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A t  H o m e  a n d  A b r o a d : É o w y n 's  

T w o - f o l d  F i g u r i n g  a s  W a r  

B rid e i n  T h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  R i n g s

M e l i s s a  S m i t h

R a i s e d  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y  of g rea t w arrio rs, in  a society  th a t h as tau g h t 
.her to  g lo rify  the  battle -arts , Eow yn, L ady  of R ohan, seem s an  u n lik e ly  choice 

as a p a rtic ip an t in  The Lord o f the R ings' single rom an tic  storyline. N oble, cold, 
an d  stern, she desires to  fin d  death , n o t to  ren ew  life; she searches for glory, n o t 
healing . Yet, am id  th e  carnage a n d  hope lessness of com bat in  The Return o f the 
King, J.R.R. Tolkien develops a cou rtsh ip  cen te red  on  E ow yn, one th a t is 
u ltim a te ly  im b u ed  w ith  th e  sam e w artim e  e thos th a t su rro u n d e d  th e  yo u n g  
w om en  of W orld  W ars I an d  II.1 E ow yn, sh ie ld -m aiden  of th e  R ohirrim , and  
Faram ir, a fo rm er cap ta in  n ew ly  succeeded  to  th e  title  of S tew ard  of G ondor, 
figu re  p rin c ip a lly  in  w h a t is p o p u la r ly  te rm ed  a "w artim e  rom ance" —a 
re la tio n sh ip  characterized  by  an  accelerated  in tim acy  a ttr ib u ted  to  th e  p ressu res  
an d  fears of w ar, in c lu d in g  the u n c e rta in ty  of p ro lo n g ed  separa tion  an d  death . 
A s Tolkien constructs it, how ever, E ow yn 's a ttachm en ts  are n o t so sim plistically  
b inary : A ragorn , son of A ra tho rn , h as  also a ttrac ted  h e r  affections, c rea ting  a 
system  th a t ac tu a lly  allow s for a com prehensive  rep resen ta tio n  of th e  several 
incarna tions of the  W orld  W ars ' "w a r b rides."  E ow yn 's respective re la tionsh ip s 
w ith  A rag o rn  an d  F aram ir th u s  cast h e r in  th e  d u a l ro les of w ar b ride-le ft-beh ind  
an d  foreign  w ar b ride , an d  w h ile  com parison  of h e r  experiences w ith  the 
courtsh ip , m arriage , a n d  assim ilation  experiences of w om en  in  th e  w ar-to rn  
tw en tie th  cen tu ry  reveal h e r  to  be  a nega tive  exam ple  of th e  form er, she  is clearly, 
for Tolkien, a positive exem plar of th e  latter.

T hough  n o t u su a lly  p in p o in ted  as a social issue in  p a s t p e rio d s of 
in te rn a tio n a l w arfare , th e  p rinc ip les th a t lie b e h in d  th e  concept of th e  "w ar 
b rid e"  m ake  it a tim eless a n d  w o rld -en co m p ass in g  p h e n o m e n o n —p erh a p s  every

1 The influence of the events and atmosphere of the two World Wars upon the works of 
J.R.R. Tolkien has been extensively investigated. He has even been classed, by Brian 
Rosebury, Croft tells us, w ith the "killed war poets," a group that included Wilfred Owen 
and Edmund Blunden, because of thematic similarities amongst their works (qtd. in  Croft 
13). Of the many analyses of the war's influence on Tolkien that are available, perhaps the 
best source is Janet Brennan Croft's War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien— though war brides 
do not enter her discussion.
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b it as o ld  as th e  sp an  of h u m a n  histo ry .2 Yet th e  te rm  "w ar b rid e"  is itself a 
re la tive ly  n ew  one, seem ing  to  rise  in to  p rom inence  in  th e  social a n d  cu ltu ra l 
u p h eav a ls  of th e  F irst W orld  W ar th a t Tolkien experienced  so in tim ately . Indeed , 
th e  first c itation  of th e  te rm 's  u se  in  the  Oxford English D ictionary— a pro ject th a t 
fam ously  p ro v id e d  Tolkien w ith  h is first p o s t-w ar job3 (research ing  for the W s, 
n o  less [Gilliver, M arsha ll & W einer 7 ])—is d a te d  1918, the year th e  G rea t W ar 
e n d e d  ("W ar"). O ED  aside, the te rm  ap p ea rs  o ften  in  th e  lite ra tu re  an d  even  in  
th e  p o p  cu ltu re  of th e  tim e. W riting  d u rin g  th e  F irst W orld  W ar, for exam ple, a 
w o m an  n a m e d  R u th  W olfe Fuller, w hose  h u sb a n d  w as d ra f ted  in to  th e  U n ited  
S tates a rm y  tw o  m o n th s  after th e ir m arriage , su b titled  h e r  b rie f rem iniscences, 
"T he E xperiences of a W ar B ride." Even earlier, in  S eptem ber of 1914, a sho rt 
p la y  en titled  "W ar B rides" w as w ritten  by  M arion  C raig  W en tw orth  an d  w as 
s taged  for th e  first tim e in  Jan u ary  of 1915 (W entw orth  6). D eta iling  the  choices of 
w om en  in a w ar-to rn  country, W entw orth 's  d ram a  en joyed  som e no tab le  success 
in  the clim ate of the  tim es. L ittle d iffe ren t is th e  clim ate of th e  Second W orld  W ar; 
th e  te rm  "w ar b rid e"  su rfaced  rep ea ted ly  in  th e  m ed ia , in  m ov ies like I Was a 
Male War Bride (1949), s ta rrin g  C ary  G ran t, a n d  in  p o p u la r  rad io  show s, like 
"F ibber M cG ee a n d  M olly." In  one ep isode  of "F ibber M cG ee," a ired  on  3 M arch 
1941, F ibber receives a le tte r in fo rm ing  h im  th a t h e  is to  rep o rt for in d u c tio n  in to  
th e  arm y, as h e  h a s  b een  d ra fted  in to  th e  A rm ed  Services. A lth o u g h  th e  le tter 
tu rn s  o u t to  be a copy  of h is  o rig inal W orld  W ar O ne d ra f t notice, F ibber is 
convinced  th ro u g h o u t th e  ep iso d e  of th e  le tte r 's  co n tem p o ra ry  authenticity . 
U p o n  h ea rin g  of h e r  h u sb a n d 's  seem ing  re-call in to  th e  arm y, h is  w ife M olly  
cries, " Im ag ine  me! A  w ar bride! A gain!" M olly 's d ism ay  a t th e  p ro sp ec t of a 
rep e titio n  of h e r  experiences confirm s th a t th e  p rev ious w a r h a d  p ro d u ced  a 
social figu re  th a t w as be in g  recogn izab ly  rep ro d u ced  in  1941. W ar b rid es  from  
M olly 's g enera tion  even  saw  en o u g h  com m on experience be tw een  them selves 
an d  the n ew  b rid e s  to  in tro d u ce  them selves on  those  te rm s —one n ew ly w ed  from  
L ondon  w ho  h a d  m a d e  C an ad a  h e r  n ew  ho m e w ro te , "I recall th a t th e  d ay  after I 
a rriv ed  a fr ien d  of m y  h u sb an d 's  fam ily  cam e to  call. She to ld  m e th a t she h a d  
b een  a w ar b rid e  from  the  firs t W orld  W ar" (H ibbert 147).

