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TOLKIEN IN MEDIA
The general reactio n  received  from  m ost people w atching the 

90 m inute cartoon production of The H obbit by Rankin and B ass 
was re lie f th a t it  was not any w orse than it  w as. R ather than 
review ing the a ll too many problem s w ith the production (the 
space is  too sh o rt), I would lik e  to ask  the read e rs if  any of you 
agreed  w ith the depictions of the various c h a ra c te rs?  I re a liz e  
th a t squeezing the whole book into such a sh o rt tim e caused the 
crush ing  n ecessity  to ab ridge, but as one 11 y ea r old com m ented 
to  me (who had prev iously  read  the book) "They le ft out a ll the 
good p a rts . " T his u n d erlies my m ost b asic  re se rv a tio n  to  th is 
production and to  the forthcom ing film  by Ralph B akshi, due out 
th is autum n. It is  th a t the thousands who w ill see  th ese produc­
tio n s, not having read  T olkien prev iously , w ill believe they now 
know the sto ry , and not bo ther to read  T olkien. They w ill be 
lo s t to the tru e  beauty and sk ill th a t only read ing  can b ring . 
S atisfied  w ith a m ere c a ric a tu re ; ignorant of the rea l thing. —Ed.

MYTHOPOEIC
CONFERENCE IX

The 1978 M ythopoeic C onference w ill be held on A ugust 11, 12, 
and 13 a t the A m bassador Inn, 1525 M erkly Avenue, W est S acra­
m ento, C alifo rn ia 95691. Rooms a re  $14.50 a night fo r sin g les, 
and $17.50 a night fo r doubles. The room s have k itch en ettes. To 
re se rv e  room s you m ust contact th e Inn d irec tly . Phone (800) 
352-3877. (Those in the local a rea  can c a ll 421-3859). F ree  con­
tin en ta l b reak fast availab le . M em bership re g is tra tio n  is  $7 in 
advance, o r $10 a t the door. D aily m em berships a re  $5. Mem­
b ersh ip s should be sent to  Mythcon IX, 5533 K eoncrest #2, 
S acram ento, C alifo rn ia.

The G uest of Honor is  K atheryn K urtz, au thor of the D eryni 
fan tasy  se rie s . T here w ill be an a r t show, a m asquerade, pap ers, 
panels, topic d iscussion  sessio n , an auction, and a host of film s. 
Those w ishing to subm it papers (to be read  in  person  o r in  absen­
tia) should w rite  im m ediately to  G racia Fay Ellwood,  

 giving a sh o rt outline.

Lewis Institute
A Lewis In stitu te  w ill be held from  June 19 to  Ju ly  15, 1978 at 
S eattle P acific U niversity , w ith co u rses (for c red it), w orkshops, 
th ea tre  and public le c tu re s . Speakers include R ichard P u rtill 
and Chad W alsh. F o r fu rth e r in form ation  w rite : M ichael H. 
M acdonald,  

Willianms Week
A week w ith C h arles W illiam s w ill be held Ju ly  17-23 a t St. 
A ndrew 's P rio ry , V alyerm o, C alifo rn ia, 93563. Phone (805) 
944-2178. D r. Thom as Howard w ill be the lead e r. F o r fu rth e r 
inform ation  w rite  to  the G uest M aster a t the P rio ry .

A FRAGMENT
The follow ing has been sen t by the Duke of Num enor of The 

R ealm s of the D unedain-in-E xile:

ARCHIVES 2523. 0029 E x trac t fo r the R egen t's G race 
The follow ing paragraphs have been appended (in an unidentified 
hand dating from  the fifth  o r six th  century  of the C h ristian  era) 
to  the la s t reco rd s of the ea rly  p a rt of the F ourth Age.

— A rch iv ist
And so it cam e to  pass th a t ev il m en and u su rp ers sa t a t the 

th rone of the King E le ssa r, and a ll the F ree  Peoples w ere con­
stra in ed  to  acknow ledge them  th e ir lo rd s. But ev er as the 
D unedain laboured in th e ir bondage to th ese  unlaw ful kings, they 
rem em bered the child  which has been born in  O sgiliath , and it 
becam e a legend and a hope am ong them  th at the h e ir of E lendil 
by tru e  descent lived s till in the N orth, w aiting fo r the tim e 
when he m ight com e v icto rio u s and take unto h im self the crow n 
and scep tre  of h is fa th ers.

And th e re  was from  th at tim e a long fading in M iddle-earth  of 
a ll th a t the E lves had taught: beauty grew  ra r e r , and language 
c ru d e r, and learn in g  sm alle r; and the m en of the w est knew 
w hat it is to  fight the long defeat. Slowly, slow ly, w ith a ll the 
patience of e te rn ity , the One was changing M iddle-earth . And 
when it cam e to  pass th at C arad h ras was but a la rg e r h ill, men 
s till read  the s to rie s  of the King who would re tu rn ; when 
Anduin the G reat flowed over Rath Dinen, the folk who hunted on 
its  banks put th e ir ch ild ren  to  sleep  w ith legends of the king; 
and when the lands and tongues and gods of m en w ere changed 
beyond a ll recognition , s till so ld ie rs and m aidens dream ed of 
the king who would re tu rn .

Who knows what shaping of m en was m ade w hile the lands 
w ere being changed? Who can te ll w hat new tre e s  sprung from  
the ro o ts of E lendil the T all?  It can only be said  that th ere  
cam e to  every  nation, when it m ost needed and se s ire d  one, a 
chief o r king who m ight have w orn the s ta r  of E lendil. And such 
a ch ief was A eneas, and such a king was David; but the g rea te st 
of th ese  kings was he who took his nam e according to the 
fashion of the D unedain of old, fo r unto him  was it given, fo r a 
little  w hile, to  b ea r the Sword R eforged, and to ca ll upon a 
w izard 's counsel, as E le ssa r once did. And he who did these 
things was called  King A rthur.
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