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Cavid Brainan
R B MCallum The Mister Inkding
Cavid Bratnan

Vgeat Indingswerebominthe year 1898 C S Lewisand Onen Barfidd

But athird Indingwas dso bomthet year: R B MoGallum onAugust 28
1898, in Padey, Soocbnd, where the falric corres from—Hhis father was avester
dyer intre textile i He died May 18 1973 Like mot of the Indi
MCallumwas an m\ﬂstymbmc, but with a difference: he
andwrate on history and palitics, and during %gpslast yearshevss Mg,
the eledted heed, of his odle@—apwtlm the likes of which no ather Irkllng
evaraieved ar evenaspired to. Sowhat was a Soattishsoda saiertistwith cany
palitical avhitions doing inagraup of unvwarldly Edlish literary e The arsner
’tgigt%to 1995 whenJ. R R Talkien wes elected Oxford’ Rrofessor of

o

IVbst Odord dons are Fellons of their indivicLel adlleges, elected by the ather
Fellons theywill be shering quarterswith, and cnosen not just for their acacermic
attainents but for thet quality apty called adlleggality. But professars, ofwhom
there are relaively few ae dnosen by spedad committees carsisting nostly of
other profesars., Baaseﬂeymstm\eromstomklnardsmd fadlities to
eet ather dors i, they then getwished on to adlleges which may have hed little
syintheirelection Talkien found hinrselfattached to Peniorake Gallece: perres
the nost aut of the way, asoure, and poarest, and ciefinitely the srallest adllege
S KorE o IRy oSO, ey Flo

Stingul its faculty corsi alVester, a Fellong,
emleklen B}{ed , thet same year C S Lewis Was elected to IVegrelen
QHIhI Fdlons

Tdklmhated%hde He dleditamsarade, unfriendyplace, adwanted
nothing more then to eke its st off his feet (Letters 108). He hed little in
conmron with the other dars, whombe anti-Catholic (Letters 84) ad
e

e 0 sareghen

rame s hinsef, Roneld MGl



R B MGHlum The Vester Inking

IMbst Soats cksiring book-leaming go to ane of SoatlandSexcdllent universities,
but MeCallum hed attencled Oxdiord and reed histary;, affter sevice inVAGrid War
|. Then he hed spent ayear in gradLate work at Prinoeton, meking him perheps
the first Inkling to visit Arerica, and taught at Glasgow University near hare,
befare being elected to his fellonghip

Tolkien found MbGalluma congenial soul, bout although the: Inidings begen
mestinginthe 1930s itwas ot until after Vordd War 11 thet MoGallumwas to ke
s arong them His gpearance there may have been for two reesars: s the
mestingswient an, thelr angirel purpose s cocesias to Srare literary conpositions
faoad to the beck of the picture, and good conversation becanre thelr main purnoose;
and they becae, to an extant, popular and wellHeown During the Thirties
nolody hed known about the Inlings group but thensedves, but duringand after
thewar they begen gethering at their favarite pub, the “Birdand Bay;”and itwes
hard to missthem Hunphrey Carpenter wites of those who to an extent elected
thensehves s Inklings (INdings 156). Tl‘eyv\erttotrepbsesla'a whichwee
relai\elyopen andangled for the opportunity toattend “feal’” Inkdings neetings,
the Thurstay nights in Lewiss roans a IVigdalen MbCallumwes evicertly ae
ofthese. Rertgys he was looking far rore autlets for the seriaus conversation e
lovect perhaps hews trying, sshe dlid in ather venLes, totest his oan sodiel stetLs
in the university by ssaing Ifthe: INklings would acosat him

The evicenee as townether they did or not is deaicedly mxed. MeCalluns
aohvert was possibly the result of Talkiens tendency to ring along guests or
prospective menroers without askang first if they would e weloore. When
I\/bChIIundldmtsmNLpfaav\hleln 198 WH Lewissaid ‘e dl thought
[re] hed tecitly resigned” ardv\aedlsaxnirtedv\rm it later proved he hed not
(BUTESZB) Later, Lenss, though still desaribing MbCalluns conversation as
m‘chras’ (Diary, Nov. 22, 1949), paid himthis backtended conplinent: “+He
e rrpaesmastlrre gaesalmv\darld |fcne gatstkfle urpr&admm in |I$I€I’il‘$)\é(i %T