O f th e  tw o  w aves of new lyw eds, th e  focus of research  genera lly  ten d s  to 
th e  w ar b rid es of W W II because  of th e  g rea te r scope of the  p h en o m en o n  d u rin g  
th is t im e —w ar b rid es w ere  d o cu m en ted  as en te rin g  A m erica from  over fifty 
d iffe ren t countries, in c lu d in g  n ea rly  30,000 from  G rea t B ritain  (S hukert & 
Scibetta 2), bo th  d u rin g  an d  after the  w ar. By accep ting  th e  defin itions of a w ar

2 As but one example, in  an article examining Roman-Barbarian marriages in  the late 
Empire (about 250-550 CE), Blockley notes that, of the thirty-three connubial unions he 
lists, "Most involve military men, who, by the nature of their careers, are mobile" (Blockley 
71).
3 Tolkien worked for the OED from 1919 to 1921 (Crabbe 16).
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b rid e  as p ro v id ed  b y  R u th  F uller an d  th e  OED, it can  be ju d g e d  th a t these  w ar 
b rid e s  genera lly  be lo n g ed  to  one of tw o  categories: th e  n ew ly w ed  w ife left in  the 
h o m e lan d  by  th e  soldier, as R u th  F u ller defines herse lf (Fuller 6), o r a b rid e  of 
fo reign  o rig in  m a rrie d  after a necessarily  h a s ty  eng ag em en t to  a serv icem an  of 
th e  occupying , u su a lly  friendly, co un try  (S hukert & Scibetta 2). The sligh tly  
derisive  conno ta tion  sad d led  u p o n  the  te rm  "w ar b r id e "4 em erg ed  from  the 
w id esp read  p o p u la r ity  of these  la tte r " lig h tn in g  m arriages"  (19) d u rin g  the 
w a r—h a s ty  alliances m a d e  attrac tive  to  na tiv e  y o u n g  w om en  b y  th e  w ar-crea ted  
sho rtage  of m arriag eab le  m en  an d  to so ld iers b y  th e  loneliness of be in g  ab ro ad  
(G lenn 60). W hile the  m otive for th e  m arria g e  m a y  h av e  a p p e a re d  questionab le  
to  an  o ld er gen era tio n  w ith  m ore  trad itio n a l cou rtsh ip  id ea ls5 (and  w ho, w ith  the 
character of H ed w ig  in  W entw orth 's  "W ar B rides," w o u ld  p ro b ab ly  h ave  said, 
"You m ak e  a m ock of m a rr ia g e !"—lines 270-71), "[t]im e w as p rec ious for lovers 
w h o  m ad e  th e  m o s t of ev ery  m in u te  [...] before  one or bo th  h a d  to  re tu rn  to 
sh ips o r p lan es or sta tions to  figh t th e  w ar aga in" (S hukert & Scibetta 18). Tolkien 
w as aw are  of an d  u n d e rs to o d  th is trend , exp la in ing  in  response  to  a criticism  of 
F aram ir an d  E ow yn 's to o -sp eed y  courtsh ip : "In  m y  experience feelings and  
decisions r ip en  v ery  qu ick ly  (as m easu red  b y  m ere  'c lock-tim e ', w h ich  is ac tua lly  
n o t ju s tly  applicable) in  p e rio d s of g rea t stress, an d  especially  u n d e r  the 
expecta tion  of im m in en t d ea th "  (Letters 324). T his su m m ary  d irectly  defines the 
p sycho logy  of w artim e  m arriag es th a t p ro d u ced  th e  w ar b rid es of W W I a n d  II.

E ow yn 's first fig u rin g  as a w ar b rid e  is as th e  be loved  w ife left alone in 
th e  so ld ier's  lan d  of orig in . A lthough  n o t A rago rn 's  w ife ,6 th e  rep resen ta tio n  of 
th is in itia l re la tio n sh ip  is p o rtray ed  th ro u g h  th e  in terac tions of th e  tw o  w hile 
A rag o rn  sojourns a t D u n h a rro w  before p ass in g  th ro u g h  the P a th s  of the  D ead .7

