S i [@ SU SWOSU Sayre Student Anthology

Volume 1

Issue 3 Sayre Student Anthology 2013 Article 13

February 2019

Discovering Life

DeShawna Smyth

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student anthology

Recommended Citation

Smyth, DeShawna (2019) "Discovering Life," SWOSU Sayre Student Anthology: Vol. 1 : Iss. 3, Article 13.
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology/voll/iss3/13

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Monographs at SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in SWOSU
Sayre Student Anthology by an authorized editor of SWOSU Digital Commons. An ADA compliant document is available upon request. For more

information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.


https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology/vol1?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology/vol1/iss3?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology/vol1/iss3/13?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/sayre_student_anthology/vol1/iss3/13?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fsayre_student_anthology%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu

Discovering Life

By DeShawna Smyth

I was bom in Cbaremore, Okbahoma, at 1:47 a.m. on December 23, 1985. My mother was a waitress and single. My father was in the wind,

somewhere in Texas. | always wonderedwhat my Cife would be bike if | had been raisedby myfather, or by both myparents.

Life with my mother was not great. 'We had movedad over Oklahoma and bandedin 2Tok City when | wasfour years obd. My grandparents
were my reabrobe modebs. And even though they bovedme very much, | stibbhadan emptyfeebing in my bife. Ifirst started boohingfor myfather two
days after my thirteenth birthday. Ifound the numberfor aguy with the exact same name as myfather; the onby difference was that he bivedin

Ohio. | diabedthe number anyway. | tabbedto the manfor an hour or so. In the end, he was not the man | was boohingfor. This gave me hope though.

I soon was introduced to the internet. | woubdsearch endbessbyfor my father’ address, orphone number, court records, AJiyTJ-blJsfCj that
coubdbeadme to him.. 'Every website neededme topay, or be eighteen, to obtain the information | needed. This was hopebess. | woubdneverfind any-
thing on myfather. Maybe he didntwant to befound. Lordknows the chibdsupport agency triedtofind him and coubdnt. '"When | went, into foster

care, the D3HASworkers woubdtry tofind him, without success. | gave up.

I was abmost eighteen when | met a Sargent in the mibitary. JCe said he coubdhebpmefind myfather. | chuckled mid told linn logo ahead,
but I wasntgoing to hobdmy breath. Jbenever didsucceedinfinding the DavidDavis that | was bookingfor. It was like tIm man novel existed. Ml

| wanted, to know was why he beft, if he knew about me, if he bovedme. To me this seemedsuch a smabbrequest, something evei ¥ get son desei ved the

answers to.
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Il warn't until the summer 0/2011 that Ifoundwhat I was Cookingfor. I had been watching the show 7%elocatoron TV. This man wouCd
1unite famiCies orfin d sihCings orparents in adoption cases, andmost importantCy hefoundparentsfor chddren who hadnever met them! As soon
i(s I found how to contact him, | did | sent Troy the Locator an emadexpCaining my situation andwhat | desperateCy wanted It onCy took afew
daysfor him to reply, and the message wasn't one | wanted to hear. Me gave me some tips on Locating myfather, hut said he couCdnot heCp me with

my endeavor.

That day, | randomCy searched his name again. This time Ifound a Link that stated he had a son and an ex-wife. | went right to my face-
hookpage. Ifirst searchedfor the son’'s name, Sam Davis. | came across severaCwith that name and emaiCedthem aCCasking if they were the son
that I was Cookingfor. The Cast Sam that | chickedon,just so happenedto have a mother namedTina, the same name that was Listedas Davids ex-
wifel My (god, | had actuaCCyfound them! | sent both Tina andSam an emadasking if they couCdhe the right ones. It onCy took a coupCe of hoursfor
Tina to reply! She knew exactly who | was andhadbeen Cookingfor me too! | had a sister namedMary, a brother namedCoCt, and another brother
named Sam! They had been trying tofindme forfive years! It would be another six months before | actuaCCy taCkedto myfather, andsix months

after that before | actuaCCy met him.

Me answeredevery question | had. Me Left because he thought that I was not his chdd Me andmy mother didnot get aCong that weCC, and
couCdnot continue the reCationship as it was. 'But in the end, he said he couCdnot deny that | was his daughter. After &C | did Cookjust Like him,

andmy sister andl couCdbe twins!

My father and]l stiCCtaCk every now and then; we text or face book each other. | have a new step-mother now. My dad actuaCCy askedfor
my advice on when to tie the knot! My sister and| are as cCose as any sisters wouCdbe, my brothers and| wrest@& and tease and| have a beautifuC
niece that I Cove very much! I do have two younger brothers on my mother’s side as weCC. | can’'t imagine Life without this bigfamdy that | have

now!

(Names Have been changed!in this story, toprotect the individualsprivacy.)
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