you are heving a tuton | yppose ahistary don cannae \very
Hstoryinawdi‘erv\ay’(adimZZS). This isacoeating, but grudgingly o and
since Tolkien hed sone lengthy alosanoes framithe graup during this period, vhen,
Jon Wain writes, “Ore of the founding nrenroers introouced a notorious bare
intothe drde and thenstayed anay on the grounds thet the nregtingswere baring”
(185), are may well wonder whom he might berefemrgto It is sad thet
MoCAlluns*fordy figure domineted any gathering he attended” (Felcayreld 525),
and thet may have been &s true of the Inklings as of any ather. Tolkiens viewof
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MCGAIums rde in the Indings might ke hidden in his description of Alexanckr
CGareron of the Notion Club, a Soattish histarian ofwhomit is said, “No ore
remebers his baing invited to join the Aub, ar knons why he canes, but e
Aﬁﬁ'&tﬁf trci)dtirm”regj Wll?)snhy died 199, the pub
Inings’ regular eetings died out in 1949,
neetings continued adivaly, and MbCallumwas often presert, despitedl his other
resoorsibilities. Sy, anethinks, MbCallumwaould not have continued attending
dl those years ifhe did nat fed welaone; yet he ey have been ddliviaus to any
ddilke MCallummust have felt sarre loyalty to the Inldings as anentity, because
after C S Lensdiedin 1963 he attenated to continue the netings. But evicedy
nobody dewanted to attend sessians at which MoGallumrather then Lewswes
the central figLre, and hequiddy acospted the situetion, grandly ringingthe curtain
e 1 st ST g 5 NeLly. 6 erce
more light In a sysent’ : | ter
Hooparsamual “Fies of C S Lewss” parties.
i Iy B ST e A ST
in cation sseemto among his strongest positive
deraderigtics. Another institution thet dlained his attention was the Odard
Vegeaire, a svall-arculation jourrdl ained exdusively at an audience of dors.
Lenrs, Tdkien, and their felloav Inkling Newill Goghill suiomitted nany poens
adatidestoitintne 19335 MoGallumwrate for it o, and continuedto do o
far the rest of his cars—rostly amusing vigettes of university life, often under
suchas\emm Fak which e hed pludeed at rancomfromagezetteer
of Indara, I—bdgsawdheesac&aetemgi“tm ardaeraltinesstorgld
In &5 emergency eciitar. Not ance but twice ication sputtered to a halt
for firendia ressons, MbCallumistepped in to reorganize the megpzines firenaidl
kesisand resune publication. The last tine he did this, dsoseving as editar, Wes
s e B LT ety LG g et
Y5 LSt totreaty ngue INeneningare esiang
%)eraihimtarkmar London (Odord Vegezire Editaral Comrents; Levers

'Hsm' loydlty, honever, wes to his adllege and the university. Homitre
ju’iorfellorr/\é%amm’nde mrmeinsaio?‘%tp;/util he becanre the sanir
tutar, and by the earty 19605 he was esserntially ruming the adllege inplace of an
eldatyinvalid IVister. Vihen the Mester firelly died in 1985, it was only returdl
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for MbCGallum then 57, tosuoossdhim the first Vester in FenrdeSertire histary
nottokeadagynan I-b}“eldtfepﬂtlmfcrlv\d\ewsutll hisoanretirenet

The 19505 and 19305 wereaperiod of treendous growth for Odard. Many
newaors and students hed to ke attached to the dlokr adlleges. Bien Penrrdee
took itsgare: by the tire of MbCAlluns retirerrent it hed over 25 Fellons. Most
of the posts were addked during his tenure, and indluded the first sdientists ever to
teach at Perrbrake. MbCallum conrbirned a loyalty to Oxfords tracitional style
withanenthusiasmifar nealyexpancid edLicational opportunities, acktemingtion
to improve acackrTic stanckrs, and akeeness to raise the money nesckd to do
these things. He suparvised the college’s physical exqparsion, parsinonioLsly
mertlrgaragbonrgslmetcfddmﬁes Into anewquedragle rather then
tearingthemdoanand bulldingan ugly mockemist auce inthelr dace. The Inkdings
mﬂwksnigl?qroedofm aestretlcsersrtlvrtytri} leest. A ep g

umsattenats to put Penrbrake on the Odord sodd ngp og

before hiseledion as Mester, and induckd aprgject to invite distinguished figures
framather adllegss to direwith the Fellons: Tt ey sayas much about Penfrde
asabout MeGallumhinrselfthet his first saverd dhoiss dll dedlined, one of them

% ng‘thet he didntwart to dinewith [hing mhsTuasiy aranaydher
night,”’but sying it inwhet seared to lumas “Suchadhaming mamer &
raced it of dl offerse” \Wss MbCallum ddlivias to the fact thet sone peaple
didnat care far his company? W H Lawisshookhis headwhen he heard about it
‘Aqueer fidh M, &8 | said befae” (Oary, Nov. 2, 199).