4 Some women have expressed a preference for the term "international bride," finding "war 
bride" to be derogatory (Houston 1). "War bride" is used throughout this paper precisely 
because of the baggage, both derogatory and romanticized, that the term carries w ith it. It 
is also useful because it defines at once both of Eowyn's roles.
5 According to Joyce Hibbert, the majority of war brides were in  their twenties. One 
woman, though a little older than the majority, still tells of a conservative English village's 
shocked reaction: "[M]y fast-moving courtship caused quite a stir [...]. The villagers 
thought I'd taken leave of m y senses!" (Hibbert 22).
6 Apropos to this argument is the fact that "[f]or some time while writing this part of The 
Lord of the Rings Tolkien intended that Aragorn and Eowyn should marry" (Hammond & 
Scull 406).
7 Critics have put several faces on Eowyn's love. Part of Aragorn's attractiveness is 
obviously his heroic stature. In explanation, Siegfried Sassoon's "Glory of Women" 
criticizes, "You love us w hen we're heroes, home on leave / Or w ounded in  a mentionable 
place. /  You worship decorations; you believe / That chivalry redeems the war's disgrace" 
(lines 1-4). A slight twist to this idea is Croft's argument that Eowyn's feelings are also 
typical of the kinds of homoerotic, non-physical "crushes" experienced by soldiers in  the
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First World War. "Handsome young soldiers were attractive in  part because they were 
doomed," she reports, and "sometimes the lower ranks had hero-worshipping crushes on 
their officers as well" (Croft 52). Faramir suspects this as well, and he theorizes to Eowyn, 
"[A]s a great captain m ay to a young soldier he seemed to you admirable" (LotR VI:5 943).

M elissa Sm ith

T he W hite  L ady 's reactions a t tim es m irro r those  of R u th  Fuller, w hose  h u sb a n d  
is called  aw ay  to  tra in in g  cam p, an d  th en  France, d u rin g  W W I. F u rther 
com parisons can be  d ra w n  w ith  th e  experiences of E d ith  Tolkien, w h o m  Tolkien 
m a rrie d  "sh o rtly  before  h e  w as p o sted  to F rance" (C roft 14) on  22 M arch  1916.8 
E ow yn  receives the  n ew s of A rago rn 's  perilo u s p ro p o sed  jo u rn ey  in  m u ch  the 
sam e m an n e r th a t F u ller accepts th e  n ew s of h e r  h u sb an d 's  recru itm en t: shock, 
fo llow ed  b y  a fr igh ten ing  in te rn a l struggle . L ady  E ow yn stares a t A rago rn  "as 
one th a t is stricken" an d  goes w h ite  u p o n  h e a rin g  of h is  p lans . T h o u g h  she 
confides h e r  fears to  n o  one, she is la te r observed  to be in  a "g rea t to rm en t of 
m in d "  (LotR  V:2 766). Sim ilarly, F u ller recalls an  overall feeling  of "help lessness" 
concern ing  th e  d ifficu lt decision  she is forced to  m a k e —sh o u ld  she an d  h e r 
h u sb a n d  claim  exem ption?9—in  th e  face of th e  "m ass of conflicting em otions" 
w h ich  bese t h e r  (Fuller 4-5). E ow yn 's to rm en t is a ttr ib u ted  to  h e r  fear, n o t on ly  
th a t A rag o rn  w ill nev er re tu rn  from  h is  endeavor, b u t also th a t th e  course h e  is 
choosing  w ill n o t b rin g  h im  h o n o r; she begs h im  in s tead  to  r id e  b o ld ly  to  battle  
(LotR  V:2 766). F u ller is also in te rested  in  the  g lo ry  of h e r h u sb an d : she an d  h e r 
h u sb a n d  u ltim a te ly  choose n o t to  claim  exem ption  because  to  do  so w o u ld  be  a 
"com prom ise  w ith  h o n o r"  (Fuller 5).

T he w om en  are  also u n ite d  in  th e ir desire  to  accom pany  th e ir loved  one, 
an d  aga in  jo ined  in  th e ir g rief a t b e in g  p a rte d  from  h im . E ow yn p leads, "L ord  
[...] if you  m u s t go, th en  le t m e  rid e  in  y o u r fo llow ing. For I am  w ea ry  of 
sk u lk ing  in  th e  hills, a n d  w ish  to  face peril in  ba ttle ."  A rago rn  refuses h e r w ish , 
rep ly ing , "Y our d u ty  is w ith  your peop le" (LotR  V:2 766-67).10 In d eed , th e  ro le of 
th e  w ar b rid e  a t ho m e is to  set aside  g rief an d  "ca rry  on" sing le-handed ly , as 
E ow yn  does in  h e r  w atch  over h e r  peop le , p rese rv in g  as closely as possib le  the 
s ta tu s  quo. W h en  h e r  k ing  inqu ires  h o w  she fares, E ow yn  replies, "All is w ell. 
[...] All is n o w  o rdered , as you  see. A n d  yo u r lo d g in g  is p rep a red  for you" (V:3

