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J
a
ma
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ring Issue? To show that tion begins early in Western Oklahoma. Any further
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Y Editor
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BGrandma Higgins is immortalized
gyet_ano,the,rofhergrandchlldren,
onnie Higgins Gass of Hammon)

by Connie Higgins Gass

The Last Mile

My heart and mind wage war against each other
To determine whether | should cry.

| know there are people around me,

But | hear little of what they say

As thoughts of her consume my day.

| visited her old home place this morning
For the first time in a long while.

It seemed lonely and so much smaller
Than when | was a child.

The whole south side of that old house
Used to be covered in trumpet vines.
She liked to tell me how much cooler
They made it in the summertime.

Most folks considered her mighty stubborn

Because she refused to let go of the old ways.

Well, Call it what you may.

Her determination provided me with memories —

Outside my own —

Of a life where pioneers were at home.

A home where there were nails in the kitchen wall,

A home where my dad and his brothers hung their overalls.
(Seems in those days a boy had only two pairs of pants--
one for school, one for Sunday meeting, or a Saturday
night dance.)

Because of her, | know what a harness and reintree are for —
How to use a crank phone and-oh-so much more.

Like how to keep cream and eggs cool

By lowering them halfway down a cistern.

Why castor oil is good for what ails ya —

How to milk a cranky cow,

And how to use a butter churn.

She kept her wood-burning stoves;

She claimed it wasn't so much the fire

As it was the sound of crackling wood,

Or the smell of burning coal-

That could warm a body all the way to his soul.

She used to tell me about coming to Oklahoma
When she was just a girl,

About how her papa died and where they buried
Him on the trail.

How folks would work so hard

Clearing the land, and planting the crops

Just to have them swept away

By too much rain or hail.



POETRY

Supporting Western
She told me about box suppers and courting on horseback.
She had her own code on respectable young ladies and
How they ought to act. O kl a h O m a.

| can hear her still—

Giving a detailed description of her courtship with Will.
He died some fifty years before,

But his memory lived with her—

Because she loved him so.

. Member F.D.I.C.
She wrote a poem about him

Not long after he died. )

To read it fills me with love and a special pride Elk City,Oklahoma

She sometimes talked to me about God.

She told me if | wanted Him to hear what | say,
It was best to get on my knees to pray.

And as | watched her kneel by her bed,

| was certain He heard everything she said.

Phone(405)225-3434

Her favorite hymn was “The Last Mile of the Way."
She traveled that mile today. 5;) . %é /; é
As | stand on this lonesome red hill-

Trying to accept God's perfect will—

The battle rages still.

My mind tells me not to cry—

That she was old and ready to die.

| know she is with Will where she longed to be,
But my mind can't control the hurting in me,
So the battle ends with my heart having its way,
And | cry as we bury Grandma Higgins today.

“The Bank of Friendly Service”

D

Member F.D.I.C.

Grandma Higgins (lower right) and her 3 daughters
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(an article about a well-known edifice on Western Oklahoma Highway 183)
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POETRY

To lﬁes pread on the bare Wooden floor

thI In ‘easy reac of a waving fan.
ace envied by man

Lartr I|$ted by s ¥ron yrms

Daddy's arms, sleepy children were

Carried out Into coof darkness.

The Church js no longer there.

Even the buddlng IS gone.

The only reminagr s acarved stone
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Obeisance of native grass

CanoP|ed in sPIendor by a
orn lower blue sk

Bil owmd]whlte cIouds or
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10US soun S of nafture
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An occasmnal engine.

Peace revails, Ahappy lonesome ¢
An expectant calm ¢

Seems to be waiting. . .waiting.

f 'When The Roll Is Called Up Yonder."
Gospel song written byj. M Black. 1921



LANDMARKS (areprint of an article about a Weatherford church)
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hi IyriR (First Place winner in the Prose Humor category of the 1982 Eureka Springs Conference)

hen
0

aﬁle

by Bernadine F. Wells

~“Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammuni-

tion” was a popular song during World
War I1. It could have been m%/ mother’s
theme song when she played the organ in
our small “country church. If xou had
known my mother and watched her
during Sunday morning services, you
would agree she praised the Lord in a
most war-like manner.

When the sparrows scattered from the
steeple, we didn't know if they were
scared or if the rattling of the ‘rafters
shook them from their roostln(I; places.

As Mom rambled towards the organ,
clutching her cloth handbag, we heldour
breaths “until she straddled the small,
round stool. There wasn’t a stool made to
fit Mom’s posterior. _

She arrived early, as it took a Ion? time
toget all the stops 1pulled outto create just
the right sounds. Then she made sure her
feet were placed on the pedals in the
proper position and_ her knees spread far
enougih to give sufficient pressure to the
knee Tevers. , ,

Mom was ready to begin the minute the
Reverend Jackson walked to the podium,

U

> tngged

adjusted his spectacles, and gave_her his
quick nod. Her feet started pumpm?, her
Knees pushed in and out, and her stubby
flaners raced across the keys.

he louder the congre%atlon sang, the
faster Mom pumped, pushed, and rocked
on her little round stool. The perspiration
rolled from her brow, and when she gave a
certain wiggle, we knew it was also
trickling down her spine.

