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Quenti Lambardillion A 
Column on Middle-earth Linguistics

P au l N o la n  H yd e

With the w ritin g  o f  th is  second a r t i c l e ,  we have 
concluded th a t  there  w ill be g rea te r v irtu e  in  a l t e r ­
n a ting  the focus o f th is  column (a t le a s t  fo r the time 
being) between T ranscrip tions from the various s c r ip ts  
used in  M iddle-earth and T ranslations from the various 
d ia le c ts  represen ted  in  the M iddle-earth volumes. The 
best p a r t o f th is  decision had to  do with the actual 
physical production o f M ythlore. (I am a c tu a lly  w rit­
ing th is , a r t i c l e  before receiv ing  the Fall is s u e .)  We 
w ill proceed, however, with our o rig in a l in te n t to have 
th is  fea tu re  be more o f an open forum ra th e r  than a 
p o n tif ic a tin g .

There are over th i r ty  passages w ritten  in Middle- 
e a rth  languages ex ta n t  in  T o lk ien 's works. Chosing one 
or two to  discuss is  an ex traord inary  challange. The 
semantic complexity o f Quenya is  enormous; Sin'darin is  
d ia le c t  ridden ; Black Speech, Laiquendi, S ilvan , and 
the o ther languages are  s c a n tily  represented  or not a t  
a l l .  Some o f the passages, however, have common th reads, 
sometimes in conjunction with the n a rra tiv e  and some­
times in conjunction with the speakers. We have chosen 
th ree  sh o rt pieces which have both n a rra tiv e  and speaker 
th reads: G andalf's invocations o f f ir e  and his command 
to  the West-gate o f Moria.

Of the three sp e lls  which Gandalf c a s t while the 
Fellowship was in the Misty Mountains, the two c a s t  on 
Caradhas are the 'most d i f f ic u l t  because the T ranslation  
requ ires an understanding o f the power with which Gan­
d a l f  has been endowed. In both instances f i r e  is  pro­
duced, but no explanation  is  given as to what kind of 
f i r e  i t  is. or why i t  obeys Gandalf, o ther than the fac t 
th a t he is  a w izard. Being a w izard, however, does not 
allow Gandalf to  s e t  aside Order for anarchal magic. The 
key to  understanding what Gandalf does and, th u s, what 
is  happening in the T ranslations o f his commands, re ­
quires in s ig h t in to  the source of a l l  being, the Imper­
ishab le  Flame.

The f i r s t  sec tion  o f  S, "A inulindale", recounts the 
o rig in  of the Ainur and of the world.

And i t  came to  pass th a t Ilu v a ta r  ca lled  together 
a l l  the Ainur and declared to them a mighty theme, 
unfolding to  them things g reater and more wonder­
ful than he had ye t revealed ; and the glory of i t s  
beginning and the splendor of i t s  end amazed the 
Ainur, so th a t  they bowed before I lu v a ta r  and were 
s i l e n t .

Then I lu v a ta r said  unto them : 'Of the theme th a t 
I have declared unto you, I w ill th a t  ye make in 
harmony together a Great Music. And since I have 
kindled you with the Flame Imperishable ye sh a ll 
show fo rth  your powers in adorning th is  theme,each 
with his own thoughts and devices, i f  he w il l .  But 
I w ill s i t  and hearken, and be glad th a t through 
you great beauty has wakened in to  song. (p. 15)

L ater, I lu v a ta r s a y s : " . . . I  w ill send fo rth  in to  the 
Void the Flame Im perishable, and i t  sh a ll be a t  the heart 
o f the World, and the World sh a ll b e . . ." ( p .  20)

In the "Valaquenta", speaking o f the music o f  the

Ainur, Tolkien says: Ilu v a ta r  gave to th e ir  vision  Being, 
and s e t  i t  amid the Void, and the Secret Fire was sent 
to  burn a t  the heart of the World; and i t  was ca lled  Ea. 
(P- 25)

