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The Mythopoeic Society has never tried to discuss the entire The 
Lord of The Ring• in one evening, rather we have either chosen a topic 
from the work such as "Frodo, Sam, and Gollum," "The Elves," "The Hobbits," 
and •The Ringe of Power," or we have read and then discussed an essay 
taken from Tolkien and The Critics, a collection of fifteen excellent 
scholarly essays on The Lord of The Rings. 

This month we have chosen the topic "Rohan and Gondor" for dis­
cussion. To me, the topic presents all kinds of conversational pos­
sibilities in exploring both countries in and of themselves, and in a 
comparison of likes and opposites . Comparisons could be made as to 
culture, heritage and traditions, sense of identity, history, economics, 
geography, natural resources, political structure, and both countries 
respon,e and involvement with the struggle with Sauron. A comparison 
could be made of the capitals, including architecture, of Meduseld and 
Minas Tirith. Personalities could also be discussed: Theoden, Eomer, 
Eowyn, Hama; Denethor, Boromir, Faramir, Beregond, Bergil, Ioreth, 
and other ■• Another comparison could be made on how Gandalf was able 
to work in both countries in the struggle againat darkness. 



No. I 

MYTHPRINT is the monthly NcYrnlcttcr of The Mythopoeic Society. This is 
the first issue. We have have nonthly bulletins before, but now we lc~vc cut 
tho map and include norc news of whats happening within the Sucioty ~nd other 
news that should interest the ner.ibcrs. Mythprint is sent out to person5in 
California with:cut specific charge. Those outside California who wish to 
get it, the r ~tcs aro $1.50 per ye~r. 

News 

Ed Meskys, the Tlrnin of the Tolkien Society of Ancric::i., and his sccrct~try, 
Nnn Miles, were nnrriod Dccer.1bcr 20, 1969. We assuoe they will contino to live 
in  New Hgnpshire, ,-1hore Ed teachc s College. The Uythop L' cic 
Society has connisioned Tiu Kirk t o don painting forn thor.i as n wedding gift. 

HQre s ane norc good news that involves Ed, aaong others. Tolkien Journal 
#10 is out. I got one when Ed wr ote cc first class. The cover isiBonnic 
Bergstror.i. Itb soncthing she drew two years ngo. '!.if 11 shoud be cft1t this 
::10n th. But here's the biggest news: Tolkien J ourno.l 12 will bo Mythlorc 5 ! 
In other words the ,mnivcrsary issue of Mythlorc will be printed nncl distribu­
ted to t:i.11 the J:1(.;.cib c rs of the Tolkien Society of Arwricn, so.o.e 2,000 people 
:::.pproxin-:ite ly. This Christnn.s I hn.ve been working ha.rel on trying to get 
lv:~ythlor_Q_ finished, ancl n ~:.il ecl off to Ed. There will be a tcnporary tlrn.wb a ck 
to this <lcvclopnent. It is not probable thn.t Mythlore 5 will be back froo 
the printers in tine f or D. Jn.nun.ry nailing. PleciGo be pati1.mt on thn.t point. 
The issue will honor tho 78th birthday of Tolkien by a joint George B~rr- Tiu 
kirk cover. Tho articles ::md interior artwork 2.rc very goocl. The entire insue 
will be printed offset. Sigh, no n crc i:iiueo, at Ie[lst f or Mythlorc. 

Since Mythprint is sent out on n. bulk nailing, third cb.ss, thn.t r:io~ms 
Itwill take longer for the post office to deliver it. Therefore, we are 
forced to send it out e~~rlicr that before. To nuke Mythprint serve you nost 
cfficently, your porson~l help is needed. Got~ calendar, hang it up, and as 
soon as you get Mythprint every nonth, nark the elate of the nccting you plq.n 
t o attend, so you won't forget later. Otherwise it is possible you uight forget 
t ho aeeting if you received tho bullotin throe weeks e~rlicr. 

A new book has just been published that should interest you. It ia 
Th o Moons of Meer by Dr. Warren Hollister and Judith Pike. New York: Henvy 
Z. Walck. 1969. $5.00. Dr. Hollister has spoken to the Society before on 
Tolkien, tc ::.chs Hcdievr;.l history :-:i.s UC 8(1ntn. Barbara, anu is a Narniu and. Oz 
fan as well. The bo ck is a fantasy where two children fro~ Arizona find the 
w~~y to the Land of Meer through a tunnel. Meer is tyr:.mnizecl by the Scarlet 
Sorceress ancl there is :::.n ancient prophecy about two str:mgers frou the Vn.llcy 
of the Sun who would II set the kingdon free. 11 The bc-ok is illustr:~tcd. by 
Richard Lobcnson, including a □ap. 

Personal Information has been 
redacted.



This is the nonth th~,t sec three new br::mches st~:rting: The Santa B~, rb:1.r::1, 
The Orange County, ~.ncl the Long Beach Are:'.. The Society is groYl"?sbasic:;lly in 
proportion to the en thusLisn an ,l co-oper ::. ti veness of yc,u the ucnbcrs. I n.n 
proud 2.nd honorecl t o know oo nany fine pco11lc. 

