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Learning New Things

By Jakota Ford

Learning new tflings can be a very exciting, yet scary experience. One oftfie hardest tflings I've ever hadto cCowas Cearn flaw
togrow up. 'When I was a child, | hadtogrow up a Cotsooner than the rest ofmyfriends did | becamepregnant at the age of

15. The main things Ifiguredout during myjourney ofbecoming an aduCt at the age of15 with a childare to maintain ajob,
staying in school andalways doing what is bestfor your chiCd

When Ifoundoutl waspregnantl realizedthatl wouldhave toget ajob. | couldn'tjustget a summerjob and bCow it offwhen
schoolcame around hike the rest ofmyfriends could | hadto maintain thejob sol couldprovidefor my child Ifound out that
there's not manyplaces that wiCChire a teenager without a (gBD or high schooldiploma, and considering | was stillin high

school | hadnot yetreceivedeither ofthose. So, I took what |l couldget at the time andkept my headup aslIfinishedhigh
school

Staying in schoolwasprobably one ofthe biggest life lessons | have (earnedgrowing up. While | was huntingfor ajob I realized
thatl couldn'tgetveryfar without education, andwith a childon the way alll couldthink about was | goodjob. Since I found
out thatl waspregnant |l have wantednothing more than to give my daughter the life she deserved The life | never had So, I

stuck to it, as there were goodandbadtimes, andlfinally graduatedhigh school That was when I knew | had to go to college
andbetter myselfsol couldgive her everything she wanted

JAnother one ofthe biggest things | have learnedaboutgrowing up as apregnant teenager, is always do whats bestfor your
child. No matter what the circumstances, always do what w illbenefit your child '‘Because ofmy daughter | have graduated

high school enlisted in the Oklahoma National(guard, andam now in college. So manypeople these days start to believe that
they cannot make it and turn to drugs or down other wrongpaths such as that.

Asidefrom everything | have been through, I chose thepath | took andl have made my own decisions. | believe that my
daughter changedmefor the better andevery day | live to better myselffor her. yes, | hadher at a very young age, but she
has made me who Il am toddy andl am so thankfulshe wasput into my life, (growing up is a very scary experience especially

when your doing it with a childon your own,just remember to always keep your headup.
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