th e  p ro je c t  c a m e  
w h e n  a tre e  trim m er sug g e s te d  that 
th e  university c h e c k  w ith  C oss. The tre e  
w a s  d e a d  a n d  n e e d e d  to  b e  pu lled . 
But, th e  tre e  h a d  a g o o d  sta tu re  a n d  
th e  trimmer, w h o  h a d  se e n  C o ss’ w ork, 
en v is io n ed  a carving . H e c u t d o w n  th e  
tre e  b u t left e n o u g h o f th e  s tu m p  for 
a carving .

Skinner th en  s o t  w ith  Tiffany Lyda, 
th e  com m unity  affairs m anag e r  for 
PSO, a n d  th e  tw o  w o rk e d  o n  se ttin g 
th e  p ro je c t a c c o m p lish e d .

Visitors to  th e  SW OSU c a m p u s  
can  s e e  th e  c a rv e d  d o s  just so u th  o f  
th e  Al Harris Library.
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A lum /rodeo coach  on reality show
When TV Land’s s e c o n d  season  

of the Class Reunion television  
program started February 1 8  for its 
spring season , area residents sa w  a 
familiar face.

Southw estern Oklahoma State 
University R odeo Coach Chad Ramirez 
o f Weatherford will b e  se e n  in the  
program this season .

Ramirez and 14  o f  his 1 9 8 8  
Chandler (AZ) High Sch oo l classm ates 
sp en t nearly a month in Hawaii this 
past summer filming the TV program.

1 had a great time in Hawaii 
sp en d in g  tim e with so m e  o f  my 
classm ates that I haven’t se e n  in 
2 0  years,” Ramirez said. "It is a 
g o o d  program and a g o o d  w a y  to  
reco n n ect with your o ld  friends.” 

Ramirez, w h o  has b e e n  SWOSU 
r o d e o  co a c h  sin ce 2 0 0 1 , and his 
classm ates reunited on  the island 
o f  Kauai. Ramirez also a tten d ed  a 
prem iere party in Arizona with his 
classm ates.

C arothers available for 

p resen ta tio n s

Kaeli Carothers

Miss SWOSU 
Scholarship Pageant 
officials an d  th e  cu rren t 
Miss SWOSU, Kaeli 
Carothers, a re  available 
to  p ro v id e  p rogram s 
for area c lu b s an d  
organizations. D eb b ie  
Brown, d irec to r  o f  th e  
S o u th w este rn  O klahom a 
State University p a g e a n t 
in W eatherford , said 
b o a rd  m em b ers  are 
available to  p re se n t 
brief ed u ca tio n a l p rog ram s o n  th e  p a g e a n t system . 
Carothers, w h o  w o n  her title in O c to b e r, is available 
to  p ro v id e  en te rta in m en t a t c lu b  a n d  professional 
m eetings. The Hollis so p h o m o re  is majoring in p r e ­
pharm acy  at SWOSU, a n d  her p latform  issue is 'A Walk 
a Day K eeps th e  D octo r Away."

C ontact Brown at (5 8 0 ) 7 7 4 -3 0 6 3  to  s c h e d u le  a 
program .

SWOSU sp o n so rs  YouTube 

c o n te s t

Tyrel H arrelson is th e  w in n er o f  th e  first 
SWOSU YouTube v id e o  c o n te s t  h e ld  recen tly  at 
S o u th w e s te rn  O klahom a S tate  University.

Harrelson, a SWOSU s tu d e n t from  A rnett, w o n  
$150 . His v id eo , en titled  "My SW O SU ”, can  b e  s e e n  
at: h ttp :/ /w w w .y o u tu b e .c o m /u s e r /s w o s u .

S e c o n d  p la c e  w inner o f $ 1 0 0  in th e  c o n te s t  
w a s  A shley R odriguez o f  Clinton.

Brian Adler, d ire c to r  o f p u b lic  relations & 
marketing at SWOSU, said  s tu d e n ts  are  invited to  
email him a link to  any  v id e o s  th ey  w o u ld  like to  s e e  
o n  th e  SWOSU YouTube site. The v id e o s  sh o u ld  b e  
re la ted  to  SWOSU in so m e  way.

A n o th e r v id e o  c o n te s t  has b e e n  underw ay . 
O n c e  th e  w inner is a n n o u n c e d , th e  v id e o  c a n  b e  
v ie w e d  at h t tp ://w w w .y o u tu b e .c o m /u s e r /s w o s u .
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A l H arris

th e  m an w h o s e  life w a s  SW OSU

'Al h a s  le ft m o re  o f  a  le g a c y  th a n  a n y  o th e r  

S o u th w e s te rn  p r e s id e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  his fo re s ig h t.”
-  J e r r y  N y e

AIbert "A l” Harris, w h o  
w a s  p re s id e n t o f 
S o u th w este rn  Oklahoma 

kState University during 
th e  years o f  its g rea te s t g row th , 
d ie d  Dec. 28, 2 0 0 8 . He w a s  99.

T hose w h o  k n ew  him can  
testify to  his d e d ic a tio n  to  
S o u th w este rn . From th e  tim e 
h e  s h o w e d  u p  o n  cam p u s  as a 
freshm an in 1 9 2 7  to  w h e n  he  
retired  as p re s id e n t in 1975 ,
Harris built his life a ro u n d  making 
S o u th w este rn  a b e tte r  university.

O n e  p e rso n  w h o  w itn e sse d  
th e  w orks o f  Harris is Dr.
Jerry  Nye, 
fo rm er 
chair o f th e  
Language A rts 
d e p a rtm e n t.
He said Harris 
m a d e  the  
university g ro w  
in m any w ays.

A l has 
m ore  o f  a 
legacy than 
any o th e r 
S o u th w este rn  p re s id e n t b e c a u s e

o f his foresigh t,” Nye said. Before 
Harris, th e  S o u th w e s te rn  p h a rm acy  
p rog ram  c o n s is te d  o f  o n e  floor o f 
th e  adm inistration building. A fter 
Harris built th e  Chemistry, Pharm acy, 
a n d  Physics (CPP) Building th e  
p rog ram  rapidly  e x p a n d e d .

Harris w a s  also  ex trem ely  
p ro u d  o f th e  S o u th w e s te rn  b a n d .

Al w a n te d  to  bu ild  a b e tte r  
m arching b a n d ,” Nye said, “s o  he  
h ired  a n e w  d ire c to r  a n d  a llo tted  
m o n ey  for several n e w  m usic 
scholarsh ips. Before, th e re  w e re  
n o t a lot o f  scho larsh ips available 

for m usic stu d en ts ."
During Harris’s 

p res id en cy , th e  
m arching b a n d  
re a c h e d  2 2 0  s tu d en ts , 

i a n u m b e r u n h eard  
i  o f  b e fo re  then . The 
I  b a n d  also  trav e led  
■ m uch  m o re  than  th ey  

h ad  b e fo re  th e  n e w  
d irector.

A l p re fe rre d  
to  stay  b e h in d  th e  

s c e n e s ,” Nye said. “H e h ad  
th e  ability to  a sse ss  a p e rso n 's

character. O n c e  h e  h ired  th e  right 
p e rs o n  fo r th e  jo b , h e  w o u ld  sit 
b a c k  a n d  let th em  m ake th e  right 
d e c is io n s .”

A s an u n d e rg ra d u a te , Harris 
e x c e lle d  in a c a d e m ic s  a n d  sp o rts .

A l Harris w a s  an  ath le te , n o t a 
scholar,” Nye sa id ,“b u t  h e  v a lu ed  
e d u c a tio n .”

Harris, a native o f  Altus, 
b e c a m e  th e  first S o u th w e s te rn  
alum nus to  b e  n a m e d  th e  s c h o o l’s 
p re s id e n t o n  July 1, 1 9 6 0 . He 
re tired  Ju n e  30, 1 9 7 5 .

Enrollm ent w a s  1 ,8 6 7  in 1 9 6 0 , 
a n d  g re w  to  5 ,4 8 2  b y  1 9 7 1 , Nye 
said. H e said  th e  ad d itio n  o f  m any 
physical a ttribu tes o f  th e  c a m p u s  
a ttra c te d  s tu d en ts .

In his ten u re , S o u th w e s te rn  
built th e  chem istry, p h a rm a c y  a n d  
physics building, a n e w  library 
(n o w  th e  Al Harris Library), an 
arts a n d  sc ie n c e s  building (n o w  
C am pbell), four d o rm ito ries  
(O klahom a, Parker, Rogers, a n d  
Jefferson), a s e c o n d  cafeteria , 
a sw im m ing p o o l a n d  an  office 
ad d itio n  to  th e  physical e d u c a tio n  
building. A n ad d itio n  alm ost
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d o u b le d  th e  size  o f  th e  chem istry, 
p h a rm acy  a n d  physics b u ild ing  
a n d  th e  M emorial S tu d e n t 
C en te r a n d  tw o  o ld e r  d o rm s  
w e re  enlarg e d . The o ld  s c ie n c e  
building w a s  m o d e rn iz e d ; th e  
o ld  gym nasium  afte r ex tensive  
rem odeling  b e c a m e  th e  m usic 
building; a n d  th e  o ld  library w a s  
ren o v a te d  into th e  a rt building.

Nye m e n tio n e d  tha t Harris 
w o u ld  alw ays in sp e c t th e  
buildings himself, to  “b e  su re  he  
w a s  getting his m o n e y 's  w o r th .”

Harris w a s  know n for his 
thriftiness.

"M oney a n d  security  w e re  
very  im p o rtan t to  Al,” Nye said. 
“He alw ays to ld  faculty m em b ers  
to  b e  glad  th ey  h ad  a jo b .”

Harris g ra d u a te d  from 
S o u th w este rn  in 1931 w ith a 
b a c h e lo r  o f  s c ie n c e  d e g re e .
He taught a t C uster City a n d  
w as  su p e rin te n d e n t at C uster

City, W atonga a n d  Clinton, 
during w h ich  tim e h e  e a rn e d  
a b a c h e lo r  o f  arts  d e g re e .
H e c o m p le te d  his m a s te r’s in 
adm inistration a n d  ed u ca tio n a l 
p sy ch o lo g y  from  G e o rg e  
P e a b o d y  C ollege for Teachers, 
Nashville, Tenn., a n d  re c e iv e d  
his d o c to r  o f  e d u c a tio n  d e g re e  
from  O klahom a S tate  University 
in 1955 .

He w a s  b o rn  D ec. 15,
1 9 0 9  in Altus a n d  d ie d  Dec.
2 8  at St. A n thony  H ospital, 
O klahom a City. He is survived 
b y  a daughter, Ruth Smith a n d  
h er h u sb an d , Mike Smith, o f  
Tulsa, a n d  g ran d so n  G e o rg e  
A lb ert Smith o f  Tulsa. He w a s  
p r e c e d e d  in d e a th  b y  his 
p a ren ts, w ives J o e  d e ’ Bob 
Dickerson a n d  Sara Lyle (C ordry) 
VanHorn, a n d  a b ro th e r  a n d  
sister. P ic tu red  o u ts id e  th e  P re s id e n t’s h o m e  

w ith  w ife  J o e  d e ’ B ob.

A l H a r r is  The A th le te

Harris w as thrifty even in his college years. N otice that he  Harris p layed  basketball. This p icture is from the 1927-28  
has no shoes. Harris established reco rd s in the 440  and  team . (O n the far left is c o a c h  Rankin Williams.)
880  that s to o d  until the  1960s.

Dr. J e r r y  Nye s a id  o f  H a rr is: “He w as a n  a t h le t e ,  n o t a  s c h o la r .’’ W h ile  in  
c o l le g e , H a r r is  p la y e d  on  th e  b a s k e tb a ll , b a s e b a ll  and  tr a c k  tea m s. He 
e x c e l le d  a t  tr a c k , s e t t in g  s e v e r a l  r e c o r d s  t h a t  la s t e d  f o r  o v e r  tw o  d e c a d e s .

E c h o e s  from  th e  Past 6



A p le a se d  Al Harris hears th e  an n o u n c e m e n t b y  Sen. Ed Berrong that th e  S o u th w este rn  Library will b e  n a m e d  i h 
honor. Congratulating him are  his wife, J o e  d e 1 Bob, an d  their daughter, Ruth.

N am ing th e  Library
Dr. Je rry  N ye sa id  th a t Al Harris 

w o rk e d  h a rd  to  b u ild  a n e w  library o n
ca m p u s .

“H e to ld  m e  to  g e t  m y English 
s tu d e n ts  to  th e  'libary,”’ N ye said . “H e 
n ev e r p r o n o u n c e d  'lib rary ’ c o rre c tly .’’

N ye said  Harris c o n s id e r e d  th e  
library his “p e t  p ro je c t .” A fte r y ea rs  o f  
funding  a n d  c o n s tru c tio n , th e  library 
w a s  c o m p le te d  th e  sa m e  y ea r th a t Harris 
re tired  as p re s id e n t.

Harris w a s  a v e ry  c o m p o s e d ,  
d ign ified  m an, N ye said , a n d  no th ing  
c o u ld  shake him -  until his re tirem en t

b a n q u e t .
A fte r th e  c e re m o n y  w a s  over, 

O k lahom a S ta te  R ep resen ta tiv e  Ed 
B errong a p p r o a c h e d  th e  p o d iu m .

"N o o n e  k n e w  w h a t w a s  go in g  on . 
The c e re m o n y  w a s  o v e r  a n d  th e  re g e n t 
w a s n ’t o n  th e  p ro g ra m ,” N ye said.

A s th e  ro o m  g re w  silent, B errong 
a n n o u n c e d  th a t th e  B oard  o f  R egents 
h a d  d e c i d e d  to  n a m e  th e  S o u th w e s te rn  
library a fte r  Harris.

