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The Excellent Absurdity: Substitu tion and 
C o - I n h e r e n c e  i n  C . S .  L e w i s  a n d  C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m s

N a n c y  C . H a n g e r

" I t  i s  s i l l y ,  s o o th ," h e  a n sw e re d , "a n d  d a l ­
l i e s  w ith  th e  in n o c e n c e  o f  l o v e ." 1

To sp e a k  o f  th e  a c t s  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n  an d  e x ­
c h a n g e  i s  t o  sp e a k  o f  c o in h e r e n c e . B e c a u se  o f  
t h e i r  v e ry  n a tu r e ,  th e s e  g lo r io u s  a c t io n s  m u st 
go  t o g e th e r ;  an d  in  su c h  u n io n , b r in g  a b o u t 
th e  s t a t e  o f  m ind  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  th e m a t ic a l ly  
s o u g h t b y  th e  w r i t e r s  o f  m odern  m y th s . T h is , 
th e  " E x c e l le n t  A b s u r d i ty ," c a n  b e  t r a c e d  
th ro u g h  su c h  a c t s  o f  e x c h a n g e  an d  c o - in h e r e n c e  
i n  th e  s t o r i e s  an d  p o e tr y  o f  C . S . L ew is ( p a r t ­
i c u l a r l y  th e  S p a c e  T r i lo g y  an d  T i l l  We H ave 
Fa c e s ) an d  C h a r le s  W illia m s  ( th e  A r th u r ia n  Cy­
c l e ,  A ll  H a llo w s E ve an d  D e s c e n t I n to  H e l l ) .

S u b s t i t u t i o n  i s ,  a s  w o u ld  seem , th e  a c t  o f  
p u t t i n g  o n e s e l f  i n  a n o t h e r 's  p la c e , o r  c a r r y ­
in g  a n o th e r ’ s  b u rd e n  (w h e th e r  v i s i b l e  o r  i n v i s ­
i b l e )  . E x ch an g e  i s  o f  th e  sam e n a tu r e — fro m  
th e  g lo r io u s ly  m y s te r io u s  e x c h a n g e  o f  th e  E uch ­
a r i s t ,  t o  th e  c o n c r e te  e x c h a n g e  o f  m oney o r  
g o o d s in  hum an a f f a i r s .  B u t t o g e th e r ,  w hen 
l iv e d  in  a l i f e  o f  e x c h a n g e s , th e  f e l lo w s h ip  
o f  c o - in h e r e n c e  e n t e r s  i n .  T h is  s t g t e  o f  g iv ­
in g  an d  ta k in g , h o ld in g  an d  b e in g  h e ld ,  i s  
s e e n  b e s t  in  C . S . L e w is ' d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  
h o u s e h o ld  o f  S t .  A n n e 's  in  Th a t  Hid e o u s  
St r e n g t h . N one a r e  s e r v a n t s ,  y e t  no  o n e  ra n k s  
h ig h e r  th a n  a n o th e r — in  th e  f i n a l  s e n s e  o f  th e  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  n o t io n . T hey l i v e  n o t o n ly  in  
s in g l e  a c t s  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  th e  
t o t a l i t y  o f  c o - in h e r e n t  e x c h a n g e . T he a u th o r ­

i t y  o f  R ansom  i s  u n m is ta k a b ly  a b s o lu te ,  b u t  i s  
a l s o  s e e n  i n  th e  l i g h t  o f  c o - in h e r e n c e . H e re  
th e n , i s  th e  E x c e l le n t  A b s u rd ity ; Ransom  i s  
n e e d e d , y e t  a l s o  s u p e r f lu o u s . I n  T he R e g io n  
o f  th e  Summer S t a r s ,  W illia m s  show s a  p a r a l l e l  
Com pany (p e rh a p s  a u to b io g r a p h ic a l  o f  h i s  own 
e x p e r ie n c e ) , h e a d e d  b y  T a l i e s s i n  w ho, i n  sp e a k ­
in g  t o  D in a d a n , a c k n o w le d g e s  h i s  s u p e r f lu ­
o u s n e s s  :

D in a d a n  s a i d :  "W ell e n c o u n te re d , l i e u t e n a n t
( th e y  c a l l  y o u ) o f  G o d 's  new g r a c e  in  th e  

s t r e e t s  o f  C a m e lo t."
T a l i e s s i n  a n s w e re d : "W hat s h o u ld  I  d o ,

c a l l i n g
m y s e lf  a  m a s te r , an d  f a l l i n g  so  t o  P 'o -  

l ' u ?  . . .
C a tc h  a s  c a tc h  c a n — b u t th e  h ig h e r  c a u g h t 

i n  th e  lo w e r ,
th e  lo w e r in  th e  h ig h e r ;  an y  b u y e r  o f  s o u ls
i s  b o u g h t h im s e l f  b y  h i s  p u rc h a s e ; ta k e  th e  

l ie u te n a n c y
f o r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  s h y n e s s  th e  e x c e l l e n t  

a b s u r d i ty  h o ld s .

