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As a Lw ay s , the a u t ho r ' s storytelling is f Law Le s s , her 
language both vivid and intricateo Yolen is a master of the 
form of short fiction17 and this collection enhances her 
strength further by focusing on a theme that has held the 
imagination of readers for hundreds of yearso Thomas Canty11 

one of the finest fantasy artists aroundv did gorgeous 
covers for both the hardcover and the paperbackv which make 
this collection even more valuable to anyone interested in 
the Matter of Britaino 

v x:i · · 

Mex: l.i.~ Book e i s a co 11 e ct i o n of th i rte en s tor i es and 
poerns17 six of which have not previously been published[l 
about the greatest enchanter of legendo Although the chron= 
ology is a progression through Merlinrrs life17 the tales 
themselves do not make up a cohesive narrative0 style and 
point of view differ with each oneo The complete book is a 
fascinating kaleidoscope of Merlin°s Li f e , in which all of 
the well=known elements are present but are reshaped into 
stories that become completely newo Yolen is especially 
successful infilling in the gaps of the Arthurian myth== 
in describing the youth of Guenevere in the disturbing story 
uuThe Gwynhfaruu[l or in taking a minor episode of Merlinus 
life and extrapolating from it17 fleshing out the myth with 
living ch a r ac t e r s , The strongest story in the c o t Lec t i on , 
"Ev i an Steeluu (which was originally published in the 1985 
anthology Imagina.J:¥ 1-andE[l edited by Robin McKinley)v tells 
of the forging of Excalibur and of the women in the center 
of the Arthurian w o r Ld s it is totally o r i q i n a l , and yet it 
complements the myth so perfectly as to seem an essential 
part of I t , 

M~rli~ Booke by Jane Yole
c , $17 
 Review by 
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The main character is Joe Farrell, who first appeared as the 
hero of a short story called "Lila the Werewolf" (which may 
be found in the omnibus volume .!h.e Fantasy Norlds .Q.f Peter 
.5.a. Beagle). It's several years after "Lila", and Farrell is 
making his first visit in a long time to his old stomping 
grounds in Avicenna, California, a city which the author 
describes as "based on Berkeley, when I felt like it". (He 
felt like it most of the time.) There Farrell has new 
encounters with old friends (there's a bit of sixties 
nostalgia about this book), and gradually drifts into a 
group called the League for Archaic Pleasures, which is to 
the Society for Creative Anachronism as Avicenna is to 
Berkeley. (The League is in traduced to Farr el 1 and to the 
reader in a marvelously subliminal way.) Both the real 
Society and the fictitious League consist of people who like 
to dress up in medieval costumes and improvise at play­ 
acting battles and other courtly behavior. And then enters, 
stage right, the magical subplot ••• 
If~ Folk .Qf .t.M A.it. had been published five years ago, it 
would by now be seen as a foundation stone in the currently 
flourishing subgenre of contemporary urban fantasy -- books 
like Moonheart by Charles de Lint, I..e..a with .t.M Black Dragon 
by R.A. MacAvoy, and Brisjngamen by Diana Paxson. How much 

So the publication of .!h.e Folk .Qf .the AiL. is an Event, no 
doubt about it, which makes this book notable on two counts. 
The other reason for taking note is its quality. I didn't 
see it until December 27th, but it is easily the best new 
fantasy novel I read last year. "Gentle" is not a word I 
would use to describe this book, but it has a full measure 
of Beagle's humor, imagination, and eye for the strange. 

Dare I call this book Peter Beagle's Silmarjllion? This is 
the novel he's been writing off and on for eighteen years, 
ever since .!h.e Last Unicorn was published, while fans of 
that gentle, slightly wacky fantasy, and the even gentler 
and wackier A Fine .an.Q Private Place waited patiently ... 

