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The Jewels Of Messias: Images 

o f Ju d a ism  a n d  A n tisem itism in  

the N ovels o f C harles W illiam s

by Nancy-Lou Patterson
In  th e  n o v e ls  o f  D orothy L. S a y e r s , Jew s a r e  d e p ic t e d  

fo r  th e  m ost p a r t  a s  p r iv a t e  p e r so n s  g o in g  ab ou t t h e ir  
b u s in e s s ;  s o c i a l  and econ om ic b e in g s ,  r a th e r  th a n  r e l i ­
g io u s .  But in  th e  n o v e ls  o f  C h a r le s  W ill ia m s , th e  man 
whom S a y ers  c a l l e d  " th e  dead M a ster ,"  i t  i s  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
i d e n t i t y  w hich  i s  em p h asized . In  h i s  e s s a y ,  "The J ew s ,"  
he sp ea k s o f  th e  " J ew ish  m y ste r y ,"  and o f  th a t  ex trem e  
c o u r te sy  w ith  w h ich  [C h r is t ia n s ]  sh o u ld  c a r r y  th e m se lv e s  
tow ards Jew s, e s p e c i a l l y  tow ard s o r th o d o x  J e w s ."  As to  
th e  u n orth od ox  (a s  w e l l  as fo r  u n orth od ox  C h r i s t i a n s ) ,
" i t  i s  a m a tte r  o f  m ere ly  b eh a v in g  a s  d e c e n t ly  a s  p o s­
s i b l e .  In  h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s  b etw een  
Jews and C h r is t ia n s ,  W illia m s s a y s ,  th e  Jew s e e s  "a p re ­
p o s te r o u s  b lasp h em y,"  w hich  i s  " fu n d a m en ta lly  from h is  
own p e o p le ,"  w h ile  th e  " C h r is t ia n  i s  c o n fr o n te d  by th e  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  F a ith  by th a t  from w h ich  th e  F a ith  
sp ra n g ."  The m a tter  i s  one "betw een  f a t h e r s  and c h i l d ­
r e n ."  I t  i s  a "m ystery o f  r a d ic a l  ex ch a n g e ."

In  a comment w h ich  may b e  used  to  ju d g e  b o th  
S a y ers  and W ill ia m s , Josh u a T r a ch ten b erg  w ro te  in  1939:

. . .w h e r e  Jews a r e  c o n c e r n e d .. . th e  v i s i o n  o f  th e  
w orld  has b een  ob scu red  by d a r k ly  b i a s - t i n t e d  
s p e c t a c l e s .  I f ,  on th e  one hand , C h r i s t o lo g ic a l  
and a n t i - S e m i t i c  p r e j u d ic e s  have r e v e a le d  o n ly  
an in fam ou s h ord e o f  b lasp h em ers and p a r a s i t e s ,  
on th e  o t h e r ,  a h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  l im i t e d  
by S c r ip tu r e  h as d i s c lo s e d  an e x a l t e d  band o f  
p r o p h e ts , hounded and p e r s e c u te d  a s  p ro p h ets  
m ust b e  f o r  t h e i r  v i s i o n  and t e m e r i ty .  B etw een  
t h e s e  two ex trem es —  w h ich  have a l i k e  doomed 
Jews to  th e  u n h a p p ie s t  o f  ex trem es —  a norm al 
p e o p le ,  w ith  a l l  th e  f a u l t s  and v i r t u e s  o f  
h u m an ity , h as pursu ed  i t s  norm al c o u r se  through  
h i s t o r y ,  how ever abnorm al w ere th e  c o n d it io n s  
a g a in s t  w h ich  i t  s t r u g g le d T