ot to ke stopped with ruming his adllege, during those years MeCallum
doenedasassisat vice-crenodllor and as the unversitys representative on the
Oxfard Gity Coundll, an institution other dons in gereral wanted nathing to do
with. Hessas to have hed an appetite for edministration, and to heve beenfairly
gpodat it, for dl thet he might reve beendunrsy ar imitating. Hs adlleagues must

rave thought well enough of his dalities to elet him Mester. Inshart, hewes a
don’ con, with bath the positives and necetives of the reed and whet ot
differentiated imfromatiers wes his tolerance of points ofviewather then his
oAn This broadimindedhess ves useful when tutoring political soience studants,
adit naydsokaebeem/\%mv\asﬂeodydonof S admnistrative SatLre
who redlyhed tire for tre |

Fcntmstberermberedm athough autsickrs taday think oftie Indings

Intessertial O<fordﬁgms ﬂwmaeraﬁobdasraferocummstof
Od‘crgjaa:hncsouaylnmnlrre Theywere corsicered fuzzy-headed nen
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with adischin for progress and no interest in endless comittee edtings. They
wrdte loarompopular rligiaus bodks and strange tales aboout dnanves and hadaits,
And the Inklings retumed the fedling about the university establishent, clling
them bland self-inportant men who did nat lowe the sugjedts they taught and
who felt there ves soething more redl aboout a factory then a field MeCallum
ddnotseredl the establishment fedings—e hed, for Irstance, reedandenjoyed
TreHoott, if anly; perhggs, because it was the work of a Fellovof Parbradle—
but he did have the establisent parsordlity and syle. S it is ot surprising
thet, while the Odord hierardhy found himuseful and evenlikeldle, the odd dors,
the outsiders, often did not. Hugh Trevor-Roper, the Regius Professar of Hstary,
apopulanizingwriterwho had been foisted onan unwilling university, once called
MbCallum*asandtinonious Soattishiass.”\VAhen the two soLared offas canpaign
manecers in the Chancellorship election of 1960, Trevor-Roper proved hinrself
tzrezﬁdpditidm His man beat MoCallums ren by adear nrgjarity (Home
Reeding MbCallunsacadamicwritings ey help one understandwhy Trevar-
Roper thought him sandtimoniols. MbGallumwas a conpetent histarian in a
traditional ook, not a ressarder but an anelyze, spedidizing inexlaining the
esis for public gpiniors. Hewrate five fullHength books, three of themdireatly
onthet stiject. The most influential ofthese, TheBritish General Hedtion of 1945,
co-authored with agradete studert narmed Alison Reedian, was the ploreenng
wark of psgahology; the acackric study of elections (afield MbGallum
and founded asenes of stuiies that continues tocky. Fiesaarmrgmeledlmv\h
it istill gaing on isacommonplace idka now but MbCallumthought of it first
fraa 4). f&% ook, Pudlic Qainion and the Lial:édFEBca Witt?pE during
Wi ll, Vayrard ’swcblyane gpinionontre Tregty
of\erslles thet itwesanisakeand the LeagLe of Ntiars hed leendoonred
toadlgse. MoCGAllum bradly or fodlishly; argued thet the failure was the result
ofablinkeredand manipulated puidlicapinion, and pleackd for anewandsounder
Leag e after the presert war. Qpinion ey have leen noving in his direction,
because the Uhited I\Htlorsﬁthsqmﬁcaida Hs most unusLal ook wes dso
written in the midst ofthe war, and pubdlisned in French under the title Lesarmess
cesgaration Addressed to Hrench exdles, Ganediars, and colonials (etropolitan
Franoe was still under Gemran oocupation and inecoessille when he wiate), it
sought to justify to the French Britisn attitudes during the early years of var., It
was Ao publisned in Eglish o thet the British could leamwhet MoCallumves
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syingtotheir dlies. “Sanctinonious” may ke the best word to cesarie MeCAllus
patient and rather condescending over-explanetions of British custons and
atitudes, a tone present in much of his non-spedialist writing for the gererd
pudlic. (It is evicert, for instance, in his elementary panrphlet How Britain is
Goverred)) The reackr of MbCalluns lbooks nray be struck by their non+tedhnical
darityand their essyand sure commrand of fadts, the signs of ascholarwho knons
his field, but aso by a certain windiness—nat the sare s verbosity—and the
e, more than with many acackmic tredtises, that one can hear the author
lecturing at you

IVbCallunis pieces on university life for the OdordMegeaine, though similarly
wirdy; are delightfully relaxed and witty, becase he was wiriting for an audience
of his pears. Soe of his best pleces are gentle riloings of university austans,
cerenonies, and traditions inthe formofpestides ofwiters such as Bmest Baneh
andJ. M Sye Heevenrils hineelf. Inone artidle he disousses the universitys
offical list of graduate students and their thesis topics. “It is a formidable
document,” hewrites, ‘and I wonder ifather dors have the exqerience which hes
caretoneofreadingsone ratrerdurwstaterrertofaabject, inthe recognized
jargon [....] and thinking v\mtexlraordmrythrmpeqdedo ”and then reading

on unckr ‘Supervisar’ and finding your oan naie” (\WWork” ).

