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Beyond the Soiled Curtain

Alyx Keyes

David and Beth Grant are the founders of a great organization  c a lled  P roject 
Rescue and they  team up w ith the Bombay Teen Challenge, in Bombay, India. Their lin e  
o f work is  m in istry  th at deals w ith g ir ls  o f a l l  ages being so ld  in to  sex  slavery . In 
1977, David and Beth received  a c a ll  around m idnight from K.K. Devaraj. He had led  
many church se rv ic e s  th ere  in Bombay and many of the women who attended would 
come up to  him and ask him to  take th e ir  ch ildren  from the b roth els. A fter hearing  
what K.K. Devaraj had to  say, David f e l t  th a t th is  is  where God had been c a llin g  him 
and h is w ife and what He had been preparing them to  do for a long tim e. K.K. Devaraj 
asked David and Beth i f  th ey  would s ta r t  a ch ildren's cen ter  th a t would take care of 
the ch ildren  th at come out of the horrib le  b ro th e ls there in Bombay. They im m edi­
a te ly  said  yes.

Beth had a husband named Brian before she met David, and he died when Beth was 
25. Brian and David had been friends for many years and when Brian died David would 
c a ll  Beth regu lar ly  to  check up on her to  see  i f  she needed anything and see  i f  she was 
doing a lr igh t. A fter nearly  a year of c a llin g  Beth, David prayed and to ld  God th a t i f  
i t  was h is w ill  for him to  sta y  s in g le  then he would be fin e  w ith that, but i f  not then  
he su ggested  Beth. He f e l t  th a t God was g iv in g  him the d esires  o f h is heart. Later 
th a t week he flew  out to  m eet w ith her in Philadelphia, and over lunch explained e v e ­
ryth ing  th a t he f e l t  God was t e l l in g  him about marring Beth and a l l  she said  was th at  
he was e n tit le d  to  h is opinion. Six months la te r  he o f f ic ia lly  proposed and the r e s t  
is  h istory .

Some cu ltu ra l d ifferen ces th a t David and Beth faced when they  moved to  Bombay 
were th e  value of a woman. Women in Bombay are trea ted  lik e  they are worth nothing. 
Most every g ir l e ith er  is  or has been involved  in sex slavery , weather i t  was th e ir  
ch o ice  or not. If a woman g e ts  married and does not have a l i t t l e  boy then her worth  
goes down because i f  her husband d ies then she would have no one to  carry on the  
fam ily  name. Women have to  cover th e ir  faces in public and i f  a woman is  widowed she 
is  not allow ed to  get rem arried. When David and Beth came to  Bombay i t  came as a 
shock to  a l l  the women who attended the se rv ic e s  th a t Beth rem arried a fter  her hus­
band died. Bombay women say th at when your husband d ies your id e n tity  is  lo s t . Af­
te r  a few se rv ic e s  th a t the Bombay Teen Challenge and p roject Rescue held, the view  
of how women should be trea ted  and be valued changed among the people o f Bombay. 
These two programs team ing up to g eth er  was a great thing. Church se rv ic e s  are held  
and th e  g ir ls  and th e ir  fa m ilies  are being taught about the word of God every chance
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they  get. People who attend  are som etim es s t i l l  in the b roth els o f Bombay. They have 
not rescued any teen s y e t  but they are s t i l l  a llow ed to  atten d  the se r v ic e s  as long as 
they  go s tr a ig h t back to  the b ro th el th ey  came from. Children as young as seven  
years of age g e t caught up in th is  sex  slavery  business.

A fa th er  and h is ten  year o ld  daughter from Nepal had a m eeting w ith a procurer. 
The procurer took  a look  at th e  l i t t l e  g ir l and to ld  the father she was very b eau tifu l 
and would do w ell. She loo ked  at the little girl and a ske d  her if she w o u ld  do w h a te v e r they w a n t­

ed her to do. The girl w a s  shy and hid behind her father. The fath er  was eager to  get the  
money and didn’t  r e a lly  care what would happen to  h is l i t t l e  g ir l. He began to  g e t  
fru stra ted  w ith the l i t t l e  g ir l  because she wouldn’t  answer th e  n ice lady. The lady  
ensured her and her fa th er  th a t the l i t t l e  g ir l  would have a prom ising job in the Bom­
bay fa cto ry  and th at she would make enough money to  never be in poverty  again and to  
a lso  be able to  send money back to  her fam ily  liv in g  in Nepal. The woman asked her 
one more tim e i f  she would be w illin g  to  do anything and f in a lly  the g ir l  nodded her 
head and said yes. From th a t poin t on the l i t t l e  g ir l, unknown to  her, was im m ediately  
shipped to  Bombay and began working on the s tr e e ts  as a ten  year old  p r o s t itu te  never  
to  see  her fam ily  again and liv ed  in th e  w orst of con d ition s. She had very l i t t l e  food  
and no money what so ever. Parents lik e  th ese  s e l l  7,000-9,000 daughters a year in to  
sex s la v ery  in Bombay, India. Others get drawn in to  sex  s lavery  by how i t  is  p er­
ceived . There are b illb oard s and ad vertisem en ts a l l  around making p r o stitu tio n  look  
fun and e x c itin g  and a p lace w ith a lo t  of money, so many young teen agers see  th a t and 
g e t sucked in to  i t .  L itt le  do they know what is  r e a lly  in s to r e  for them.

Throughout th is  book I have learned what a c tu a lly  goes on around me, w ithout 
having to  go to  th ese  kinds of p laces. It is  people lik e  David and Beth Grant th a t we 
need more of. To show th e  love  of Christ and to  genuinely  care about o th ers and to  
l is t e n  to  what God is  p lacin g  on a ll  o f our hearts. I am so insp ired  by th e ir  sto ry  to  
h op efu lly  la te r  on in l if e ,  go to  a p lace lik e  Bombay, India and help w ith the sex slave  
trade going on worldwide. P roject Rescue is  a great lin e  o f m in istry  and I only hope 
th a t I can help in any way I can. I attended a c o lle g e  ca lled  James River Leadership  
C ollege, and during my tim e there, the stu d en ts and I go t a chance to  a c tu a lly  m eet 
David Grant .He p erson a lly  to ld  us h is  s to r y  of how he met Beth, how th ey  f e l l  in love, 
and how P roject Rescue go t started . It was r e a lly  co o l to  see  h is passion  for m ission s  
and g e tt in g  g ir ls  and ch ild ren  out o f sex s la v ery  in stead  of ju st reading about i t .
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