‘Al ju st le a n e d  o v e r  th e  ta b le  a n d  
p u t  his h e a d  in his h a n d s ,” N ye said . 
“H e w a s  o v e rc o m e  b y  e m o tio n .”
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C a le n d a r  o f  SW O SU  E v en ts
April
1 st History Day

Softball @  East Central OK 
' 2 n d  Native A m erican Parents N isht (6 p m )
3 rd  N ew  S tuden t O rientation

Baseball vs. Eastern N ew  M exico (1 pm )
4th Baseball vs. Eastern N ew  M exico (1 pm )

Softball vs. East Central OK (1 pm )
5th W estern O klahom a Ballet Theatre - Spring Gala

(7 :3 0 p m )
6th  SWOSU Blood Drive

W estern O klahom a Ballet Theatre - Sprins Gala 
(1 2 p m )

7th SWOSU B lood Drive
Softball @  C am eron University (2 p m )
Dr. Kenneth Hensley, Scientist from  O klahom a 
M edical Research Foundation (7 p m )

9 th -11 th  SWOSU C ollege R odeo  
10th Baseball @  A ngelo  S tate TX

Softball vs. C am eron University (1 pm )
14th Softball vs. S ou theas te rn  OK (2 p m )

Panorama Event - Fab Four (7 :3 0 p m )
15th SWOSU S tu d en t Research a n d  Scholarly Activity 

Fair
16th SW O SU palooza 10 (6 p m )

Percussion C o n ce rt (7 p m )
1 7th Baseball vs. Tarleton S tate TX (1 pm )
18th Baseball vs. Tarleton S tate TX (1 pm )

Softball @  S ou theas te rn  OK (2 p m )
SWOSU Blue/White Football G am e (2 p m )
2 n d  Annual C en terpo in t Energy/SWOSU-PLC BBQ 
S’ Barn D ance (5 p m )

19th Jazz  E nsem bles C o n ce rt (3 p m )
20th Let's Talk A b o u t SWOSU (1 2 p m )

PLC B anquet (6 :3 0 p m )
Com m unity C horus C o n ce rt (7 p m )

21 st N ew  S tu d en t O rientation 
O rchestra  C o n ce rt (8 :15 )

22 n d  SGA Inaugural B anquet (6 :3 0 p m )
C om m unity/Sym phonic Band C o n ce rt (7 p m ) 

2 2 n d -24 th  SWOSU Theatre P roduction  "D irections” (7 :3 0  
pm )

23rd  Building o n  Vision 2020-E xpanding  W eatherfo rd 's  
Future Planning Session (5 :3 0 p m )

24th Baseball vs. C am eron University (1 p m )
25th Baseball @  C am eron University (1 pm )
27th Pharm acy Annual H onors & A w ards C onvocation  

and  W hite C oat C erem ony  (2 p m )
28th Baseball vs. Hillsdale C ollege (2 p m )
30th Final exam s begin

May
M ay 6  Final exam s e n d
M ay 8 S choo l o f  Nursing Pinning C erem ony  (3 :3 0 p m )

Pharm acy D ep artm en t H o o d in g  C erem ony  (7 p m )
M ay 8 SWOSU Sayre C am pus C onvoca tion  (7 p m )
M ay 9  SWOSU C o n v oca tion  (1 0am )
May 2 4  P residen t’s L eadership  Class Trip to  W ashington DC 
M ay 3 0  Miss SWOSU a t Miss O klahom a Pageant 

June
2 n d  Sum m er 2 0 0 9  C lassw ork Begins
2 n d -1 2 th  Sum m er S c ien ce  a n d  M athem atics A c a d e m y
3 rd -3 0 th  KESAM T eacher W orkshop
1 5 th -3 0 th  SMART te a c h e r  c a m p
19 th -2 0 th  H eartland Cruise S’ Car S h o w
2 1 st-2 4 th  Choral C am p
2 8 th -3 0 th  Ja z z  an d  Guitar C am p
2 8 th -3 0 th  M iddle  S choo l Band C am p
2 9 th  SWOSU B lood Drive

July
1 st-2 n d  Ja z z  a n d  Guitar C am p 
1 s t-10th  KESAM T eacher W orkshop  
1 s t-2 n d  M iddle S choo l Band C am p 
1 st-10 th  SMART te a c h e r  c a m p  
1 2 th -17 th  54 th  Annual Band C am p
1 3 th -24 th  ExxonM obile Bernard Harris Sum m er S c ien ce  C am p 
1 3 th -3 1 st KESAM T eacher W orkshop  
31 s t Sum m er se m e s te r  e n d s

A ugust
1 st 3 rd  Annual SWOSU A thletic Scholarsh ip  A uction  (5 p m ) 
17th Faculty W orkshop 
19 th  Fall 2 0 0 9  Classwork Begins 
29 th  Football @  Em poria S tate KS

Football
A u gu st
2 8 th  7 p.m . @  N o rth w est O klahom a S tate 

S e p te m b e r
6th  7 p.m . cmst) @  Eastern N ew  M exico University 
1 3th 6  p.m . H om e gam e  vs. A ngelo  TX S tate 

(Parents Day)
20 th  6  p .m . @  W est Texas A&M
27th  6  p.m . H om e gam e  vs. Tarleton TX State

O c to b e r
4th 6  p .m . @  S ou th eas te rn  O klahom a S tate 
11 th 3 :30  p.m . H om e gam e  vs. N ortheas te rn  OK S tate 
18 th  2 p.m . H om e gam e  vs. University o f  Central OK 
25 th  6  p.m . @  East Central University 

N o v em b er
1 st 6  p .m . H om e g am e vs. O klahom a Panhandle S tate 

(H om ecom ing)
8th  2 p.m . @  Texas A&M - C o m m erce
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Rex Ryan alum  n a m e d  h e a d  c o a c h  o f  N e w  York Je ts

1 9 8 7  S o u th w e s te r n  G ra d u a te  
S c o re s  NFL C o a c h in s  P o sitio n

WEATHERFORD, Okla. -  O ne  
o f S outhw estern  Oklahoma State 
University’s very o w n  has clim bed 
to  the  highest po in t in the  football 
coach ing profession. Rex Ryan w as 
recently in tro d u ced  as the  c o ach  
of the  N ew  York Jets o f the  National 
Football League.

Ryan, 46, has had  a lengthy 
an d  successful ca ree r as a c o ach  
at b o th  the  co llege an d  the

professional ranks. N icknam ed "The 
M ad Scientist” b y  his players for 
his aggressive an d  u n p red ic tab le  
gam e plans, Ryan sp e n t the  p ast 
10 seaso n s w ith th e  Baltimore 
Ravens m ost recently  as defensive 
coordinator. His No. 2-ranked unit 
h e lp e d  the  Ravens reach  the  AFC 
cham pionsh ip  gam e against the  
Pittsburgh Steelers.

"It’s b e e n  a d ream  o f mine to  
b e c o m e  a h e a d  c o a c h  in the  NFL. 
Coming here  to  the  N ew  York Jets, 
w h e re  my father o n c e  c o a c h e d  
an d  w as p a rt o f the  S uper Bowl 
III staff, is fantastic.” Ryan said in an 
an n o u n cem en t p ro v id e d  b y  the  
N ew  York Jets. “I look a ro u n d  at 
the  facilities an d  th e  p e o p le  they 
have in p lace  an d  s e e  a first-class 
organization. I’m just p ro u d  to  b e  
p a rt o f it.”

Ryan’s coaching  roo ts an d  
history with the  Jets franchise 
beg an  with his father, Buddy 
Ryan. The e ld e r  Ryan, form er h ead  
c o a c h  of th e  NFL’s Philadelphia 
Eagles an d  A rizona Cardinals, w as 
on  the  defensive staff o f the  N ew  
York Jets from 1968-75 , serving as 
the  defensive line c o a c h  o n  the 
1968  team  that w o n  S uper Bowl 
III. Buddy w as  the  architect o f the  
"4 6 ” d e fe n se  as the  defensive 
co o rd in a to r o f th e  Chicago Bears, 
winning S uper Bowl XX.

While Ryan’s c o n n ec tio n  with 
the  Jets g o  back  to  his days as a 
youth idolizing Jo e  Namath an d

his fam ous S uper Bowl guaran tee, his first 
formal in troduction  to  th e  s p o r t  b e g a n  
here  at SWOSU as a player in 1981

Rex, along w ith his twin brother, Rob, 
w as  recru ited  to  SWOSU b y  form er 
Bulldog football h e a d  c o a c h  Bob M azie. 
The SWOSU c o a c h  h ad  d e v e lo p e d  a 
friendship w ith their father, Buddy, through 
a num ber o f  years working th e  C hicago 
Bears training cam p.

Mazie, w h o  is n o w  retired  a n d  
living near H ouston, Texas, said h e  w a s  
in tro d u ced  to  th e  Ryan tw ins w hile 
playing racquetball w ith their d a d  d u ring l 
a brief break in th e  cam p . The tw o  lanky! 
"bean  po les" had  b e e n  serving as ba ll 
b o y s  th roughou t th e  cam p.

"Buddy took  m e asid e  an d  to ld   
m e that he w a n te d  m e to  take them  to  j 
Oklahom a, g e t them  enro lled  in sch o o l 
an d  make football players o u t o f  them ," j 
M azie said.

Neither o f the  Ryan tw ins w as  heavily 
recru ited , acco rd in g  to  M azie They 
a tte n d e d  S tevenson  High Schoo l in 
Prairie View, III, w hich  at th e  tim e w as  an 
affluent su b u rb  near C hicago no t know n 
for its football tradition. Both w e ig h e d  
180  p o u n d s  an d  s to o d  6 -2  inches tall, 
w hich  even  during th e  early 19 8 0 's  w as 
c o n s id e re d  light for a defensive  en d .

The m ove to  O klahom a w as  no t 
as far-fe tched  as o b se rv e rs  might first 
think, considering  the  tw ins w e re  b o rn  
in A rdm ore, an d  their father g rew  u p  in 
Frederick. The family d id  have relatives 
within a few  hours o f  W eatherford.

“We h ad  so m e  really g o o d  team s 
during that time, an d  neither kid w as
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afra id  to  line u p  ag a in s t a n y o n e .” M az ie  

sa id . "They g o t  b o u n c e d  a ro u n d  q u ite  

a b it b u t  a lw ay s g o t  u p  a n d  w e r e  re a d y  

‘o r  s o m e  m o re . T hey  w e r e  g o o d -  

n a tu re d  kids w h o  w e r e  ce rta in ly  fre e  

spirits. T hey  w e r e  w e ll- lik ed  b y  th e ir 

te a m m a te s  a n d  b y  th e  c o a c h in g  staff."

F orm er SW O SU  a th le tic  d i r e c to r  

C ecil Perkins r e m e m b e r s  Rex v e ry  w ell 

a n d  rem ains in c o n ta c t  w ith  him  to  this 
day .

“H e hit h a rd e r  th a n  his b o n e s  

w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to , ” sa id  Perkins in an  

in te rv iew  w ith  th e  N e w  York Tim es. 

“They w e r e  ju s t g re a t p e o p le .  O rn e ry  

as heck . If y o u  w e r e  to  insult th e ir 

girlfriends, th e y  m ight ju s t s w a t  y o u  o n  

th e  n o se . I h a p p e n  to  think th a t’s th e  

w a y  it s h o u ld  b e  d o n e ,  s o  I h a v e  a lot 
o f  r e s p e c t  fo r th e m .”

B oth Rex a n d  R ob  q u it p lay ing  

fo o tb a ll a t SW O SU  a f te r  th e  1 9 8 2  

se a s o n . T o g e th e r  th e y  tr a n s fe r re d  

to  O k lah o m a  S ta te  U niversity  b e f o r e  

ev en tu a lly  re tu rn in g  to  SW O SU  a n d  

c o m p le tin g  c o u r s e  w o rk  fo r th e ir 

b a c h e lo r ’s d e g r e e  in p h y sica l e d u c a t io n  
in 1 9 8 7 .

M u ch  o f  th e ir tim e  w a s  s p e n t  in

c la s s e s  ta u g h t b y  lo n g tim e  b a sk e tb a ll 

c o a c h  G e o r g e  H a u se r  w h o  r e m e m b e r s  

th e  Ryan b r o th e r s  this w ay .

“I d o n ’t think I e v e r  s a w  a n y  g r o u p  

o f  p e o p l e  th a t w e r e  a s  c o n n e c t e d  a s  

th e y  w e re ,"  H a u se r  sa id . "I m e a n  ticke ts , 

y o u  n a m e  it. T hey  c o u ld  g e t  it fo r y o u . 

T hey  k n e w  ju s t a b o u t  e v e r y b o d y  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  th e ir 

d a d .  B ears, Bulls, C u b s  tick e ts  if y o u  

c o u ld  g e t  to  C h icag o , th e y  h a d  y o u r  

tic k e t.’’

R yan’s p a th  a f te r  SW O SU  w a s  an  

e x te n s iv e  o n e  first se rv in g  a s  a  c o l le g e  

c o a c h  a t  M o r e h e a d  S ta te , N e w  

M e x ic o  H ig h lan d s a n d  th e  U niversity  o f  

O k la h o m a . His first NFL c o a c h in g  stin t 

w a s  w ith  th e  A riz o n a  C ard inals 

u n d e r  his fa th e r 

w h e n  h e  o v e r s a w  

th e  d e fe n s iv e  line in 

1 9 9 4  a n d  lin e b a c k e rs  
in 1 9 9 5 .

R yan's unflinch ing  

a t t i tu d e  a n d  stra igh t- 

a h e a d  a p p r o a c h  th a t 

h e  c a r r ie d  early  o n  a t 

SW O SU  w a s  e v id e n t  e v e n  

w h e n  h e  m e t  a  c r o w d e d  ro o m  o f  N e w

York City m e d ia  a t  his in tro d u c tio n .