L e w is ' S p a c e  T r i lo g y  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e s e  
th e m e s th ro u g h  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  R ansom . D u r­
in g  h i s  lo n g  i n t e r i o r  d ia lo g u e  o n  P e r e la n d r a , 
Ransom  d is c o v e r s  th e  p a r a d o x ic a l  c o - in h e r e n c e  
o f  h i s  nam e— th e  nam e f o r  a  p ay m en t t h a t  d e ­
l i v e r s ,  a n  e x c h a n g e . N o t o n ly  i s  h e  a  R ansom , 
b u t  He who s e n t  h im  ( M a le ld il)  i s  a l s o  nam ed 
Ransom — " th e  w o r ld 's  ra n so m , h i s  own ra n so m .
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w e ll h e  k n e w . "3 And y e t ,  th e  e x c e l le n t  a b ­
s u r d i ty  i s  s t i l l  u p h e ld . I f  Ransom d id  n o t 
s u c c e e d , a n o th e r  w o u ld . H is  w as, an d  w a s n 't ,  
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The r e c o g n i t io n  o f  s u p e r -  
f lo u s n e s s  f r e e d  h im  to  p e rfo rm  th e  a c t  o f  su b ­
s t i t u t i n g  h im s e lf  in  th e  f a t e  o f  P e re la n d ra  
a g a in s t  e v i l ,  an d  s u c c e e d .

The v e ry  th em e o f  Th a t  H id eo u s S tr e n g th  i l ­
l u s t r a t e s  ex c h a n g e  an d  c o - in h e re n c e  in  th e  fo rn  
o f  m a trim o n y : "M u tu al s o c ie ty ,  h e lp , an d  corn-
fo rm  t h a t  th e  o n e  o u g h t t o  h a v e  o f  th e  o t h e r ."  
(p . 13) T hus s e t  in  th e  them e on  p a g e  o n e , th e  
c h a r a c te r  o f  J a n e  becom es a  fo c u s  f o r  co ­
in h e re n c e . S t .  A n n e 's  Company c a r r i e s  s a lv a ­
t i o n  to  J a n e , who i s  in  tu r n  c a r r i e d  b y  i t  and  
c a r r i e s  i t  t o  h e r  h u sb an d  M ark (a k in  t o  th e  
" th e o to k o s "  o f  th e  V irg in  M ary ). The name S t .  
Anne i s  a c lu e  in  i t s e l f — Anne b e in g  th e  m o ther 
o f  M ary, th e  a rc h e ty p e  o f  c o - in h e re n c e  in  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ’ s s to r y .  The h o u s e h o ld  o f  S t .  
A n n e 's  i s  an  e x c e l le n t  m odel o f  w h a t C h a r le s  
W illia m s  c a l l e d  th e  " f i r s t  s t a t io n "  o f  ex ­
ch an g e :

. . . t h o s e  who l iv e d  by  a  f r a n k n e s s  o f  h o n ­
o u ra b le  e x c h a n g e ...

. . . s e r v i t u d e  i t s e l f
w as s w e e tly  f e e 'd  o r  f r e e d  by  th e  w i l l in g  

p r o f f e r
o f  i t s e l f  t o  a n o th e r , th e  ta k in g  o f  a n o th e r  

t o  i t s e l f
in  d e g re e , th e  m aking  o f  a m u tu a l b e a u ty  

i n  e x c h a n g e ,
b e  th e  ex c h a n g e  d u t i f u l  o r  f r e e ly  d e b o n a ir .

(RSS, p . 1 5 6 .)

T he a b s o lu te  freed o m  from  h ie r a r c h y  a n d "dem o­
c ra c y "  in  t h i s  h o u se h o ld  i s  show n in  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  th e y  h a v e  no  s e r v a n ts , y e t  e v e ry o n e  d o es 
h a v e  a  p la c e . T h e re  i s  no h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r , 
y e t  Ransom  i s  th e  D ire c to r /P e n d ra g o n . S o , in  
a n  a tm o sp h e re  o f  s h e e r  s u b s t i t u t i o n  an d  c o - 
in h e r e n t  l i f e ,  a b s o lu te  freed o m  com es from  
a b s o lu te  o b e d ie n c e . Y e t, ev en  th e  D ir e c to r  i s  
s u p e r f lu o u s  u n d e r M a le ld il  H im se lf!