All l i f e  and being is  permeated with th is  Secret 
Fire or Flame Im perishable. In the case of Melkor and his 
se rv an ts , the flame has become negative, a dark or black 
flame. When Gandalf confronts the Balrog in the mines of 
Moria, the c o n tra s t between the two is  c lea r:

'You cannot p a s s , ' he sa id . The ores stood s t i l l ,  
and a dead silen ce  f e l l .  ' I am a servant of the 
Secret F ire , w eilder o f the flame of Anor. You can­
not pass. The dark f i r e  w ill not avail you, flame 
o f Udun. Go back to  the Shadow! You cannot p a s s . '

The Balrog mad no answer. The f ir e  in i t  seemed 
to d ie , but the darkness grew. I t  stepped slowly on 
to  the bridge, and suddenly i t  drew i t s e l f  up to  a 
g rea t he igh t, and i t s  wings were spread from wall to  
w all; but s t i l l  Gandalf could be seen, glimmering in 
the gloom; he seemed sm all, and a lto g e th e r alone: 
grey and bent, lik e  a wizened tre e  before the onset 
of a storm.

From out of the shadow a g rea t red sword leaped 
flaming.

Glamdring g l i t te r e d  white in answer.
There was a ring ing  crash and a stab  of white 

f i r e .  The Balrog fe l l  back and i t s  sword flew up in 
molten fragments. The wizard swayed on the bridge, 
stepped back a pace, and then again stood s t i l l .

'You cannot p a ss ! ' he sa id .
With a bound the Balrog leaped fu ll upon the 

b ridge. I ts  whip w hirled and hissed .
'He cannot stand a lone!' c ried  Aragorn suddenly 

and ran back along the bridge. 'E le n d il! ' he shouted. 
‘ I am with you G andalf!'

'Gondor!' c ried  Boromir and leaped a f te r  him.
At th a t moment Gandalf l i f t e d  his s t a f f ,  and cry­

ing aloud he smote the bridge before him. The s t a f f  
broke asunder and f e l l  : from his hand. A blinding 
sheet o f  white flame sprang up. The bridge cracked. 
Right a t  the Balrog's fe e t i t  broke, and the stone 
upon which i t  stood crashed in to  the g u lf, while 
the r e s t  remained, poised, quivering lik e  a tongue 
o f rock th ru s t out in to  em ptiness.

With a te r r ib le  cry the Balrog fe ll  forward, and 
i t s  shadowplunged down and vanished. But even as i t  
f e l l  i t  swung i t s  whip, and the thongs lashed and 
curled  about the w izard 's knees, dragging him to the 
brink . He staggered and f e l l ,  grasping vainly a t  the 
stone , and s l id  in to  the abyss. 'F ly  you fo o ls ! ' he 
c r ie d , and was gone.

The f ire s  went ou t, and blank darkness f e l l .
( I , 344-5 )

Gandalf as a servant of the Secret F ire has lawful 
au th o rity  to  c a ll upon i t  wherever i t  may be found. The 
question is  what happens when he does ca ll upon i t .  With 
regard to  the two sp e lls  on C aladhras, Gandalf is  appar­
en tly  c a llin g  the Imperishable Flame out of the objects 
he commands. When Boromir asks i f  they could build  a f ire  
ag a in st the storm, Gandalf responds:
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'You can make a f i r e ,  i f  you c a n ,' answered Gandalf. 
' I f  there  are any watchers th a t  can endure th is  
storm , then they can see us f i r e  or n o .'

But though they had brought wood and k ind lings 
by the advice o f  Boromir, i t  passed the s k i l l  o f E lf 
or even Dwarf to  s t r ik e  a flame th a t  would hold amid 
the sw irlin g  wind or catch  in  the wet fu e l.  At la s t  
re lu c ta n tly  Gandalf h im self took a hand. Picking up 
a faggot he held i t  a lo f t  fo r a moment, and then 
with a word of command, naur an e d ra ith  ammen! he 
th ru s t  the end o f h is  s t a f f  in to  the midst o f i t .
At once a g rea t spout of green and blue flame sprang 
o u t, and the wood f la re d  and sp u tte re d .