" T h e re ’s o n ly  o n e  w a y  I k n o w  

h o w  t o  h a n d le  a  c h a l le n g e  a n d  th a t 's  

to  hit th a t  th ing  h e a d  o n , a n d  th a t 's  

w h a t  w e 'r e  g o in g  t o  d o , ” h e  sa id  

in a J e t - p r o v i d e d  tra n sc r ip t. "The 

m e s s a g e  to  th e  re s t  o f  th e  le a g u e  is, 

hey , th e  J e t s  a re  c o m in g , a n d  w e 'r e  

g o in g  to  g iv e  y o u  e v e ry th in g  w e 'v e  

g o t, a n d  th a t 's  g o in g  to  b e ,  I think, 

m o r e  th a n  y o u  c a n  h a n d le ."

It w a s  th e  s a m e  ru g g e d  m a n n e r  

th a t s e r v e d  him  w e ll a t  SW O SU  a n d  

so m e th in g  h e  c lea rly  e n jo y s  a s  h e  

tak e s  o n  th e  n e x t b ig  c h a lle n g e  in his 

life.

" H e  h it  h a r d e r  th a n  h is
b o n e s  w e r e  s u p p o s e d

to." -Cecil Perkins
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P h arm acy  F ocus

Sokolosky says g ift is a “Thank You”

D.M. Sokolosky of O w asso  p asse s  a $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  ch eck  to  SWOSU College  
of Pharmacy Alumni D evelopm ent Director Patti H arper

For information about giving to the 

SWOSU College of Pharmacy, call Patti
Harper at the SWOSU College of 
Pharmacy Alumni and Development 

Office at (580) 774-3190 or the 
SW OSU Pharm acy Foundation at 

(580) 774-3191

D.M. Sokolosky o f  O w a s s o  has siven  
$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  to  th e  S o u th w es te rn  O klahom a 
S tate University C o llese  o f  Pharm acy in 
W eatherford .

Sokolosky, a 1 9 5 5  s ra d u a te  o f  SWOSU, 
is a land d ev e lo p e r.

“We are  giving to  th e  S o u th w es te rn  
Pharm acy Foundation  as a 'thank y o u ’ to  th e  
sch o o l for th e  e d u c a tio n  re c e iv e d  a n d  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  establish  a retail d ru s  s to re  in 
O w a sso .”

The d o n a tio n  is p a r t o f  th e  SWOSU 
C ollege o f  Pharm acy $1 million FOCUS 
cam paign , w hich  inc ludes raising m o n e y  for 
ac a d e m ic  p rogram  enrichm ent, scho larsh ips 
a n d  th e  C ollege o f  Pharm acy’s m useum .

"We are  d e lig h te d  to  w itn ess  th e  g ro w th  
a n d  p ro g re ss  b e ing  m a d e  in th e  C ollege 
o f  Pharmacy," Sokolosky said. “W e have 
e n c o u ra g e d  several y o u n g  s tu d e n ts  to  
a tte n d  SWOSU. W e b e liev e  p h a rm acy  is th e  
b e s t  p ro fessio n  for a yo u th  today , especia lly  
for w o m e n .”

Sokolosky, w h o  also  g ra d u a te d  from  
M cA lester High S chool, w a s  active in th e  
N ew m an Club a n d  Beta Tau Beta w hile in 
sch o o l a t SWOSU. While in O w a sso , h e  has 
b e e n  active

in th e  Lions Club a n d  c h a m b e r  o f  c o m m e rc e . His sp ec ia l in terests 
in c lude  th e  F reedom  Baptist C hurch a n d  serving o n  th e  Rogers 
C ounty  Rural W ater District for 4 0  years.

He a n d  his w ife, Phyllis, have  four ch ild ren  a n d  17 g ran d ch ild ren . 
S ons a n d  d au g h te rs  include: D ee a n d  Shirley Sokolosky, N o b le  a n d  
M ary Sokolosky, Duke a n d  A nn Weir, a n d  Brent a n d  S ue  S co tt.
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The Wright Time 1971  G ra d u a te  w in s  O k lah o m a H o u se  S e a t

S o u th w este rn  alum nus H arold 
Wright w o n  th e  S tate H ouse  57 
race  o n  Nov. 7 an d  will n o w  
re p re se n t W eatherford  a n d  the  
surrounding  area.

Wright has a passion  for 
W estern O klahom a an d  ha tes to  
s e e  p e o p le  m oving away.

“Rural O klahom a is o n e  o f this

n a tio n ’s b e s t  k ep t s e c re ts ,” Wright 
said.

He asp ires  to  bring m o re  
b u sin ess  a n d  industry  to  this area.

"O n e  thing I w o u ld  like to  
d o  is bring m o re  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t to  W estern  
O klahom a," h e  said. “I w a n t 
S o u th w e s te rn  s tu d e n ts  to  g ra d u a te

a n d  b e  a b le  to  find quality  jo b s  
here . I will b e  very  vo ca l a b o u t 
S o u th w este rn ."

H e m e n tio n e d  tha t o n e  o f  his 
goals is to  in c rease  th e  n u m b e r o f  
p e o p le  eligible for OHLAP OHLAP 
curren tly  is available only  to  s tu d e n ts  
w h o s e  c o m b in e d  h o u se h o ld  
in co m e  is less than  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  
year.

"I w a n t to  w o rk  to  k e e p  tuition 
as lo w  as p o s s ib le  a n d  in c rease  
sch o la rsh ip  o p p o r tu n itie s ,” Wright 
said.

H e w a s  very  thankful a n d  full 
o f  ex c ite m e n t as h e  s p o k e  a b o u t  
S o u th w este rn .

“You w o u ld  b e  a m a z e d  at just 
h o w  m any p e o p le  I m e e t w h o  are  
g o o d  a n d  successfu l p e o p le  a n d  
g ra d u a te d  from  S o u th w este rn ,"  he  
co n tin u e d .

Wright has alw ays b e e n  very  
in te re s te d  in politics go ing  b a c k  to  
his d ay s at S o u th w e s te rn  w h e re  h e  
g ra d u a te d  w ith  a m inor in Political 
S c ien ce . His political e x p e r ie n c e  
inc ludes serving as th e  m ayor o f 
A nadarko  during th e  1980s.

Though h e  alw ays w a n te d  to  
run for office, h e  w a ite d  for an ideal 
time. In th e  p a s t his w o rk  k ep t him 
from  running, b u t n o w  his so n  help s  
him at th e  station.

That c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  
expiration  o f  Jam es C o v e y ’s te rm  
m a d e  this y ear th e  y ear to  run.

Wright g ra d u a te d  from  
S o u th w e s te rn  in 1971 w ith a BA in 
S p e e c h . He o w n s  Wright W radio  
w ith sta tions in W eatherfo rd , Clinton, 
a n d  Cordell.
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Homecoming Born, Bred & Bleed Bulldog Blue

Bulldogs from  n ear a n d  far g ra c e d  SW OSU's c a m p u s  N o v e m b e r 1, 2 0 0 8 . A bigai 
Ntreh o f O klahom a City w a s  c ro w n e d  H o m eco m in q  Q u e e n  a n d  e le c te d  to  serve
as her king w a s  S te t s o n  Schmitt o f  Mountain Grove, MO. Alumni, students and 
c o m m u n i t y e n j o y e d  such even ts as the Runnin' with the Big D aw gs 5K, the 
3rd Annual Da w g f e s  Car Classic, the favored H om ecom ing Parade, and a ca m p us 
day full o f  reunions and receptions. The days festivities w r a p p e d  up  
with firew orks follow ing a w in over the Panhandle A ggies. G o Dawgs!

Set fo u r  calendars for O cto b er  24, H om ecom ing 2 0 0 9 .
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Echoes from Alumni Who? What? When? Where...

Have good news to share with your fellow Alumni? Email your press 
release or call for an interview! 

We'd love to brag on 
you! a lum n i@ sw osu .edu  

or (5 8 0 )  7 7 4 -3 2 6 7

JEFF MILLS b e gan w ork 
as the  executive d irec to r 
o f  the  Oklahom a State 
School Boards A ssociation 
o n  O ct. 1. Mills has 
b e e n  superin tenden t 
o f W oodw ard , El Reno 
an d  Leedey. He currently 
serves as p re s id en t o f the  
Oklahoma A ssociation 
o f School Administrators 
an d  w as p resid en t o f the  
United Suburban Schools 
A ssociation. He sta rted  
his ca reer in Snyder and  
has w o rk ed  as a co ach  
an d  elem entary  an d  hish 
schoo l principal. He has 
a d o c to ra te  d e g ree  in 
agriculture ed uca tion  
an d  administration 
from Oklahoma State 
University, a m aster’s 
d e g re e  in educa tion  from 
Southw estern , an d  a 
b ach e lo r 's  d e g re e  from 
N othw estern  Oklahoma 
State.

EDDIE PECK w as recently 
nam ed  President/Cheif 
Executive Officer for Washita 
State Bank in Burns Flat. Peck 
jo ined  Washita State Bank 
in N ovem ber 2007 . He has 
b e e n  in the  banking industry 
for m ore than 12 years.
He is a g raduate  of Elk City 
High School an d  ea rn ed  
a b ach e lo r o f sc ience  
d e g re e  in finance from 
Southw estern .

MARK L. DAVIS has 
jo ined  the  m edical staff 
at S haw nee M edical 
C enter Clinic. Davis, a

certified physician assistant, 
specializes in internal 
m edicine. Davis received  
his b a c h e lo r’s o f  sc ien ce  
d e g re e  from S outhw estern . 
He is a g radua te  o f  Yukon 
High School. Until 2008 , he 
p rac ticed  family m edicine 
in the  Shaw nee/Tecum seh 
area.

BRENDA WEST w as  nam ed  
as finance d irec to r for 
Lewisville, Texas. West, 
th e  city’s accoun ting  an d  
audit manager, has w o rk ed  
for Lewisville since 2005  
in finance-related

positions. She is a g radua te  
o f Southw estern .

CAROL GREEN w as nam ed  
vice p resid en t for the  
School o f G raduate  an d  
Professional Studies at 
LeTourneau University. 
Previously, she  se v e d  as 
d e a n  o f th e  School of 
Professional Stuides at 
G eo rg e  Fox University an d  
d e a n  o f th e  Clovis, N.M., 
cam pus o f Wayland Baptist 
University. She h o ld ’s a 
b ach e lo r 's  d e g re e  in history 
from Southw estern , and  
m aste r’s an d  d o c to ra te

d e g re e s  from Texas Tech 
University. G reen  an d  her 
husband , Robert, have th ree  
daughters.

KATHI LITTMANN has 
jo in ed  th e  California Charter 
Schoo ls A ssociation as 
sen ior v ice p re s id en t of 
intergovernm ental affairs. 
Liftman’s responsibilities 
focus o n  advancing the  
ch a rte r m ovem en t am ong 
key ed u ca tio n  policy 
stakeholders an d  ensuring 
th e  fair rep resen ta tion  of 
ch arte r sch o o ls  at

the  sta te  an d  national 
level. Littmann e a rn e d  
a b a c h e lo r’s d e g re e  
from S ou thw estern .
She also e a rn e d  a 
m aste r’s o f sc ien ce  in 
general ed u ca tio n  an d  a 
d o c to ra te  in educational 
leadersh ip  from Loyola 
M arym ount University in 
Los A ngeles. She is also a 
fellow  at th e  Broad Urban 
S uperin tenden ts A cadem y.

MATT BOLZ w as  recently  
p ro m o te d  to  high schoo l 
girls basketball c o a c h  at 
Covington-Douglas. Bolz, 
a Covington-Douglas

graduate , h ad  previously 
c o a c h e d  at Perry High 
School as an assistant.
He g ra d u a te d  from 
S o u thw este rn  in 2006 .

MELANIE A. CROY w as 
recently  c h o se n  as d e a n  of 
th e  College o f Professional 
S tudies a t Sul Ross S tate 
University in A lpine, Texas. 
Croy g ra d u a e d  from 
C om anche High School 
an d  g ra d u a te d  m agna cum  
laude from S o u th w este rn  
w ith b a c h e lo r  d e g re e s  in 
1977  in p sy ch o lo g y  an d  
health, physical ed u ca tio n  
an d  recreation . She also 
ho lds a m aste r’s d e g e e  in 
exerc ise  sc ie n c e  an d  an 
Ed.D. d e g re e  in educational 
adm inistration from 
O klahom a S tate University.
In 1005 , sh e  rece iv ed  
a m aste r’s d e g re e  in 
th erap eu tic  recreation  from 
Indiana University.

MARK BINGHAM w as 
c h o se n  to  c o a c h  th e  Agra 
High School baseball 
program . He h ad  previously 
se rv ed  as an assistant at 
Hydro-Eakly an d  Geary. The 
Bearcats c o m p e te  in District 
B-3.
Bingham g rad u a ted  w ith 
a b a c h e lo r’s d e g re e  in 
sp o rts  m anagem ent from 
S ou thw estern .

Coldw ell Banker Twin 
Rivers Real Estate in Yukon 
has a d d e d  STEPHANIE 
JOSEY as a h o m e  marketing 
specialist. Jo se y  ho lds a
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d e g re e  in in terio r d e s ig n  

from  S o u th w e s te rn  

O klahom a S ta te  U niversity in 
W ea th e rfo rd . S h e  p rev io u s ly  

w a s  s e lf -e m p lo y e d  in 
interior d e s ig n  a n d  h o m e  
staging, real e s ta te  sa le s  

consu lting , a n d  w o rk e d  
in interior d e s ig n  a n d  

d e c o ra tin g  fo r M athis 
B rothers Furniture.