L ew is c o n tin u e s  to  exp an d  on th e  them e o f  
s u b s t i t u t i o n  in  a m ore s p e c i f i c  m anner in  T i l l  
We H ave F a c e s . H e re , ex ch an g e  upon ex ch an g e  
i s  m ade, th e  s a c r i f i c e r  becom es th e  s a c r i f i c e ,  
and  c o - in h e re n c e  r e ig n s .  O ru a l seem s to  h av e  
an  i d e n t i t y  b y  b e in g  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  o th e r s :  
"You s h a l l  a ls o  b e  P s y c h e ."4 , " I  am U n g it"
(p . 2 7 6 ) . H er l i f e  c o n s i s t s  o f  one s u b s t i t u ­
t i o n  f o r  a n o th e r ;  th o u g h  u s u a l ly  h e r  w ish e s  
f o r  s u b s t i t u t i o n  a r e  u n a c c e p ta b ly  s e l f i s h ,  
w h ile  sh e  u n w itt in g ly  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  h e r  s i s ­
t e r  in  a c o r r e c t  m an n er. P s y c h e 's  l a b e l  o f  
th e  G re a t O f fe r in g  i s  t h a t  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s c a p e g o a t, o r  p a s c h a l lam b , a p u re  v ic t im  to  
a to n e  f o r  th e  p e o p le . H ow ever, th e  O f f e r in g 's  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  th e  B ru te  c a r r i e s  e c h o e s  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  in  i t s  c o - in h e r e n t  n a tu r e . The 
p r i e s t  o f  U n g it e x p la in s  i t s  p a ra d o x ic a l fo rm :

I n  th e  G re a t O f f e r in g , th e  v ic t im  m ust b e  
p e r f e c t .  F o r , in  h o ly  la n g u a g e , a man so  
o f f e r e d  i s  s a id  t o  b e  U n g i t 's  h u sb a n d , and 

 woman i s  s a id  t o  b e  th e  b r id e  o f  U n g i t 's  
s o n . And b o th  a r e  c a l le d  th e  B r u te 's  
S u p p e r. ...S o m e  sa y  th e  lo v in g  and  th e  d e ­
v o u r in g  a r e  a l l  th e  sam e th in g . (p . 48)

As in  o u r  s to r y ,  th e  g r e a t  c o - in h e r e n t  m y s te ry  
ta k e s  p la c e  in  a  god who i s  O ne, b u t n o t o n e . 
T he T r i n i t y ,  u n d o u b te d ly , i s  th e  w e l l- s p r in g  
o f  a l l  c o - in h e re n c e  in  an y  C h r is t ia n  m y th .

O r u a l 's  w ish  t o  b e  s u b s t i tu te d  f o r  P sy ch e  
a s  th e  G re a t O f fe r in g  c a n n o t  b e  a c c e p te d , b e ­
c a u s e  o f  h e r  s e l f i s h  i n t e n t io n s .  She d o e s  n o t 
y e t  h a v e  a  f a c e — h e r  e n t i r e  i d e n t i t y  l i e s  in  
p o s s e s s in g  P sy c h e — h e n c e , h e r  u g l in e s s .  T h is  
o f f e r  o f  ex ch an g e  i s n ' t  a c c e p te d , b u t  a n o th e r  
b e g in s  t o  fo rm  in  th e  p a in  o f  O r u a l 's  s id e .
T h is  p a in  i s  th e  p a in  o f  G lom e, c a r r i e d  b y  
O ru a l, f i n a l l y  t o  b e  c u re d  b y  h e r  s e r v ic e  a s  
Q ueen . S o , a n o th e r  u n w ittin g  s u b s t i t u t i o n  and  
c o - in h e re n c e  i s  m ade. As O ru a l b e g in s  t o  r e a l ­
iz e  w h a t h a d  b e e n  m ean t b y  th e  g o d 's  "You s h a l l  
a ls o  b e  P s y c h e ," m ore o b v io u s  ex ch an g e  ta k e s  
p la c e . T he " im p o s s ib le "  ta s k s  U n g it ( o r  V enus) 
h a s  s e t  f o r  P sy ch e  to  p e rfo rm  a r e  u n w itt in g ly  
a id e d  b y  O ru a l, in  a  v i s io n .  She c a u s e s  th e  
sh e e p  to  ru s h  a t  h e r ,  le a v in g  t h e i r  g o ld e n  
f le e c e  on b u s h e s  f o r  P sy ch e  to  e a s i l y  g a th e r .  
She c a l l s  t o  P sy ch e  (o r  h e r s e l f ,  a s  i t  seem s 
in  r e t r o s p e c t )  t o  sa v e  h e r  fro m  d ro w n in g .
She c a r r i e s  th e  bow l o f  b e a u ty  from  th e  U nder­
w o rld  a c r o s s  b u rn in g  s a n d s , in s te a d  o f  P sy c h e . 
Such s u b s t i t u t i o n  i s  e x p la in e d  to  O ru a l by  
th e  F o x :

" G ra n d fa th e r , sh e  w as a l l  b u t  u n s c a th e d . 
She w as a lm o s t h a p p y ."