8 Several commentators attribute the timing of Tolkien's marriage to the permeating 
wartime mood. Croft goes inside Tolkien's head, claiming he must have been motivated by 
an awareness of the possibility of his death in battle (14), while John Garth notes the 
outward signs: "He had grasped the urgency of the moment, as his official graduation, his 
attempt at publication, and his marriage ah demonstrate" (131).
9 Fuller is probably referring to the Conscription Act of 1917, under which "men with 
dependents were specifically exempted by law" from the draft (Jacobs & Gallagher 10).
10 Aragorn is not being merely dismissive. He implies that he, too, is denying his own 
desires in  order to perform what he knows to be his duty: "I do not choose paths of peril, 
Eowyn. Were I to go where m y heart dwells, far in  the North I would now be wandering in 
the fair valley of Rivendell" (LotR V:2 766).
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778). Fuller, too, canno t b ear to  be p a rte d  from  h e r  h u sb a n d , a n d  tak in g  a job in  
B oston to  be  n e a r  h is  tra in in g  cam p, she m u s t still b id  h im  a p e rm a n e n t farew ell 
as h e  crosses th e  ocean  for F rance. She is de te rm ined , how ever, to "d o  h e r  b it"  
(Fuller 31), a llow ing  herse lf on ly  a m in u te  or tw o for tea rs  an d  im m ed ia te ly  
em b ark in g  u p o n  a so rt of p riv a te  m ission  in  h e r  invo lvem en t w ith  the  R ed  C ross 
(42) an d  e n d u rin g  in  h e r day -to -d ay  existence (35). Still, ho w ev er b u sy  th ey  
m ig h t be, the  lonely  w om en  h u n g e r  for n ew s of th e  action  an d  th e ir loved  ones. 
E ow yn  te rm s h e r  iso lation  an  exile (LotR  V:2 766) a n d  listens eagerly  to  the 
descrip tions of th e  battles a n d  of h e r  re la tives ' d eed s  as re la ted  to  h e r  by  
A rago rn 's  m en  (765). L ikew ise, F u ller p lans w ith  h e r  h u sb a n d  for th e  sen d in g  of 
cab leg ram s before  h e  even  d ep a rts  (Fuller 25) a n d  com es to re ly  u p o n  th em  to 
m ak e  F rance seem  "n o t so fa r aw ay" (41). M o tiva ted  b y  a sim ilar sen tim ent, 
Tolkien "a d o p te d  a code of do ts"  w h ich  a llow ed  h im  to com m unicate  h is 
location  to  E d ith  w h ile  she, in  h e r  tu rn , " traced  h is  m o v em en ts  on  a la rge  m ap  
p in n e d  to  th e  w all" (G arth  144). E ow yn 's vigil u p o n  th e  w alls of M inas T irith, 
w a itin g  for A rago rn 's  re tu rn , is also a reflection  of th is w ar b rid e  characteristic. 
"D oes n o t th e  Black G ate lie yonder?" she asks Faram ir, d em o n s tra tin g  her 
fa ith fu l w atchfu lness, "A nd m u s t h e  n o t n o w  be  com e th ither?  I t is seven days 
since h e  ro d e  aw ay" (LotR  VI:5 940). T his anxiety, as all th ree  w om en  
dem onstra te , is th e  fate of th e  w ar bride.

A lth o u g h  E ow yn, as w e h ave  seen, rep resen ts  w h a t w e m ig h t call the 
A nglo-Saxon eq u iv a len t of a m o d e rn  h o m eb o u n d  w ar b ride , she fails to  be  an 
ex em p lary  one. R u th  F uller m e a n t h e r  book as a p rescrip tio n  to  w om en  dealing  
w ith  w artim e  separa tion  from  th e ir spouses: "[T]he women of th e  C o u n try  [have] 
a v e ry  defin ite  an d  necessary  p a r t to p lay ; th ey  [are] to  m a in ta in  o p tim ism  an d  
courage, keep in g  th e  L am p  of In sp ira tio n  tr im m ed "  (Fuller 14-15), she opines, 
dec la ring  also the  "g rea t n eed  for cheery  courage  a n d  patrio tic  loyalty  am o n g  the 
w o m en" to  b u o y  u p  th e  confidence of th e  as yet am ateu r so ld iers (18). "M orale  is 
a w om an 's business,"  concurs a sm iling  face on  a W W II adv ertisem en t in  N ew  
Z ea lan d  (M ontgom erie  24). T hus, w h ile  th e ir m en  w ag ed  physica l battles, 
w om en  b a ttled  th e  in tang ib le , sp iritu a l foes of uncerta in ty : fa lling  sp irits , an d  the 
stra in  of he lp less an tic ipation . E ow yn 's experiences,11 tem p eram en t,12 an d

11 It is easier to be sympathetic to Eowyn's plight when one considers her situation. She is 
an orphan, raised by m en in  a warrior society where being male is the norm, and she is 
trained in battle arts but forbidden to fight (Rogers & Rogers 109). While playing the
"ignoble" part of waiting upon an uncle who is decaying into a "mean dishonored dotage," 
she is also continually subjected to the "poison" of Wormtongue, who is cunningly twisting 
the words of his master: "Dotard! What is the house of Eorl but a thatched barn where brigands 
drink in the reek, and their brats roll on the floor among their dogs?" (LotR V:8 849). Wormtongue 
is guilty on two counts, this "son of lechery" having lusted after Eowyn as she grew in
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beauty (509). "Such a reaction from such a person can make a young woman feel 
downright dirty," suggest Deborah and Ivor Rogers (109).
12 Gandalf observes to Eomer, "[S]he, born in the body of a maid, had a spirit and courage 
at least the match of yours" (LotR V:8 848-49). She is also "fearless and high-hearted" (III:6 
512), and describes herself as one who "cannot lie in sloth, idle, caged" (VI:5 938). 
Agreeing, Lynnette Porter calls her "a woman of action; being patient and passive is 
difficult for her in the best of times and certainly not wartime," citing Eowyn's desire to 
help in  the Houses of Healing (Porter 95).

M elissa Sm ith

desires13 are  in  d irec t o p position  to com pliance w ith  th is m o d e  of th ink ing , an d  
w ith  nega tive  resu lts . She b itte rly  com plains of h e r  lot: "Shall I a lw ays be left 
b e h in d  w h en  th e  R iders d epart, to  m in d  the h o u se  w hile  th ey  w in  renow n , and  
fin d  food  an d  b ed s w h en  they  re tu rn ?"  (LotR  V:2 767). H ere, she a n d  E d ith  find  
in  com m on th e ir re luctance  to  p u t  u p  a p lu ck y  fagade. E dith , sh u n ted  from  
v illage to  v illage14 a n d  finally  fed  u p  w ith  h e r  c ircum stances, w h ich  n o w  
in c lu d ed  a n e w  baby, called  h e rs  a "m iserab le  w an d e rin g  hom eless so rt of life" 
(qtd. in G arth  246). E ow yn 's o w n  p o w erfu l expressions of d iscon ten t are  n o t 
beneficial to  A rago rn 's  sp irits. In stead , h e  is g rea tly  tro u b le d —"[H ]e k issed  h e r 
h a n d  a n d  [...] ro d e  away, an d  d id  n o t look back; a n d  on ly  those  w ho  k n ew  h im  
w ell an d  w ere  n e a r  to h im  saw  th e  p a in  th a t h e  bo re" (LotR  V:2 768). She also 
a ttem p ts  to  d iv e rt h im  from  h is  du ty ,15 calling  h is  quest to  seek th e  P a th s of the 
D ead  "m ad n ess"  (766). E d ith  too, seem s to  find  m ore  to  be  th an k fu l for in 
T olkien's convalescence th a n  in  h is  m ilita ry  service — "E very  d a y  in  b ed  m eans 
an o th e r d a y  in  E n g lan d ,"16 she rem in d ed  h im  (qtd . in  G arth  232). E ow yn la ter 
ab an d o n s  h e r  p lace w ith  h e r people , seek ing  h o n o r of h e r ow n  on  the 
battle fie ld ,17 w h ereas F u ller finds h e r  little du ties  as an  a rm y  H ostess exh ilara ting  
(Fuller 20) a n d  reg a rd s  it as h e r  ob ligation  to  sen d  h e r  h u sb a n d  aw ay  w ith  a