~Folk .Qf .t.M A.it., by Peters. Beagle. Del Rey hardcover, 
330 p., $16.95. Reviewed by David Bratman. 
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Farrell doesnut take the League as seriously as they take 
thernselvesv and the scene in which his friend and lover 
Julie takes him to his first League event may have some SCA 
members wincing in ernbarrassmenta But at the same time he 
sees the magic even in their p l ay : at one point he fancies 
he sees the costumes dancing by themselves-= "These are 
surely the folk of the a i r ", he says to h i ms e l f , And so 
they area In reviewing this bookv I feel more than usual 
the difficulty of describing it adequatelya .!b.e Folk of .the 
Ail: is a novel that you owe it to yourself to reada 

Farrell0s characteru the presence of the Leagueu and the 
interplay between them are what distinguish~ Folk Qf .t_hg 
All from the books it superficially resemblesa Farrell0s 
reaction to the events around him is sometimes detachedv 
sometimes intensea Looking at the story through his eyes 
gives a unique tint to the proceedings~ part sardonicv part 
grippinga Sirnilarlyv because the League is so serious about 
its play=actingu it contrasts vividly with the "real" super= 
na t ur a L, Be aq Le+s writing style is well=suited to the 
pr o ce ed i nqs , In the early chapters in particular he keeps 
coming up with the most wild and offbeat possible similes 
and m e t aph o r s , that well suit Pa r r e Ll t s bemusement at the 
events which befall hima The asidesv of varying lengthu 
concerning Farrellus various attempts at being gainfully 
employed are hilariousa The interplay between all the 
characters is complex and deftly handledv and the League 
members make a colorful backdrop to the magical proceedingsa 

the final published version of .Th.e. Folk Q.f the A.iJb: may owe 
to such books I couldnut sayv but Beagle has captured the 
style of the subgenre perfectlya From the beginningv where 
the sense of something magical and uncanny is in the air 
nearly from the startv long before the supernatural actually 
rears its headu to the endu which features a bang=up magical 
battle between two of the principal characters while the 
others look on in dazed wonderu this book has everything to 
capture the interest of fantasy readers who like a magical 
tale in the here and nowa Even the Northern California 
setting seems de rigeur for most books of this sorta 
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Stephen King, best-known for his horror fiction (to put it 
mildly), has written a basic fairy-tale fantasy, with kings 
and evil magicians, titled 1h.e. Eyes .Q..f .:t.h.e. Dragon. The 
Viking hardcover, published this month, is illustrated by 
David Palladini and costs $16.95. 

Susan Cooper's~ I:La.i:k i.a Rising and its three sequels, 
Greenwitch, ~Grey King, and Silver .Q.Il. .the. Tree, are being 
reissued in new paperback editions by Collier Books for 
$2e95. These Celtic fantasies for young adults are often 
considered classics. (Oyer Sea, Under Stone, the "pr eque l n 

of the sequence, is not being issued in this edition; it's 
available from Harcourt Brace Jovanovich for $4.95.) 

BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS 

The Charles Williams Society has put up a plaque on the site 
of 36 Victoria Street, Ste Albans, Hertfordshire, his child~ 
hood home. The unveiling ceremony took place on Deem 13, 
1986, mere weeks before the end of the Williams centennial 
year0 (Item courtesy of Pat and Trevor Reynoldse) 

Sammath Naur, the Mythopoeic soc i e tyrs discussion group in 
Hawaiiv was so captivated by Mauj, .:t.h.e. D..e.migod, a book 
retelling the myth of Hawaiius origins which they discussed 
last May, that they have created and awarded to author 
Steven Goldsberry the first annual Samrnath Naur Writer of 
the Year Awardo "What Horner did for the Greeks, Goldsberry 
has done for the Haw a Li an s ", says their press r e l e as e , 
Profe Goldsberry teaches at the University of Hawaiie 

New Mytho Magazine Alert! 
1h.e. Mythic Circle is the Mythopoeic Society's new fiction 
magazine, co-edited by that charming and go-getting duo, 
Lynn Maudlin and Christine Lowentroute Issues will be pub= 
lished quarterly; Number One is already in production and 
scheduled for this mo n t h, Queries, contributions, and 
subscriptions are welcomed, and the editors promise to 
answer their mailo to: The 
Mythopoeic Societyv 

flEWS JVOTFJ 



~y~~C(Q)N ~IXv July 29=Augo lu 19880 At the 
GQHg Ursula Ko Le Guin & Brian 

Atteberyo Mernbershipsg $20 until further noticeo Writeg 

fu13PfIBIC(Q)N xvr r r, July 24=27 li' 19870 At 
GQHg Christopher Tolkien & John Bellairso 