DANIELLE FELTS w a s  c h o s e n  
as  th e  first C o m m u n ity  
R elations M a n a g e r  fo r 

th e  City o f  W e a th e rfo rd , 
Texas. T he c o m m u n ity  
re la tio n s  m a n a g e r  p o s i tio n  

w a s  c r e a t e d  to  im p ro v e  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  

th e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  to  
d e v e lo p  p ro g ra m s  a n d  
s e rv ic e s  to  re a c h  o u t  to

W e a th e r fo rd ’s c it iz e n s  

a n d  b u s in e s s e s .  Felts 
e a r n e d  a b a c h e lo r  o f  a rts  
d e g r e e  in c o m m u n ic a t io n  

a r ts  fro m  S o u th w e s te rn . 

Previously, Felts w o r k e d  fo r 
W e a th e r fo rd  I n d e p e n d e n t  

S c h o o l District, CVA 
A d v e rtis in g  & M arketing  a n d  
Bass E n te rp rise s .

JAM ES H. RUDKINS h as 

b e e n  n a m e d  p r e s id e n t  

o f  B ancFirst's H o b a r t  a n d  

L one  W olf b a n k s . R udkins 

h a s  b e e n  w ith  BancFirst 

a n d  its p r e d e c e s s o r s  
s in c e  1 9 9 5 , a n d  h a s  m o s t  

r e c e n tly  s e r v e d  a s  e x e c u t iv e  

v ic e  p r e s id e n t ,  su p e rv is in g  
all a re a s  o f  th e  le n d in g  

d e p a r tm e n t .  Rudkins, a 

H o b a r t  na tive , h a s  1 3  y e a rs  

o f  b an k in g  a n d  financial 

s e rv ic e s  e x p e r ie n c e .  H e  is 
a g r a d u a te  o f  S o u th w e s te rn  

w ith  b a c h e lo r s  d e g r e e s  
in m a th  a n d  c o m p u te r  

s c ie n c e .

D ionne Liebl w a s  o n e  o f  
75  e d u c a to r s  n a tio n -w id e  
to  rece iv e  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  Milken 
E d u ca to r A w ard . She 
re c e iv e d  th e  a w a rd  a t th e  
Milken Family Foundation  
National E ducation  
C o n fe re n c e  in Los A ngeles. 
Liebl Is th e  lead  te a c h e r  
in th e  Freshman A c a d e m y  
a t Putnam  City W est High 
S ch o o l in O klahom a City. 
Liebl w a s  s e le c te d  th rough  
a n a tio n w id e  p ro c e s s  to  
re c o g n iz e  ou tstan d in g  
e d u c a to rs . Liebel 
re c ie v e d  h er d e g r e e  from  
S o u th w e ste rn  in 1 9 9 4
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Coach comes home C o c a n n o u e r  ta k e s  o v e r  fo o tb a ll  te a m

So u th w e s te rn  w a s  a b le  to  
lure aw ay  o n e  o f  th e  m o st 
p ro m in en t a n d  successfu l 
c o a c h e s  in th e  O klahom a 

high sch o o l ranks to  take th e  co n tro ls  
o f  th e  Bulldog football p rog ram  for 
2 0 0 9  a n d  b e y o n d .

Dan C ocannouer, w h o  has 
s p e n t th e  p rev ious eight se a so n s  
as h e a d  c o a c h  at E d m o n d  Santa Fe 
S chool, w a s  formally a n n o u n c e d  as 
SW OSU’s n e w  h e a d  foo tball c o a c h  
o n  Saturday.

C ocannouer, 52, c o m p ile d  
a 7 0 -2 6  re c o rd  ( .7 2 9  w inning 
p e rc e n ta g e )  a t th e  E d m o n d  sch o o l 
w h e re  h e  led  th e  W olves to  th e  
Class 6A  finals in 2 0 0 3  a n d  semifinal 
a p p e a ra n c e s  in 2001 a n d  2 0 0 4 . This 
p a s t se a so n  th e  W olves finished w ith 
a 9 -3  re c o rd  a n d  a d v a n c e d  to  th e  
s ta te  quarterfinals.

He b e c o m e s  th e  2 1 st h e a d  
c o a c h  in 103  years o f  Bulldog 
football a n d  re p la c e s  Ryan H eld w h o

resig n ed  a fte r four se a so n s  after 
com piling  a 1 6 -2 8  re c o rd .

All total, C o c a n n o u e r  has 
c o a c h e d  m o re  than  3 0  years o n  
th e  foo tball field, including th e  last 
2 4  as a h e a d  c o a c h . H e is w id e ly  
r e s p e c te d  in high sc h o o l c o ach in g  
circles a n d  is a p a s t  p re s id e n t o f  
th e  O klahom a Football C o a c h e s  
A ssocia tion . H e h a d  previously  
led  high sc h o o l p ro g ram s a t Jo h n  
Marshall, Chandler, Alva a n d  Pauls 
Valley a n d  w a s  an assistan t at a 
n u m b e r o f  o thers.

SW OSU A thletic D irector T od d  
Thurm an sa id  C o c a n n o u e r  w a s  th e  
o verw helm ing  c h o ic e  b y  a university 
c o m m itte e  th a t s c re e n e d  m o re  than 
6 0  app lican ts.

“W e are  very  e x c ite d  to  hire a 
c o a c h  w ith  D an’s b a c k g ro u n d  o f 
su c c e ss . He is a SW OSU g ra d u a te  
a n d  th e  right p e rs o n  to  g e t  o u r 
alumni, com m unity  a n d  su p p o r te rs  
e x c ite d  again a b o u t  Bulldog football.

O bviously, his vast k n o w le d g e  o f  
th e  s ta te  o f  O klahom a c o u p le d  
w ith  his ex ten siv e  n e tw o rk s  o f  
co a c h in g  c o n ta c ts  will p a y  lo n g -te rm 
d iv id e n d s  to  o u r  p ro g ram  a n d  its 
rec ru itm en t,” Thurm an said. "I w a s  
m o st im p re sse d  w ith  his lead ersh ip , 
his co m m itm en t to  his p layers -  o n  
a n d  off th e  field -  his integrity a n d  
his long history  o f  build ing ch a ra c te r  
in y o u n g  m en . H e is a g rea t fit fo r our 
university in te rm s o f  w h e re  w e  w ant 
to  g o  w ith  o u r  foo tball p ro g ra m .”

C o c a n n o u e r  p la y e d  a t SW OSU 
afte r earn ing  all-state h o n o rs  as a 
running b a c k  a t Tuttle High S choo l. 
H e p la y e d  fou r s e a so n s  u n d e r  
leg en d a ry  c o a c h  O tis D e la p o rte  
w h e re  th e  Bulldogs w o n  tw o  
c o n fe re n c e  titles in 1 9 7 4  a n d  1 9 7 7 . 
C o c a n n o u e r  w a s  a sen io r le a d e r  o n  
a Bulldog team  th a t w o n  a sc h o o l 
re c o rd  11 g am es a n d  fin ished as  th e  
NAIA N ational R unner-up in 1 9 7 7 .

“This is a g rea t o p p o r tu n ity  for

P o n d  re s ig n s  a s  w o m e n 's  c o a c h
Shelly P ond  has a n n o u n c e d  
h er in ten tions to  resign her 

positio n  as w o m e n ’s basketball 
c o a c h  at S o u th w e s te rn  O klahom a 
S tate  University a t th e  co n c lu s io n  o f  
this seaso n .

P o n d 's  1 5 -year a ssoc ia tion  
w ith th e  p ro g ram  as b o th  a player, 
assistant a n d  later as h e a d  c o a c h  is 
th e  s e c o n d  lo n g est o f  any w o m e n ’s 
c o a c h  in th e  Lone Star C o n fe ren ce .

Pond, 38, w h o  is a m o th e r o f  
tw o  children, c ite d  th e  d e m a n d s  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  co lleg e  co ach in g  
a n d  h er d e s ire  to  take a m o re  active 
role in th e  activities o f  h er family as 
th e  prim ary fac to r in h er dec is io n .

S he  a long  w ith  h e r h u sb a n d , Doug, 
have  tw o  ch ildren , a son , Brooks, 13, 
a n d  a daugh ter, Bailee, 8.

"I felt, a t this po in t, it w a s  tim e 
to  en jo y  w h a t b e in g  a M om  is all 
a b o u t,"  P ond  said. “My kids are  
getting  o lder. I n o  lo n g er w a n t to  
miss any  m o re  o f  their g a m e s  o r  
activities. Basketball has d e f in e d  m e 
for su ch  a long p e r io d  in m y life 
th a t I felt I n e e d e d  to  s te p  aw ay. It’s 
so m eth in g  th a t I’v e  w re s tle d  w ith  for 
q u ite  s o m e  time, b u t I feel it is th e  
right o n e . I’m totally a t p e a c e  w ith  it.”

P ond  will a lso  relinquish her 
in structo r d u tie s  in SW O SU 's 
D ep a rtm en t o f  Parks a n d  R ecreation
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" T h is  i s  w h e r e  I  g o t  m y
start more than 30 years ago 
a n d  it  a lw a y s  h a d b e e n  a  special place to me."

me, an d  I am  b o th  h u m b led  a n d  
excited . It has alw ays b e e n  a long­
term goal o f  m ine to  b e c o m e  a 
college football c o a c h  a t a p rogram  
such as SWOSU," C o c a n n o u e r said. 
"This is w h e re  I g o t m y start m o re  
than 30  years ago , a n d  it alw ays has 
b een  a special p la c e  to  m e .” 

C ocannouer, w h o  has b e e n  
the target o f  a n u m b er o f  co lleg e  
coaching sea rch es  in th e  past, said 
finally dec id in g  to  m ake th e  m ove  
w as o n e  o f th e  h a rd e s t d e c is io n s  he  
has ever m ade.

“I have a lot o f  love for my 
association w ith E d m o n d  Santa 
Fe High School. This d ec is io n  w a s  
m ade through a lot o f  tea rs an d  
heavy em otion  b y  b o th  m e a n d  
my w ife,” C o can n o u e r said. "I feel 
so strongly a b o u t th e  kids, th e  
administration an d  th e  co ach in g  staff 
that has s u p p o r te d  so  m uch  o v er 
the last eight years here. All have 
played such a vital role in making 
Santa Fe football a s u c c e s s .” 

C ocannouer said h e  b e c a m e  
convinced  th e  tim e w a s  n o w  right 
after his visit to  th e  SWOSU cam p u s  
and m eeting w ith university officials.

"Seeing w h a t is in p la c e  
a n d  learning m o re  a b o u t  their 
co m m itm en t to  fielding a quality 
foo tball p rogram , it only  co n firm ed  
w h a t I h a d  felt a b o u t  th e  d irec tio n  
SWOSU is going," h e  said. "We 
a re  going  to  b e c o m e  a p ro g ram  
w h e re  high sc h o o l foo tball players 
from  th e  s ta te  o f  O klahom a w a n t to  
a tte n d  o u r sc h o o l a n d  b e  a p a r t  o f 
som eth ing  special."

C o c a n n o u e r  inherits a SWOSU 
team  tha t finished 3 -8  overall in 
2 0 0 8 . The Bulldogs will w e lc o m e  
b ack  nine starters  o n  offense, 
including re c o rd -se ttin g  sen io r 
q u a rte rb a c k  S teve  Day w h o  p lay ed  
prev iously  for C o c a n n o u e r  a t Santa 
Fe High S choo l. The d e fe n s e  returns 
six sta rte rs  a n d  finished as th e  third 
b e s t  unit in th e  Lone Star 
C o n fe re n c e  b e h in d  NCAA 
Division II playoff pa rtic ip an ts  
W est Texas A&M an d  
A b ilene  Christian.

His w ife, Jeri Lyn, is 
th e  d ire c to r  o f  e lem en tary  
e d u c a tio n  a t G uthrie Public 
S ch o o ls  a n d  th e  c o u p le  has 
tw o  d au gh ters, Janie a n d  Josie.

and join w ith her h u sb a n d  in running 
Pond Agency, an insurance c o m p a n y  
that services m uch o f W estern 
Oklahoma.

Todd Thurman, SWOSU d ire c to r  
of athletics, said “Both th e  University 
and I a p p rec ia te  w h a t Shelly has 
d o n e  for our basketball p ro g ram.
She has b e e n  a loyal, hard-w orking 
am bassador for this sch o o l for m any 
years. We are su p p o rtiv e  o f  her 
decision an d  w ish her a n d  h er family 
all the b e s t in their future e n d e a v o rs .”

Thurman said he  e x p e c ts  m o st o f 
the players o n  th e  cu rren t ro ste r will 
remain with the  p rogram  a n d  feels 
confident that any players s igned  in 
the early recruiting p e r io d  will h o n o r

their com m itm ents. SWOSU has eight 
players o n  its cu rren t ro s te r that have 
eligibility for next seaso n .

“O u r w o m e n ’s basketball 
p rog ram  is in g rea t sh a p e  a n d  
p ro m ises  to  b e  ev en  better,"
Thurm an said. "We have young  
ta le n te d  s tu d en t-a th le te s  w h o  
co n tin u e  to  re p re se n t th e  
characteristics o f w h a t b e ing  a 
p a r t o f  SWOSU is all a b o u t. I'm 
certa in  that w ith o u r history o f 
ch am p io n sh ip s  a n d  th e  legacy  o f our 
w o m e n 's  basketball p rogram , this 
jo b  will a ttrac t a n u m b er o f  w ell- 
qualified ap p lican ts  w h o  will lead  us 
to  ev en  m o re  su ccess ."