In  a d d it io n  to  th e  "normal" p u r s u i t s  o f  d a i ly  l i f e ,  norm al 
J ew ish  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y  h as in c lu d e d  b o th  syn ag o g u e  and 
home. In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  " fo lk  r e l i g i o n "  o f  Judaism  h as  
in c lu d e d , in  th e  two thousand  y e a r s  s in c e  New T estam ent  
t im e s ,  "on th e  p e r ip h e r y  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  th e  p r a c ­
t i c e s  o f  m a g ic , w h ich  n ev er  b rok e c o m p le te ly  w ith  th e  
t e n e t s  o f  th e  f a i t h ,  y e t  s t r e t c h e d  them a lm o st  to  th e  
b r e a k in g  p o in t ,"  ( I b i d . ,  pp. v i i - v i i i )  T r a ch ten b erg  s a y s .  
T hese p r a c t i c e s ,  w hich  em erge in  h i s  s tu d y  o f  J e w i s h  M a g i c  
a n d  S u p e r s t i t i o n  a s rem ark ab ly  in n o c e n t  and b e n ig n , w e r e , 
o f  c o u r s e ,  r a i l e d  a g a in s t  by th e  r a b b is .  N o n e t h e le s s ,  a s  
T r ach ten b erg  s a y s ,  "many m e d ie v a l C h r is t ia n s  lo o k ed  upon 
th e  Jew a s  th e  m a g ic ia n  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e . "  ( I b i d . ,  p . 1 )
As he s a y s ,  " th e  s t r i k i n g  f e a tu r e  o f  J ew ish  s o r c e r y  i s  
th a t  i t  adhered  n o t t o  s p e c i f i c  J e w s . . .b u t  to  th e  e n t i r e  
p e o p le ,  e n  m a s s e .  C o n se q u e n tly , e v e r y  in n o c e n t  Jew ish  
a c t  w h ich  by i t s  s t r a n g e n e s s  l a i d  i t s e l f  open  to  s u s p i ­
c io n  was c o n s id e r e d  a d i a b o l ic a l  d e v ic e  fo r  w ork in g  m agic  
a g a in s t  C h r is t ia n s ."  ( I b i d . ,  p . 2) R itu a l  h a n d -w a sh in g , 
c a s t in g  a c lo d  o f  e a r th  a t  f u n e r a l s ,  h u n tin g  fo r  le a v e n  
on th e  ev e  o f  P a sso v e r :  a l l  t h e s e  b en ig n  l i t t l e  c e r e ­
m onies w ere s e e n  a s  e v i l  m a g ic . The b le s s e d  w in e  o f

Sabbath  was c o n s id e r e d  to  have o c c u l t  p ow ers. The m e z u z a h  
was o f  c o u r s e  b o th  fe a r e d  and d e s ir e d .  J ew ish  d o c to r s  
w ere th o u g h t to  h ave s p e c i a l  t a l e n t  i n  m ag ic  h e a l in g ,
( i b i d .  , p . 4) and J ew ish  d r u g g is t s  w ere  s e e n  a s  p u rv ey o rs  
o f  m agic  p o t io n s  and p o is o n s ,  ( i b i d . ,  p . 5 ) T ra ch ten b erg  
p o in t s  o u t  th e  s u r v iv a l  i n t o  th e  t w e n t ie t h  c e n tu r y  o f  
t h e s e  n o t io n s  and o f  t h e i r  u g l i e s t  form —  th e  s u s p ic io n  
o f  r i t u a l  m urder —  s o  th a t  M ontague Summers c o u ld  w r i t e  o f  
" th e dark and h id e o u s  s o r c e r i e s  o f  Hebrew m a g i c . . . [ i n  
w h ich ] th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  v i c t i m . . .w a s  u sed  f o r  m a g ic a l  
p u r p o se s ."  As t h i s  g r o te sq u e  id e a  c o n tin u e d  in  th e  modern 
n r a , i t  s t r e t c h e d  b ack  i n t o  th e  p a s t :  "a h o s t  o f  p o p u la r
m a g ic a l w orks was a t t r ib u t e d  to  Solom on and o th e r  fa b le d  
J ew ish  m a s te r s . J u v e n a l 's  j i b e  th a t  th e  A ppian Way 
swarmed w ith  f o r t u n e - t e l l i n g  J e w e s se s  who w ould  s e l l  you  
any s o r t  o f  dream a t  o u t  p r i c e s ,  was th e  k in d  o f  i n f o r ­
m a tio n  th a t  was bound to  make and r e t a in  i t s  im p r e s s io n ,"  
( i b i d . ,  p . 9) T r a ch ten b erg  w r i t e s .

T here w a s , in  f a c t ,  a J e w ish  m a g ic a l t r a d i t i o n .  In  
th e  p e r io d  when J ew ish  m y s t ic ism  to o k  s h a p e , p a r t ly  under  
th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  H e l l e n i s t i c  g n o s t ic i s m , th e o s o p h ic a l  id e a s  
d e v e lo p e d  w h ich  T r a ch ten b erg  d e s c r ib e d  in  term s th a t  
W illia m s h im s e l f  m ig h t h av e  u sed :

S e a r c h in g  o u t th e  s e c r e t  s p r in g s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e ,
th e  m y s t ic  b r in g s  to  l i g h t  awesome and p u is s a n t
t r u t h s ,  w h ich  h i s  more p r a c t i c a l  and p r o fa n e  con ­
f id a n t s  f e e l  p rom p tly  im p e lle d  to  p r o fa n e  fo r
t h e i r  own g r e a t e r  g lo r y  and m ig h t , ( i b i d . ,  p . 12)

