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The Marion E. Wade Center at Wheaton College
Abstract
A description of the Center’s aims, areas of concentration, and collections.
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Mitchell: The Marion E. Wade Center at Wheaton College

E. Wade Center began in February 196 5 with the
vision of Dr. Clyde S. Kilby, late Professor of English Literature
at Wheaton College, fifteen letters from C.S. Lewis to Dr. Kilby,
and a few books written by Lewis that Kilby had managed to
acquire. Today it is an internationally recognized research center
WHEATON
with holdings numbered in the thousands. Although originally
COLLEGE
named the C.S. Lewis Collection, the works of Owen Barfield,
G.K. Chesterton, George MacDonald, Dorothy L. Sayers, j.R.R.
Tolkien, and Charles Williams were envisioned as part of the anticipated holdings
of the Wade Center from the beginning. Currently the Center houses over 12,000
volumes including first editions and critical works, more than 25,000 letters
(approximately 22,000 original), 1 ,066 manuscripts, and over 1 2,000 articles by or
about the seven authors, as well as doctoral dissertations, oral history interviews,
periodicals, and a large audio-visual library.
The Center's C.S. Lewis holdings include more than 2,300 letters, 11 typescript
volumes of the Lewis family papers compiled by W.H. Lewis (diaries, letters, and
other materials from 1850 to 1930), 21 volumes of Warren Lewis's own diaries,
family portraits and photographs, many of the .. Boxen" stories, 140 additional
manuscripts (92 original), 2,363 volumes from Lewis's own library, 179 dissertations on various aspects of Lewis's work, over 3,000 articles by or about Lewis,
44 oral history interviews pertaining to Lewis, 21 7 translations, and related items
such as Lewis's carved wardrobe and the original art for Pauline Baynes' map of
Narnia. An arrangement with the Bodleian Library, Oxford to exchange photocopies of selected Lewis manuscripts with those of the Wade Center has greatly
enhanced both libraries' holdings.
The Center is also a major resource for the work of Owen Barfield. In addition
to 150 manuscripts (142 original), it houses 111 original letters, 15 Barfieldrelated dissertations, over 300 articles by or about Barfield, 3 oral history interviews with Barfield and 20 more which refer to him, and a small collection of
photographs.
In 1974 friends and family of Mr. Marion E. Wade, founder of ServiceMaster
Company and C.S. Lewis enthusiast, established a fund to provide a yearly grant
for the operation of the Collection, which was renamed in his honor. The Kilby
Research Grant, established in 1982, is awarded annually to a scholar, engaged in
a publishable research project related to one or more of the seven authors, who has
worked on the project at the Wade Center. The Center also publishes the annual
journal Seven: An Anglo-American Literary Review, begun in 1980 under the
inspiration of Dr. Barbara Reynolds, Dr. Beatrice Batson, and Dr. Clyde Kilby as
a forum for informed discussion and assessment of the seven authors, intended
for the both the general reader and the specialist.
The Center is open to the public. Further information is available from The
Marion E. Wade Center, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 60187.
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