P ond  h ad  a n u m b er o f

acco m p lish m en ts  at SWOSU since  
sh e  to o k  o v e r in 2 0 0 0  a fte r th e  
re tirem en t o f  longtim e c o a c h  Jo h n  
Loftin. H er 2 0 0 5 -2 0 0 6  team  w o n  
th e  Lone Star C o n fe ren ce  N orth  
Division title w ith a thrilling-overtim e 
v ictory  o v e r Texas A & M -C om m erce 
in th e  se a so n  finale. SWOSU team s 
m a d e  four trips to  th e  Lone Star 
C o n fe ren ce  Tournam ent u n d e r  Pond, 
including pulling off o n e  o f  th e  
m o st stunning u p se ts  in to u rn am en t 
history. SWOSU u p s e t t o p - s e e d e d  
a n d  South  Division C ham pion  A ngelo  
S tate o n  th e  Ram belles h o m e  c o u r t  
in 2 0 0 3  b y  a 7 0 -5 5  sco re .
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Dr. L am ar C rall

SW OSU F oundation , The Beginning

Dr. Lamar Crall recently  
re s ig n ed  from  th e  SWOSU 

F oundation  B oard of 
T rustees. Crall is a ch a rte r 
m e m b e r  a n d  his serv ices 

have  b e e n  greatly 
a p p re c ia te d .

A b o u t 1 9 7 6  Dr. E gerton, th e  Dean o f  th e  S ch o o l o f 
Business, a n d  th e  late Billy D. Jo h n so n , an a cco u n tin g  
instructor a n d  I c o u ld  s e e  a n e e d  for a fo u n d a tio n  for 
financial s u p p o r t  for th e  University We lo o k ed
to  th e  S choo l o f Pharm acy 
Foundation  for adv ice . The 
late Dr. Ed C hristensen 
adm inistrator o f  th e  
S choo l o f Pharm acy 
Foundation  
graciously sh a red  
w ith us his 
k n o w le d g e  an d  
th e  Pharm acy 
Foundation  
bylaw s. This 
gave  us a 
starting point.
We b e g a n  
putting  to g e th e r  
a tax e x e m p t 
co rp o ra tio n , 
bylaw s, starting 
capital 
a n d  a

b o a rd  o f  d irec to rs . Dr. C hristensen  a n d  o th e rs  a d v ise d  
us o n  h o w  to  estab lish  a 501 c 3  cha ritab le  n o n p ro fit 
c o rp o ra tio n . W ea th e rfo rd  a tto rn e y  Dale Jarvis d id  m o st 
o f  th e  early legal w ork. The late Ed Berrong, w ith  his vast 
legal a n d  legislative e x p e r ie n c e  fine tu n e d  th e  by law s. 

The fo u n d a tio n  w a s  in c o rp o ra te d  in th e  S ta te  o f  
O klahom a in 1 9 7 7 . The five original fo u n d e rs  a n d  first 

B oard o f  D irectors w e re : Dr. L eonard  C am pbell, 
P resident, SWOSU, Dr. W. W. W ard, Retired 
D ean o f  th e  SW OSU S ch o o l o f  Business, Ed 
Berrong, Ed Berrong Insurance a n d  Real Estate, 
W eatherfo rd , Paul Flick, O w ner, Blunk's S tudio , 
Clinton, a n d  Lamar Crall, SW OSU Faculty. W e 
e a c h  c o n tr ib u te d  $ 1 0 0  to  s ta rt th e  fo u n d a tio n .

It has b e e n  an  h o n o r  a n d  a privilege to  
have  s e rv e d  o n  th e  SW OSU F oundation  
B oard for th e  last 31 years. The b o a rd  
has alw ays c o n s is te d  o f  k n o w le d g e a b le  

friendly, co n g en ia l individuals. W e have 
h a d  o u ts tan d in g  lea d e rsh ip  th ro u g h o u t th e  

y ears  w ith  C hairm en Ed Berrong, E d d ie  Tom 
Lakey, a n d  n o w  Don W eeks. Jim W aites has d o n e  

an  o u ts tan d in g  jo b  in adm inistrating, guiding, a n d  
g row ing  th e  fo u n d a tio n . It has b e e n  in teresting  to  

w a tc h  th e  fo u n d a tio n  g ro w  from  th e  original $ 5 0 0  to  
high o f  o v e r  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  in 2 0 0 8 .

R espectfully  S u b m itted , 
Lamar Crall, M arch 5, 2 0 0 9



Preserving

Your Legacy of Valor

E s ta b lish  a C h a r i ta b le  
R e m a in d e r  T ru s t

to benefit you and SWOSU
What is a charitable remainder trust?
A charitable remainder trust is a tax-advantaged philanthropic strategy. It allows you to direct 
your wealth in ways that reflect your charitable values and beliefs, while also providing you with 
a payment stream during your lifetime.

Mint are the benefits of a charitable remainder trust?
A charitable remainder trust to benefit Southwestern can assist you in increasing your income, 
reducing your taxes, unlocking appreciated investments and eliminating your investment wor­
ries.

How do I start a charitable remainder trust that will benefit SWOSU?
You create a charitable remainder trust by irrevocably transferring money, securities or other 
assets to a trust that will then pay you an income for life or for a period of years. If you wish, the 
trust also can pay an income to another beneficiary of your choice. At the death of the surviving 
beneficiary, the remaining principal in the trust goes to SWOSU.

What tax benefits will I receive with my charitable remainder trust?
• When you fund the trust, you immediately obtain the benefit of a sizable income tax chari­
table deduction. This is equal to the present value of the remainder interest ultimately payable to 
Southwestern, based on Interna] Revenue Service tables of life expectancy factors. The older the 
beneficiary, the greater the charitable deduction.
• You can fund your charitable remainder trust with cash, securities or other property. Highly 
appreciated assets that generate low current income are an ideal funding medium. While 
you’d be reluctant to sell such assets directly because of the tax you would pay on the gain, you 
can transfer them to the trust without incurring the capital gains tax. Tire trust could sell the as­
sets without incurring any tax and then reinvest the proceeds in order to secure a higher current 
income yield.
• You can transfer your appreciated securities to a charitable remainder trust. In return for your 
gift, you could realize an income two to four times greater than the current dividend from the 
typical growth stock.

Can I tailor my charitable remainder trust ?
Yes, you can design your trust to fit your own special needs. Just follow these three 
easy steps:
1. Decide how much you’d like to put into the trust.
2. Determine the income you’d like to receive from the donated assets. Hie 
rate of income return you select must be at least five percent. Usually, the rate 
selected is five percent to seven percent. The best rate for you will depend upon the 
number of beneficiaries you select and their ages.
3. Decide which type of charitable remainder trust will work best for you.
Charitable remainder trusts come in five variations. Your professional advisors 
decide the method that will work best for you.

Example of how a 
charitable remainder 
trust works

Sara, aged 75, owns several 
stocks with a market value of 
$100,000, but they pay dividends 
of only $2,000 a year, or 2 percent 
of market value. She decides 
to transfer these securities to a 
charitable remainder annuity trust 
that will pay her $7,000 a year, 
increasing her gross income by 
$5,000.

If Elizabeth sold her stocks instead, 
she would pay an enormous tax on 
her capital gain. Their cost basis is 
$30,000, compared to the current 
market value of $100,000, resulting 
in a gain of $70,000. At a federal 
capital gains tax rate of 15 percent, 
the tax would be $ 10,500. This 
would leave her with only $89,500 
to reinvest, so she would have to 
find stocks that pay a dividend of 
more than 8 percent to receive the 
same $7,000 her trust can pay her.

For more information on this and other 
planned giving opportunities, contact:

Nicole Boyles
Director of Gifts and Planned Giving 

580.774.3706 
nicole.boyles(S)swosu.edu
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In memoriam

Shirley A nn 
Haines
Shirley Ann Nowka Haines d ied  July 
30, 2008. Haines graduated from 
Hinton High School in May, 1951.
She graduated cum laude from 
Southwestern in 1969 with a Bachelor's 
deg ree  in education. She earned  her 
m aster’s deg ree  in 1972. Ms. Haines 
began her teaching career at the 
Lookeba-Sickles School. She taught for 
24 years in Maple, Edmond, Wellston, 
and Shawnee, as well as in Elgin, IL.
Her dedication and expertise w ere 
recognized w hen the Edm ond Public 
School administration selected  her 
to  develop  an Individualized Reading 
Lab for 600 middle school students 
at Sequoyah Middle School. She also 
organized the first Oklahoma Reading 
Council in Edm ond schools and served 
as its president from 1974-1976. Haines 
retired from teaching in 1993 from the 
Shaw nee schools. Even in retirement, 
Ms. Haines w as an active educator, 
volunteering in a local literacy program 
and being a m em ber of the Oklahoma 
Retired Teachers Association.

Richard
Lousch
Richard Wayne Lousch, 74, known to 
many as “Dutch", of Tulsa, passed  away 
on D ecem ber 22, 2008. He graduated 
from Fort Hays State College, Hays,
KS with a Bachelors Degree in Physical 
Education and received a Masters 
Degree from Southwestern Oklahoma 
State. He w as in the teaching and 
coaching profession for over 45 years 
and was inducted into the Oklahoma 
Track Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 
He co ach ed  track at Tulsa Central High 
School, Daniel W ebster High School and 
Jenks High School.

J o s e p h  J. 
S chw em in
A memorial service w as held, Tuesday, 
July 15, 2008, for Joseph  J. Schwemin, 
85. Jo e  w as born  August 14, 1922, in 
Blackwell. He served  in the Marine Corps 
during World War II. Jo e  a tten d ed  the 
pharm acy program at Southw estern. In 
1955, Jo e  and his father bought Vern 
Rexall Drug in Tulsa and o p e ra ted  it in 
partnership until his father p assed  away 
in 1963. Joe  is known widely in the U.S. 
for the many contributions he m ade 
to  Pharmacy. He w as President of the 
Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association 
and becam e Executive Secretary of the 
pharm acy board . He chaired the board  
on Controlled Dangerous Substances 
and  w as on the bo ard  of the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics. The Oklahoma 
Pharmacy Heritage Foundation board  
inducted  Jo e  into the Oklahoma 
Pharmacy Hall of Fame. He is listed in 
W ho’s W ho in America. Jo e ’s retirement 
years w ere  spen t with his wife, Louise 
and his family, reading, and listening to  
music.

Al Terrill
Former state Sen. Al Terrill of Lawton 
d ied  Aug. 21, 2008. He w as 71. Terrill, 
w h o  represen ted  Lawton in the state 
Senate for 22 years, had b een  battling 
cancer. He w as e lec ted  to  the state 
Senate in 1964 and served through 
1986. A former schoolteacher and 
coach, Terrill w as the Senate’s majority 
floor leader from 1969 through 1972.
In 1972, he ran unsuccessfully as a 
Democratic candidate for the U.S. 
Senate. Terrill later w as the chairman of 
the state Senate’s Rules Committee and 
Policy Committee. He becam e  a lobbyist 
after he left the Senate. He a tten d ed  
Abilene Christian University in Texas, 
and received a bache lo r’s d eg ree  from 
Southw estern Oklahoma State University.

R ooster Jo n e s
Billy Raymond "Rooster" Jones w as bo rn  
on  Sept. 13, 1929. He w as left on the 
d o o rs tep s  of Vera Holding in Tipton, 
Okla., and  a d o p te d  by  Raymond "Doc” 
and Bessie (Wilhite) Jones of Hess, 
Oklahoma. He p assed  aw ay on  April 19, 
2008, at the Clinton Veterans Center at 
the age of 78.

Jones w en t to  college at 
Southw estern w here  he played baseball 
and  led all Bulldogs in hitting and  w as in 
the to p  10 of all small college players. 
He also received his b ach e lo r’s and 
m aster’s deg rees at Southw esern. He 
w en t on to  play sem i-pro baseball in 
1949-1950 and professional baseball 
for the Giants and  D odgers farm clubs.

Rooster w as a long-time resident 
of Altus, Okla., w here  he o w n e d  and 
o p e ra ted  the Park Lane Nursing Home. 
He w as a long-time basketball and 
baseball co ach  at A rapaho, Arnett,
Hollis, Duke and  Tipton High Schools.
His basketball earns com piled  a record  
of 200-73; his baseball team s’ record  
w as 195-102. His Duke team  w en t 
100-8 and  tw ice reached  the state 
tournam ent. In 1995, he w as se lec ted  
to  coach  the AA American Legion 
Team at Aluts and in that sam e year he 
w as also inducted  into the Jackson 
County Athletic Hall of Fame. He w as a 
m em ber of the First Baptist Church of 
Altus and  the Altus Bass Association. His 
hobb ies included fishing, gardening, and 
spending time with this wife, children 
and gradkids.

He w as p re c e d e d  in death  by 
his parents and wife, Sue, w h o  
passed  aw ay in 2004. He is survived 
by five children, Michale Marcy and 
her husband Keith of Clinton,- Nancy 
Richardson of Edmond,- Tnia Duncan 
of Burns Flat; Mike W eber of Oklahoma 
City,- Mark W eber and wife Jennifer 
of Tulsa,- six grandchildren,- eight great 
grandchildren; former wife M adonna 
Propps,- num erous o ther relatives and 
many friends.
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We Remember

Friends, C lassm ates, C o m p an io n s

N a m e City, S ta te
Frans, A lyce Collen C hristensen Thom as, OK
Rymer, Ronald Paul C anton, OK

Stafford, Faye Laverene (S hoem aker) O klahom a City, O k

Z iegenfuss, S teven  M ichael C anute, OK
Fullerton, Lt. Col. Loren V olney A lbany, G A

O dell, Lyndon "Bud” N e w p o rt, WA
Belding, Earlene Hinz H o b art, OK
Yount, Alma Beatrice A m y ” Martin Purcell, OK
McKelvey, G eneva H o b art, OK
C astonguay, Larry Don Palm Springs, CA
Austin, Dr. David Childers Amarillo, TX
Granger, Dr. D onald  Clark “ D o c ” G racem o n t, OK
C hestnut, Jo  A n n e  Lowry A rnett, OK
Jam es, Barbara Kay Dill Granite, OK
Sloan, B o b b y  Dean M ountain View, OK

Alma Y ount
Alma Beatrice ‘Amy” Yount, 105, 

passed away Thursday, January 22,
2009 in Purcell, Oklahoma. Mrs. Yount 
attended srade  school at Deer Creek, 
where she later also taught, and 
finished her education at Bridgeport.
She received a tem porary teaching 
certificate from Southwestern State 
College in Weatherford in 1924. While 
attending college she belonged  to  a 
painting club and played basketball for 
Southwestern.