"A n o th e r b o re  n e a r ly  a l l  th e  a n g u is h .”
" I?  I s  i t  p o s s ib le ? "
" T h a t w as o n e  o f  th e  t r u e  th in g s  I  u se d  

to  sa y  t o  y o u . D on' t  you rem em ber? We' r e  
a l l  lim b s  and  p a r t s  o f  one w h o le . H en ce , 
o f  e a c h  o th e r .  M en, an d  g o d s , flo w  in  and 
o u t an d  m in g le ."  (p p . 3 0 0 -1 )

F in a l ly ,  in  th e  g lo r y  o f  c o - in h e re n c e , id e n ­
t i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  s i s t e r s  becom es s u p e r f lu ­
o u s . "You a ls o  a r e  P s y c h e ,"  ta k e s  on a  t r u e  
m ean in g  now . O ru a l h a s  b o rn e  an d  b e e n  b o rn e :

"And- Ps y c h e , in  t h a t  o ld  t e r r i b l e  tim e  
w hen I  th o u g h t h e r  c r u e l . . . s h e  s u f f e r e d  
m ore th a n  I ,  p e rh a p s ? "

"S he b o re  much f o r  you  th e n . You h a v e  
b o rn e  so m e th in g  f o r  h e r  s in c e ."  (p . 304)

O ru a l i s  a ls o  now t r u l y  U n g it, a c c e p tin g  th e  
g i f t  o f  b e a u ty  sh e  th o u g h t sh e  h ad  b o rn e  f o r  
a n o th e r . T h ro u g h  p a in f u l  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  a l i f e  
(o r  d e a th )  o f  c o - in h e r e n t  n a tu r e  h a s  come t r u e  
f o r  O ru a l.
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T he th em es o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n  an d  e x c h a n g e  a r e  
a t  th e  v e ry  c o r e  o f  C h a r le s  W illia m s ' l i t e r a ­
t u r e — th e  A c ts  o f  th e  C ity  a r e  in d e e d  th e s e  
v e ry  t h in g s .  A ll H a llo w s  E ve d e a ls ,  th e n , 
w ith  th e  p r o g r e s s iv e  s a lv a t io n  o f  tw o women 
th ro u g h  s u b s t i t u t i o n  and  c o - in h e r e n c e . A co n ­
s t a n t  in te r tw in in g  o f  d e l i g h t f u l  d e p e n d e n c e  
ta k e s  p la c e :  " e a c h  in  tu r n  th e  H o ld e r  an d
th e  H e ld ." 5

L e s t e r ’ s  le s s o n s  i n  c o - in h e r e n c e  b e g in  in  
s im p le  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  o th e r s ,  su c h  a s  n e e d ­
in g  R ic h a r d 's  h a n k e r c h ie f . 6 T h en , sh e  y i e ld s  
t o  E v e ly n 's  n e e d  o f  h e r ,  u n p le a s a n t  th o u g h  i t  
may b e  f o r  L e s t e r .7 T he c i t y  o f  L ondon i s  
so o n  s e e n  a s  a v i s io n a r y  C ity  in  W illia m s ' 
b o o k s . J o n a th a n 's  p a in t in g  o f  L ig h t h o ld in g , 
y e t  b e in g  h e ld  b y  th e  su n  in  th e  C i ty , c r e ­
a t e s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  m o t i f .  T he A c ts  o f  th e  
C i ty , th e  Body o f  c o - in h e r e n t  s o u ls ,  i s  t h i s  
v e ry  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e .
T he V ir g in  M ary i s  u s e d  a s  a p e r f e c t  ex am p le  
o f  c o - in h e r e n c e :  "R edeem ed fro m  a l l  d iv i s io n
in  h e r s e l f ,  w h o le  an d  i d e n t i c a l  in  b o d y  an d  
an d  s o u l an d  s p i r i t ,  sh e  u t t e r e d  th e  W ord and  
th e  W ord becam e f l e s h  in  h e r ."  (p . 62) T heo ­
to k o s :  b o rn e  b y  an d  b e a r in g  G od.

