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Abstract

Looks at Tolkien’s sources and influences in literature, myth, and personal experience. Discusses the
concept of “influence” and the mistaken modern “worship” of “utter originality.” Lists and describes some
of his scholarly works.
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Kilby: Tolkien As Scholar and Artist

8QLYHUVLW\ RI :DOHV 3UHVYV HVS SS 7KLY ERRN GRHV LQ
deéd 'fevedlVd' S1de or' ' 16ik1en' cndr etdsTLdM e aHuEY SUo6u ' ad Exgiinifig” T Y
his remark that the Ring is nothing more than a study in "linguistic
esthetics." The unique thing we learn in the book is that his philo-
logical studies have all the warmth of life., There he describes his
‘pleasure in languages as he learned them: French, Latin, Greek, Span-
LVK HWF F¥*RWKLF 1 KH vD\V 0ZDV WKH ILUVW WR WDNH PH E\ VWRUP
PRYH P\ KHDUW ff -XVW WR ORRN DW WKH YRFDEXODU\ LQ D *RWKLF SUL
KLP KH VD\V D GHOLJKW HTXLYDOHQW WR .HDWV{V RQ ILUVW KHDULQJ
+RPHU ,QVWHDG Rl LQGLFWLQJ D VRQQHW 7RONLHQ EHJIJDQ LPPHGLDWEF
YHQW ZRUGVY RQ WKH *RWKLF SDWWHUQ DQG LW ZDV RQ WKLV ODQJXDJH
PRGHOHG KLV (OYLVK /I DWHU )LQQLVK JDYH KLP LPPHQVH SOHDVXUH E
'HOVK DQG SDUWLFXODUO\ PHGLHYDO :HOVK WKDW EHZLWFKHG KLP
LW FRPLQJ RXW RI WKH ZHVW W VWUXFN DW PH LQ WKH QDPHV RQ FRD
DQG GUDZLQJ QHDUHU LW IOLFNHUHG SDVW RQ VWDWLRQ VLJQV D IODV
VWUDQJH VSHOOLQJ DQG D KLQW RI D ODQJXDJH ROG DQG \HW DOLYH L
P\ OLQJXLVWLF KHDUW ~ 7KDW ODQJXDJH WRXFKHG VRPH VXEFRQVFLR X\
7RONLHQ WKDW KDV FRQWLQXHG WR WKLV GD\ WR UHYHUEHUDWH +H VI
PRVW RI KLV SHUVRQ DQG SODFH QDPHV LQ WKH 5LQJ DUH GHOLEHUDWH
RQ WKRVH RI WKH :HOVK DQG KH WKLQNV WKDW WKLY HOHPHQW KDV JlI
KDSV PRUH SOHDVXUH WR UHDGHUV WKDQ DQ\WKLQJ HOVH" LQ WKDW VW

+H SRLQWYV RXW E\ WKH zZzD\ WKDW WKH SOHDVXUH IHOW LQ D ODQJ
TXLWH GLIITHUHQW IURP D VFKRODUO\ RU SUDFWLFDO NQRZOHGJH RI WKECL
EHLQJ MVLPSOHU GHHSHU URRWHG DQG \HW PRUH LPPHGLDWH WKDQ W
RI OLWHUDWXUH ~ +H WKLQNV LW LV EHVW IHOW LQ WKH PHUH FRQWHPS
YRFDEXODU\ RU LQ D VWULQJ RI SURSHU QDPHV W ZLOO EH UHPHPEHU
B3URIHVVRU 7RONLHQ GHFODUHG WKH 5LQJ WR EH ZLWKRXW DOOHJRULFD
DQG FKLHIO\ DQ HVVD\ LQ OLQJXLVWLF HVWKHWLFV %XW LW LV FOHDU
WKDW VXFK DQ DLP LQ 7RONLHQTV FDVH LV IDU IURP HLWKHU WKDW RI D
EORRGHG VFKRODU RU HOVH RI D PHUH ILGGOHU ZLWK ZRUGV UDWKHU V
KLP D ODQJXDJH SURSHUO\ H[SHULHQFHG LV FDSDEOH RI HVWDEOLVKLC
IXOO ZRUOG RI P\WKLF PHDQLQJ

7KH LPPHQVH VXFFHVV RI 7TRONLHQYMY FUHDWLYH ZRUNV KDV ODWHO\
VKDGRZHG KLV VFKRODUO\ DFWLYLW\ <HW WKH ODWWHU WKRXJK LQ S>
IRUP TXLWH OLPLWHG LV VLJQLILFDQW 2QH VXFK LQGLFDWLRQ LV WKH
WKDW RQ WKH RFFDVLRQ RI 7RONLHQTY VHYHQWLHWK ELUWKGD\ LQ L

FDOOHG (QJOLVK DQG OHGLHYDO 6WXGLHVY GHGLFDWHG WR KLP DV VFKRC(
WHDFKHU ZDV ZULWWHQ E\ WZHQW\ WZR RI KLV IRUPHU SXSLOV DV ZHOO

FROOHDJXHV DQG IULHQGV ,Q 7TRONLHQ SXEOLVKHG $ OLGGOH (QJOlL
9RFDEXODU\N DQG LQ KH HGLWHG ZLWK ( 9 *RUGRQ ©6LU *DZDLQ DQC
*UHHQ .QLJKW ,Q KH GHOLYHUHG WKH 6LU ,VUDHO *ROODQF] OHPRUI

/IHFWXUH WR WKH %ULWLVK $FDGHP\ RQ %HRZXOI WKH ORQVWHUV DQG W
DQ HVVD\ ZKLFK KDV EHFRPH VRPHWKLQJ RI D FODVVLF LQ LWV ILHOG +
UHFHQWO\ WUDQVODWHG 6LU *DZDLQ DQG WKH 3HDUO DQG WKHVH DUH W
OLVKHG VKRUWO\ %XW WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW RI KLV HVVD\V IRU WKH
WKH 5LQJ LV ~ Q )DLU\ 6WRULHV" LQ (VVD\V 3UHVHQWHG WR &KDUOHV :L
2[IRUG 8QLYHUVLW\ 3UHVYV DQ HVVD\ ZKLFK & 6 /HZLVY GHFODUHG
EH SHUKDSV WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW FRQWULEXWLRQ \HW PDGH RQ LWV \
MNP, IRONLE ANV CWKHRLIIEJL T RSRUWAQW. MR, NAXOAFLLMWRNAGT AT BRI
maker and writer of "Faerie.," But this subject is covered by Mr. Auden.,

I shall only add that Professor Tolkien believes one of his lifelong
blessings has been a constitutional sense of humor, It is certainly one
of the things we enjoy in its variety of appearances in Tom Bombadil,
Farmer Giles, The Hobbit, and, more subtly, in The Lord of the Rings.
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