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Mythcons for me have become a family reunionu with each year 
the family getting biggeru and I appreciated a schedule 
relaxed enough to allow long talks with old and new friendso 
Kudos to the co=chairsg to Sarah Beach for hosting a two=day 
pajama party as a pre=Mythcon eventu and to Peter Lowentrout 
for managing to be everywhere at the con at onceg I hope 
both of you got to enjoy some of Mythcon itselfo Finallyf 
as sad as it is to have a Mythcon weekend endv the antici= 
pation of meeting Christopher Tolkien and Ursula Le Guin at 
our next two conferences should help us all preserve some of 
the energy generated this year (now maybe 1rr11 have time to 
read the de Lint story in the back of the program book ooo) 
Until next yearu Narnarie~ 

Highlights of the con included a provocative paper by Gene 
Hargrove on the true identity of Torn Bombadil. and one by 
Melanie Rawls comparing Lew i s ' Ou_t of the Silent P_J_snet with 
an early feminist utopia called Herland17 several lively 
panelsu a top=quality art show (I finally ran up against 
something I couldnut live without== one of Pat Wynne0s pen 
and inks== and Dante will never read the same for me after 
I viewed Kelson°s portrayal of "Be a z r i.ce as a Puppyua; [7 and 
Judith Koll:mannrrs beautifully organized opening address on 
Williamsrr use of the Beatrician figureo The crowning points 
of the weekend[l howeveru had to be the four(!) excellent 
dramatic presentations offered as evening entertainrnento 
The enthusiastic response to this yearas original produc= 
tions should encourage this trend to continueu especially 
since[l as I foundu it is even more fun to participate than 
to be in the audienceo 

How delightful to have a Mythcon with the theme 00Women in 
Fantasy0u and featuring Charles de Lint17 slightly bemused t c 
be singled out for populating his books with real female 
characters~ Charlesu participation== as panelist17 rnusi= 
c i an , and speaker == characterized Mythcon XVII as an 
energy=filled weekend (except for Friday nightv when I know 
for a fact that there were only three people awake at 2~30 
a om o i ) 

MlVillHl~~N XVIlil 
Three Reports on the Long Beach Mythcon17 Augo 8=llv 1986 

by Eleanor Farrell 
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To me as well, this was the Mythcon of the dramatic produc 
tion. Feature stage shows were a distinctive feature of the 
earliest Mythcons, but they went out of fashion after a few 
years, and it was not until Diana Paxson wrote a masque for 
Mythcon XII in 1981 that they became a regular thing again. 
This year we had four of them, varying in style and color. 
Perhaps the most elaborate was Diana's play (her fourth 
Mythcon production), "The Harp Quest", which was staged on 
the balcony overlooking the student union courtyard as we 
sat at our tables immediately after the banquet and award 
ceremonies Sunday evening. It starred Leigh Ann Hussey as a 
mortal woman searching for her lost love, an Elven prince 
(played by Kelson), with Christine Lowentrout as a particu 
larly malevolent elvenqueen. Diana herself played the harp 
and sang the story's ballad. It was a fine show for 
twilight; my only regret is that the sun sank a little too 
fast for a full appreciation of the visuals. 
I didn't get to see "The Masque of the Silrnarils", performed 
after the costume show on Saturday, because I was in it 
myself, along with Ellie and a lot of other strange people. 
This was a full-scale production, directed by Margaret 
Purdy, of Sarah Beach's verse play which received a scratch 
reading at last year's Myth con. The Valar al 1 carried 
masks, all of which were designed and created by Sarah 
herself during the last weeks before the con, and which I am 
told glittered marvelously in the stagelights. The Valar 
mostly stood majestically in a semicircle up stage, while 
the various Children of Illuvatar seeking their aid or 
defying them played out their dramas in front. Paul Nolan 
Hyde both opened and closed the show (and stole the show, 
too) as Feanor and his son Maglor, while Margaret and I were 
Luthien and Beren, and Pat Wynne and Ellie played Earendil 
and Elwing. Paul Edwin Zimmer led the Valar as Manwe, which 
alone gave the production a different tone from last year's 
reading, when Glen GoodKnight read the role in his own, let 
us-say more restrained, style. Sarah played Varda, and 
Alexei Kondratiev, Lynn Maudlin, and Melanie Rawls completed 
the Valar in the cast. 

by David Bratman 

MYTHCON XVII REPORT - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
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Charles de Lint gave his Guest of Honor speech at the 
banquet before Diana0s playo The talk was hastily read but 
we could see that it was deeply felto Charles spoke of the 
fantasy writersu male and fernaleu who have inspired him 
throughout his reading Li f e , and of the characters whom he 
has taken to hearto The previous eveningu Saturdayv in 
place of the customary reading from his worksu Charles gave 
a concert of Celtic folk rnusicv accompanying himself on harp 
and guitar (not both at oncev though!) He has made his 
living at thisu and no wonderF this houras treat was as good 
as anything I0ve heard in the folk clubs in San Franciscoo 
Just another great reason to go to Long Beach! 