B e t t y 's  " e r r a n d s "  i n  th e  C ity  f o r  S im on ta k e  
on  a j oy o u s a i r ,  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  f o r  
a n o th e r :  " h e r  s a lv a t io n  w as h i s  p e r i l . "
(p . 83) E q u a lly  jo y o u s  i s  h e r  h e lp  f o r  h e r ­
s e l f ,  a  s im p le  e x c h a n g e  o f  c a r e f r e e  jo y :  
" H e lp in g  h e r s e l f  w as a lm o s t l i k e  h e lp in g  
a n o th e r , an d  h e lp in g  a n o th e r  w as v e ry  m uch 
l i k e  h e lp in g  y o u r s e l f ."  (p . 80) H e lp in g  
o t h e r s ,  h o w e v e r, c o m p le te s  th e  s u b s t i t u t i v e  
a c t  f o r  B e tty  an d  L e s te r .  L e s t e r 's  n e e d  o f  
e x c h a n g e d  f o r g iv e n e s s  w ith  B e tty  b r in g s  h e r  t o  
H ig h g a te , an d  a l s o  s a v e s  h e r  from  S im on , w hose 
e v i l  ig n o ra n c e  c a n n o t s e e  re d e m p tiv e  a c t s . 8 
"W here sh e  h a d  o n c e  r e f u s e d  t o  h e lp ,  s h e  w as 
now l e f t  t o  n e e d  h e lp ."  ( p . 123) B e t ty , a l ­
r e a d y  s c h o o le d  in  su c h  w ay s, o f f e r s  im m e d ia te ­
l y :  "C an I  do a n y th in g ? "  (p . 129) T h is  p h ra s e
i s  a n  e a rm a rk  o f  W illia m s — a n  a c t  o f  e x c h a n g e  
o r  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i s  a b o u t t o  ta k e  p la c e .  I n  
rem em b erin g  a l l  t h a t  L e s te r  o n c e  d id  t o  h e r ,  
B e tty  i s  a b le  t o  f o r g iv e  an d  f r e e  h e r  t o  e n te r  
i n t o  th e  A c ts  o f  th e  C i ty .  L e s t e r 's  c o ­
in h e r e n c e  i s  e v id e n t :  "S h e w a s, a n d .m u s t b e
now , th e  v ic t im  o f  h e r  v ic t im ."  (p . 131) F o r­
g iv e n , th e y  b o th  e n te r  i n t o  jo y — a s e r io u s ^  
l a u g h te r ,  a lo r d ly  l o v e l i n e s s .  T h is  fre e d o m  
g a in e d  b y  a r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  e x c e l l e n t  a b ­
s u r d i ty  o f  i t  a l l  com es t o  J o n a th a n  an d  R ic h ­
a r d  a l s o ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  " s e c o n d  s t a t i o n "  o f  
s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  W illia m s :

W ary o f  m uch c h a t t e r ,  y e t  w hen th e y  k is s e d
o r  p r e s s e d  h a n d s , th e y  c la im e d  an d  w ere  

c la im e d  a t  o n c e ,
n e i t h e r  asham ed  o f  ta k in g  n o r  c h a ry  o f  

g iv in g .

lo v e  b eco m in g  f a t e  t o  d e d ic a te  s o u ls .
(RSS, p . 156)

A f a l s e  e x c h a n g e  o f  su c h  f e l lo w s h ip  i s  s e e n  
w hen Sim on an d  E v e ly n  " s m ile "  a t  e a c h  o th e r  
th ro u g h  th e  b a r r i e r  o f  d e a th . I t  i s ,  a s  
R ic h a rd  p u t  i t ,  b la sp h e m y .

A g ra n d  a c t  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n  ta k e s  p la c e  a s  
L e s te r  o f f e r s  h e r  h e lp  t o  B e tty  w hen Sim on 
t r i e s  t o  m a g ic a lly  d i s s o lv e  h e r  m o r t a l i t y .  T he 
s im p le  p h r a s e , " B e tty , i f  you  w an t me I ' m h e re "  
(p . 157) o p e n s  u p  th e  re a lm  o f  G ra c e  a s  L e s te r  
p u ts  h e r s e l f  a t  h e r  f r i e n d 's  t o t a l  d i s p o s a l .  
S im on , ig n o r a n t  t h a t  h e  i s  s p e a k in g  t o  L e s te r  
i n s te a d  o f  B e t ty , p ro c e e d s  w ith  th e  d i s s o lu ­
t i o n .  B u t L e s te r ,  s e c u r e  i n  th e  a c t  o s  su b ­
s t i t u t i o n ,  f in d s  h e r s e l f  on  a  fra m e  o f  c o ­
in h e r e n c e :  "B etw een  s ta n d in g  an d  l y i n g , , sh e
h e ld  an d  w as h e ld ."  ( p . 159) B e t ty , in  m ur­
m u rin g  “L e s te r "  ( th u s  in v o k in g  th e  E te r n a l  
Name b y  y e t  a n o th e r  s u b s i t u t i o n ) , g iv e s  o v e r  
a l l  t o  e x c h a n g e  an d  a llo w s  L e s te r  t o  t r u s t  m ore 
i n  h e r  h o ld in g  " f ra m e " , o r  C r o s s . The r e v e r ­
b e r a t i o n s  o f  su c h  c o - in h e r e n c e  a r e  f e l t  th ro u g h ­
o u t th e  C ity .®  L e s t e r ’ s  e x c h a n g e  b ro a d e n s :
" in  h e r  d ro w s in e s s  a  k in d  o f  v i s t a  o f  in n u m e r­
a b le  som eo n es d o in g  su c h  th in g s  f o r  in n u m e r­
a b le  som eo n es s t r e t c h e d  b e f o r e  h e r ."  ( p . 163)
T he " t h i r d  s t a t i o n "  o f  c o - in h e r e n c e  i s  th u s  
a t t a i n e d :

w h e re  th e  f u l l  s a lv a t i o n  O f a l l  s o u ls  
i s  s e e n , an d  t h e i r  c o - i n h e r i n g . . .