J ew ish  m e d ie v a l w r i t in g s  o f  c o u r se  in c lu d e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  
e v e n t s  l i k e  th o s e  th a t  C h r is t ia n  w r i t e r s  a t t r i b u t e  to  
w it c h e s .  They sh a re d  th e  common European h e r i t a g e .
Thus Menahem Z iy u n i w r o te  in  1430 "T here a r e  men and 
w om en ...w ho p o s s e s s  dem onic a t t r i b u t e s ;  th e y  sm ear t h e i r  
b o d ie s  w ith  a s e c r e t  o i l . . . a n d  i n s t a n t l y  f l y  o f f  l i k e  
th e  e a g le ."  ( I b i d . ,  p . 1 4 ) But t h i s  i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
J ew ish  m a g ic . R a th er , " th e  p rim ary p r i n c i p l e  o f  m e d ie v a l  
J ew ish  m agic  was an i m p l i c i t  r e l i a n c e  upon th e  Pow ers o f  
Good, w h ich  w ere in v o k ed  by c a l l i n g  upon t h e i r  nam es, th e  
h o ly  Names o f  God and H is a n g e l s ."  ( i b i d . ,  p . 19) T h is  
t i l l i n g  upon th e  Name i s  th e  c e n t r a l  a c t  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  
W illia m s ' n o v e l s .

M a g ica l power r e q u ir e d  th a t  one rea d  and pron ou n ce  
th e  sa c r e d  w o rd s , l e t t e r s ,  and num bers, and fo r  th e  m ost 
p a r t  th e  pow ers c a l l e d  upon w ere b e n ig n , d i v i n e ,  and n o t  
m a lig n a n t . In  o th e r  w o rd s, J ew ish  m agic c o n s i s t e d  in  
in v o k in g  pow er, a p r a c t i c e  o n ly  a h a ir  removed from a c t u a l  
p r a y e r , r a th e r  than  in  commanding or  w ie ld in g  i t  o n e s e l f .
As s a id  a b o v e , th e s e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  f o lk  r e l i g i o n  w ere con­
t i n u a l l y  p rea ch ed  a g a in s t  by th e  r a b b is  o f  th e  p e r io d , n o t  
b e c a u se  th e y  th o u g h t th a t  d e v i l s  w ere b e in g  c o n ta c te d  
(a s  th e  C h r is t ia n  c le r g y  b e l i e v e d )  b u t  b e c a u se  th e y  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  th e  d i l u t i o n  and a t t e n t u a t io n  o f  g en u in e  r e l i g i o u s  
l i f e  su ch  a c t i v i t i e s  r e p r e s e n te d . N e e d le s s  to  s a y ,  t h e ir  
e f f o r t s  w ent unrew arded, and w onder-w ork in g  w as a t t r ib u t e d  
to  r a b b is  and to  h o ly  men in  th e  f o lk  t a l e s  o f  E a s te r n  
European Judaism  —  fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  in  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  th e  
Golem —  a s  w e l l  a s  by C h r is t ia n  w r i t e r s .
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P ro b a b ly  th e  d i r e c t  r o u t e  from  a l l  t h i s  t o  th e  fa n ­
t a s i e s  o f  C h a r les  W illia m s  i s  th rou gh  th e  p e r so n  o f  E lip h a s  
Zahed L e v i (w hose r e a l  name w as A lp h on e L o u is  C o n s ta n t ) . 
Born i n  P a r is  in  1 8 1 0 , h e  w as n o t  a  Jew ; h e  s t u d ie d  f o r  th e  
Roman C a th o lic  p r ie s th o o d  and becam e a  d e a c o n . He w a s , 
F r a n c is  K ing s u g g e s t s ,  "a c o n v e r t  t o  th e  h a l f - r e l i g i o u s ,  
h a l f - p o l i t i c a l  d o c t r in e s  o f  th a t  l u n a t i c  f r i n g e  o f  ex trer-  
m is t  'F ren ch  r o y a l i s m '" 4 —  a f t e r  h e  had w orked o u t  h i s  
own v e r s io n  o f  th e  d o c t r in e s  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s , h e  "com;- 
p l e t e l y  r o m a n t ic is e d  th e  w h o le  m a g ic a l and a lc h e m ic a l  
t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  t a r o t  c a r d s ,  and w hat 
l i t t l e  h e  knew o f  th e  Hebrew Q a b a lah ."  ( I b i d . ,  p . 23)
H is w r i t i n g s ,  w h ich  K ing c a l l s  " n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  
G o th ic ,"  made him " r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  s u r f a c i n g . . . o f  th e  
w h o le  underground m a g ic a l t r a d i t i o n ."  The s p i r i t  o f  L e v i  
im bues th e  w h o le  n in e te e n th  and e a r ly  t w e n t ie t h  c e n tu r y  
d eve lo p m en t o f  m a g ic a l  th o u g h t  and p r a c t i c e .  The O rder o f  
th e  G olden  Dawn, w h ich  p r o fo u n d ly  in f lu e n c e d  C h a r les  
W illia m s w a s , in  a s e n s e ,  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  c h i l d .