13 Probably because of the former two, Eowyn desires a glorious death in battle, which has 
been attributed on Tolkien's part to the Anglo-Saxon basis for Rohirric culture (see 
Dickerson 37). She also desires the unattainable love of Aragorn, which is synonymous 
w ith her first desire, since, as Aragorn says, "[I]n me she loves only a shadow and a 
thought: a hope of glory and great deeds, and lands far from the fields of Rohan" (LotR V:8 
849).
14 In two years, Edith and her cousin, Jennie Grove, had lived in  22 different sets of 
lodgings while following Tolkien from camp to camp (Garth 246).
15 For a discussion of Eowyn (and Arwen) as a female temptress, see Petty, 59.
16 Sassoon again casts aspersions upon such sentiments in a poem bitingly called "Their 
Frailty": "He's got a Blighty wound. He's safe; and then / War's fine and bold and bright. / 
She can forget the doomed and prisoned men / Who agonize and fight" (lines 1-4).
17 Even on the battlefield, Eowyn contends w ith purely spiritual foes. "The Nazgul whom 
she destroys is not a mortal being," comments Dickerson in  Following Gandalf. "[I]t is not a 
physical enemy—but a spiritual foe: a wraith" (30). Like Sauron, the power of the Nazgul 
seems to be in  the despair it creates in  the hearts of those in  its proximity (143), and despair 
was probably a feeling many war brides contended with, metaphorically, at home.
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sm ile (9). P e rh ap s d e lv in g  in to  h is o w n  w ife's d isco n ten ted  experiences for 
in sp ira tion , Tolkien, w ho  w o u ld  p rob ab ly  claim  a long  w ith  C.S. L ew is th a t he  
h a d  no  in s id e r kn o w led g e  of " th e  m yste ries  of th e  Bona D ea" or h e r  do ings 
d u rin g  w artim e  (C arpen te r 153), seem s to  reflect on  th e  h a rd sh ip s  an d  ill effects 
of fem ale pass iv ity  in  h is  stern  L ad y  of R ohan. Eow yn, in  h e r pe tu lan ce  and  
reluctance  to  accep t h e r  role, is c learly  n o t th e  m o d e l w ar b rid e  ty p ified  b y  R u th  
Fuller.18

T hough  u nsuccessfu l as th e  w a r b ride-le ft-beh ind , Tolkien offers E ow yn 
a second  chance to  d is tin g u ish  herself, th is  tim e as an  "in te rn a tio n a l"  w ar bride, 
th ro u g h  h e r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  Faram ir. U nlike th e  w ar b rid es  th a t w aved  g o o d ­
bye as the ir h u sb a n d s  w ere  p o sted  overseas, fo reign  w ar b rid es w ere  n o t forced 
to  experience to th e  sam e deg ree  th e  dem o ra liz in g  pass iv ity  th a t caused  so m u ch  
d ifficu lty  for E ow yn  in  h e r  re la tionsh ip  w ith  A ragorn . H e r n e w  role caters 
in s tead  to h e r  streng ths, req u irin g  the  in trep id  sp irit a n d  d esire  for ac tiv ity  so 
p ro m in en t in  h e r  character. A  s tu d y  of Japanese  w ar b rid e s  n o ted  th a t "m an y  of 
th e  w om en  h a d  show n  a taste  for in d ep en d en ce  before  [their] m arriage[s]"  to 
A nglo  so ld iers in  Jap an  (G lenn 61). T his is certa in ly  tru e  of Eow yn, w hose  w ar 
d eed s a n d  d isobedience dem o n s tra te  a hunger, ra th e r th an  a m ere  taste, for 
independence . T he position  of th e  Japanese  g irls is, of course, rev ersed  in  The 
Return o f the King; E ow yn  h as en te red  F aram ir's  co u n try  in  th e  n am e  of war, 
ra th e r th an  h e  hers , b u t th e  cou rtsh ip  be tw een  th e  tw o  neverthe less  h a s  m an y  
sim ilarities to  d escrip tions of courtsh ip  as experienced  b y  y o u n g  so ld iers an d  
th e ir lovers in  fo re ign  lands. T he nob le  p a ir 's  re la tionsh ip  develops quickly, 
b eg in n in g  w ith  an  alm ost im m ed ia te  decla ra tion  from  Faram ir. In  b u t th e ir first 
in te rv iew  together, F aram ir half-confesses, ha lf-requests, "[I]t w o u ld  ease m y  
care, if you  w o u ld  speak  to  m e, o r w alk  a t w h iles w ith  m e. [...] N eith e r flow er 
n o r la d y  h av e  I seen till n o w  in  G ondor so lovely, an d  so so rrow fu l"  (LotR  VI:5 
939). T his d irec t ty p e  of app ro ach  to  a re la tio n sh ip  w as com m on am o n g s t the 
y o u n g  so ld iers on  tour. A  w ar b rid e  from  Sussex describes h e r  su rp ris in g  
experience w ith  a fast-m ov ing  C anad ian : "I m e t m y  [future] h u sb a n d  a t a local 
ho te l w h ere  I 'd  b een  in v ited  to a party . H e  in tro d u ced  h im self and , after an  h o u r 
o r so, in fo rm ed  m e th a t I w o u ld  like liv ing  in  C an ad a  after w e w ere  m arrie d "  
(H ibbert 32). Such fo rw ard  ack now ledgem en t of in te rest is u n iq u e ly  acceptable 
in  w artim e rom ances, w h en  re location  a n d  even  dea th  loom  large  in  th e  fu ture ,