. . . t h e r e  men
w e re  know n e a c h  a lo n e  an d  n o n e  a lo n e , 
b e a r in g  an d  b o r n e . (R SS, p . 157)

T he jo y  o f  th e  A c ts  o f  th e  C ity  a r e  o p en ed  
t o  L e s te r  i n  a  v i s i o n  a s  sh e  p a s s e s  t o  S im o n 's  
h o u s e  w ith  E v e ly n , f o r  E v e ly n 's  s a k e  a lo n e .
T he C ity  i s  a  B ody, i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  A c ts : 
" F o r h e r e  c i t i z e n s h i p  m ean t r e l a t i o n s h i p  an d  
knew  i t . . . . W h a t  o n  e a r th  i s  o n ly  in  th e  h a p p i­
e s t  m om ents o f  f r i e n d s h ip  o r  lo v e  w as now n o r ­
m a l."  (p . 189) T he b o d y  o f  th e  dw arf-w om an 
w h ic h  i s  th u s  in h a b i te d  b y  L e s te r  an d  E v e ly n  
u n d e r  th e  m ag ic  o f  S im on i s  an  a n t i t h e s i s  t o  
th e  C i t y 's  u n i t i n g  an d  u n i te d  B ody:  " th ro u g h  
i t  th e y  c o -h e re d  t o  e a c h  o th e r  b u t  c o u ld  n o t 
c o - in h e r e ."  ( p . 221) T h is  b o d y  d o e s  p e rfo rm  
a  n e e d e d  f u n c t io n , p r o v id in g  a m eans f o r  L e s ­
t e r  an d  R ic h a rd  t o  m e e t a t  l a s t  an d  e x c h a n g e  
f o r g iv e n e s s .  (An i n t e r e s t i n g  ex am p le  o f  s im ­
p le  e x c h a n g e  o c c u rs  on  th e  w ay , a s  L e s t e r / t h e  
d w a rf b e g s  c o in s  t o  m ake a p h o n e  c a l l .  Mon­
e y , th e n , i s  n o t e v i l  i n  i t s e l f  b u t  a  sym bo l 
f o r  t h a t  b a s ic  e x c h a n g e  fro m  w h ich  i t  e v o lv e d .)

S im o n 's  l a s t  m a g ic a l a c t  p r o v id e s  th e  med­
ium  f o r  a  l a s t  s u b s t i t u t i o n .  A v o o d o o -ty p e  
d o l l  o f  B e t ty  i s  c o n s t r u c te d , b u t  M rs. W a ll­
in g f o r d  u n w it t in g ly  s u b s t i t u t e s  h e r s e l f  a s  
i t s  v ic t im  w hen s h e  i s  s ta b b e d  b y  th e  p in :
"S h e w as b e in g , b y  a n  o p e r a t io n  w h ich  h e r  own
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w i l l  h a d  in  th e  b e g in n in g  e n c o u ra g e d , s lo w ly  
s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  B e t ty ."  (p . 253)

T he A c ts  o f  th e  C ity  a r e  c o m p le te d  i n  th e  
d e a th  o f  Sim on an d  ex c h a n g e  o f  M rs. W a llin g fo rd  
f o r  h e r  d a u g h te r . C o - in h e re n c e  in  th e  B ody, 
a s  i s  s e e n , com es fro m  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  a l s o  
o p e n in g  th e  freed o m  and  jo y  t o  p e rfo rm  i t :

T he o rg a n ic  bo d y  sa n g  to g e th e r ;
th e  A c ts  o f  i d e n t i t y  a d o re d  t h e i r  L o rd ;
th e  so n g  s p ra n g  and  ra n g  in  B y z a n tiu m .

(TTL, p . 30)

An ev en  m ore p o in tb la n k  ex am p le  o f  s u b s t i ­
t u t i o n  o c c u rs  in  D e sc e n t I n to  H e l l , a s  th e  
d a i ly  a c t  o f  e x c h a n g e  i s  e x p la in e d  b y  W illia m s . 
P a u l in e 's  n e e d  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i s  o b v io u s  from  
th e  s t a r t — sh e  i s  s e e in g  a  d o p p e lg a n g e r w h ich  
i n c i t e s  u ndue w o rry  and  f e a r .  B e c a u se  o f  h e r  
c o n s ta n t  f e a r ,  sh e  c a n n o t u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t i t  
i s  t o  t r u l y  c a r r y  a n o th e r 's  b u rd e n  o r  w h a t i t  
i s  t o  g iv e  up  h e r  own:

" I  w ish  I  c o u ld  h a v e  h e lp e d  y o u .. .Why do 
you  r e f u s e  to  le a n ? "

" I  d o n 't , "  P a u lin e  s a id  b i t t e r l y ,  " b u t 
t h e r e 's  no— " She w as on  th e  p o in t  o f  s a y ­
in g  "n o  h e lp  in  le a n in g " ;  sh e  re c o v e re d  
h e r s e l f  an d  ch an g ed  i t  t o  "n o  n e e d  to  
l e a n . " 11

P a u l in e , th e n , m u st le a r n  t o  a c c e p t s u b s t i t u ­
t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a b le  t o  e v e r  p e rfo rm  th e  
a c t  h e r s e l f .  T he b a c k g ro u n d  o f  Jo h n  S t r u th e r  
a s  a  m a r ty r  i n  h e r  fa m ily  i s  in tro d u c e d —  
m arty rd o m  b e in g  th e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  s u b s t i t u ­
t i v e  an d  c o - in h e r e n t  a c t  o f  m o r ta ls .

