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Editorial
Abstract
Hello, Mythril faithful, and a deep apology for the delay between issues. We had a staff reorganization two
years ago, that didn't work out as planned. (One key person didn't do his job, and I'm still pretty steamed
about that.) But placing blame at this late date is hardly constructive. Issue 7 is now a reality, and number
8 is in the works. We need material - - fiction, poetry, reviews of fanzines that use fiction. I'd like to discuss
what kind of material a little further along.
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AN OPEN LETTER

Ruskin: Editorial

October

7, 1975

a deep

apology fo r the delay between issues.
We had a staff r-eor-gamz atton two years ago, that didn't work out as planned.
(One key person didn't do his job, and I'm still pretty steamed about that.)
But placing blame at this late date is hardly constructive. Issue 7 is now a
reality, and number 8 is in the works. We need material--fiction, poetry,
reviews of fanzines that use fiction. I'd like to discuss what kind of material
a little further along.
Antoinette
Since 1973, our contributors have gone on to other successes.
Harris and Fred Brenion have been married; Tatiana Szeftel is now Mrs.
Harrison Rose (another Mythril contributor). Mary Ann Ramirez' work has
appeared in the humor magazine, Gwyntystorm. Sutton Breiding now publishes
two personal 'zines in San Francisco, Black Wolf and Stolen Fire. We'd like
to find Melody K. Norris, and would appreciate anyone's information about
her so as to send her contributor's copy. JIM SHULL did the Mythril 6 cover.
In Mythril 7, a strange life-form turns up in a sack of groceries; a spoiled
princess meets a fairy godmother who is anything but indulgent; a sorceress
goes too far with her charms; two bewildered young people find you never know
who you'll meet in a forest; and a wanderer chances on the only cure for a
grim pestilence. The verse and poetry offer a varied selection of tapestries
and motifs. I hope, as I believe our staff and contributors hope, that you will
enjoy this issue. If you like to write fantasy, you can support Mythril and
help issue 8 to appear by contributing a short story or a poem. ("Short"
would be anything up to twelve double-spaced sheets, ordinarily; a selfcontained work rather than a chapter or episode from a larger one. )
I hope to see, for future issues, truly original and well-written fantasies,
free of emulation, c liche, and overcuteness; poetry that recreates direct
experiences with the world of power and wonder; stories that both entertain
and have a point. Fantasy can, I believe, mean a total release of the mind's
creative faculty, transcending pre-existing external forms, leaving old
assumptions for new speculations, bringing the reader into contact with
the "true magic" or the "numinous" by capturing all his senses, his very
substance. I know that very few authors can do that, but any writer can
aspire to it. I believe that a truly original work enters the world, as it
were, unlabeled; only after reading can the classifier begin to describe it.
Conversely, if the writer decides ahead of time that he is going to write
"a Barsoom story" or a "Conan story" or a "Hobbit story, "and the story
doesn't surprise him but comes out the way he planned it would, chances are
that it was written with an overemphasis on form and pattern. Such a story
might profitably (for the writer's craft) be rewritten so that it makes a fresh
point, or shows the reader something memorable. By saying this now, I
hope to suggest to prospective contributors that certain of their efforts will
have a better chance of appearing in Mythril than will others, more derivative.
(And for return, include that self-addressed manila envelope with postage,
or in any case a stamped envelope big enough for your submission. A postcard
will help us to advise you of your contrib's safe arrival--make it out to yourself
and send it with the manuscript.)
Mythril has been very slow in replying about submissions, but that is
going to change. If we can't use it, you '11 know in, say, two weeks. If we
can, the decision may take a month--but no longer. We may not be able to
comment on a rejected piece, but we always appreciate the thought behind it.
Again, thank you for your patience.
Your..s,~~
fr/;( 'l
Hello,

Mythril faithful,.
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