' I f  there  are any to  se e , then I a t  le a s t  am re ­
vealed to  them ,' he s a id . ' I  have w ritten  Gandalf 
is  here in  signs th a t  a l l  can read from Rivendell 
to  the mouths o f A n d u in .'( I , p. 304)

There was no o b jec tio n  to  normal f i r e ,  but G andalf's 
f i r e ,  tapping as i t  did the very source o f  l i f e  and e x is t -  
ance, was a t e l l - t a l e  s i gn o f  h is p resence. With th is  as 
a foundation , i t  i s  p o ss ib le  to proceed w ith the T ransla­
tio n  of G andalf's command fo r f i r e  s ta r t in g .

fi re fo r me open (c o lle c tiv e  im p eritiv e )
1 2 3 4 5
naur a (n) n ed r(a ) a ith

say (p as t) (1 st p e r .s in g .)
6 7 8
a mm e n

Because o f the lim ited  corpus and the possib le  d i f f ­
erences o f G andalf's S indarin d ia le c t ,  some o f the e le ­
ments must be sp ecu la tiv e  with regard to  th e i r  t r a n s la ­
t io n . The basis fo r th is  and o ther T ransla tio n s is  a com­
p u te r-d e riv ed  g lossary  developed as p a r t o f  my d is s e r ta ­
tio n  a t  Purdue U n iv e rsity . I w ill include the e n tr ie s  
p e r tin e n t to these th ree  Sindarin passages a t  the end of 
th is  a r t i c l e .  The only obscure element is  #5 which I have 
suggested is  some kind o f  c o lle c t iv e  im pera tive . Thus, 
Gandalf may very well be say ing , "F ire open up fo r me, I 
sa id  i t . "

When the werewolves a ttack ed  the Fellowship a sh o rt 
time a f te r  the above in c id e n t, Gandalf is  again com pelled 
to  c a ll  upon the Flame Im perishable.

In the wavering f i r e l i g h t  Gandalf seemed suddenly 
to  grow: he rose up, a g rea t menacing shape lik e  a 
monument o f  some an c ien t king o f  stone s e t  upon a 
h i l l .  Stooping lik e  a cloud , he l i f t e d  a burning 
branch and s tro d e  to  meet the wolves. They gave bacl 
before him. High in  the a i r  he tossed  the b lazing 
brand. I t  f la re d  with a sudden white radience lik e  
l ig h tn in g ; and h is  voice ro lle d  lik e  thunder.

Naur an e d ra ith  ammen! Naur dan i_ ngaurhoth! he 
c ri e d .

There was a ro a r and a C rackle, and the tre e  
above him bu rst in to  a. le a f  and bloom o f b lind ing  
flame. The f i r e  leaped from tre e - to p  to  t r e e - to p .
The whole h i l l  was crowned with dazzling l ig h t .  The 
swords and knives o f  the defenders shone and f l i c k ­
ered . The l a s t  arrow o f Legolas kindled in  the a ir  
as i t  flew , and plunged burning in to  the h e a r t of 
the g rea t wolf c h ie f ta in .  All the  others f le d .

Slowly the f i r e  died t i l l  nothing was l e f t  but 
f a l l in g  ash and sp a rk s ; a b i t t e r  smoke cu rled  above 
the burned tree -s tu m p s, and blew darkly from the 
h i l l ,  as the f i r s t  l ig h t  of dawn came dimly in the 
sky. T heir enemies were routed and did not re tu rn . 
( I ,  p. 312)

The S indarin passage is  qu ite  s im ila r  in  con stru c­
tio n  as the one given above.

fi re fo r (1st p e r . s i n g . ) open (c o ll ,  im p.)
1 2 3 4 5
naur a (n ) n e d r(a ) a ith

say (p a s t) (1 st p e r . s in g . ) f ir e overwhelm
6 7 8 9 10
amm e n naur d ( i)

(im p.) for (1 s t p e r .s in g ) the werewolf host
11 12 13 14 15 16
(o) a(n ) n i ngaur hoth

#10-#13 i s  the most d i f f i c u l t  to  specu la te  about, 
again because the o v era ll corpus o f the passage is  so 
sm all, but the in te rp re ta t io n  is  c o n s is ta n t w ith the 
s tru c tu re  and lexicon o f  S indarin . This kind o f vowel 
te le sco p in g  is  encountered frequen tly  in  the language. 
#l-#8 is  p re c ise ly  the same as the f i r s t  T ran sla tio n  d is ­
cussed. #9-# 16 t r a n s la te s  as i f  Gandalf were say ing , 
"S ecret F ire , overwhelm the host o f the werewolves for 
me".