Registration o n l y e $30 until June L, 19870 $40 at the do o r , 
Total Package (roornv m e a I s , registration) g $130 until Deco 
1986Q $145 until June lv 1987Q $160 at the dooro Writeg 

~·OZMOPOLITANv June 27=28b' 19870 z i.on, ILo Writeg Fred Na 
Meyerv 

*NORWESCON°S ALTERNACONv March 26=29v 19870 At SeaTac Hyatt 
Hotelu Seattle&' WAa GQHg Orson Scott Carda Membershipsg 
$25 until Maro L, 19870 $30 at the do o r , Writeg 

BOSKONE XXIVP March 13=15p 1987a At the Sheraton Hotelv 
Bostonv MAo GQHg CoJo Cherryho MernbershipS6 $27 at the dooro 
Writeg c/o NESFAc; Box Gv MIT Branch POP Cambridge&' MA 021390 

KING KON 7v March 13=15p 19870 At the
GQHg Robert Vardemanv  

Mernbershipsg $17 until Febo 28v 19870 $20 at the do o r , 
Writeg 

*Denotes a new or significantly updated listing 

From the cauldron of the Greyhaven fantasistsg Th_e BLood .Qf 
Co]JU1 Mlili by Paul Edwin Zimmer and Jon DeCles (Avon pb)v 
and a novel by Diana Lo Paxson based on the Tristan legend 
(Morrow he) are both in the works for future releaseo 

Boxenv the tale of an animal kingdom which CaSo Lewis wrote 
as a ch Ll d , is now available in paperback (HBJp $4a95)a So 
is Ner_)llJ~~ Sto:cY.v Anne McCaf f r ey ' s recent "Pe rri Adve n t u r e" 
which was reviewed here last month (Del Reyv $3a95)a 
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Douglas Ao Rossrnar 

Contact Secretary fo: 

SAMMATH NAU 
Stephen Lo Browr. 
*February 711 1987 ( 
Contact by Carl Sa 

*March 7 v 1987 (Sat 
2...0=3 0 0 0 L_e a_g_u es u n_c 
*April 4v 1987 (Sat 

Tb'""e L cU3J~~ TDLa.x. by M ~ 
*May 2v 1987 (Satu~ 

To you re Sca'-=t teJ_,_ed · 
*June 6v 1987 (Satt 

EndeJc._:..S Gam_e by Ol 

HAWAII 

Hu 

PH: 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA/ 

*February 22v 1987 
Merlin8s Boeke by 
Dolores Spethusu s 

CAIR PARAV 

CALIFORNIA: South 

JlCTIWTY ~ 

7 ' 

 STOR
 

PH: 
 AVALON 
White11 

17 aturday) 7 PM 
~tle Summ_e_X__ .bLe~ by Guy Ga
At Phil & Chawn 

PH~ 
 KHAZAD

Pat Withamu 
PHg 

*February 8, 1987 (Sunday) 1 PM 
The Name .Qf the Rose by Umberto Ecoo 
At Jeffrey So r ef f t s , 

PH: 
ay) 1 PM 

1.h.e. Broken C~tad ... eJ:. by Joyce Gregorian 
At Frankie Jemison9Sv 

PH

CALIFORNIA~ North 

rou Meetin s Q usston 

SECRETARY FOR DISCUSSION GROUPS 
(Please write to him about forming 
groups11 or if you have any questions)~ 

Deadline for the Activity Calendar is the 
first of the month preceeding the month 
of publicationu i0eo March issue infor­ 
mation will be due the 1st of Pe b r ue r y, 
April information will be due the 1st of 
Marcho All Calendar information should 
be sent directly to Mythprinto Thank youo 
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SPARE
r, 
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THE 
, 

VIRGINIA 

OHIO 

Romenna 

Still discussing l&Ld 

NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY 

PH: 
*February 14, 1987 {Saturday) 1:30 PM 
~Heirs .Q.f li.ammerfell and/or Free 
Amazons .Q.f Dark aver by Mari on z i m mer 
Bradley. 
*March 7, 1987 (Saturday) 
~Jekyll£ ML.a. Hyde by Robert Lewis 
Stevenson. 