The f a c t  t h a t  none o f  t h i s  i s  a c t u a l ly  J e w is h ,  l e t  
a lo n e  J ew ish  m a g ic , m ust n o t  b e  f o r g o t t e n ,  b u t  th e  f o l -  
lo w e r s  o f  t h e s e  grou p s o f t e n  w ere  n o t  aw are o f  i t .  Some 
o f  them becam e p a s s a b le  s t u d e n t s  o f  J ew ish  m y s t ic is m .
Anne R id le r  t e l l s  us in  h er  in t r o d u c t io n  to  The  I m a g e  o f  
T h e  C i t y  o f  W ill ia m s ' a d m ir a t io n  fo r  A rthur E. W a it e 's  
T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  i n  I s r a e l ,  w h ich  sh e  c a l l s  "a s tu d y  
o f  a J ew ish  m y s t ic a l  w ork , th e  Z o h a r  [w h ich ] in c lu d e s  much 
o f  th e  l o r e  w h ich  i s  found in  th e  G olden  Dawn t e a c h in g s ." - ’ 
Gershom G. Scholem  r e f e r s  t o  th e  " b r i l l i a n t  m isu n d e r sta n ­
d in g s  and m is r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f . . . E l i p h a s  L e v i"  w h ich  form  
p a r t  o f  w hat h e  c a l l s  th e  "most e c c e n t r i c  and f a n t a s t i c  
s ta te m e n ts "  w h ich  h a v e  b e e n  made a b o u t K ab b a lism .^  In  
h i s  v ie w , A rthur E. W aite  had a " f in e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and  
n a tu r a l  grasp"  o f  th e  K ab b a lah , b u t  " la c k e d  a l l  c r i t i c a l  
s e n s e  as to  h i s t o r i c a l  and p h i l o l o g i c a l  d a ta  in  t h i s  
f i e l d . "  ( i b i d . )  C h a r les  W il l ia m s , who w as q u i t e  en rap ­
tu r e d  by i t  a l l ,  seem s to  h av e  a c c e p te d  e v e r y th in g  i n t o  
h i s  p a s s io n a t e  mind and from  i t  fa s h io n e d  h ig h  f a n t a s i e s  o f  
h i s  own, in  a s o r t  o f  " tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r y  G o th ic"  s t y l e ,  a s  
we s h a l l  s e e .

In  th e  f i r s t - w r i t t e n  (b u t  much l a t e r  p u b lis h e d )  n o v e l  
o f  h i s  s e r i e s  o f  f a n t a s y  t h r i l l e r s ,  S h a d o w s  o f  E c s t a s y ,  
t h e r e  i s  found d ea d , p resum ab ly  o f  s u i c i d e ,  "a c e r t a in  
Sim on R osen berg  w ho, among h i s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  r a i lw a y s  and 
p e r i o d i c a l s  and f i s h e r i e s  and d y ew ork s, in  S o u th  A fr ic a n  
diam onds and P e r s ia n s  o i l s  and C h in ese  s i l k s ,  i n  t e x t i l e s  
and c e r e a l s  and p a te n t  m e d ic in e s ,  rubber and c o f f e e  and 
w o o d . . . h a d  in c lu d e d  a p rofo u n d  d e v o t io n  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  
r e c e n t l y  d ea d . "He'd d e v e lo p e d  a m ania fo r  m aking [ f o r  
h er to  w ear] th e  m ost m a r v e llo u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  j e w e ls  i n  
th e  w o r ld ."  ( i b i d . ,  p . 26) Someone who had known h er  
s a y s ,  " sh e  lo o k e d  n o t  m ere ly  l i k e  th e  su n , th e  m oon, and 
th e  e le v e n  s t a r s . . . "  b u t  "She was a  m a g n if ic e n t  c r e a t u r e ,  
t a l l  and r a t h e r  la r g e  and d a rk ,"  so  th a t  i n  h e r  j e w e l s ,  
sh e  r e sem b led  " th e  New J e r u sa le m  tu rn ed  u p s id e  down so  
th a t  th e  fo u n d a t io n s  sh ow ed ."  ( i b i d . )

R osen berg  h a s  r e x a t i v e s  who i n h e r i t  t h i s  t r e a s u r e .
The c h a r a c te r  C o n sid in e  (who i s  th e  v i l l a i n  i n  th e  n o v e l)  
s a y s  o f  them:

They a r e  s t r i c t  J ew s , l i v i n g  i n  London b e c a u se  
th e y  a r e  to o  p o o r  to  r e tu r n  to  J e r u sa le m . They 
l i v e  in  London and th e y  a b o m in a te  th e  G e n t i le s  
o f  London. They a r e  f a n a t i c a l l y  —  i n s a n e ly ,  
you w ould sa y  —  d e v o te d  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  
I s r a e l .  They l i v e  a lm o s t  w ith o u t  fo o d . . .  s tu d y in g  
th e  Law and n o u r ish e d  by th e  Law. ( i b i d . ,  p . 33)

Asked i f  th e  j e w e l s  a r e  im p o r ta n t  to  " I s r a e l ,"  C o n sid in e  
c o n t in u e s ,

. . . i t  was a  Jew who saw th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  th e  
H oly  C ity  s p le n d id  w ith  a b e a u ty  fo r  w h ich  th e  
names o f  th e  j e w e ls  w ere  th e  o n ly  com p a riso n .
We th in k  o f  j e w e l s  c h i e f l y  a s  w e a l t h ,  b u t  I  
doubt i f  John o f  th e  A p o c a ly p se  d id ,  and I  doubt 
i f  th e  R o sen b erg s w i l l .  P erh ap s h e  saw  them  as  
m ir r o r s  and s h e l l s  o f  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r ,  ( i b i d . )

T h ere i s  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  u n r e s t  o v e r  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  "No 
on e c o u ld  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  two aged  and d e v o te d  s t u d e n t s  
o f  K a b b a l is t ic  d o c t r in e  w ere  f i t  p e r s o n s  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  
v a s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  R osen berg  e s t a t e . "  ( I b i d . ,  p . 55) 
W illia m s  w e l l  d e p ic t s  th e  u g l i n e s s  o f  a crowd g a th e r e d  
o u t s id e  t h e i r  lo d g in g s  in  London:

He ca u g h t fra g m e n ts  o f  t a lk :  "Say t h e y ' r e  g o in g
to  b r ib e  th e  n e g r o e s " ;  "know a l l  ab ou t th o s e  
b lo o d y  n ig g e r s " ;  " g r e a t  j e w e ls  l i k e  t u r n ip s  —  
b e e n  b u y in g  them  fo r  m onths"; " lo u s y  o ld  Jew s";
" C h r is t  A lm ig h ty " ; " b lo o d y  J e w s ."  ( I b i d . ,  p . 160)

The mood grows u g l i e r  s t i l l :

A n other  c a l l  w en t up: "Come o u t ,  yo u  b lo o d y
J e w s!" ;  "Come o u t  and b r in g  u s  th e  j e w e l s ! " ;
"Come o u t  and w e ' l l  show you  w hat w e ' l l  do to  
th e  n ig g e r s ! " .  . .A  woman o f  s i x t y  n earb y  s a id  
w ith  a se n su o u s  sh u d d er  t o  h e r  n e ig h b o u r , "They 
do s a y  t h a t  Jews e a t  b a b ie s ."  "Ah," s a id  th e  
n e ig h b o u r , " f o r e i g n e r s ' l l  do a n y th in g ."
( I b i d . ,  p p . 1 6 0 -1 6 1 )

The g e n t l e  o ld  s c h o la r s  grow s t e r n  under t h i s  a s s a u l t .  
Nehem iah R osen berg  c o n fr o n ts  h i s  p e r s e c u to r s :  "Sons o f
a b o m in a tio n , w hat h a v e  we t o  do w it h  you? D e f i l e r s  o f  
y o u r s e l v e s ,  who a r e  yo u  t o  come a g a in s t  t h e  H oly  One 
o f  I s r a e l? "  ( I b i d . ,  p . 161)

T h ere i s  s to n e - th r o w in g :  Nehem iah i s  k i l l e d .
E z e k ie l  tu r n s  to  th e  b od y; W ill ia m s  s a y s  "he in to n e d  o v er  
i t  a Hebrew p r a y e r ."  ( i b i d . ,  p . 16 5 ) Taken under th e  p ro ­
t e c t i o n  o f  C o n s id in e  (who h a s  h i s  own m a lig n a n t  i n t e n t i o n s  
tow ard  h im ) , " E z e k ie l  s t i l l  s a t ,  l o s t  in  m e d ita t io n  in  
a n t iq u e  w o r d s . . .b r o o d in g  o v e r  th e  manner i n  w h ich  th e  H igh  
and H o ly  One had i n  th e  s e c r e t  s t o r y  o f  J o sep h  o r  o f  D a v id , 
in  th e  h id d e n  s a y in g s  o f  Ruth o r  E s th e r ,  s i g n i f i e d  th e  
r e tu r n  o f  I s r a e l  to  H is  p a rd o n ."  ( i b i d . ,  p . 2 26) H e , t o o ,  
i s  k i l l e d .  "He w as d ra g g ed  v i o l e n t l y  from h i s  c h a ir ,  b u t  
h e c lu n g  to  th e  s a c r e d  t r e a s u r e . . .H is  f a c e ,  a s  h e  l i f t e d  
i t ,  w as f u l l  o f  a  s c o r n  d eep er  th a n  t im e , th e  s c o r n  o f  h i s  
God fo r  th e  s p o i l e r s  o f  th e  h o ly  p l a c e s .  He saw th e  d i s ­
t o r t e d  f a c e  o f  a g r e e d y  G e n t i l e  a b o v e  h im , and b e f o r e  th e  
b u l l e t  se a r c h e d  h i s  b r a in  he s p a t  a t  i t  o n c e ."  ( i b i d . ,  
p . 247)