The th i rd  passage involv ing  one o f G andalf's s p e lls  
is  found on page 320 o f  the Fellow ship. Here Gandalf 
attem pts to  open the W est-gate by way o f a S indarin 
in c a n ta tio n . This one is  fo r  you. Many o f the elem ents 
can be found in Ruth N oel's l i t t l e  book on M iddle-earth  
languages. A more exhaustive source fo r Elvish morphology 
i s  Jim A llen 's  An In troduction  to  E lv ish . Bob F o s te r 's  
Guide is  he lp fu l as w e ll. The th ing  to  remember about 
T olk ien’s languages i s  th a t  the more profound and complex 
the t ra n s la t io n  i s ,  e sp e c ia lly  i f  i t  enriches the flow 
o f the n a rra tiv e  (and vice v e rsa ) , the more the T ransla­
tio n  is  ap t to  be c o r re c t .

GLOSSARY

a ith S (c o lle c tiv e  im p e ritiv e ) ; T ran sla tio n  derived
a (n) S fo r ;  A llen , 71; Road, 58; PNH-130,131
amm S say ; A llen , 71; PNH-106; T rans.d rv .
an (n) (u) S w est, w estern , of the w est; A llen , 72;PNH-

195
beth s word; J5, 363; PNH-62; see quen, q u e tta , la s to ,  

1ammen
d ( i ) s overwhelm, beneath; Road, 64; A llen , 75; see 

d i ' ngurthos;PNH-32,33
e s (past tense m arker); T rans.drv .
edhel s e l f ;  A llen , 77; S.348; PNH-26; see e l ,  e ld a , 

edhi 1
edr (a ) s open; A llen , 77;PNH-32; Trans, drv.
fen s door, g a te ; T rans, drv; PNH-38
hi s t h i s ;  Trans.drv.;PNH-69
(h )oth s people, men, horde, h o s t; A llen , 81; S, 359;

U, 313; PNH-116
i s th e , (pi . a r t .  ) ;A llen , 76; PNH-15
lamm s tongue, vo ice ; A llen , 82; PNH-23
len s way; A llen , 82; S, 338; PNH-70, 72
n s (1 st p e r .s in g .) ,  me, I; A llen , 85; PNH-1, 2
nas s passage; Trans, drv.
naur s fi r e ; 111, 415 ; S, 362; PNH-53
ngaur s werewolf; Trans.drv;PNH-94
nog s dwarf; A llen , 85; PNH-145
non s g a te ; T rans, drv.
(o) s (im peritive  m arker); T rans.d rv .

con tinu ed  on p age 32
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n e e d  t o  f in d  M e r lin . A c c o rd in g  to  som e o f  
th e  g r a i l  s t o r i e s ,  i t  w as M e rlin  who h e lp e d  
P e r c e v a l f in d  an d  c u re  th e  F is h e r -K in g  th e  
se c o n d  tim e . M e r lin  m u st o n c e  m ore p a r t i c i ­
p a te  i n  th e  d e l iv e r a n c e  o f  th e  F is h e r -K in g  
(R an so m ), an d  L o g re s . M e r l in 's  e x is te n c e  i s  
m ore p l a u s ib l e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  F is h e r -K in g . I f  
th e  F is h e r -K in g , o r  o n e  o f  h i s  d e s c e n d e n ts  i s  
a l i v e  i n  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  E n g la n d , why c o u ld ­
n ' t  M e r lin  b e  w a lk in g  th e  E a r th ?  T he w h o le  
id e a  o f  th e  F is h e r -K in g  le a d s  t o  M e r l in 's  wak­
in g , w h ich  le a d s  t o  th e  a w ak en in g  o f  th e  s p i r ­
i t s ,  su c h  a s  S t .  C h a r i ty .