*April, 1987 {At MiniCon) 
Dark .Q.f .the. Moon by P.C. Hodgell. 

 GALADHREMMIN ENNO
Dave & Grace Lovelace, 

PH:
MINNESOTA 

MICHIGAN 

r time and location. 

JR 
1, 
PH

(Satu
aqan 
turday) 
J..e..r. .the. .s..e..a by Verne 
turday) 
~lissa Michaels 
1aay) 
,Bodies 12.Q. by Farmer 
Jrday) 
rson Scott Card 

L. 
(Sunday) 
Jane Yolen. At Lee & 
see above. 
•7

PH:  
/MARYLAND 

CALENDAR 



Matt Mantrelll7 the hero~ is a graduate student dawdling over 
finishing his doctoral dissertationo By reciting some mys= 
terious runic verse which he0d found in an old copy of the 
~ll he is translated into a parallel universe where 
magic== and Good and Evil== are operativeo He quickly 
discovers that the magic is controlled by v e r s e , and so he 
starts cribbing from the verse of his own world== every= 
thing from doggerel to Shakespeareo Occasionally he 
constructs his own verse to suit the needo This is a new 
approach to the people of this un i v e r s e , and they are much 
impressed by his abilityo 

Good and Evil are certainly operative forces in this booko 
Indeedl7 Stasheff0s characters are obliged to decide some= 
where along the line whether they will side with Good or 
with Evilo In this respectl7 Her M.ajJ;.sty0s Nizard is cer= 
tainly closer to High Fantasy than are the Warlock bookso 
Howeverl7 Stasheff9s penchant for word play and rationaliza= 
tion are still very prominentl7 and so keep the atmosphere 
less se r i ous , 

uu On e day l7 [ s t a s h e f f ] r e a 1 i z e d th a t rn o s t o f th e m e a i e v a l 
fantasies he read seldom mentioned the Devill7 and never Godo 
He vehemently maintained that wasn°t the way medieval Chris= 
tians really saw the world== they saw God everywherel7 in 
everythingu and the Devil always lurkingl7 looking for an 
opening== and that authors really ought to write their 
fantasies a little closer to realityo Then he realized 
thatl7 being a fantasy authorl7 he was stuck with writing his 
next story that wayo uu 

In the note at the end about the a u t h o r , there is an impor= 
tant paragraph about the nature of this tale~ 

Th a t u s uu W i z a r d uu l7 no t uu W a r 1 o c k uu o Th e f i r s t th i n g t o no t i c e 
about this book is that it is not part of Stasheffus amusing 
series about the Warlockl7 Rod Gallowglassl7 The J&izal(d ill 
~ Q.f fil.m.s.el£ and its sequels (which are from Ace while 
this book is from Ballantine)o 

Hex ~ W.J._z_ax___dl7 by Christopher st ashe tf , Ballantine 
pbll 342 Poll $3o50o Reviewed by Sarah Beacho 
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A final note on this book~ Darrell Sweet did the coverv 
which is not too bade He has accurately depicted most of 
the details in the scene he illustratesv but he has not paid 
full attention to the description~ Princess Alisande should 
have golden h a i r , not r ed+b r o wn I Could we .;Qle.ase have 
editors (not to mention artists) who pay attention to these 
things? 

Stasheff0s characters are always interesting people to meetv 
but he holds back on really letting the reader feel with the 
characterso When Matt has a dream/vision/experience of 
Hellv we only get a partial sense of his terroro Stasheff 
rationalizes a shade too much to really give the fantasy the 
fredom it needs to answer his observation about medieval 
realitya Stillv he comes closea If he can let go of his 
need to rationalize t.h i n qs , I think Stasheff could write a 
very effective fantasyo 