Her first teaching position w as at 
Red Rock School, 11 miles south of 
Calumet. She taught at Deer Creek, w est 
of Bridgeport from 1925-1927, and 
in a 3-room school east of Geary in 
1928-29. Mrs Yount taught at the West 
Grade and Sunset Elementary Schools in 
Anadarko starting in 1943. She received 
a bachelor's degree from Oklahoma 
College for Women in Chickasha in

1952.
After teaching for over 30 years in 

C addo  County, she retired in 1969. Her 
husband w as manager of the co tton  gin 
in Bridgeport w hen he w as appo in ted  
Deputy Sheriff in 1936, and they m oved 
to  Anadarko. The coup le  had one  
daughter, Sandy, w ho  graduated from 
Anadarko High School in 1959.

Mrs. Yount jo ined the Anadarko 
M ethodist Church during the 1940s. She 
w as a charter m em ber of the WSCS and 
sang in the church choir for many years. 
During World War II she w as a USO 
volunateer for several years. She w as a 
m em ber of the Iris Flower Club and the 
Sorosis Club. She jo ined the Eastern 
Star in 1926, and received her 75 year 
m em bership pin.

After her retirement Mrs. Yount 
traveled to  Europe, Hawaii, Colorado, 
Florida, Arkansas, Missouri, and m ade 
several o ther short trips. Mrs. Yount 
volunteered at the Anadarko Hospital

Auxiliary and had received service pins 
in honor of her hours there. She helped  
with the Oklahoma Blood Drive and also 
gave b lo o d  until she w as around 100 
years old.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Sandy and  husband Jim Adams, of 
Wanette,- her granddaughter, Leigh Ann 
and  husband Paul Hackett of Lexington,- 
3 great grandchildren, A dam  Hackett 
and Sarah Hackett, bo th  students at 
USAO in Chickasha, and Paula and 
Phillip Hannah of Noble; great great 
granddaughter, Lexi Hannah of Noble,- 
her n ep h ew  L.R. and Barbara Martin of 
Columbus, Ohio; her neices Elberta 
and Paul Simpson of Missouri, Wilma 
and  Merle Cails of Bolivar, Missouri,
Veda Mae Tucker, Mabel Beck and  Beth 
Golden, all of Oklahoma City,- her G od 
son, Matt Hamiltonn of Purcell, and 
loving friend and  care-giver, Linda Love 
of Anadarko.
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Miss Southwestern T e e n  p a g e a n t  a d d e d  t o  2 0 0 8  f e s t iv i t ie s

PICTURE LEFT: A shley W heeler o f Altus w o n  th e  first-ever title o f Miss SWOSU O u tstand ing Teen. W heeler a d v a n c e s  to  th e  Miss Okla­
hom a O utstanding Teen Pasean t next summer. O th e r finalists w e re  Tang ie G am ble, Leedey; s e c o n d  ru n n eru p  Allie Ayers, Snyder; first 
runnerup  A ubrey  C row der, W eatherford; an d  C orianne Fairchild, Leedey.
PICTURE RIGHT: (from left) S e c o n d  runnerup  R ebecca  Witt o f Tipton, Miss O klahom a Kelsey Cartwright, Miss SWOSU Kaeli C arothers, 
first runnerup  W hitney Sexton o f  A p ach e , an d  Miss SWOSU 2 0 0 8  Bobbi Poff.

Kaeli C arothers o f Hollis is th e  n e w  
Miss SWOSU a n d  A shley W heeler o f 
Altus (Navajo) w o n  th e  first-ever title 
o f  Miss SWOSU O u ts tan d in s  Teen at 
th e  O c to b e r  p a se a n t.

C arothers will n o w  re p re se n t 
SWOSU at nex t su m m er’s Miss 
O klahom a Paseant, w hile W heeler 
ad v a n c e s  to  th e  Miss O klahom a 
O u tstan d in s  Teen Paseant, w h ich  
is he ld  th e  sam e w e e k  at th e  Miss 
O klahom a P asean t in Tulsa.

C arothers w o n  th e  title a n d  a 
$ 2 ,3 0 0  scholarship. C arothers is a 
s o p h o m o re  majoring in pharm acy. 
W hitney Sexton  o f  A p a c h e  finished 
as first runnerup . Sex ton  w o n  a 
$ 1 ,3 0 0  scholarship. She also  w o n  
th e  swim suit co m p e titio n  a n d  $50  
scholarship.

Finishing s e c o n d  ru n n e ru p  w as

sen io r R eb ecca  Witt o f  T ipton w h o  
w o n  a $ 9 0 0  scholarsh ip . S he also 
w o n  th e  ta len t co m p e titio n  w ith her 
d ram atic  m o n o lo g u e  a n d  th e  Peer 
R esp ec t a n d  L eadersh ip  A w ard . Witt 
w o n  a $ 1 0 0  scho larsh ip  for w inning 
th e  talent a n d  a $25  gift ce rtificate  for 
th e  lead ersh ip  aw ard .

Tori N ichols o f  O klahom a City 
w o n  th e  C ro w d  Pleaser A w ard , 
w h ich  w a s  a $25  gift certificate. 
A shley S lem p o f G racem o n t w o n  
th e  “M ost Tickets S o ld ” A w ard  a n d  a 
$ 5 0  gift certificate  a n d  sh e  also  w o n  
a $ 5 0  scho larsh ip  for selling th e  m o st 
scho larsh ip  patrons.

All non-finalists e a c h  w o n  $ 2 5 0  
SWOSU scholarships.

For w inning th e  Miss SWOSU 
O utstand ing  Teen title, W heeler w o n  
a $ 5 0 0  scho larsh ip  to  SWOSU an d

various gifts a n d  certifica tes from  area 
b u sin esses . S he also  w o n  th e  talent 
a w a rd  a n d  a $ 5 0  gift certificate .

A u b re y  C ro w d e r  o f  W eatherfo rd  
finished as first ru n n eru p . S he w o n  
a $ 2 0 0  scho la rsh ip  to  SW OSU an d  
various gifts a n d  certificates. Allie 
A yers o f  S n y d er finished as s e c o n d  
ru n n e ru p  a n d  w in n er o f  th e  C ro w d  
Pleaser A w ard . S he w o n  a $ 1 5 0  
scho la rsh ip  to  SW OSU a n d  a $25  gift 
certificate.

C orianne Fairchild o f  L eed ey  w o n  
th e  “M ost Tickets Sold" A w ard  a n d  a 
$ 5 0  gift ce rtifica te  a n d  sh e  also  w o n  
a $ 5 0  certifica te  for selling th e  m ost 
scho larsh ip  pa tro n s.

All non-finalists in th e  te en  
p a g e a n t e a c h  w o n  $ 1 0 0  SWOSU 
scholarsh ips.
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SWOSU Signs A g reem en t w ith  Fifth University
Southwestern has n o w  sig n ed  five 

agreem ents o f  acad em ic exch an ge  

with various countries with the  

latest being in Taipei, Taiwan.
SWOSU and Taipei Municipal 

University o f  Education recently  
finalized the agreem ent, w hich  
w as signed b y  SWOSU President 
John Hays and TMUE President 

Tien-Yu Lin.

TMUE is a com prehensive, 

accredited  state university with a 

student b o d y  o f 4 ,5 0 0 . Located in 

d ow n tow n  Taipei, the capital city 

of Taiwan,
Dr. Radwan Al-Jarrah, dean  

of the SWOSU C ollege o f  Arts 
S’ Sciences, h e lp ed  finalize the

agreem ent b e tw e e n  the tw o  
universities. Al-Jarrah has also  
led  SWOSU agreem ents with 
universities in South Korea, Costa 
Rica and Jordan (tw o  universities).

The agreem ents will provide  
opportunities for 
b oth  students 
and faculty at 
SWOSU. The 
international 
exch an ges  
are part o f  
SWOSU’s 
strategic plan 
that b y  2 0 1 0 ,
SWOSU
students will b e  
better prepared

to  live in an increasingly global, 
diverse, and technologica l society.

Two students from D ong-A  
University in South Korea just 
arrived on  the SWOSU cam pus to  
begin  the 2 0 0 9  spring sem ester.

Art p ro fe s s o r  asks fo r p h o to s  a n d  id e a s

S o u thw este rn  A rt A ssistant P rofessor E.K. Je o n g  
is asking w e s te rn  O klahom a resid en ts  to  share 
pho tos an d  ideas for a pub lic  art p ro jec t.

The p ro jec t-a  large form at ta p e s try  rep resen tin g  
w estern  O klahom a c o m m u nities-will have a design  
theme o f "Beauty a n d  Pride o f  W estern  O klahom a."

Jeong  said th e  d esign  will b e  u s e d  for th e  
creation o f  th e  ta p e s try  that will travel to  various 
public p laces  in w e s te rn  O klahom a. J e o n g  is also  
recruiting vo lun teers for a fo cu s  g roup , w h ich  is for 
citizens w h o  w o u ld  like to  have input in th e  design  
process as w ell as b e  involved in th e  tap es try  
making p ro cess . She w e lc o m e s  citizens from  various 
backgrounds.

Later m eeting  tim es a n d  d a te s  will b e  a n n o u n c e d  
after the first m eeting, a n d  th o se  tim es a n d  locations 
can b e  flexible to  a c c o m m o d a te  area residents.

In May, th e  design  drafts will b e  ex h ib ited  a n d  a 
public forum  will b e  held .

The p ro je c t is m a d e  p o ss ib le  b y  th e  g en e ro u s  
support from th e  Elizabeth Firestone-G raham  
Foundation. If local g roups, b u sin esses  o r  individuals 
would like to  m ake con tribu tions o r  to  b e  p a r t o f  the  
focus group , c o n ta c t Je o n g  at (5 8 0 ) 7 7 4 -3 0 3 5  o r 
ek .jeo n g @ sw o su .ed u .

Tribal college holds first convocation

J o h n  H a u m p o  re c e iv e s  a s to le , P e n d le to n  b lanket, 
C h e y e n n e  a n d  A ra p a h o  Tribal C o lleg e  m ed a llio n  a n d  
fra m e d  d ip lo m a  from  Dr. H enrie tta  M ann, p r e s id e n t  o f

th e  C h e y e n n e  
a n d  A ra p a h o  
Tribal C o lleg e  
d u r i n g  
C o n v o c a t i o n  
h e ld  A u g u st 
3 0  in C olony, 
site  o f  th e  
C h e y e n n e  a n d  
A ra p a h o  Tribes' 
L abor Day 
festivities. The 
C o n v o c a t i o n  
w a s  th e  first- 
e v e r  fo r th e  
C h e y e n n e  a n d  
A ra p a h o  Tribal 

C o llege, w h ic h  is h o u s e d  a t S o u th w e s te rn .T h ir te e n  
g ra d u a te s  c o m p r is e d  th e  first c lass o f  g ra d u a te s .
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Gone With the

W in d

The Southwestern Oklahoma State University's President's Leadership Classeshave officially endorsed and  plans to work with

Pickens Plan as an energy  policy  
leadersh ip  p ro je c t for th e  classes.

The PLC is a four-year 
leadersh ip  program  for to p  s tu d en ts  
at SWOSU in W eatherford . The 
program  w as  fo u n d e d  in 2 0 0 6  by  
SWOSU President John  Hays an d  
is primarily s u p p o r te d  b y  private 
donations.

The Pickens Plan is 
c o n s id e re d  a b rid g e  to  th e  future 

a b lueprin t to  re d u c e  foreign 
oil d e p e n d e n c e  b y  harnessing 
d o m estic  energy  alternatives, an d  
give the  United S tates tim e to  
d e v e lo p  n e w  energy  techno log ies.

The c lasses have d e te rm in e d

that besides the Pickens Planformulating a viable energy policyfor the 
U.S., this direction will alsohave a dramatic positive impact

o n  w e s te rn  O klahom a d u e  to  its 
em phasis  o n  w in d  en erg y  a n d  u se  o f 
c o m p re s s e d  natural gas (CNG).

W eatherfo rd  is h o m e  to  a 
m ajor w in d  en erg y  farm tha t w a s  
e s tab lish ed  b y  Florida P ow er an d  
Light in 2 0 0 5  a n d  p ro d u c e s  u p  to  
147 m eg aw atts  o f  electricity  for 
A m erican Electric Pow er/Public 
Service o f  O klahom a. The city is 
also  h o m e  to  C h esap eak e  Energy’s 
field office w hich  is a m ajor natural 
gas exp lo ra tion  c o m p a n y  an d  
lead e r in th e  drive to  u se  CNG for 
transpo rta tion .

"This is o n e  o f th e  m ost 
im portan t d ec is io n s  this co u n try  is

going to face in the history of the United States of America," said Justin Simpson, SWOSU freshman from Antlers.  "It is going to affect every

single p e r s o n .”
A c c o rd in g  to  Randy Beutler, 

d ire c to r  o f  th e  SWOSU program , 
th e  PLC c lasses have b e e n  d iv id e d  
u p  into several co m m itte e s  tha t will 
analyze all a s p e c ts  o f  th e  p lan  an d  
its e ffec t o n  O klahom a a n d  future 
genera tions. The s tu d e n ts  will also 
b e  co n tac tin g  e le c te d  officials in 
reg a rd s  to  th e  p lan  a n d  speak ing  to  
civic g ro u p s  a ro u n d  th e  area.