T he F is h e r -K in g  i s  f i n a l l y  h e a le d  t h i s  
t im e . I n  th e  g r a i l  s t o r i e s ,  h e  so m e tim es i s  
h e a le d , b u t  m ore o f te n  i s  n o t .  O nly  now i s  
h e  f u l l y  h e a le d  an d  th e  e n c h a n tm e n ts  ( i n  tw en ­
t i e t h  c e n tu ry  E n g la n d , th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
N .I .C .E .)  a r e  rem oved  fro m  E n g la n d . L o g re s  
seem s t o  b e  p e rm a n e n tly  r e s to r e d .  J a n e , a c t ­
in g  a s  P e rc e v a l in  som e in s ta n c e s ,  f u l f i l l s  
h e r  p a r t  i n  th e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  L o g re s . T he 
c h i ld  sh e  may l a t e r  b e a r  w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  b e  
th e  new P e n d ra g o n , th e  h e i r  t o  R ansom , th e  
F is h e r -K in g . T he F is h e r -K in g  le g e n d  h a s  b e e n  
c o m p le te d .

Q uenti L am b ard illio n , continued  f ro m  page 19

rim S great number, host ( c o l l .p l . ) ;  A llen , 88;U_,
318; S, 363; 
PNH-65, 66

A llen , An In troduction  to  Elvish 
The Sil mar i l l ion 

U_, Unfinished Tales 
Road, The Road Goes Ever On
PHN, Computer derived g lo ssa ry , Appendix A, L in g u is tic  

Techniques Used to  Develop C haracter in  the Works 
of J.R .R . T olkien , Purdue U niversity  (1982)

T h e  M y th o p o e ic  F a n ta sy  A w a rd
C h ris tin e  L ow entrou t, the  S tew ard  in  c h a rg e  of the 

M ythopoeic F a n ta sy  A w ard , would lik e  to  thank  la s t  
y e a r 's  se le c tio n  c o m m itte e , and to  announce th a t m e m ­
b e rs  of the  Society  who w ish  to  nom inate  a book (fan­
ta s y  in  ca teg o ry , pub lished  in 1982) fo r  the  1982 A w ard , 
o r  who w ish  to  s e rv e  on th is  y e a r 's  se le c tio n  c o m m it­
te e , should  w rite  to  h e r  by M arch  1, 1983, a t 115 5th 
St. #2, Seal B each , CA 90740. C o m m ittee  m e m b e rs  
m ust be w illing  to  re a d  a ll five of th e  fin a l ru n n e rs  off. 
The n om ina tions re c e iv e d  by M arch  1 w ill be se n t to  
the  co m m ittee  w ith in  te n  d ay s . . C o m m ittee  m e m b e rs  
w ill have un til A p ril 15 to  s e le c t  five books fro m  the  
l i s t  and to  m ail th e ir  ch o ices  back to  h e r .

We re a l iz e  th a t th is  is  the  w eak link  in the s y s te m  
--e x p e c tin g  the  co m m ittee  to  be fa m ilia r  w ith a  l i s t  of 
books b efo re  the fin a l re a d in g  p erio d , but m o st of the  
co m m ittee  la s t  y e a r  a s s u re d  us (when we f i r s t  t i r e d  
th is  sy s tem ) th a t they  w e re  indeed fa m ilia r  w ith  m ost 
of th e  new w orks in  the  g en re , w hich w as why they  
v o lu n tee red  to  s e rv e  on the  co m m ittee  in th e  f i r s t  p la c e !

W ithin ten  days a f te r  A p ril 15 the c o m m itte e  w ill 
r e c e iv e  a l i s t  of the five w orks w ith the m ost n o m in a ­
tio n s . T hey  w ill have un til Ju ly  15 to  re a d  (o r re re a d )  
the  five  w o rk s , and to  r e tu rn  the  l i s t  w ith the  fiv e  l i s t ­
ed in  o rd e r  of p re fe re n c e . The book w ith the  m ost 
po in ts w ill be announced a t the A ugust C o n feren ce .