Matt begins by insisting that people call him a "wizard"o 
He do e s nt want to be called a "s o r c e r e r " and thus a s s o-: 
ciated with Evilo Having begun by aligning himself with 
Go od , Good works (it seems) to keep him in Li ne , If there 
is a weakness in s t e sb e f f ' s s t o ry , it is that Matt does not 
seem seriously tempted to Evil after he learns the nature of 
this universeo He occasionally comes close to error by 
over=rationalizing certain thingsv or by lack of understan= 
d i nq , but never is he tempted to willful misuse of the great 
power he has access too 
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Overallu this is one of the best volumes to appear in this 
serieso Due credit goes to the authors for writing these 
stories, and to Saha for choosing themo 

"Paladin of the Lost Hour~ by Harlan Ellison has been widely 
acclairnedv and won a Hugov but I found it excessively heart= 
warming and s e n t i m en t a L, something like a Spider Robinson 
story, only better-writteno ~unferno" by George Alec Effin­ 
ger is enjoyable in itself but badly placed as the lead=off 
storyu as its cute Yiddish view of hell spoils the appetite 
for the less slapstick virtues of the stories following ito 

There are several other fine stories in the collectiono 
"ni nne r in Audoqhas t " by Bruce Sterling effectively answers 
the questionv What if Shelley0s Ozymandias had had a prophet 
to warn him of his impending destruction? He wouldn°t have 
believed i t , of cour se, '0Preliminary Notes on the Jang0u by 
Lisa Goldstein is a surreal tale of an anthropology student 
who finds an unknown civilization that0s living in an apart= 
ment in Los Angele so "Po r t.un e s of a Fool 00 by Nicholas 
Yerrnakov and uuThe Face in the C l c t.h" by Jane Yolen are both 
newly wrought fairy tales of some subtletyo And ~The Castle 
at World0s End~ by Chris Naylor is the best Dunsany pastiche 
to appear since HoPo Lov e c r a f t '.s . 

Decidedly the best to my tastes is "Flight"v by Peter Dick= 
insonv a long tale which is actually not a story at allv but 
a rnock=scholarly narrative from the highly inventive history 
of an imaginary country that Dickinson has createdo 
"Flightw tells a story of a primitive tribe and its encoun= 
ters with outside authority over a period of centuriesv and 
does so in a wryv dead=pan style that owes something to 
Douglas Adamso My reaction on finishing this story was 
immediately to re-read itv twiceo It0s a footnoted delighto 

Anno 1985 was a good year for fantasyv and this collection 
of eleven fantasy short stories from that year bears that 
statement auto The stories vary in qualityv but all are at 
least interesting and a couple may well become classicso 

The Yea~ Best Fantas~ Sto(.Les Uv edited by Arthur Wo 
Sahao DAW pbv 226 Pov $2o95o Reviewed by David Bratrnano 
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Gene Wolfe 

"The roots of names interest me even more than the roots of 
other words. Did you know that Larry Niven is the Man from 
the Snows of Laurentum, or that Kate Wilhelm is the Pure 
Woman With the Desirable Helmet? Nearly all of us have 
legionary or warrior or high fantasy names of one sort or 
another. My own means a Wolf Is Born. But Vincent Di Fate 
is the Liege of the Conqueror From Faerie, which is best of 
all." 

ccccccccccccccccccc===================== 

My initial impression from reading the cover blurbs was that 
this book was going to be either extremely good or extremely 
bad. I am happy to say that it turned out to be extremely 
good. 

The story is written as serious drama, but many of the plot 
situations are comedic. Despite this -- and the stereotyp­ 
ical characters, and the predictable plot -- the book works 
very well. The sole reason is the superb character develop­ 
ment. Each character is a distinctive individual with the 
strengths and flaws of a real person. Friesner has a superb 
ear for dialects. Most authors write dialect speech phonet­ 
ically; Friesner uses word patterns and sentence structure 
to convey a dialect. The accents leap out from the page at 
you. Friesner also knows New York City very well, and has 
presented a vivid picture of the city. 

