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rEdil'9nal
Hello again! Welcome to The Mythic Circle 17. We think
this is a particularly strong story issue, with a provocative
mix of surrealism, folktale, and traditional myth. Douglas
Rossmann returns with another marvelous Norse saga, and
a new author, Macgregor Card, offers impressive verbal
pyrotechnics patterned after Escher. We are also pleased to
welcome Paul Edwin Zimmer back to our pages with his
poem "The Person from Porlock. •
While we are not featuring a "Mythopoeic Youth"
section in this issue, it should be noted that both Macgregor
Card and Daniel Jenner are young writers; they were both
seventeen when they submitted the pieces which appear
here. Impressive, hmn? So write and give them your comments!
Speaking of which, we need more Leners of Comment!
The magazine was originally conceived as a writers' workshop in print, and we believe that is still a valuable function.
To fulfill that function, though, we require your letters.
When you read the magazine, jot down comments and send
them in. We want to know what you think, and, of course,
our authors need to know what you think.
We are writing this toward the end of April, but, as
these things go, the magazine probably won't be in the mail
until the end of Ju;y. So-our best wishes for a wonderful
summer to all of youl-

ef fL'9mmenl

of'e#ers

Dear Editors,
N16 was a delight as usual. A few nits I've picked: in
"The Last Paragraph," I would have liked to see some good
come to the Story Man through his giving. Perhaps he
could have determined to do more work with children
because he enjoyed sharing the stories. The switch of focus
from him to the girl at the end was jarring. I thoroughly
enjoyed "Sorceress of the Slums," but it bothered me that
Brother Holt and Lynd would discuss escape plans in front
of the guard. If it was too soft to hear, and I was a guard,
I'd wonder why they were whispering. By the way, is the
rivalry of The Holy Lady and Her Son/Lutherum meant
to suggest Catholicism and Protestantism? There was a
time in British history when the cult of Mary was suppressed as idolatry.
"Memory's Lover, with Two Catalogues," rang true. It
seems we live in a less romantic age. (But perhaps the
Classical world would not have seemed so high-minded had
we lived in it.) I bemoan our society's fixation on diagnosing every one of us with some kind of mental illness (o.k.,
enough ranting.)
I found the stories "St. Tiffany and the Dragon," "The
Last Caravan," and "The White Geese," all to be deeply
satisfying in that the endings fit the stories' buildups.
On a final note, congratulations to Sarah Beach for a

marvelous cover illustration.
An an.nouncement: I'm starting a magazine, Berserlerganger, and I'd like to invite the writers and readers of
The Mythic Circle to send poetry, camera-ready art suitable
for xerography, and short stories of 500 words or less on
the subjects of berserkers, werewolves and other shapeshifters. Longer stories will have less chance of fining into
the small magazine. Stories from the werewolf's point of
view will be preferred. Send submissions to: Erin Lale, 331
West Thomson, Sonoma, Ca. 95476.
Erin Lale
Sonoma, California

Good luck with the new magazine! 500 words, though?
That'« really short. --CISL
Dear Editors,
Happy new year and thanks for issue N16-it came at
just the right moment when I had some free time during
the holidays to give the stories and verse their proper due.
There were two stand-outs in this issue: Christina
Blasi's "Desert Dreams" was a lovely prose poem. I'm not
exactly sure what happpened at the end, or perhaps why,
but I was seduced by the imagery and intensity crammed
into its few shon paragraphs. My favorite of the issue,
however, was D. Lynn Smith's "The White Geese." A
perfect use of mythic matter as it resonates against the
contemporary world, illuminating both its own internal
concerns as well as the aspects of the real world that Smith
chose to focus on. Quite frankly, and no disrespect intended to Mythic Circle, I don't understand why this didn't
sell to a paying market with a larger readership. The story
certainly deserves to be more widely read.
Hmn. Poor Gwenyth Hood. This dialogue on her
poem seems to have gone on for forever by this point,
ranging far beyond its original intent. I'd refrain fron
continuing the discussion except that Tina Cooper asked
me a question in her response to my letter. Yes, Tina, I am
saying that a writer should reflect this world and its ramifications in his or her work - which I'll define as any
creative endeavor, not merely writing. To do otherwise
limits the work. I think this is panicularly important when
it comes to secondary world fantasy. The writing has to
reflect the real world -its concerns, its flaws and its beauties
as the writer perceives them- or it becomes simply escapism. I doubt Tolkien's Lord of the Rings would have been
nearly as successful had it not been infused with its author's
love of his own country and his fear of what would become
of it as progress came relentlessly sweeping over it.
So I'm not asking writers to limit their works, but to
consider what they are putting down on paper.Yes, in real
life our heroes and saints have flaws and shadows - and they
should be the same in fiction. Wouldn't you rather read
about someone you could believe exists -at least for the
time you buy into the "suspension of disbelief"- someone
with faults as well as their better qualities, or do you want
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