T h e  U n iversity  o f O th erw h ere
A nnouncem ent o f  C o u rse  O f fe r in g s

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

H is to r y  2 0 1 . T he K ingdom  o f  N a rn ia , from  
F ra n k  t o  T i r i a n .  A s u rv e y  c o u rs e  w ith  s p e c ­
i a l  e m p h a sis  on. th e  r e ig n  o f  C a sp ia n  th e  S e a ­
f a r e r .  D r. C o r n e liu s .

H is to r y  1 4 1 -2 . H o b b its  i n  th e  T h ird  A ge. 
G u id ed  r e s e a r c h  i n  th e  Red Book o f  W estm arch  
an d  o th e r  d o c u m e n ts . T h e re  i n  th e  f a l l  sem ­
e s t e r ,  B ack  A g a in  i n  th e  s p r in g . I n s t r u c t o r ,  
M r. B ilb o  B a g g in s .

DEPARTMENT OF MAGIC

A p p lie d  W iz a rd ry  2 0 1 -2 . S im p le  s p e l l s ,  r e a d ­
in g  th e  r u n e s , an d  fa n c y  f ir e w o r k s , ta u g h t b y  
G a n d a lf  th e  G re y . N o te : C a n d id a te s  f o r  m ore
a d v a n c e d  s tu d y  w i l l  b e  s u b je c te d  t o  p ie r c in g  
s c r u t in y .

G ram arye 1 an d  2 . L o re  o f  L o g re s , ta u g h t  b y  
M a s te r  M e rlin u s  A m b ro siu s . F ie ld  r e s e a r c h  in  
B ro c e lia n d e , s p r in g  s e m e s te r .

G ra d a lo g y  6 0 6 . De R e tz  an d  o th e r  r e p u ta t io n s  
re -e x a m in e d ?  m e d ie v a l d a rk n e s s  p ro b e d . P r o f ­
e s s o r  G ile s  T u m u lty . L a b o ra to ry  e x p e r im e n ts  
w ith  s e le c te d  v o lu n te e r s .

COMBINED MAJOR IN  WOMEN'S ST U D IE S :

P h ilo s o p h y  3 . The P la to n ic  I d e a s  a s  th e y  e n ­
t e r  th e  w o rld  o f  r e a l i t y .  D r. D am aris T ig h e .

E n g lis h  2 1 5 . T he M y s tic a l M a rr ia g e : D o n n e 's
p o e tr y  re -e x a m in e d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  
e x p e r ie n c e . M rs. J a n e  T u d o r S tu d d o c k .

LINGUISTICS AND PHILOSOPHY

I n t r o d u c t io n  t o  O ld  S o la r , I  an d  I I .  H re s s a -  
H la b  a s  sp o k e n  b y  th e  v a r io u s  r a t i o n a l  b e in g s  
w ith in  th e  F ie ld  o f  A rb o l, w ith  an  e x c u rs u s  on 
th e  d a t in g  o f  S u r n ib u r . D r. E lw in  R ansom .

L o g ic  1 2 3 . T he im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  a  c r e d ib le  
c o n te m p o ra ry  a n g e lo lo g y  i s  c o n c lu s iv e ly  dem on­
s t r a t e d .  M r. M cPhee.

P h ilo s o p h y  0 1 . I t ' s  a l l  in  P la to ;  why lo o k  
f u r th e r ?  P r o f e s s o r  D ig o ry  K irk e .

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION

W ate r S p o r ts  5 0 9 . M e ssin g  a b o u t in  b o a ts , 
ta u g h t  b y  tw o e x p e r t s .

S e l f - R e a l i z a t io n  1 . M oto r M e c h a n ic s , M a r t ia l  
A r ts , an d  S in g in g . BY MR. TOAD.

M ary M S to lz e n b a c h
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