W en tw o rth , m e a n w h ile , i s  s lo w ly  c lim b in g  
to w a rd s  H e ll  by  d is a v o w in g  th e  R e p u b lic  (C ity )  
an d  a l l  i t s  u n i ty .  He "h ad  n e i th e r  a d m itte d  
n o r  r e j e c t e d  t h i s  n e c e s s i ty ,  n o r  ev en  q u e s t­
io n e d  an d  b e e n  h u r t  b y  i t ;  h e  h a d  m e re ly  ig ­
n o re d  i t . "  ( p . 76) T . S . E l i o t 's  " L i t t l e  G id - 
d in g "  com es t o  m ind h e r e :

T h e re  a r e  th r e e  c o n d i t io n s  w h ich  o f te n  
lo o k  a l i k e

Y e t d i f f e r  c o m p le te ly , f l o u r i s h  i n  th e  
sam e h ed g e ro w :

A tta c h m e n t t o  s e l f  an d  t o  th in g s  an d  to  
p e r s o n s , d e ta c h m e n t

From  s e l f  and  fro m  th in g s  an d  fro m  p e r s o n s ;
a n d , g ro w in g  b e tw e e n  th em , in d i f f e r e n c e  

W hich re s e m b le s  th e  o th e r s  a s  d e a th  r e ­
se m b le s  l i f e . 12

A p ath y  i s ,  t r u l y ,  a  t e r r i b l e  s i n .  As i s  s o l i ­
tu d e  s p r in g in g  fro m  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  w h ich  i s  
w h at L i ly  S am m ile ( L i l i t h )  recom m ends f o r  W ent­
w o r th : " I t ' s  good  f o r  man to  b e  a lo n e ."
(p . 8 6 )13

The c h a p te r  "T he D o c tr in e  o f  S u b s t i tu te d

L o v e ,"  i s  a g u id e l in e  o f  p r e c i s e ly  t h a t .  S ta n ­
h o p e  e x p la in s  q u i t e  p l a in ly  t o  P a u lin e :

To b e a r  a  b u rd e n  i s  p r e c i s e ly  to  c a r r y  i t  
in s te a d  o f . . . .Y ou m u st b e  c o n te n t  t o  b e  
h e lp e d . You m u st g iv e  y o u r b u rd e n  up  to  
som eone e l s e ,  an d  you  m u st c a r r y  som eone 
e l s e 's  b u rd e n . I  h a v e n 't  m ade th e  u n iv e r s e  
and  i t  i s n ' t  my f a u l t .  B u t I 'm  s u r e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a law  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e , and  n o t to  
g iv e  u p  y o u r p a r c e l  i s  a s  much to  r e b e l  a s  
n o t t o  c a r r y  a n o t h e r 's .  Y o u 'l l  f in d  i t  q u i te  
e a s y  i f  you l e t  y o u r s e l f  do i t .  (p p . 9 8 -9 )

A r a t h e r  v iv id  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  S ta n h o p e 's  a c tu a l  
a c t  o f  r e c e iv in g  h e r  f e a r  f o llo w s , a lo n g  w ith  
th e  p o in t  t h a t  i t  m a tte r s  n o t w hen s u b s t i t u t i o n  
o c c u r s , b u t  t h a t  i t  o c c u rs  a t  a l l .  H en ce , P a u l­
in e  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  h e r s e l f  f o r  
S t r u t h e r 's  f e a r  o f  m arty rd o m  by  f i r e  th ro u g h  th e  
fo u r  h u n d re d  in te r v e n in g  y e a r s . (And a l s o  a 
r a t h e r  n e a t  e x p la n a tio n  f o r  th e  C h u rc h 's  p r a y e r s  
f o r  s a i n t s  and  th e  d e a d .)