In  th e  f i r s t - p u b l i s h e d  o f  h i s  n o v e l s ,  War i n  H e a v e n ,  
a l e s s  b e n ig n , b u t  e q u a l ly  f a n a t i c a l ,  v ie w  o f  J ew ish  r e l i ­
g io u s  b e h a v io r  i s  g iv e n .  S ir  G i le s  Tum ulty i s  a d v is in g  
G regory Persim m ons on  th e  u se  o f  a m ag ic  o in tm e n t:  "A
Jew i n  B e y ro u t t r i e d  i t  and d id n ' t  g e t  b a c k . F i l t h y  
b e a s t  h e  lo o k e d , a l l  naked and sc r e a m in g  t h a t  h e  c o u ld n ' t  
f in d  h i s  w a y ."8 Persim m ons p u r su e s  th e  in q u ir y ;  h e  f in d s  
th e  sh op  and th e  o in tm e n t . On h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  h e  i s  
s e r v e d  by "a G reek o f  s o r t s , "  b u t on  h i s  se co n d  v i s i t ,  
t h e r e  i s  a "new -com er."  He "was s m a lle r  th a n  th e  G reek, 
and much s m a l le r  th a n  G regory; h i s  m ovements w ere  s w i f t  
and h i s  r e p o s e  a l e r t .  H is  b ea rd ed  f a c e  was t h a t  o f  a  
J ew ."  ( I b i d . ,  p . 143)

The n o v e l  co n c e r n s  th e  H oly  G r a i l  ( th e  Cup o f  th e  
L a s t  S u p p e r ) : when Persim m ons a sk s  th e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f
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th e s e  two to w ard  i t ,  "The o th e r s  lo o k e d  o v e r  a t  h im , t h e  
Jew s c o r n f u l l y ,  th e  o th e r  w i th  a  f a i n t  am usem ent. The 
G reek s a i d ,  ' M anasseh and I a r e  g o in g  to  d e s t r o y  th e  
C up.™  Asked why, he  l e a r n s ,  " 'B e c a u s e  i t  h a s  p o w e r , ' 
th e  Jew a n s w e re d , le a n in g  o v e r  th e  c o u n te r  and w h is p e r in g  
f i e r c e l y ,  ' i t  m ust b e  d e s t r o y e d .  D o n 't  you u n d e r s ta n d  
t h a t  y e t?  They b u i l d  and we d e s t r o y . ' "  ( i b i d . ,  p . 144) 
L a te r  in  th e  n o v e l  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  ex ch an g e  o v e r  t h i s  
m o t i f :

" P r a i s e  to  o u r L o rd ,"  G reg o ry  s a i d .  B ut M anasseh 
sm ile d  and sh o o k  h i s  h e a d . "He i s  th e  l a s t  
m y s te r y ,"  h e  m urm ured, "and  a l l  d e s t r u c t i o n  i s  h i s  
own d e s t r o y in g  o f  h i m s e l f . "  ( i b i d . ,  p . 188)

U l t im a te ly  t h e r e  i s  a t e r r i b l e  p s y c h ic  c o n f l i c t  i n  w h ich  
th e  w o u ld -b e  p r o t e c t o r s  an d  w o u ld -b e  d e s t r o y e r s  o f  th e  
Cup c o n te n d . The Cup i s  r e s c u e d  by P r e s t e r  J o h n ,  and i t s  
te m p o ra ry  h o l d e r ,  th e  A rch d e a c o n , d i e s .

