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Editorial

This issue is a bit of a grab bag, w ith  p ap e rs  th a t p u sh  th e  b o u n d a ry  of the 
defin ition  of w h a t M ythlore  considers w ith in  its subject a re a —b u t each is 

in te restin g  a n d  th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  in  its o w n  w ay.
W e lead  w ith  R obert B oenig 's p len a ry  ad d ress  from  M ythcon  47, on  the 

character of the  "M ateria list M agician" (S crew tape 's  term ) in  T olkien  and  
L e w is—th e  Janus-like figu re  w h o  looks b ack w ard s  to  m agic  an d  fo rw ard s  to 
scientism , w ith o u t th e  m o ra l core to  reconcile h is  lim inality . T o lk ien 's  S arum an  
an d  L ew is 's  U ncle  A n d rew  an d  D evine a re  key  specim ens of th is trope , w ith  
M erlin  s tan d in g  as a coun ter-exam ple

In  h is article on  G.K. C h este rto n 's  Ballad o f the W hite Horse, N ick M ilne 
fo llow s C heste rto n 's  d ev e lo p m en t of th e  id ea  of u s in g  K ing  A lfred  an d  th e  Battle 
of E th an d u n e  as th e  core of a long  po em  on  E ng land  an d  E nglishness, and  
exam ines h o w  th e  p o em  w as received  b y  con tem poraries, fa red  in  la ter 
criticism , a n d  in fluenced  o th er w riters.

Jake La Jeunesse looks a t a p a rticu la r aspect of N eil G a im an 's  American 
Gods: its evocation  of th e  q u in tessen tia l A m erican  sm all to w n  of L akeside, 
W isconsin. L akeside  is com pared  to  sim ilar sm all tow ns, w ith  th e ir m o re  or less 
am b ig u o u s u n d e rto n e s  of in su la rity  an d  som eth ing  no t qu ite  righ t, in  Jerom e 
B ixby's " I t's  a Good Life," R ay  B rad b u ry 's  Dandelion Wine, an d  G arrison  K eillo r's 
A  Prairie Home Companion.

In  " 'I t  W as A llow ed  to  O ne,'"  A n d rew  S tou t exam ines the  w ay  C.S. 
L ew is a d o p ted  C harles  W illiam s's id eas ab o u t coinherence an d  su b s titu tio n  in  
Till We Have Faces and , m o s t po ignan tly , in  A  G rief Observed an d  h is  le tte rs abou t 
h is  w ife  Joy D av id m an 's  cancer, m iracu lo u s rem ission , an d  even tua l death .

Joe R. C h ris to p h er re tu rn s  to  o u r pages w ith  a b rie f p ap e r on  A n thony  
B oucher's sh o rt sto ry  "R eview  C opy," p a r t  h o rro r an d  p a r t fan tasy , d raw in g  on 
m y th o lo g y  associated  w ith  bo th  b lack  a n d  w h ite  b lood  m agic.

S ou rce-hun ters on  C.S. L ew is m u s t deal w ith  w h a t Jam es C om o called 
h is  "alchem ical im a g in a tio n "—h is tendency , as T hom as Schm id t p u ts  it in  h is 
article, to  act like like m ed ieval w rite rs  w h o  "w ere  in  the busin ess  n o t of 
in v en tin g  n ew  m ateria l b u t of tran sfo rm in g  ex is ting  m ateria l."  Schm idt 
tab u la tes  para lle ls  in  L ew is 's  w ritin g  to  tw o  p a rticu la r sources: D av id  L in d say 's  
A  Voyage to A rcturus, w h ich  L ew is acknow ledged  as a m ajo r influence, a n d  V.A.
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T h is ted 's  Letters From Hell, w h ich  h e  claim ed to  h is  fr ien d  A rth u r G reeves he  
co u ld n 't g e t th ro u g h  a n d  gave aw ay  after try in g  to  re a d  on ly  once.

W e close o u t th e  articles section  w ith  T o d d  A. C o m er's  exp lo ra tion  of 
th e  im agery  a n d  im plica tions of th e  w o u n d e d  b o d y  in  P eter Jackson 's  film s of 
The Lord o f the Rings, in  w h ich  he  app lies p rinc ip les of d isab ility  th eo ry  to several 
characters b u t in  p a rticu la r to  F rodo.

In  o u r N o tes an d  L etters colum n, N ancy  B un ting  rep lies to  John  
R o seg ran t's  response  (in M ythlore  #128) to  h e r  p rovocative  article on  T o lk ien 's 
trau m atic  fam ily  h is to ry  in  M ythlore  #127. W e also h ave  a v ery  ex tensive rev iew  
sction in  th is issue.

If you  w o u ld  like to  keep  u p  w ith  new s re la ting  to  M ythlore, p lease 
fo llow  u s  on  Facebook, w h ere  w e p o st advance  notice of item s accep ted  for 
u p co m in g  issues, renew al rem inders , an d  so forth . If yo u  are  invo lved  w ith  a 
conference re la ted  to  fan tasy  lite ra tu re  or teach in g  a course a n d  w o u ld  like to 
h av e  p rin t copies of o ld er issues of M ythlore  to  d is tribu te , p lease  contac t the 
ed ito r a t m ythlore@ m ythsoc.org .

The M ythlore Index Plus, w h ich  covers M ythlore, Tolkien Journal, 
p u b lish ed  M ythcon  p roceed ings, a n d  books p u b lish ed  b y  M ythopoeic  P ress, is 
available as a free p d f  file; d o w n lo ad  it a t h ttp ://w w w .m y th so c .o rg  
/p ress/m y th lo re-index -p lu s-e lec tron ic /. A lso all issues back  to  #93/94 (2006) are 
n o w  available as PD Fs for p u rch ase  an d  in s tan t d ow n load .

P lease no te  th e  C all for P apers  for a special issue of M ythlore on 
D iv ination  in  M ythopoeic  L itera tu re , to  a p p ea r in Spring  2018 w ith  g u es t ed ito r 
E m ily  E. A uger. D etails can be fo u n d  on  p age  138 of th is issue.

In  ad d itio n  to  th e  m em b ers  of th e  M ythlore  A dv iso ry  B oard  an d  the 
M ythopoeic  Society C ouncil of S tew ards, I w o u ld  also like to  th an k  D avid  
E m erson, D av id  B rennan, Jeffrey M arks, A n d rew  Lazo, R u t B lom qvist, Ph illip  
M itchell Irv ing , Joe R. C h ris topher, a n d  C hris V accaro for th e ir assistance w ith  
refereeing , p roo fread ing , an d  source-check ing  th is issue.

—Jan et B rennan  C roft
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