With the growth of the Society, there has had to cone so□c atructur~l 
ch r.mges. Ee.ch br:mch is tc have n throe person stecring cormitte co□posecl of 
the Modcr:i,tor, Secrot:-:.ry, ::ind Trosurcr. The corn:iitte of o.~1.ch br.'.\nch is res­
ponsible for the scheduling of loc a tions of □cct ings for their br~nchcs, and 
::. 11 other loc:tl br:mch :12.tters. The Council o f the Mythopoeic Society is uadc 
up of the officers of each branch p lus other special persons who serve in other 
w:1ys, such as Bernie Zuber and D;.vc Hul;i.n. Th1: Council will ucct every two 
nonths to conf e r anc1 1x~ss on Soc iety business. Ono of the r:nin rc::1.son this new 
atructuring hns tnkc n p lace is to relieve r1c of tho crushing work load of the 
Society. So;:~o of you do lmow how nuch work it is. I ~1u surposecl tc be working 
on a book on Tolkien in c u ll nb or at ion with so□oonc else. Because c f Ma inly 
Society ncttcrs I hr,vc had !!.2. tine since Septenbor. My partner is restless; I 
really do nee~ to find tiae for the book. 

If you ure ncubcr of the Society who is not r.n officer or ueuber of tho 
Council, l1orni t :1c to n::i.ko something very clc ~, r: Officers and Cuuncil ucnbcrs 
:ire not n chosen elite grou1,, a sort o f c.ristocrucy within the Society. Not 
at all. They were not chosen on tho basis of a popularity contest, but rather 
to ,lo a job. They know the work involvccl, and arc willing. Being c..n officer 
docs not ;_mko you suartcr or better than other nonber • You who arc not officers 
at the uonent can do your part by working with your local branch to nake it 
better. Growth causes growing rains. I ask of you all to help out. 

Will everyone rccc i ving this, La.kc your uk'.ost of fort to go to the 
br~mch nccting this nonth no :,rcst you. Su~Ji,ort you branch ~m ~;. let your officers 
know yc,u ~re behind thcu. 

To 1w Jersonully, the yo~r 1969 W3B tho bust uver. I a□ locking forward 
to this yo ::1. r n.s being an even better uno. The dove 1 u1:ments with Myth lore, 
the new branches, :.md the pl ~ms f or Tolkien Conference III / Mythcon I to be 
held la.tcr this ye ~ff in Southern C;:~ lif ornia. nakc ne very o~·;tiuistic. 

Further UJ and further in, in 1970! 
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January 10: 
,..,. 

The Santa Barbara Branch: at the home of Tom McDaniel,  
    
     

  

January 17: 
The San Fern::mdo Valley Branch: at the home of Bonnie Bergstrom, 

      
   

 Its at the other end of 
the block. 
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The Orange County Branch: at the home of Anne Osborn,   
      

The Upland~Pomona Valley BrD.nch: at the home of D::wid Danke, 
  

January 24: 
The Sun Gubr ie 1 Valley Br:.i.nch: at the home of Kc.rcn Trimble, 

The 

     
  

Long Beach Are.::i. Brr;.nch: at the 
  

 
  

homo of Steve t:.nd Morgia.n.~1. Huffman, 
  

  

 

January 31: 
Tho West Los Angeles Branch: a.t the home of Thomas Wilson. 

    
      

 

There will be no rcgul.:::r meeting of tho CLtremont Colleges Br::..nch this 
month. There will be n caravan t o attend the Snn Gabriel Valley 
Branch. For more inf ormation about this, and the other planned 
o.cti vi tics, con t:::.ct: David Ring, Pomona Col le go,  
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There will be a imp ort~mt meeting of the Council of the Mythopocic Society 
on February 1, o..t the apa.rtmcnt of Glen GoodKnight,  

  The Council is composed o f the three officers of each branch 
plus others who spcciD.lly serve the Society. All members n.rc invited to the 
oceting, however this is a business meeting, not a party, and since there is 
little room left in the npD.rtmcnt after all the officers have arrived, it is 
advised that others should have direct business they 11ish to present to the 
council if they plan to c ome. A light buffet supper will be served. At least 
one officer from c:ich br:::.nch shoud be present for the r.1eeting. 



There will be further rc~orting of the New structureing, ~s t o tho 
CoLstitution, ~nJ a listing of the officers of each branch in next uonths 
~fythprint. 

The topic for next uon th - Febru~1ry - is Lili th by Go orge JvbcDona,lu. 
Th e ro ~re two Japerback eJitions available. One is ~art of the B~llentine 
.,\c:.ult F ~mt::.sy se.ries- for 95¢ The other is c:dle,l Phant~tstcs ~md. Lilith 
i:i-1,blishccl by Willi ;:i,n B. Eercl:~1ans Cu . This h:'.ts an excellent introJucticn 
to MacDona,lu by C.S. Lewis. It is $2.95 and harder t o l ocate. I suggest 
or~er ing it at a book store. 

This issue of Mythprint is brought to you for free and open access by 

the Mvthopoeic Society at the SWOSU Digital Commons. 

For more issues of Mythprint go to https:ljdc.swosu.edu/mythprint/all issues.html 

To join the Mythopoeic Society, go to : http:ljwww.mythsoc.org/join.htm 
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