W il l ia m s ' u se  o f Je w ish  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  th e s e  two 
n o v e ls  may b e  com pared n o t  o n ly  w i th  S a y e r s ' u s e ,  b u t  w i th  
o t h e r s .  A t o t a l l y  n e g a t iv e  im age o f  a  Jew i n  a  s h o p , u sed  
f o r  no r e a s o n  e x c e p t  c o l o r a t i o n ,  may b e  found  i n  Bram 
S t o k e r 's  D r a c u la ,  w h ere  "We found  H ild e s c h e im  i n  h i s  o f ­
f i c e ,  a Hebrew o f  r a t h e r  th e  A d e lp h i T h e a tre  t y p e ,  w i th  
a  n o se  l i k e  a  s h e e p , and a  f e z .  H is  a rg u m e n ts  w ere  
p o in te d  w i th  s p e c i e  —  we d o in g  th e  p u n c tu a t io n  —  and 
w i th  a l i t t l e  b a r g a in in g  h e  t o l d  u s  w h at h e  k n e w ." 9 The 
s c o rn  a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  R o sen b e rg  b r o t h e r s  r e s e m b le s  t h a t  
w h ich  C. S . L ew is th o u g h t he saw i n  th e  O ld  T e sta m e n t 
P s a lm s ,  w h ich  he  d i s c u s s e s  in  "The C u r s in g s ,"  a  c h a p te r  in  
R e f l e c t i o n s  on  t h e  P s a lm s :

O n e 's  f i r s t  im p re s s io n  i s  t h a t  th e  Jew’s w ere  much 
m ore v i n d i c t i v e  and v i t r i o l i c  th a n  th e  p a g a n s .

I f  we a r e  n o t  C h r i s t i a n s  we s h a l l  d is m is s  t h i s  
w ith  th e  o ld  g ib e  "How odd o f  God to  c h o o se  th e  
Je w s" . T h a t i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  us who b e l i e v e  
t h a t  God ch o se  t h a t  r a c e  f o r  th e  v e h i c l e  o f  H is 
own I n c a r n a t io n ,  and who a r e  in d e b te d  to  I s r a e l  
beyond  a l l  p o s s i b l e  r e p a y m e n t .10

He c o n c lu d e s :

I f  th e  Jews c u rse d  m ore b i t t e r l y  th a n  th e  P ag an s 
t h i s  w as , I  t h i n k ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  th e y  
to o k  r i g h t  and  wrong m ore s e r i o u s l y .  F or i f  we lo o k  
a t  t h e i r  r a i l i n g s  we f i n d  th e y  a r e  u s u a l ly  an g ry  - 
n o t  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  t h in g s  h a v e  b e e n  do n e  to  them  
b u t  b e c a u s e  th e s e  t h in g s  a r e  m a n i f e s t l y  w ro n g , a r e  
h a t e f u l  to  God a s  w e l l  a s  to  th e  v i c t i m ,  ( i b i d . ,  
p . 30)

Jew s i n  r e l a t i o n  to  r e l i g i o n ,  m y s t ic i s m , and m a g ic , 
c o n t in u e d  to  fo rm  p a r t  o f  W il l ia m s ' n o v e l s ;  i n  T he P la c e  
o f  t h e  L i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  m y s te r io u s  la n g u a g e  h e a rd :
"Hebrew i t  m ig h t h av e  b een  o r  so m e th in g  o ld e r  th a n  H ebrew , 
some i n c a n t a t i o n  w hereby  p r e d i l u v i a n  m a g ic ia n s  had  con­
t r o l l e d  c o n te n t io n s  among s p i r i t s  o r  t h e  la n g u a g e  i n  w h ich  
o u r f a t h e r  Adam named th e  b e a s t s  i n  th e  g a r d e n ." 11 In  
Many D im e n s io n s , P r in c e  A l i  i s  m e d i t a t i n g  a s  h e  d r iv e s  
th ro u g h  London i n  s e a r c h  o f  th e  m i s l a id  T e tra g ra m m a to n , a 
s a c r e d  s to n e  w h ic h , h a v in g  th e  Hebrew l e t t e r s  o f  th e  
D iv in e  Name i n s c r i b e d  upon i t ,  i s  c a p a b le  o f  t e l e p o r t a ­
t i o n .  He m uses:

S u le im an  b en  D aood, he  knew , was a  h i s t o r i c  
f i g u r e  —  th e  r u l e r  o f  a  s m a ll  n a t i o n  w h ic h , in  
th e  m om entary d e c r e a s e  o f  i t s  two n e ig h b o u r s ,
E gypt and  A s s y r ia ,  had  a t t a i n e d  an  u n s t a b le  
p re -e m in e n c e . B u t S u le im a n  w as a l s o  one o f  th e  
f o u r  g r e a t  w o r ld - s h a k e r s  b e f o r e  th e  P ro p h e t ,  a  
commander o f  th e  f a i t h f u l ,  p e c u l i a r l y  fa v o u re d  by 
A l la h .  He had  b e e n  a Jew , b u t  th e  Jew s i n  th o s e  
d ay s  w ere  th e  o n ly  w i tn e s s  to  t h e  U n i t y .12