Sunday morning was the hlﬂhhght of
our week. It was Social as well ¢
itual-all because of Mom’s pumping and
pushing on that ittle orPan. Onthose rare
occasions when she slowed to a softer
melody, we could hear Mr. Jones’ collie
harmonizing from across the street. | was
In my teens efore | realized it was Rover
and not Miss Lena Wilson straining for
those high notes. _

There were also other special days,
such as weddings and funerals. The
church was overflowing on either oc-
casion. Weddings were festive, with rela-
tives and friends coming from throughout
the county. When Mom began pumping
and pushing, “Here Comes the Bride

as spir-

was never delivered with more sentiment.
She pushed, pumped, and wiggled on her
little stool until the bride and groom were
on their way to a long and happy married
life. At times, Mom 8Ot S0 carried away,
the bridal Rarty stood several minutes in
front of the altar until the Reverend
Jackson caught Mom’s attention and
3|anIed It was time to stop pumlpl_ng.

hen there were the funerals. Ifit were
possible for anyone to enjoy funerals, it
would have been my mother. She had a
special black dress and a small black hat
which she perched atop her gray hair.
One of her favorite hymns was “Nearer
My God to Thee.” She pumped and
Pushed in such adoleful fashion 1t caused
he bereaved family to mourn and weep
all the more, _
_Now that Mom has departed from this
life, I'm sure she managed to sneak in a
small organ somewhere up there. Oftenat
night when I'hear the rumble of thunder, |
know she’s shoved the harps to one side
and is Rumpl_ng while the heavenly choirs
sing “Alleluia.”



Humorand the Bible

by Dr. Tal D. Bonham
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PERSPECTIVES POETRY

HAVE LIFE us ¢ oo

The sun, the moon and the brilliant stars

Attest to the fact of a being on high that

Assures us a life where we’ll never die —

For those who love Him and obey His will of the
Christ who died for you and me on Calvary’s hill.

The earth that we walk on, the very sod,
Attests to the fact that there is a God,

A Superlative being with powers unknown
Watc_hln(t;, waiting on a Holy throne
Leaving the earth’s fate to His chosen Son
To complete the work He had well begun.

Man’s inhumanity to his fellow man_ _

Has been a sin that all must bear while man exists and
Flaunts his boastful ways for the world’s acclaim through
Many a day until the Lord in his wrath shall destroy by a blaze
A world corrupt until the latter days.

The earth, the grass, the air that we breathe,

The (l;orgeous sunset, the sky, and the trees —

All attest to the fact that there is one _
On high that assures us with Love that we need not die.
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PERSPECTIVES
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by Jane Janzen
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RELICS

New Methodist Church
IS built where Willia and
Edgar Watts once lived.

Reflections of the Ghost
of Martha Methodist Church

by Kate Jackson Lewis
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MEMORIES (ashort, short story)
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A sign —

it rame at dusk:

A pale snow owl

flew across the fence-row.

With wide wingspread it rose up
in half-light.

Dear one:

She lay at dusk,

At soul s release;

W ith freedom s wing she rose
"I o eternity and flew

In full-light.
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Come by ournew location, 301 W. Broadway.
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depository. We can meet all your banking needs.
We offer checking and savings accounts and our
loan oficers can help you with commercial loans,
installment loans, personal loans, and agriculture
loans.

With ourexcellent staffand computerized, in-
house processing we can meet all your banking
needs simply and efficiently. We are members of
FDIC and have been in operation since 1904.
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Member F.D.I.C.
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(a reminiscence about a frontier church)
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Ernie lived in Asia for 24 years and
worked as a foreign correspondent
and a war correspondent. But he
wanted to be the world’s oldest living
war correspondent, so he came back to
Oklahoma to sell insurance. If you
have an insurance problem, call Ernie

free of charge.

JUST DIAL FREE ON 1.800.522-4466

Earnest Hoberecht Insurance
100 WEST MAIN
WATONGA, OKLAHOMA

THE RAVEN
COMPANY

Doyle Jackson,
3501 E. Main, Weatherford, Oklahoma

“Wasting our resources is deplorable.
Neglecting our youth is unacceptable. -
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SPECIAL ITEMS FUTURE ISSUES

WINTER, 1984. WESTERN OKLAHQMA POLITICS, This
theme could breed some controversial. issues, but good taste

FALL, 1984. “Western Oklahoma’s Colorful Past.” Surely will be insisted upon. Articles on political theories as well as
there are some interesting tales that have never been told in Western Oklahoma politicians may be submitted. Deadline:
written form. Deadline: July 1, 1984. October 1, 1984.

SPRING, 1985. “Western Oklahoma’s Promise.” This issue “Eranti " Thic i
s & ponising possioiliy. for coniiutors Fneme Interre- feLrJSMME%fﬂ?ﬁ%efr@'}“\?\,rr\,/tvefteg? Qklapoma.  ThiS 'SgHﬁ
tation allows much creative flexibility. Deadline: Januar@ 1, %.o %Pép BN g rontiereV@estern f(?éhoma material.
1985, ee%ﬁﬁe: &prl 1, ES D.
WEth\eLr% 1gggtu r\é\lg?ttlecr FesO E?ehrg? astérriteigtsén'}i/l ugsrief i?ﬂ%’s aanrg
- 163, ) | alt Other projected future themes are “Famous Western
ceded o people or actvities related {0 the theme. Deadine kIahoml%%%l (Winter, 1965), and “Western Oklahoma Firsts”
pril 1, 1985, pring, 1960).
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