1n11 second Ellie0s opinion of the most interesting papers 
(and add that I0m sorry I missed Paul Nolan Hydeas on the 
dialog genius of JoRoRo Tolkien)v and I should say a ~ord 
on some of the panelsu tooo The Charles Williams centennial 
panel consisted of four extremely h i.qh+pcw e r ed people 
(Judith Kollrnannv Richard Purtillu Bernadette Boskyu and 
Davia Samuelson) who quickly led their auditors into 
abstruse but fascinating territory on the question of why 
(and how) we read Williarnsu particularly his novelso For 
the Tolkien linguistics panelv moderator Paul Nolan Hyde 
brought the whole room into a discussion of the aesthetics 
of invented languageu a matter which rarely receives the 
thought it deserveso It was a real pleasure for me to find 
all these varied people in essential agreement on some of 
the important bases of fantasy literatureo 

The fourthu the only show not by Society membersu was called 
uuTrial by Fireuu u and was essentially a virtuoso weapon=play 
and fire=swallowing event performed by three women in full= 
fledged sword=and=sorcery cover art costumeso It took place 
Sunday even i.nq. 

The third dramatic production was a one -w om an potrayal by 
Amy Nyman of Sybil Coningsby from Williamsa ~ Gxeate~ 
TJcum~v giving a short talk during intermission at the 
costume show on how glad she was to be at Mythconu and 
describing the experience of love as she had learned it in 
the st.cry. 



5 

First, for those of you who don't know, I am an old timer with memories that predate MythCon I. So, when I go to a 
con, I do want to spend time with old friends. And it is 
also a chance to meet new people who had just been names 
that have contributed or been on our mailing list for years. 
I have lovely faces and memories to go with more of you now. 
It was easy to do this time because of the way the facili 
ties concentrated our people (although the walks were long), 
and the fact that so many of us stayed at the dorms which 
let us stay up till all hours and talk. 
This MythCon was also everything else a MythCon should be. 
The Art Show, though small, had many wonderful pieces. 
(Bonnie, I still say you underprice your work, and Jennie 
loves the Rainbow Castle.) The three stage productions that 
I saw were all well done and all promoted conversations that 
went long afterwards. 
Most important there were the wonderful fantasy panels and 
papers that best exist at a fantasy conference like MythCon. 
I remembered two with great fondness. Paul Nolan Hyde's 
paper "Gandalf, please, should not sputter" {the title is a 
quote from Tolkien) went into a very detailed accounting of 
the speech-patterns of the different characters and races in 
Middle-earth. He even brought his thesis in (all three 
books of it) which we were informed was even more detailed, 
including the actual word counts for all characters and 
races. What would we do without computers? There was also 
Melanie Rawls' paper comparing Lewis' .Q.11.t .Qf .t.h..e. Silent 
Planet with Herland, and considering the ways writers deal 
with utopias. We hated to break up the discussions that 
Melanie started. 

It had been several years since I had been to a MythCon, 
what with vacations not working out right or budget prob 
lems. Thus I was excited that I was going to have time and 
money to make it to this year's conference. It did not let 
me down. 

by Lisa Deutsch Harrigan 

MYTBCON XVII REPORT - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 
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The panel on "Contemporary Urban Fantasy" -- from left, 
Charles de Lint, Barbara Hambly, Leigh Ann Hussey, Diana L. 
Paxson, and Marion Zimmer Bradley (photo by Bonnie Good~ 
knight Callahan). An extremely lively event, with MZB as 
"devil's advocate" and the others defending the genre, 
drawing a much-needed distinction between contemporary 
fantasy and horror fiction. 
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Let's give one final cry of thanks to Christine and Peter 
Lowentrout, Sarah Beach, and all the others who brought us 
this wonderful MythCon! And Le t ' s start saving our pennies 
and vacation minutes so that we can go meet Christopher 
Tolkien and Ursula K. LeGuin at MythCons XVIII and XIX 
r e s pe c t i v e Ly, I already have found two buttons, "Ring 
wraiths are f Ly-by+ni qh t s" in pseudo-elvish lettering, and 
"Meddle not in the affairs of Wizards, for you are crunchy 
and good with ketchup", for next year. See you then • 