18 This is not to condemn Eowyn, however. Few of the women left at home found it easy to 
follow Fuller's model and remain chipper or even faithful. In the play "War Brides," a 
pregnant character named Hedwig dramatically refuses to do "her bit" for the fatherland 
and shoots herself after writing to the emperor, "I refuse to bear m y child until you promise 
there shall be no more war." (lines 668-670) And, unfortunately, "wartime separation 
sometimes gave rise to wartime adultery," although the number of illegitimate births 
during WWII did show a decrease from peace-time numbers (Montgomerie 157).
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an d  re la tionsh ip s m u s t g ro w  qu ick ly  if they  are  to  e n d u re  separa tion . "T here w as 
a sense of u rg en cy  ab o u t th e  w ho le  th ing ,"  one b rid e  explains, "You n ev er knew  
w h e th e r y o u 'd  be  th ere  to m o rro w " (19). T he love of F a ram ir an d  E ow yn 
tran sp ire s  ra p id ly  in d eed , a n d  m ere  d ay s19 after m eeting , th e  tw o  h av e  confessed 
th e ir love. H e r d u a l ro les clash, how ever, an d  th e  idealistic  fa ith fu lness of the 
w ar-b ride-le ft-beh ind  does battle  w ith  th e  read in ess  of th e  foreign  w ar bride, 
m ak in g  h e r rem ark ab ly  re s is tan t to  becom ing  a ttach ed  too quickly. She is n o t 
im m ed ia te ly  ove rw h e lm ed  b y  "a  m an  in  u n ifo rm " —or ra ther, she h as a lready  
b een  im p ressed  b y  a m a n  in  un ifo rm , in  the  fo rm  of th e  H e ir of Isildur. I t is 
F aram ir w ho  p u rsu e s  w h ile  E ow yn m u ses qu ie tly  on  h e r  love for A ragorn . T rue 
to  w ar b rid e  form , how ever, th e  u n ce rta in ty  of b o th  A rago rn 's  re tu rn  and  
reciprocal affection in fluences h e r  to  su rren d e r h e r  h e a rt to  Faram ir, w ho  so 
w illing ly  offers the  latter. A s one g irl from  Scotland observed , the reason  GIs 
w ere  so attractive to Scottish g irls w as th e  fact th a t " th ey  w ere  there—all yo u n g  
Scottish m en  w ere  gone in to  service" (S hukert & Scibetta 7). To m o s t civilian 
girls, ab sen ce—an d  the  p ressu res  of w a rtim e —m a d e  th e  h e a rt w illing  to  accept 
th e  m ore  available rom an tic  offerings.

To a p a rtic ip an t in th e  w ar m arriag e  fervor, th e  b e tro th a l of E ow yn and  
F aram ir w o u ld  also h ave  looked  fam iliar. E n listed  m en  w ere  ob liged  to  com plete 
a v e ry  long  an d  som etim es exhaustive  app lica tion  p rocess to  th e ir su p e rio rs  in 
o rd e r to  m a rry  w h ile  on  duty. In  o th er w ords, it re q u ire d  th e  ap p ro v a l of fellow  
m en -a t-a rm s in  o rd e r to m ak e  a m arriag e  possib le  (23). T hose p re sen t to  offer 
th em  cong ra tu la tions u p o n  th e  exchange of w ed d in g  vow s w ere  also u su a lly  
lim ited  to  fe llow  serv icem en a n d  -w om en; so ld iers w ere  sta tioned  far from  
fam ily  an d  w ere  n o t freq u en tly  a llow ed  leaves of absence. C a therine  R oberts- 
Sw auger relates, "M y  b rid esm aid s  w ere  b u d d ie s  sta tioned  w ith  m e a t O ld  
Sarum . [...] W e w ere  m arrie d  in  the  little  chu rch  of St. M ary 's on  the  g ro u n d s  of 
T id w o rth  H ouse . T he u n ifo rm s of th e  U n ited  S tates on  one side a n d  th e  A ir Force 
B lue of th e  R oyal A ir Force on  the  other. A  y o u n g  GI sang  Oh, Promise M e  an d  I 
Love You Truly" (27). In  sim ilar fashion, F aram ir an d  E ow yn  receive ap p ro v a l for 
th e ir u n io n  from  th e ir b a ttle -m ates an d  celebrate th e ir h ap p in e ss  a t a feast m ean t 
to  com m em orate  the  d eed s  of valor p e rfo rm ed  on  th e  battlefie ld , especially  those 
of th e  deceased  T heoden . Eom er announces, "[T ]hey shall be tro th p lig h ted  
before  you all," an d  th e  h ea lth  of the  p a ir is d ru n k  b y  all of th e  co m p an y  of 
v a lian t hearth -co m p an io n s (LotR  VI:6 955). E ow yn  con tinues to  figure as a w ar 
b rid e  as she is b e tro th ed  a n d  toas ted  in  a g a th e rin g  of soldiers.