P a u lin e  i s  u t t e r l y  ch an g ed  b y  g iv in g  up  h e r  
b u rd e n , a c c e p tin g  th e  A c ts  o f  th e  R e p u b lic ; 
w h ich  a llo w s  h e r  s a lv a t io n  from  M rs. S a m m ile 's  
p ro m ise  o f  freed o m  fro m  fe l lo w s h ip  o f  o th e r s ,  
freed o m  from  e v e r  h a v in g  to  " do a n y th in g "  f o r  
an y o n e  a g a in . T h is  l a s t  n o tio n  s t r i k e s  a  n o te  
i n  P a u lin e , re m in d in g  h e r  o f  th e  a l l  to o  r e c e n t  
" g lo ry  o f  p u b l ic  e x c h a n g e ,"  (p . 1 l l )  She i s  
now re a d y  t o  h e lp  o th e r s ,  t o  e n te r  i n to  c o ­
in h e re n c e  th ro u g h  s u b s t i t u t i o n .  I n  o f f e r in g  
t o  h e lp  h e r  g ra n d m o th e r, M rs. A n s tr u th e r , sh e  
o p en s h e r s e l f  to  a id  th e  s u ic id e  b a c k  t o  l i f e  
( c o - in h e r e n t  l i f e )  in  th e  C i ty , b y  d i r e c t i n g  

h im  to w a rd s  L ondon . I n  o p e n in g  h e r s e l f  t o  jo y , 
sh e  r e a d ie s  h e r s e l f  t o  c a r r y  Jo h n  S t r u t h e r 's  
b u rd e n  o f  f e a r .

As P a u lin e  s e e s  S t r u th e r ,  th ro u g h  th e  e t e r ­
n a l  m om ent o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  " s h e  h e r s e l f  w as 
o f f e r e d , in  a m o st c e r t a i n  f a c t ,  th ro u g h  f o u r  
c e n tu r i e s ,  h e r  p la c e  a t  th e  t a b l e  o f  e x c h a n g e ."  
(p . 169) U n ab le  t o  s p e a k , h e r  d o p p e lg a n g e r 
a c c e p ts  th e  m a r ty r 's  b u rd e n  in  a m om ent o f  c o - 
in h e r e n t  a c t io n :

. . . t h i s  o th e r  h a d  done w h a t sh e  h ad  d e s i r e d , 
an d  y e t  n o t th e  o th e r ,  b u t  s h e , f o r  i t  w as 
sh e  who h a d  a l l  h e r  l i f e  c a r r i e d  a  f e a r  
w h ich  w as n o t h e r  f e a r  b u t  a n o th e r 's ,  u n t i l  
i n  th e  en d  i t  h a d  becom e f o r  h e r  i n  t u r n  
n o t h e r s  b u t  a n o th e r ’ s .  (p . 170) 

T he jo y  t h a t  sh e  h a d  l iv e d  w ith o u t (s e e n  a s  h e r  
d o u b le ) w as now n o t o n ly  c o - in h e re d  t o  S t r u th ­
e r ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  h e r s e l f  in  m u tu a l e x c h a n g e .

W en tw orth  and  A d e la , h o w ev e r, c a n n o t s h a re  
in  su c h  an  e x c e l l e n t  a b s u r d i ty — n o r c a n  P a u lin e  
h e lp  th e m . She c a n n o t le a r n  A d e la 's  " p a r t " —  
" th e  lo r d  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n "  m u st c a r r y  h e r  h im ­
s e l f . 14 W en tw o rth , on th e  o th e r  h a n d , d o e s n 't
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w a n t an y  h e lp  o f  e x c h a n g e  a t  a l l .  I n d e e d , b y  
th e  e n d , h e  h a s  f o r g o t t e n  e v e n  th e  s im p le s t  
fo rm — h e  c a n n o t r e c o g n iz e  a  c o in  f o r  w h a t i t  
i s . 15 H e ll  i s  th e  o p p o s i te  o f  th e  E x c e l l e n t  
A b s u r d ity  i n  c o - in h e r e n t  A c ts .

T h u s a r e  th e  A c ts  o f  th e  C ity  in te r tw in e d  
an d  r e jo in e d  b y  e x c h a n g e s  o f  fre e d o m  b y  s u b s t i ­
t u t i o n ,  c o - in h e r e n c e , an d  y e t  m ore s u b s t i t u t i o n  
b y  t h a t  f re e d o m . A ll  o n e  c a n  d o  i s  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  th e  com pany o f  su c h  s t a t i o n s  (e x c h a n g e , 
s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  an d  c o - in h e r e n c e — a s  W illia m s  
d iv id e d  th em ) w ith  " s u c h  jo y o u s  an d  h ig h -  
r e s t r a i n e d  o b e is a n c e  o f  l a u g h t e r . " 16

" A r is e , s h in e ;  y o u r  l i g h t  i s  com e; th e  
g lo r y  o f  th e * L o rd  i s  r i s e n  u p o n  y o u ."  H is  
v o ic e  q u ic k e n e d : "And y o u 'l l  do  i t  w e l l ,
ta k in g  p r e t t i l y  an d  g iv in g , b u t  th e  L o r d 's  
g lo r y ,  P e r i e l ,  w i l l  m anage t o  k e e p  u p  w ith  
y o u , a n d  I  s h a l l  t r y . " 17
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