The last day included the sometimes serious, usually silly, 
Mythopoeic Society Auction of books, art, and other stuff0 
Glen GoodKnight sure has figured out how to get money out of 
us turnips. But it is a very pleasant way to make money for 
the Society and for the members to get some pretty art or 
useful books in return. 

MYTBCON XVII REPORT~ CONTINUED FROM LAST PAGE 
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groupsv or if you have any questions)g 

Deadline for the Activity Calendar is the 
first of the month preceeding the month 
of pu b Li c a t Lo n , L.e , November issue 
inf~rmation will be due the 1st of 
Octobero December information will be 
due the 1st of Novernbero Thank youo 
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There is one glaring lapse of sense: the beans that plugged 
the drains did so because they swelled from rain. However, 
Commander Toad saves the day by diving down to the beans and 
letting all the .a.it. out of them. 
This book did not work as a bedtime story for my 2-year-old 
daughter. I suspect it will be most enjoyed by young 
readers who are just discovering the masochistic delights of 
puns, and by Trekkie addicts in desperate need of a fix. 
Jane Yolen is one of the most wonderful myth-makers around. 
Let's hope that some of that numinous quality appears in her 
next children's story. 

But I didn't like the book, for several reasons. The main 
one is that the tone was off: it was not easy to suspend my 
disbelief. In the course of their travels the Star Warts 
crew encounter "shooting stars" dressed as cowboys, and a 
cow jumping over the moon. Both episodes provide opportun 
ity for puns and both would probably delight young readers. 
However, that fact forms the basis of my other objection: 
children should also be dignified with literature that is 
internally consistent. I can't justify the purely fantasy 
idea of a cow jumping over the moon in a hi-tech world of 
spaceships, even if their crew are toads. 

.c.mnmander Toad .and .tM Dis-Asteroid, written by Jane Yolen, 
illustrated by Bruce Degan. Coward-Mccann he and pb, 64 p., 
no price listed. Reviewed by Branton G. Lachman. 
Commander Toad captains the Star Warts which goes where no 
space ship has gone before. His crew includes Mr. Hop, old 
Doc Peeper, Lieutenant Lily, and young Jake Skyjumper. By 
now, you've probably got the drift. This is a children's 
story based on take-offs of some very well-known film and tv 
characters. Dispensing puns right and left, Commander Toad 
and crew save the pigeon inhabitants of an asteroid from 
overflowing drains, caused by swollen beans, which have 
immersed the entire asteroid in water. The drawings and 
puns are both witty and clever. 

!J/EJ!/EWJ 
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Unfortunately, a good main character is not enough to save 
this book. The real problem with~ Isle .Qf Glass is that 
is is, quite bluntly, poorly written and very poorly edited. 
For one thing, the book contains many vague uses of 
pronouns. For example, a passage might read: "Brother Alf 
and Jehan woke early. He dressed quietly and went to the 
lake ••• " Who dressed quietly? Alf? Or Jehan? The pronoun 
usage only leaves the reader confused. For another thing, 
some passages of dialogue are written without any indication 
of who is speaking (not a "he said" or "she said" to be 
found), which makes it difficult at times to tell who is 
saying what. The story was interesting, but these things 
make the act of reading so frustrating that I couldn't enjoy 
the book. There's just no excuse for such poor writing, and 
no reason for readers to put up with it. 
I wanted to like this novel because of the main character 
and the religious themes, but I couldn't. I have never read 
a fantasy book with a poorer quality of writing than~ 
Isle .Q.f Glass. The editors at Tor Books should give the 
other two books of this trilogy some serious re-editing and 
even re-writing before they also receive paperback editions. 
As it is, I don't recommend this series to anyone. 

Judith Tarr has created an interesting character in Brother 
Alfred. Found as a babe in the middle of a snowstorm, 
Brother Alfred grows up to learn he is unlike the people he 
lives with. He is elven, immortal, and unacceptable to the 
outside world. So he hides himself away in a monastery 
until fate forces him out to face the world he fears. Other 
characters in the novel are less interesting. Jehan is the 
typical young man who follows the hero and loves him no 
matter what. King Richard is merely boring and brutal. 
These people only become important as they relate to Alfred. 