19 Eowyn and Faramir stand on the walls together for the first time five days after meeting 
on 25 March. The second time, when they confess their love, occurs before 30 April, when 
the pavilions appear (according to Tolkien's schema). A closer estimate of the date would be 
sometime around 8 April, as Eowyn has been invited to the celebrations on the Field of 
Cormallen, but declines to go. See Tolkien's Appendix B.
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A  m ajor concern  for th e  w ar b rid e s  of th e  tw o  W orld  W ars w as the 
p rocess of assim ilation . A cceptance b y  th e  h u sb an d 's  fam ily  a n d  cu ltu re  w as a 
d ifficu lt b a rr ie r  to  overcom e,20 a n d  th e  p ro sp ec t w as especially  in tim id a tin g  for 
w ives w ho  spoke a fo re ign  to n g u e  (G lenn 64) o r h a d  b een  on  th e  side of the 
en em y  d u rin g  the w ar. P aren ts w ere  som etim es v ery  ad am a n t ag a in s t the ir 
d a u g h te r 's  association  w ith  so ld iers because  th ey  feared  th e  g irl w o u ld  
accom pany  th e  so ld ier to  h is  h o m e lan d  u p o n  th e  w a r 's  te rm in a tio n  a n d  nev er be 
seen again  (S hukert & Scibetta 24). Som e of these  y o u n g  g irls w ere  even 
o strac ized  by  the ir coun trym en : " the  local p ap e rs  in  E d in b u rg h  d id  n o t w rite  
articles in  favou r of th e  local g irls m a rry in g  GIs. O n  th e  contrary, w e w ere  m ad e  
to  feel like tra ito rs!" (25) rem em bers B everly Schoonm aker. C o lo red  a tu rn co a t in 
th e ir hom elan d s, m a n y  w om en  faced  ill recep tions in  th e ir h u sb a n d s ' countries 
as w ell. "E ven m id d le -ag ed  w om en  seem ed  resen tfu l th a t I h a d  'c a u g h t' one of 
th e ir boys. 'P ity  th ey  d id n 't  w ait to  m a rry  a nice, clean, A m erican  g irl,' I w as to ld  
b y  a p ro fesso r's  w ife," (80) B renda H as ty  recalls. T he w elcom e w as even  m ore  
u n k in d  if th e  n e w  re latives considered  th e  b rid e  to  be  of in ferio r stock. R eports 
one w om an: "M other-in -law  w as a fine w om an . [...] B ut a sh ad o w  h a d  fallen 
over h e r life. H e r son, in  the eyes of th e  v illagers, h a d  d eg rad ed  h im se lf b y  an 
alliance w ith  l 'ennemi. H e  h a d  b e tray ed  th em  b y  w e d d in g  u n e  A nglaise. She w as 
k in d  to  m e, b u t I w as n o t on  a level w ith  u n e  bonne  C an ad ien n e"  (H ibbert 110). 
O th e rs  w ere  tre a ted  w ith  respect, th o u g h  as oddities: "W e h a d  th e  dub ious 
d is tinc tion  of b e in g  p laced  on  th e  tra in 21 ah ead  of th e  natives," recoun ts G w en 
C hushcoff, " a n d  [we w ere] led  th ro u g h  a h u g e  crow d  [by a w om an] calling 
officiously 'M ak e  w ay  for th e  W ar B rides.' [...] N eed less to  say  w e felt like 
freaks" (S hukert & Scibetta 80-81). W h ethe r w elcom ed  w ith  joy, anim osity , or 
ind ifference in to  th e ir n e w  fam ilies an d  countries, n ea rly  all fe lt app reh en s iv e  of 
th e  d rastic  change in  locale:

My friends and I [...] had  m any discussions as to just w hat we had  done 
by m arrying m en  w e hard ly  knew  and preparing  to  leave all th a t w as dear 
and  fam iliar for a life in  a land  com pletely unknow n. We w ent to a brides

20 Sidenotes that would only add further complexity to the argument are Edith's 
"international bride" symptoms. She not only had to be accepted by Father Morgan and the 
Roman Catholic Church, but by the TCBS. The fraternity had always been threatened w ith 
a break-up whenever a woman entered the picture, and the friends' "congratulations were 
tinged w ith the anxiety that they might lose a friend" (Garth 33). Such an apprehensive 
acceptance must have been bothersome for Edith and a point of anxiety to her husband.
21 European war brides and other dependents were transported en masse over the Atlantic 
Ocean on luxury liners like the Aquitania. After landing, they were put on trains and carried 
to various stations around the United States and Canada, where, hopefully, someone would 
claim them.
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club each week, w here w e w ere show n films and given lectures about our 
new  country, and  these w ere a help. But the fears still crept in. W hat had  
w e done? (H ibbert 36-37)

E ow yn, th o u g h  a foreigner, is able to  overcom e the  p ro b lem  of lan g u ag e  th ro u g h  
h e r  lea rnedness  in  th e  C om m on Speech, b u t she voices h e r  anxieties abou t 
acceptance in  h e r  n e w  ho m e an d  rem oval from  R ohan  b y  say ing  w istfu lly  to 
Faram ir, "T hen  m u s t I leave m y  o w n  people , m a n  of G ondor?  A n d  w o u ld  you 
h av e  y o u r p ro u d  folk say  of you: 'T h ere  goes a lo rd  w h o  tam ed  a w ild  
sh ie ld m aid en  of th e  N orth! W as there  no  w o m an  of th e  race of N u m en o r to 
choose? '" (LotR  VI:5 944). H ere  E ow yn 's fears exactly  p re fig u re  th e  experiences of 
h e r  m o d e rn  co un te rparts , in  w h ich  th e  d re a d  of resen tm en t, th e  d iscom fort of 
b e in g  co nsidered  in ferio r o r abnorm al, an d  the  anxiety  of separa tion  from  hom e 
are  all ad d ressed . Som e of these  fears are  w ell fo u n d e d —b o th  A rag o rn  an d  
F aram ir a t som e p o in t express th e  sen tim en t th a t th e  R oh irrim  are  a lesser race 
(S traubhaar 102). For h is part, F aram ir describes th em  as lov ing  w ar an d  valo r for 
its o w n  sa k e —a d im in ish ed  state, accord ing  to  h im —a n d  w h ile  G o n d o rian s are 
from  a H ig h  race, the  R oh irrim  are  M id d le  Peoples, M en  of th e  T w iligh t (LotR  
IV:5 663).22 In terestingly , E ow yn  is u ltim a te ly  successful as a fo re ign  w ar b ride  
because  of h e r  ab ility  to ad ap t;23 she renounces th e  " lo w er"  w ays of th e  R ohirrim , 
declaring , "I w ill be a sh ie ld m aid en  no  longer, [...] n o r take  joy on ly  in  th e  songs 
of slaying. I  w ill b e  a healer, an d  love all th in g s th a t g row  a n d  are  n o t b a rren "  
(VI:6 943). T hus changed , she can p e rfo rm  w ith  ease h e r  ro le as th e  h a n d  of 
rev ita liza tion  to  a darkness-in flic ted  la n d  an d  as P rincess w ith in  h e r n e w  cultu re , 
h a v in g  b een  w ell-schooled  by  h e r  u p b rin g in g  in  a royal h o u se .24 F ig u rin g  so