This is easily one of the best fantasies that I have read in 
a long time, even though the story is rather simple and 
predictable. A dragon is roaming the multiverse destroying 
worlds. A knight named Persiles has been pursuing the 
dragon, and their final battle is to take place in contem­ 
porary New York City. When the knight first appears in New 
York, he is mugged. He spends most of the story trying to 
recover his horse, armor, and magical weapons -- the only 
way to defeat the dragon. Persiles enlists the aid of 
Sanchi, a streetwise Puerto Rican kid, and Sandra Horowitz, 
a Jewish American Princess. There is a host of secondary 
characters, including an elf and a giant. 

N..e.H York .Qy Knight by Esther Friesner. Signet pb, 252 p., 
$2.95. Reviewed by Danny Low. 
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Requirements for committee members are the same for each 
committee (please note these before you volunteer!)~ You 
must state your willingness to read all the finalists, and 
also state whether or not you are willing to have your name 
and address included on a list to be distributed among the 
members of your committee for purposes of intercommunica­ 
tiona For each committee, Christine will be sending out 
lists of nominees by February 28th, from which you must pick 
five books that you would like to see as finalistse Your 
choices must be returned to Christine by M~ il.t,; she will 
then tabulate the vote and inform the committee of the five 
finalists. These five are the books you must read (or re= 
read) by the final voting deadline of July 15th. 

Members may nominate books for both awards, and may serve on 
both cornmitteeso Nominations (no more than five books for 
each award, please) and requests to be on either or both 
committees by 2..{k to Christine 
Lowentrout, 

The Mythopoeic Scholarship Award is given to a book on 
Tolkien, Lewis, and/or Williams that makes a significant 
contribution to Inklings scholarshipe For this award, books 
published during the last three years (1984=86) are eligi= 
ble, including previous yearsu finalistso Last year's winner 
was Charles Williams, Poet .Q.f Theology by Glen Cavalieroo 

The Mythopoeic Fantasy Award is given to a fantasy novel, 
mul t i+vo l ume novel, or single=author story collection pub= 
lished during 1986 that best exemplifies ~the spirit of the 
Inklingswo Reissues (such as paperback editions) are eligi= 
ble if no earlier edition was a finalists Individual books 
in a series can be nominated if they stand on their ow nr if 
they donut, the entire series counts as a multi=volurne 
novel, and is eligible the year the final volume appearso 
Last year0s winner was B4idge Qf Bizrls by Barry Hugharto 

My ttuocac ..;lwaras 
The Mythopoei c Society presents two annual awards, its 
Fantasy Award and Scholarship Award, at Mythcon each sumrnero 
Subscribers to Mythprint and Mythlore, as members of the 
Society, are eligible to nominate for both of these awards, 
and to serve on the selection committees, which choose the 
finalists and the award winnerso 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Display Ad rate is $10 for a full page (8 by 6 

1/4); $5 for a half page (either 4 by 6 1/4, or 8 by 3). 
Let yourself be known to your fellow readers! 
Submissio  sent to: 

Reviews, discussion reports, news i terns, letters, and 
other submissions are always welcome. We can retype material 
into our computer, so any readable form is accepted. 

Artwork is also always wanted, especially cover art! 
The maximum cover art size is 6 inches high by 6 1/2 wide, 
but we can reduce or enlarge. 

SUBMISSIONS 

The number in the upper right corner of your mailing 
label is the "Whole No." of the last issue on your subscrip­ 
tion. Subscription, including membership in the Society, is 
$7 for 12 issues (one year) in the USA. Please add $2.64 if 
you desire first class delivery or if you live in Canada. 
The rate is $9.00 for overseas surface subsciptions; airmail 
is $12. Checks should be payable to The Mythopoeic Society, 
and may be paid in US or the equivalent funds. 

The Mythopoeic Society also publishes two quarterly 
magazines: Mythlore, a journal of Tolkien, Lewis, Williams, 
Fantasy and Mythic Studies (subscription is $12/year) and 
~ Mythic Circle, publishing fiction, etc. ($9/year). Send 
subscriptions to the Society at the address above. 

The address for subscriptions & back issues of Mythprint 
and o

c/o Lee Speth, 

SUBCRIPTIONS 

Mythprint is the monthly bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society, 
a nonprofit educational organization devoted to the study, 
discussion, and enjoyment of myth and fantasy literature, 
especially the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis and 
Charles Williams. 
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