IMeGalluns two other books concem the history of the Liberal Party: albrief
biography ofits late leader H H Asauith, and an intellectal history of the party,
the latter a refreshing extersion of scholarly rigar in a field where nost histories
ae purely dlectaral. MbCallumwaes an active mentoer ofthe party, which itselfis
significart. Inhisyouth and for the generation befare, unoker Gladstone, Asouith,
and Lloyd Gorge, the Lileral Party hed beenanrighty, progressive force in Britain,
but by his adulthood it hed faded and was on itsway to becoring aminor party.
Whether inpover or aut of it, the Liberals of the timewere the party of petermelistic
refam inwhich the upper and middle dassss, noved often by nonconformist
religios fenvar, decided whet Wes best for the poor and cave it tothem Itwas the
perfect party for asavere Soattish Presyterian like MbCallum Gunn showns thet
IVbGallum stuck with them in their dedling, as he stuck with ather doscure
institutions like Perrorole and the Inklings. Inhis last years he moved, like sarre
other Liberals; to the palitical right, becoming aranky in the face of student and
anti-Vietram WA protest (430).

Besicks writing scholarty warks, dons tutor undergraduates. MoCallumdid
well at this, taking an interest in the student mind, working with his pupils
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sragtfovady, ad irspiring neither the devation nor the bewildemrent thet
C S Leasad MGallumispupils comnect himtoardes far removed fromwhet
ae nomallyassooiateswith the Irkdings. Mbst aspl e;? Bitishpdlitidans—saven
of the lest ten Rine Mnistars, for irstanoe—t and most of the
aanrg politicians at Oxford resd aaourse called IVbdem Gests, Which aorsists
jects. Philosoahy; Rlitics, and Econamics. As a prominent tutor in
palitics, I\/CCBIILmV\asm ardaTard aen iLdertsmtfrcm
Fmtrde\/\rmewmajlags palitics dors. Sove ofhis studentswent an
tocistlrgjsmdwreers Inthe lae ]SI-Da IMorgen wites, MbCallumtutored a
%rrm raed Hrold Wilson, and helpped him look far a jab in
qurall Wilson deaiced to beoore an economist (36, 47-49). Leter,
Wilsonwert into Laboour Party palitics; and lecame Pine Minister inthe 19905
and 197Gs. Intre early 19505 MbCAllumtutored Mdheel Heseltine, apraminent
Gorsanetive paliticianofthe 19805and 19908 But Heseltinevies acadless tuckr,
more interested in shining in ceetes at the Odiord Lhnion then in getting high
(Qitchley 34, 9-11). MCAllum favorite stucert, and are of his very
I3, Wasan Anerican Stholar framAd<arsss called Bl Fulngt. L,
J. William Fulbright becare a US: Saretar, draimren of the Sarete Forel
Relatiors Commttee, ardarra'tortotfeyurg Bll dinton. For rearly
years, Fulbright and MbGallumstayed intouch, witing letters thet are nowinthe:
Fullbnght [essing on advice on are sick and current Arrerican palitical
rens on tre ather, disossing intermetional affairs and courteausly disagreaing
aoot the Vieremr (Qm419-3). thbngg himselfattributed the inpulse
behind his intermetional education ddaships, to his
intemationalist political ecLication atlhe hends of Ilm(Fubi .

In later years, Fulbright wes known by his political eneries &s HAforight
Qe worcks if this jike was in Lee in his Oxford ciys and if MbGallum ever
mentioned his pupil s rene to his friend Tolkien, and if 0 whether the rene
might have inspired thet of acheracter clled Swise, which nears “relf-nise”
Bt thet is pure goeculation There is mdwnrematoajdmleamd
aoout R B MGllumandhisrdeintre Anmnbathvamiyloedad
ardently disliked, a dry academic and aI wit, a talented and warldly
mﬂéln%%%g I;a\a I\%Eigllldonax naaeatﬂelrkh bout cevated
to | en umpresarts apersordli conmon
threack ae particularly ddllenging to teese oLk, Y
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