22 Shippey reinforces the idea of the Rohirrim as a savage, less sophisticated people, 
comparing them to the Sioux or Cheyenne in  The Road to Middle Earth (127).
23 Taft provides a comprehensive list of requirements whereby an immigrant m ay be 
judged "fully assimilated." The list includes cultural knowledge and skills (including 
proper language use), social interaction (especially interpersonal contact), membership 
identity and social integration (includes filling an accepted social position), social and 
emotional identification with the new country, and conformity to group norms (233-35). By 
marrying Faramir, conforming to Gondorian ways, filling an accepted and highly visible 
social and political role, and even receiving the blessing of the king himself, Eowyn can be 
said to be well on her way to complete assimilation.
24 Though niece to Theoden, Eowyn was raised in  the court of her uncle after her mother, 
Theodwyn, died, and Tolkien provides evidence, to the keen eye, of Eowyn's royal 
eligibility. Taking leave of Faramir in  the Houses of Healing, for instance, she "[does] him a 
courtesy" (LotR VI:5 939). She also bears a filled cup to Eomer (955) during the burial feast 
(a move prefigured by Wealtheow in Beowulf). Both indicate her gentility and training in 
the ways of the court.
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p ro m in en tly  in  th e ir society,25 F aram ir an d  E ow yn 's m arriage , like m a n y  w artim e 
m arriages, is v iew ed  as th e  positive un ifica tion  of tw o  cu ltu res. "T h u s [...] is the 
fr ien d sh ip  of th e  M ark  an d  of G on d o r b o u n d  w ith  a n e w  bond , a n d  the  m ore  do 
I rejoice," (VI:6 955) exclaim s E om er u p o n  the  couple 's be tro thal. S im ilar 
sen tim en ts w ere  la te r exp ressed  b y  those com m end ing  the  value  of the 
in te rcu ltu ra l m arriag es in sp ired  b y  w artim e  activities: "T hom as O. W. Brevner, 
N ew  Z ea lan d  C onsu l in  N ew  York, to ld  a New York Times reporter, 'I t 's  a jolly  
go o d  th ing . I t b rin g s u s  all closer together. T here 's n o th in g  like a baby  or tw o  to 
b reak  d o w n  in te rn a tio n a l b a rr ie rs '"  (S hukert & Scibetta 20).

T he analogy  or com parison  of E ow yn to  th e  w a r b rid es of Tolkien's tim e 
a d d s  fu rth e r p ro o f to  th e  in fluence of th e  W orld  W ars on  Tolkien's w orks. 
H ow ever, th e  p ro m o tio n  of the  id ea  th a t th e  w om en  m en  leave b e h in d  can only  
cope b y  defem in iz ing  them selves a n d  ab an d o n in g  th e ir trad itio n a l ro les (an d  
necessita ting  th e  in tro d u c tio n  of fo re igners in  o rd e r to  restab ilize  society), as 
su p p o r te d  by  E ow yn 's fa ilu re  to  fulfill th e  ro le of w a r b ride-le ft-beh ind , is a very  
u n se ttlin g  one to  all b u t th e  m o s t a rd e n t fem in is ts—u n less  one read s  it as a 
sub tle  condem nation , on  T olkien's part, of w ar as a d is tu rb e r of a va luab le  social 
equ ilib rium . I t certa in ly  reveals, how ever, h is  sym path ies w ith  th e  d ifficu lty  of 
th e  role th a t w ar im poses u p o n  w om en , strik ing  d o w n  th e  th eo ry  th a t Tolkien is 
s im p ly  a n a rro w -m in d ed  m isogyn ist w h o  doom s th e  w om en  in  h is  w ork  to 
w eakness  an d  failure . K now ing  from  experience th a t the  w ar w o u ld  defeat the 
w om en 's a ttem p ts  to  m a in ta in  the  s ta tu s  quo  desp ite  the ir b es t efforts, he  
d im in ishes E ow yn 's o rig inal role, focusing  in s tead  on  h e r  p o ten tia l to  reb u ild  
an d  renew . H is  h eav y  focus on  E ow yn's success as a fo reign  w ar b rid e  thereby  
m agn ifies E ow yn 's courage  in  tak in g  u p  a n e w  life in  a n e w  cultu re , p e rh ap s  
sym boliz ing  th e  w ay  in  w h ich  th e  w om en  of h is  tim e a id ed  th e  re fo rg ing  of 
society  after th e  w ar, a n d  the  b rav e ry  w ith  w h ich  th ey  an d  the ir h u sb a n d s  faced 
a new  po st-w ar cultu re , d e te rm in ed  to look fo rw ard  an d  hea l th e  ravages th a t 
w a r h a d  w reak ed  u p o n  th e ir w ay  of life. It is th is  sam e sp irit th a t w o u ld  m ake 
th e  W hite  Tree flow er again .

25 The Prince of Ithilien would be the greatest noble after Dol Amroth in  the new Gondorian 
state, and would bear many responsibilities. Faramir also remains the Steward, who acts as 
chief counselor in  the Council of Gondor during the king's absence. See Letters 323.
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