~Isle .Q.f Glass, by Judith Tarr. Bluejay he, $14.95; Tor 
pb, $2.95. Reviewed by Jim DeMarco. 
~Isle .Q.f Glass is the first book of a trilogy about St. 
Alfred, an elven monk who is forced to leave the abbey where 
he had hidden from the world. The novel blends aspects of 
fantasy with actual history as Alfred becomes involved with 
King Richard the Lionheart and the history of old England. 



Nonfiction booksg Paul Ford0s A Com~anion to Naxnia is being 
re=released by Collier in trade paperback formate Clive 
Sta~es )dejOCiSg A .DJ:..gm.atic .Life by William Griffin is 
appearing in hardcover from Harper & Rowe Madeleine LrrEngle 
has written an "aut ob i oqr aph i ca I m i sce l Lany" titled A Cixcle 
Qf Quietv being published by Farrar Straus Giroux as a 
hardcover and trade paperbacke 

Judith Tarras new se r i e s. "Avaryan Ri s Inq", begins with Tbe 
E-taJ __ l o_f the MountaJn Ki_n_gli' which (unusually for a volume in 
a series) is a self=contained s t o r y, Bluejay hc , $15o95o 
B , . . l . . - ~-'h'"' - K" u P l b A 0 .!.Ue]ay a s a so a s su i nq 1n ~ 1ce =J1.~ _a_ ace y o r r , 
sequel to The WorJd .in Ambero 

Mo Coleman Easton°s next book (from Questar/Popular Library) 
will be called Swimmers Be_nea_tb tb~ Bl:~u Barbara Hamblyus 
next (from Del Rey} will be T~e Witches of J&:ensba.rco Clare 
Bellus TomorJc:owus ~inx is appearing from Ache neum, Kath= 
erine Kurtz0s next is titled The Leaac~ of Le.bra Peter So 
B e a g l e u s Th e F o l k o f .t h e Ai JC ( h i s f i r s t n e w n o v e l i n l 8 
years) is now scheduled for January 1987v from Del Reye 

Stephen Ro Donaldson has writ ten a du o Lo qy (a trilogy with 
only two books) v with the title 00Mordant0s Ne ed", The first 
v o Lum e , The MiJ(JCOJc of Her Drea.msli' will be published by Del 
Rey Books in hradcover in November for $19o95u the second 
volumev A Man Rides Tb__rou_gb,v is scheduled for next falle 

Gene Wolfev author of llUThe Book of the New Sun"v has written 
a historical fantasy taken place in ancient Greecev So~dier 
Qi. .t.hE Mifilo Where Severianv hero of the earlier seriesv 
had a photographic rnemoryv this new book0s main character 
suffers from memory loss and tells his story for the purpose 
of recalling it to hirnselfo Sequels are probably in the 
wo r k s , It0s a Tor har dcove r , $15e95e 

The fourth volume of JoRoRo Tolkien°s ~History of Middle= 
ear t.h" v .T.h__e S.h_a,g_in_g Qi MLddle=EaJUt.hv has reportedly already 
appeared from Allen & Unwin in Englandu the American edition 
from Houghton Mifflin will be out in Novembero 

)VIEWS JVOTIFJ 
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*12TH WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION0 Octa 30=Novo 2v 19860 At 
the GQHg Ramsey Campb e L I , 
Membershipsg Attending= $45Q No at the doorso Supporting= 

Writeg 
 

Vv Octa u 19860 At the 
GOH~ Frederik 

by m a i Lr $25 at the dc o r , Writeg  

*Denotes a new or significantly updated listing 

Ace Bo o k a , one of the leading publishers of fantasy paper= 
back s , is joining Del Rey and Tor in inaugurating a line of 
hardcoverso Among their first offerings will be two novels 
by Michael Moorcocku The Drca\g_on Jn tbe Sword and Ci t\l in tbe 
Autumn Starcso Back in the paperback de pa r t men t , we find 
Ch r i s t op h e r S ta sh e f f u s The W §Jcl o ck i _s_ M ls _s_ i ng ( $ 2 o 9 5 ) u th e 
seventh book in a long=running serieso 

