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people one would like to be able to see. AIll in all,
and | do mean all, Stephan P. Clarke's companion is a

treasury and a triumph!
Nancy-Lou Patterson

Ratigan Redux

The Great Mouse D etective. A Walt Disney animated film,

based on the "Basil of Baker Street" books by Eve
Titus. Barrie |Ingham as Basil, Vincent Price as
Ratigan, Alan Young as Mr. Flaversham, Val Bettin as

Dr. Dawson, Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes. Music by
Henry Mancini.

You will recall that when Digory and Polly
journeyed to Narnia, "Mr. Sherlock Holmes was still
living in Baker Street." At the same address was also
living a very clever Mouse, the great detective's
counterpart in the Mouse world. For it seems that under
the floors and behind every wainscotting of Victorian
London, every human, from the great Queen Victoria down

to the lowest cutthroat, had a microscopic rodent
doppelganger. C.S. Lewis would have been delighted to
know this, fond as he was of "dressed animals",

especially anthropomorphic mice.

The Lewisian touch, however, is the fate of
Ratigan in the climactic scene. The suave, urbane,
sophisticated villain, who had been so wrathful at
being reminded that he is a rat, is clearly revealed as
nothing but a rat. His fine expensive clothes are
ripped off his back by Big Ben's machinery, revealing
the grey rat fur underneath. Together with his clothes,
his fine airs are also shed, and he becomes nothing but

a vile, snarling, vicious beast. The chilling,
horrifying scene reminds me of the fates of Eustace,
Ginger, the N.I.C.E. people, and Rabadash — Lewisian
characters who lost their hum anity, or their
anthropomorphism, as the natural consequence of their
evil ways.

There is also a Tolkienian element — in the

character of Fidget the Bat, who is obviously a
reincarnation of the Creeper in the Black Caldron film .
That character was clearly patterned after Gollum (see
review in Mythlore 46).

Though less impressive visually, The Great Mouse
Detective is overall a much better movie than The Black
Caldron. The visual effects are never allowed to become
the center of attention, but they remain, as they
should, subservient to the plot, and even more to the
characters — and marvelous characters they are, too.

Several changes have been made from Ms. Titus'
books. To mention just one, Basil and Dr. Dawson (Dr.
W atson's Mouse counterpart) here meet for the first
time in 1897, a long time after their encounter
according to the books. But such alterations by now are
an unavoidable Disney tradition, and most of the

changes seem to be improvements in this case.
Benjamin U rrutia

MYTHLORE 47: Autumn 1986

This stationery is available for $5 plus $1 in

handling. It features four designs, all found in
M ythlore number 35: The C eltic circles portray themes
from J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Levis, and Charles W illiams.

Each circle is at the top right of the page and is 3
5/8" in diameter, with a lined border around the page.
The fourth design is of the four corners found on the
front of this sheet, but much larger in size. The set
includes 4 sheets of each design, making 16 printed
sheets, 12 blank sheets, plus 16 envelopes. The paper
is of neutral but beautifully antique-appearing
parchment. Each set makes fine personal stationery both
for men and women, and are excellent for a special
mythopoeic g ift. Send your order to: Orders Department,
1008 N. Monterey St., Alhambra, CA 91801.

Yolen Interview, continued from page 36

YOLEN: Read fantasy — and as many different kinds as
possible. Don't get stuck in just one — high or low,
humorous, tall tale, neolithic or future fantasy, time

travel and all the rest. And to all writers | say,
write everyday. Writing is a muscle that needs daily
exercise or else it becomes flabby.

(This interview was conducted by mail)

"Dragonfield", "The Lady and the Merman", "The White

Seal Maid", and "Angelica" are published in Dragonfield
and Other Stories. Ace Fantasy Books: New York, 1985.

Cards of Grief. Ace Fantasy Books: New York, 1984.

Stone", and
Booke. Ace

"The Dragon's Boy", "The Sword and the
"Evian Steel" are published in Merlin's
Fantasy Books: New York, 1986.

M ythopoesis, continued from page 29

about in those cloud-banked skies in the sound of
Thor's hammer: the sparks from the anvil will be flying
and soon his feet will come crashing through the trees
with wind and rain on his heels.