“The plan  is su re  to  ca talyze 
o u r n a tio n ’s p ro g re ss  to w a rd  
b e c o m in g  m o re  self-sustained  a n d  
en erg y  efficient,” said  Allen Deak 
o f  M ustang, w h o  is a s o p h o m o re  
m e m b e r o f  th e  PLC. “I’m e x c ite d  to
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see the im plications this will have 
on our env ironm en t a n d  ec o n o m y , 
and I’m privileged to  b e  involved 
with th e se  n e w  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in o u r 
country."

A n o th e r  PLC m em ber, junior 
Sarah Sullins King o f  Granite, said  
"We b e liev e  it is im perative tha t o u r 
c o u n try  d e v e lo p  a logical, en e rg y  
p o licy  for o u r  fu ture e c o n o m ic  w e ll­

being . A  p a r t  o f  th a t p o licy  sh o u ld  
in c lu d e  w in d  p o w e r  a n d  au to m o tiv e  
a n d  flee t u se  o f  C N G .”

A ny o rgan iza tio n s o r  
c lu b s  tha t a re  in te re s te d  in having 

m e m b e rs  o f th e  
PLC sp e a k  sh o u ld  
c o n ta c t  Beutler at 
5 8 0 -7 7 4 -7 1 9 3  o r 
randy. b e u tle r@  
sw o su .e d u .

Each y ea r 15 
o f  SW O SU ’s to p  
en tering  freshm en  
a re  s e le c te d  to  
b e  PLC Scholars. 
Each sch o la r is 
a w a rd e d  a $ 1 ,0 0 0  
sch o la rsh ip  a n d  
rece iv es  four years 
o f  le ad e rsh ip  
training tha t fo ste rs  
b o th  intellectual 
a n d  p e rso n a l 
g ro w th . Beutler said  
th e  PLC d e v e lo p s  
lead e rs  w h o  will 
have  a p ro fo u n d  
u n d e rs tan d in g  o f 
le ad e rsh ip  a n d  
its re sp o n s ib le  
ap p lica tio n  w ithin 
o rgan izations, 
co m m unities a n d  
their state.

PLC P ro g ra m  E n d o r s e s  P ick en s  Plan

T. B o o n e  P ickens 

visits w ith  
m e m b e r s  o f  

th e  P re s id e n t 's  
L e a d e rsh ip  G a ss ,

“The plan is su re  to  ca ta ly ze  o u r n a tio n ’s p ro g ress to w a rd  b e co m in g 
m o re  se lf-sustained  a n d  e n e rgy  efficien t” -Allen Deak
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Cure S W O S U  A lu m n u s  C o n tin u e s  M iss io n

CURE International; U sanda Q uick Facts 
Established: 2 0 0 0  

Specialty: N eurosurg ery  
N um ber o f D octors: 6 
N um ber o f Nurses: 33 
N um ber o f Beds: 30  

Patients se e n  annually: 7 ,0 0 0  
N um ber o f o p e ra tio n s  annually: 9 0 0

You m ight recall an  E c h o e s  
artic le  a f e w  y ea rs  b a c k  a b o u t  a 
y o u n g  m an d o in g  in c re d ib le  w o rk  
a c ro s s  th e  g lo b e . D erek J o h n s o n  
c a m e  b y  to  visit w ith  m e  during  
his last trip  s ta te -s id e  a n d  w e  h a d  
a c h a n c e  to  c a tc h  u p  o n  his w o rk  
w ith  CURE International. The last 
tim e w e  sp o k e , D erek h a d  b e e n  
a p p o in te d  th e  E xecutive D irec to r 
o f  a n e w  CURE h o sp ita l b e in g  built 
in Egypt. S ince  th en , th e  E gypt 
h osp ita l has b e e n  tie d  
u p  in in ternational re d  
ta p e . A ltho u g h  h e  is still 
v e ry  invo lved  w ith  th e  
p ro c e s s ,  D erek has tak en 
a n e w  ass ig n m en t as 
th e  E xecutive D irec to r 
o f  CURE'S h o sp ita l in

Uganda.
The '98  grad sat acro ss  

from m y d esk , e y e s  shining bright 
as h e  ex p la in ed  h o w  th e  Uganda  
hospital is s o  m uch different 
and sp ec ia l from th e o th er  CURE 
hospitals. H o w  m any o f  us, I 
w o n d er , feel th e  sa m e  kind o f  
pride for our jo b s , know ing that 
w h a t w e ’re d o in g  really d o e s  make 
a d ifferen ce?  M ost CURE hospitals  
sp e c ia liz e  in pediatric o r th o p e d ic s ,  

b u t  U ganda is 
d iffe ren t. Derek 
s h a re d  w ith m e  
s to rie s  o f  little o n e s  
in n e e d  o f  pediatric  
neurosurgery and  o f  
th e  p rev a len ce  o f  
h yd rocep h a lu s in th e

region. M ore inform ation a b o u t  
U ganda an d  o th er  CURE hospitals  
around  th e  w o r ld  is available at 
w w w .h e lp c u r e n o w .o r g

A s for Derek Joh n son , h e  
has n o  plans o f  branching out. 
“Egypt an d  its children are still very  
m uch o n  m y heart, b u t to w a rd s  
th e  e n d  o f  2 0 0 6 , 1 w a s  n o t b e in g  
100%  utilized an d  r e q u e s te d  
m y current assignm ent. I jo in e d  
CURE to  b e  around  staff an d  th e  
children. S o  I am  very  h a p p y  
w ith  this d e c is io n .” CURE is very  
lucky to  h ave su ch  a c a p a b le  and  
c o m p a ss io n a te  team  m em ber. N o  
d o u b t, Derek will co n tin u e  to  s e e  
that th e se  children are w ell taken  
care  of.
-Brandi G ateley, A ssist. VP o f  IA

http://www.helpcurenow.org


History 101; The Rudy Janzen Story

'Weatherford - Rudie Janzen  has 
born w itness to  th e  great events 
of Oklahoma history. A t a g e d  101, 
Janzen is as o ld  as th e  sta te  itself.
He holds in his m em ory  tales o f a 
racially d iv ided  Washita County, the  
conversation o f se a so n e d  Civil War 
veterans, and  the  rare ex p erien ce  of 
besting in d e b a te  th e  legendary  Carl 
Albert.

Janzen, n o w  o f Bartlesville, 
was in W eatherford recently, 
accompanying personal historical 
artifacts d o n a te d  to  the  H eartland 
Museum. At a recep tio n  in his h o n o r at 
the Museum, he to ld  his life’s story.

Born in Kansas in 1907, Janzen  
and his family m o v ed  first to  N ow ata in 
Northeast Oklahoma, then  to  Washita 
County in 1920. They w e re  M ennonite 
wheat farmers, G erm an-speaking.
"Low German at hom e, an d  High 
German at Church," said Janzen.

He w e n t to  schoo l in nearby  
Colony, to  w hich he  w alked every 
morning. These w e re  days not 
long after the removal o f the Indian 
 reservations, and  the  parceling of 
 Indian lands. Colony w as  a tow n  
strictly divided.

"C obb Creek w as the  line 
through tow n. The w hite  settlers 

, lived on the North side  o f the  creek,
1 the Indian A gency  lay on  th e  south. I 
could see  the creek  from the  w in d o w  
of our schoolhouse. W e’d  swim 
there at recess. O f course," Janzen 
 added with a chuckle, "w e had  no  
 swimsuits!”

Janzen to ld  o f his talks with 
John Seeger, w h en  Janzen  w as a b o y  

 and Seeger a very o ld  man.
“It w as he w h o  estab lished  

 the Indian A gency in Colony. He 
loved to  tell stories, an d  I loved  to  
hear them. My favorites w e re  o f the 
Civil War,” said Janzen.

Seeger w as a Union soldier 
stationed in Ft. Sum ter in Charleston, 
South Carolina, w h ere  rang the  w a r’s

first shots. T rapped  in a Southern  city 
in a small, isolated fort,

"He said they  had  o n e  
cannon, w hich they  aim ed at the  
C onfedera te  b a se  across the  street, 
th e  only w eak  p o in t in their defen se . 
They held  off th e  rebels for th ree  
m onths. Later he w as with Sherm an in 
his march to  the  se a .”

In 1923, Janzen  m o v ed  to  
W eatherford, w h e re  he  a tte n d e d  
High School. A t th e  beginning o f his 
studies, he  sp o k e  only Germ an.

"My English w as  awful. I sp e n t

hours each  night at hom e practicing. 
Within a year, I w as proficient enough  
to  join the  d eb a tin g  team ."

In 1929, while attending w hat 
w as later to  b e c o m e  S ou thw estern  
Oklahom a Sate University, Janzen, n o w  
on  th e  University d eba ting  team , w o n  
th e  sta te  cham pionship , beating  the 
University o f O klahom a an d  it’s team  
captain, Carl A lbert.

A fter graduating from college 
in 1930, Janzen  tried to  find a jo b  as 
a teacher. This w as in the  height o f the 
G reat D epression.

"Jobs w e re  sca rce  in th o se  
days. There w as an open ing  at Sayre 
I thought I’d  get, b u t the  principal

said 'Rudie, I w an t to  hire you, bu t 
the  d augh ter o f  the  p res id en t o f the 
schoo l b o a rd  w an ts th e  jo b '! ”

To th o se  struggling in to d a y ’s 
econom y, so  rem iniscent of Ja n z e n ’s 
youth, he  gives this advice,

"Tell them : y o u ’ve  g o t to  
b e  the  b est. I g o t a jo b  b e c a u se  I 
co n v in ced  p e o p le  that I w as  th e  very 
b e s t .”

Janzen  w as  hired as a teacher, 
first at W atonga, then  Hinton. In 
1940, u n d er the  gathering c lo u d s  of 
the  S e c o n d  W orld War, the  federal

governm ent o rgan ized  the  a rm ed  
fo rces schoo l to  train an d  e d u c a te  the 
n ew  army. The first te ach e r hired w as 
Rudie Janzen.

After the  war, Janzen  sp e n t his 
remaining working years in the  Systems 
an d  P rocedure  sec tion  o f Phillips 
Petroleum Com pany. He retired to  
Bartlesville.

This sampling of the 
remarkable, long an d  continuing life 
o f Rudie Janzen  can b e  fleshed ou t 
at the  upcom ing  exhibit o f Janzen 's  
artifacts at the  Heartland M useum  in 
W eatherford.
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Putting Families First C hancello r, R egen ts aim  to  m ake c o lle g e  a ffo rd a b le

D eterm ined  to  k e e p  higher 
e d u c a tio n  w ithin reach  o f 
O klahom a’s w orking families, 
O klahom a higher e d u c a tio n  
C hancellor G len D. Jo h n so n  
ex p la in ed  th e  O klahom a State 
Regents for Higher E d u ca tio n ’s FY 
2 0 1 0  legislative b u d g e t  re q u e s t -  
that w o u ld  p ro v id e  for a f re e z e  o f  
tuition a n d  m a n d a to ry fee s  -  a t a

N o v em b er 10 lu n ch eo n  h e ld  o n  th e  
cam p u s  o f S o u th w este rn  O klahom a 
S tate University in W eatherford .

The "Putting Families First’’ initiative 
re q u e s ts  $ 8 0 .4  million in n e w  sta te  
ap p ro p ria tio n s  for o p era tio n a l n e e d s  
o f th e  institutions so  that tuition an d  
m an d a to ry  fees  can  b e  fro zen  at 
the  cu rren t level for th e  2 0 0 9 -1 0  
a c a d e m ic  year.

Jo hnson , S tate Regent Jimmy 
Harrel an d  institution p re s id e n ts  Dr. 
John  Hays o f SWOSU, Dr. Jan e t

C unningham  o f N o rth w e s te rn  
O klahom a S tate  University, Dr. Larry 
D evane o f  R edlands C om m unity 
C ollege a n d  Dr. Jo h n  Feaver o f  th e  
University o f  S c ie n c e  a n d  A rts o f 
O klahom a in fo rm ed  legislators a n d  
area re s id en ts  o f  th e  initiative during 
th e  first s to p  o n  J o h n s o n ’s legislative 
to u r a c ro ss  th e  state.

The funds w o u ld  c o v e r  in creases

in o p era tio n a l fixed c o s ts  a n d  o th e r  
institutional priorities at O k lahom a’s 
p u b lic  c o lleg es  a n d  universities a n d  
a llow  th em  to  co n tin u e  to  p ro v id e  
quality instruction, vital s tu d e n t 
serv ices  a n d  a sufficient n u m b e r 
o f  se c tio n s  a n d  c o u rse  offerings 
to  sh o rte n  th e  tim e n e e d e d  to  
c o m p le te  a d e g re e .

“O u r sy stem  has d o n e  a 
g o o d  jo b  o f  k eep in g  th e  c o s t  o f  
e d u c a tio n  as lo w  as p o ss ib le , 
b u t  it is b e c o m in g  v e ry  c le a r  th a t

o u r  s ta te  will n e e d  to  in c re a se  its 
in v es tm en t in h ig h er e d u c a t io n  in 
o r d e r  to  k e e p  h igher e d u c a t io n  
w ith in  re a c h  o f  O k la h o m a ’s w ork ing  
fam ilies,” sa id  C h an ce llo r G len  D. 
Jo h n s o n . “O u r 'Putting Families First' 
initiative p ro v id e s  o u r  institu tions 
th e  fund in g  th e y  n e e d  to  o p e r a te  
a n d  p ro v id e s  s tu d e n ts  a n d  the ir 
families w ith  significant financial 
relief to  a llo w  th e m  to  fo c u s  o n  
th e ir e d u c a t io n .”

Jo h n so n  a lso  a n n o u n c e d  th e  
rem ain d er o f  th e  S ta te  R egen ts’ FY 
2 0 1 0  legislative a g e n d a .