Ramsay Campb e Ll , Britain°s leading horror w r i t e r , has 
produced a novel titled Th_e Hu_n~ Moonu in wh i ch, according 
to the b i u r b s , "On the bleak moors of northern England ooo 
a band of Druids enact their ancient pagan r i t e s ", and it 
goes on from thereo Macmillan hardcoveru $18o95o 

Make way for another contemporary urban fantasy~ N_ei&r Yo_yck illl 
Koigbtu by Esther Friesner (Signet pbu $2o95)u a classic 
knight v s , dragon story in a most unusual s e t t i n q, Signet 
paperback originalu $2o95o 

A book of previously uncollected stories and fables by GoKo 
Chesterton is being published by Dodd Mead under the title 
DaJll i_g_b t and NiQLhtrnaJCeo 

Tb_e .ID]:ep Qf tb~ Ki~ler Robot is the newest juvenile fantasy 
by John Bellairsu Guest of Honor at next yearus Mythconu and 
is being published by Dial Bookso 



l{l 19880 At the 
GQHg Ursula Ka Le 

ther noticeo Writeg 

~~13TH WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION{l Oc t , 30=NOVo lg 1987 0 

GQHg Piers An t h o ny , Artist GQHg Kelly Freaso 
Writeg 

r~J 3f GJLUJBI (C(O)IB ]KV JI JI JI l7 Ju 1 y 2 4 = 2 7 e 19 8 7 o At 
GQHg Christopher Tolkien & John Bellairso 

Registration c n Ly $30 until June l{l 19878 $40 at the do o r , 
Total Package (roomu mealsu registration)g $130 until Deco 
3lu 19860 $145 until June l{l 19870 $160 at the door. Writeg 

 

~"gsERCON{l Jana 30=Febo lr 19870 At the 
wA seriousu constructive conference on science 

f i c i on a uu Me rn be r sh i p s g $ 3 0 u n t i l J a n o l 0 v 19 8 7 8 $ 4 0 a t; the 
do o r , Writeg 

*LOSCON 13u Novo 28=30u 19860 At the  
GOI-1g John Br unn e r , Membershipsg $17a50 t , 3l{l 

at the do o r , Writeg c/o LASFSl7 
 

~"sCQNTEX s, Novo 28=30v 19860 GQHg Lo Sprague 
& Catherine de Campo Mernbershipsg $100 $20 at the dooro 
Writeg c/o Friends of Fandomu 

ORYCON °86{l ! 19860 At the 
GOHsg Edward Bryantfl 

Salrnonsono Other guests include Ursula Ko Le Guino Member= 
shipsg $17 until Octo 3lu $20 at the dooro Writeg 

 

FANTASY FAIREv Octo 3l=Nov 2v 19860 At the 
GQHg Kathleen Skyo Other guest  

De Clesu Octavia Butlero Membershipsg $20 until Oct
Fantasy shing Companyfl 
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Submissions of material for publication should be sent to: 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Display Ad rate is $10 for a full page (8 by 6 1/4); $5 
for a half page (either 4 by 6 1/4, or 8 by 3). Let 
yourself be known to your fellow readers! 

Artwork is also always wanted, especially cover art! The 
maximum cover art size is 6 inches high by 6 1/2 wide, but 
we can reduce or enlarge. 

Reviews, discussion reports, news items, letters, and other 
submissions are always welcome. We're glad to retype mater 
ial into our computer, so any readable form is accepted. 

SUBMISSIONS 

Subscription, including membership in the Society, is $7 for 
12 issues (one year) in the USA. Please add $2.64 if you 
desire first class delivery or if you live in Canada. The 
rate is $9.00 for overseas surface subsciptions; airmail is 
$12. Checks should be payable to The Mythopoeic Society, 
and may be paid in US or the equivalent funds. 
The Mythopoeic Society also publishes Mythlore, a quarterly 
journal of Tolkien, Lewis, Williams, General Fantasy and 
Mythic Studies (subscription is $12 per year and should also 
be sent to Lee Speth); and Mythellany, an annual of fiction, 
poetry, & whatnot (write Lee Speth for availability & price) 

The address for su t is: 
c/o Lee Speth, 

SUBCRIPTIOHS 

Mythpriot is the monthly bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society, 
a nonprofit educational organization devoted to the study, 
discussion, and enjoyment of myth and fantasy literature, 
especially the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, c.s. Lewis and 
Charles Williams. 
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