The S ta te  R egents a re  asking for 
$ 4 .9  million from  th e  Legislature to  
annualize  th e  d e b t  se rv ice  fo r th e  
$ 1 0 0  million b o n d  a u th o riz e d  during 
th e  2 0 0 8  legislative sess io n  fo r th e  
s ta te ’s m atch  to  th e  e n d o w e d  chairs 
p rogram .

S tu d e n t a id  funding  will a lso  b e  
a fo cu s  fo r th e  S ta te  R egents in th e  
u p c o m in g  legislative se ss io n  b e c a u s e  
m o re  financial a ss is tan ce  r e d u c e s  
barriers tha t p re v e n t s tu d e n ts  from  
a tten d in g  co lleg e . The A c a d e m ic  
Scholars Program  fo r high-perform ing 
s tu d e n ts  is req u estin g  an add itional 
$ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  n ex t year.

The S ta te  R egents will a lso  seek  
$ 5 0 ,0 0 0  to  fully fu n d  th e  Regional 
University B acca lau rea te  S cholarsh ip  
p rog ram . E xp en d itu res  fo r th e  p a s t 
tw o  years  have  e x c e e d e d  th e  
$ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  a p p ro p ria tio n  th e  program  
receives. C arryover fu n d s h av e  b e e n  
u s e d  to  fu n d  th e  e x c e ss , b u t  th o se  
fu n d s will b e  d e p le te d  b y  th e  e n d  
o f  FY 2 0 0 9 .

The S ta te  R egents a lso  se e k  to  
in c rease  funding for th e  c o n c u rre n t 
en ro llm en t p rog ram , w h ich  allow s 
high sc h o o l juniors a n d  sen io rs  to  
take c red it-earn in g  c o lle g e  c o u rse s .
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The S ta te  R eg en ts  p r o p o s e  t o  in c r e a s e  fu n d in g  fo r 

th e  p ro g ra m  b y  $ 6 2 5 ,0 0 0 .  A d d itio n a lly , th e  S ta te  

R egents a re  r e q u e s t in g  a n  a d d it io n a l  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r 

c o o p e ra t iv e  a llian ce  f e e  w a iv e rs . T he  O k la h o m a  

D e p a rtm e n t o f  C a re e r  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y  E d u c a t io n  

has a g re e d  to  fu n d  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  an n u a lly  fo r w a iv e rs . 

In th e  p a s t , th e  S ta te  R e g e n ts ' p o r t io n  o f  th e  

w aivers h as  b e e n  p a id  fro m  o n e - t im e  c a r r y o v e r  

funds from  o th e r  w a iv e r  p ro g r a m s  th a t  a re  n o w  

d e p le t e d  a n d  n o  lo n g e r  a v a ila b le  fo r  fu tu re  

w aivers.
The S ta te  R eg en ts  will s e e k  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r th e  

s ta te 's  R each H ig h er p ro g ra m . T h e  fu n d s  w ill b e  

u se d  to  e n h a n c e  R e a c h H ig h e r s c h o la r s h ip s  a n d  

tuition w a iv e rs . In o r d e r  fo r  th e  p ro g r a m  t o  b e  

even  m o re  s u c c e s s fu l , a n  in c r e a s e  in financial a id  

to  ad u lt s tu d e n ts  is n e e d e d .

The final c o m p o n e n t  o f  th e  leg isla tive  a g e n d a  

is a r e q u e s t  fo r n ea rly  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r th e  O ff ic e  o f  

A ccoun tab ility . T he  o f f ic e  a d m in is te rs  t w o  s ta te  

p rog ram s: th e  O k la h o m a  E d u c a tio n a l In d ic a to r s  

Program  a n d  th e  O k la h o m a  S c h o o l  P e r f o rm a n c e  

Review P rogram .

The to ta l r e q u e s t  fo r n e w  FY 2 0 1 0  fu n d s  is 

$ 8 6 ,8 7 4 ,8 8 0 .

This is th e  s e c o n d  y e a r  J o h n s o n  h a s  e m b a r k e d  

on a s ta te w id e  to u r  p ro m o tin g  th e  S ta te  R e g e n ts ’ 

legislative a g e n d a .

Left: State Recent Jimmy Harrel aided Chancellor Glen 
D. Jonson in presenting the legislative budget request to 
the state of Oklahoma.

"Our system  has d o n e  a g o o d  jo b  o f  keeping  the c o s t  o f  
ed u cation  as lo w  as p o ss ib le ” -C hancelor Glen D. Johnson
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H all o f  F a m e

A th le tes H o n o re d  fo r Bulldog C areers
Five n e w  m em b ers  w e re  

in d u c te d  into th e  sc h o o l's  A thletic 
Hall o f  Fame recently.

The SWOSU A thletic Hall o f 
Fame w a s  estab lish ed  in 1 9 6 2  a n d  
h o n o rs  th o s e  individuals w h o , 
b y  o u tstand ing  ach iev em en t in 
athletics o r  serv ice  to  th e  c o lle g e ’s 
s p o r ts  team s, have m a d e  lasting 
co n tribu tions to  th e  c a u se  o f  s p o r ts  
at th e  sch o o l.

In d u c tee s  include:

W.E. Jackson  w a s  a star pitching 
for S o u th w este rn  during an 
u n p re c e d e n te d  run o f  su c c e ss  for 
th e  Bulldogs baseba ll team  u n d e r  
leg en d ary  C oach  Rankin Williams 
during th e  19 50s. Jackson, a hard  
th row ing  left h an d e r from  Burns 
Flat, ca rried  th e  Bulldogs to  four 
c o n fe re n c e  titles form  1 9 5 2 -1 9 5 5 . 
Jackson  never lost a co lleg ia te  start 
w hile racking u p  m o re  than 25  w ins 
in his career. Jackson  w a s  a m e m b e r 
o f th e  h o n o r  roll e a c h  sem es te r  
SWOSU a n d  g ra d u a te d  M agna Cum 
Laude. Jackson  th en  se rv e d  in th e  
United S tates Arm y follow ing his 
g raduation  w h e re  h e  w a s  s ta tio n ed  
in G erm any. He th en  w e n t o n  to  
te ach  business in a n u m b er o f  high 
sch o o ls  in a n d  a ro u n d  N ebraska.

Jerry J o b e  w o n  o v e r 5 0 0  
gam es as a basketball c o a c h  in 
a highly successfu l c a re e r  that 
s p a n n e d  m ore  than 2 6  years first at 
Chickasha High S chool, th en  SWOSU 
b e fo re  co n c lu d in g  at O klahom a 
Christian University. His b e s t  team  
w a s  th e  1 9 6 6  s q u a d  tha t finished 
the  year as sta te  ch am p io n s  after

bea tin g  rival Phillips a n d  O klahom a 
Baptist to  qualify for th e  NAIA A rea 
Tournam ent. O n  th e  basketball co u rt, 
J o b e  g u id e d  th e  Bulldogs to  a 19 8 - 
108  re c o rd  in his 11 years, including 
w inning 2 0  o r  m o re  g am es four 
times.

Jo h n  W ichert w a s  o n e  o f  th e  
m o st d o m in an t d e fen siv e  linem en 
ev e r to  p u t o n  a Bulldog foo tball 
uniform. A  1 9 8 9  g ra d u a te  o f 
W eatherfo rd  High S choo l, W ichert 
r e p e a te d  as an NAIA A ll-Am erican 
b e c o m in g  only th e  s e c o n d  SWOSU 
p layer to  d o  so  since  Tom Bergman 
w a s  a b a c k -to -b a c k  se lec tio n  in 
1 9 7 4 -7 5 . All total W ichert e n d e d  
u p  w ith  341 c a re e r  tackles, th e  m o st 
ev e r b y  a SWOSU d efen siv e  lineman. 
He h a d  35  tackles b e h in d  th e  line 
o f  scrim m age a n d  finished w ith 25 
c a re e r  sacks.

C ory Smith p u t to g e th e r  a 
rem arkable c a re e r  as a co lleg ia te  
golfer a t S o u th w e s te rn  O klahom a 
S tate  University u n d e r  longtim e 
c o a c h  Cecil Perkins. Smith e a rn e d  
NAIA A ll-Am erican h o n o rs  in 1995 , 
1 9 9 6  a n d  1 9 9 7 , finishing 14th, 15th  
a n d  8th  in c o n se c u tiv e  national 
tou rnam en ts. His b id  for a fourth  
A ll-Am erican h o n o r  w a s  d e n ie d  in 
1 9 9 8  w h e n  h e  p la c e d  o n e -s tro k e  
o u t o f  th e  req u ired  Top 15. The 
Sm ith-led golf team s h a d  th ree  
c o n se c u tiv e  to p  five finishes at th e  
NAIA Tournam ent, including a pair 
o f  third p la c e  efforts in 1 9 9 6  a n d  
1997 . Smith g ra d u a te d  in 1 9 9 8  w ith 
a d e g re e  in finance. He w e n t  o n  to  
play  professionally  o n  th e  satellite

to u r a n d  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  NGA 
H o o te rs  Tour a n d  G o ld e n  Bear Tour , 
w hile living in Palm B each G ard en s,
Fla.

For m o re  than  31 years  Chuck 
E d w ard s w a s  th e  "V oice o f  th e  
B ulldogs” co vering  a n d  b ro a d c a s tin g  
S o u th w e s te rn  s p o r ts  te am s to  a large 
a n d  loyal follow ing. E d w ard s  ca lled  
m o re  than  3 ,6 0 0  football, basketball, 
b aseba ll, softball a n d  r o d e o  ev en ts  
in his s p o r ts  b ro a d c a s tin g  c a re e r  
tha t s p a n n e d  a to tal o f  4 5  years 
a n d  coun ting . H e ca lled  SW OSU 
p lay -b y -p lay  ac tio n  in 15 s ta te s  
a c ro ss  A m erica from  W ashington to  
T en n essee  a n d  all p a r ts  in b e tw e e n . 
E d w ard s w a s  o n  th e  air to  call 
m any o f SW O SU 's g re a te s t s u c c e s s  
s to ries including its five w o m e n ’s 
NAIA national c h a m p io n sh ip  gam es, 
tw o  foo tball NAIA c h a m p io n sh ip  
c o n te s ts , a n d  c o lle g e  national finals 
r o d e o  title runs.

E d w ard s  w a s  th e  first O klahom an 
to  rece iv e  th e  p restig ious Lone Star 
C o n fe re n c e  B ro ad caste r o f  th e  Year 
a w a rd  in 2 0 0 3 . H e w a s  in d u c te d  
into th e  O klahom a A sso c ia tio n  o f  
B roadcaste rs Hall o f  Fame in M arch 
o f  2 0 0 8 .

Chuck a n d  his w ife, C harlene, 
have  a son , John , w h o  w o rk s in N ew  
M exico  as an  inform ation system s 
c o o rd in a to r  for R uidoso Public 
S ch o o l System , a n d  a daughter,
Charla, w h o  w o rk s for th e  O klahom a 
D ep a rtm en t o f  H um an Services.
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Barry S w itz e r  w a s  o n  c a m p u s  
in O c t o b e r  t o  c a m p a ig n  
fo r  Perry  A d a m s  in th e  r a c e  
fo r  th e  s ta te  re p re se n ta tiv e . 
Prior to  his " s tu m p  s p e e c h ” 
h e  v is ited  w ith  th e  B ulldogs 
b e f o r e  p ra c tic e .

Sou thw estern  O klahom a S tate University ren am ed  th e  

practice field sou th  o f Milam Stadium  after long-tim e SWOSU 

Athletic D irector Cecil Perkins (left), w h o  left that p o s t  in 2008 . 

The university surprised  Perkins b y  unveiling th e  p ic tu red  sign a t a 

cerem ony during Parent’s Day activities. Form er SWOSU President 

and current Regional University System  o f O klahom a Regent J o e  

Anna Hibler (right) o f W eatherford  m a d e  th e  p resen ta tion . Perkins 

served as athletic d irec to r at SWOSU from 1981 -2008 .

W hen area  re s id en ts  a tte n d  basketball g am es 
this se a so n  at S o u th w e s te rn  O klahom a S tate 
University in W eatherfo rd , th ey  will n o tic e  a 
n e w  floor at Rankin Williams F ieldhouse. The 
floor, d e s ig n e d  b y  SWOSU G raph ic  Artist 
a n d  alum nus Kyle Wright, fea tu res  a huge 
Bulldog in th e  m id d le  as w ell as th e  n e w  
c o u r t  nam e, Kelli Litsch C ourt.

T odd  Thurman 
SW OSU

A thletic Director 
A u gu st 1, 2 0 0 8

Todd Thurman will s te p  d o w n  as th e  
SWOSU M en's Basketball C oach . Thurm an 
has b e e n  acting in a d o u b le  roll s in ce  h e  
rep laced  Cecil Perkins as A thletic D irector 
in August o f 2 0 0 8 . Thurm an said  tha t th e  
physical a n d  m ental tolls o f  acting  as 
both h e a d  basketball c o a c h  a n d  A.D. 
w ere getting to u g h e r a n d  tougher. He 
believes that h e  will have  a g rea t im pac t 
on the future su c c e ss  o f  SW OSU’s athletic 
programs b y  having his u n d iv id ed  fo cu s 
on the A.D. position .

E choes from  C am pus 32



Join or Renew Today! SW OSU Alumni A sso c ia tio n

W a n t  t o  A d v e r t i s e  in  
E c h o e s  f r o m  t h e  H ill?  
c a l l  5 8 0 - 7 7 4 - 3 7 3 6





sw osualum ni
A S S O C I A T I O N
100 Cam pus Drive - W eatherford, OK 7 3 096
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from  th e  hill

Like th e  E choes C over?

Portrait o rdering  is available in all sizes.
Give as a gift to  your favorite SWOSU 
g raduate , o r g e t o n e  to  sh o w  your bu lldog  
p rid e  in your hom e, office o r g am e room !

to u rian stu d io @ y ah o o .co m
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