The s to n e  had b een  s e t  i n  a  crow n, and th e  P r i n c e ,  s p e a k in g  
o f  i t ,  t e l l s  t h e  P e r s i a n  a m b assad o r to  th e  C o u rt o f  S t .  
Ja m e s, " I t  i s  u n d o u b te d ly  th e  C row n." " 'T h e  Crown o f  a 
Jew ? ' th e  A m bassador m u rm u re d . '"  The A m bassador, t o o ,

m uses on th e  i d e a :  " ' I t  m ig h t p e rh a p s  b e  h e ld  t h a t  th e
C h r i s t i a n s  d e r i v e  a s  much from  Ju d a h  a s  w e , ' he  s a i d . "  
( I b i d . ,  p . 14)

The f r e q u e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  by o c c u l t i s t s  o f  th e  T a ro t  
w i th  th e  K ab b a lah  was a c c e p te d  by W il l ia m s .  I n  T he  
G r e a te r  T r u m p s , H enry i s  g a z in g  a t  th e  d a n c in g  g o ld e n  
im ages w h ich  a r e  th e  p r o t o ty p e s ,  i n  th e  n o v e l ,  f o r  th e  
o r i g i n a l  T a ro t  d e c k  he  now h o ld s  i n  h i s  h a n d s . He s a y s  to  
h i s  f i a n c e e  N ancy:

"B u t o n c e ,"  he w en t o n , " — some sa y  i n  E gypt lo n g  
b e f o r e  th e  P h a ra o h  h e a rd  o f  Y u ssu f B en-Y akoob , and 
some i n  E u ro p e  w h i le  d ream in g  r a b b i s  w h is p e re d  i n  
th e  w a l le d  g h e t t o  o v e r  f a b l e s  o f  u n s p e a k a b le  w o rd s , 
an d  some i n  t h e  h id d e n  c o v e n s  o f  d o c t r i n e  w h ich  th e  
C hurch  c a l l e d  w i t c h c r a f t  —  o n ce  a  d a n c e r  t a lk e d  o f  
th e  d a n c e ,  n o t  w i th  w o rd s , b u t  w i th  im a g e s ; o n ce  a 
m ind knew i t  to  t h e  s e v e n t y - e i g h t h  d e g re e  o f  d i s ­
c o v e r y ,  a n d  n o t  o n ly  knew i t ,  b u t  knew how i t  knew 
i t ,  so  b e a u t i f u l l y  i n  o n e  s e c r e t  c o r n e r  th e  d an ce  
d o u b le d  and re d o u b le d  on i t s e l f . " 11 

The id e a  t h a t  th e  T a ro t  em erged i n  E gyp t and  w as c a r r i e d  
from  th e n c e  by th e  Jew s i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l  w i th  E l ip h a s  L e v i 
b u t  he  g av e  i t  t h e  m ost v i v i d  e x p r e s s io n ,  and even  hoped  to  
f i n d  a  " J e w ish  T a ro t"  som eday. The Y u ssu f  Ben-Y akoob o f 
th e  ab o v e  p a s s a g e  i s  J o s e p h ,  so n  o f  J a c o b . The r a b b i s  a r e  
h e r e  l i s t e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s e c r e t  d o c t r i n e ;  k a b b a l -  
i s t i c  m ag ic  a s  L e v i and ev en  W a ite  im ag in ed  i t  t o  b e . 
H e n r y 's  f a t h e r  A aron m e d i t a t e s  on  th e  T a ro t  to o :

. . . h i s  h id d e n  s e c r e t  o f  th e  g i p s i e s  had  b e e n  
b o rn e  a b o u t th e  w o r ld ,  c o v e re d  by w ra p p in g s  an d  
d i s g u i s e s . . .  on e  band  o f  a l l  th o s e  r e s t l e s s  com­
p a n ie s  p o s s e s s e d  th e  m y s te ry  w h ich  lo n g  s in c e  
some w ise  a d e p t  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t r u t h s  h ad  made 
i n  th e  la n d s  o f  th e  e a s t  o r  th e  s e c r e t  h o u se s  o f  
E u ro p e : E g y p tia n  o r  Jew o r  C h r i s t i a n  h e r e t i c  —
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P a u l ic ia n ,  B o g o p h il, o r  N e s to r ia n  —  or perhaps  
s t i l l  fu r th e r  o f f  in  th e  d e s e r t  c i r c l e d  em pire  
o f  A b y s s in ia ."  ( I b i d . ,  p . 152)

Aaron ponders " the dark f a t e  th a t  f a l l s  on  a l l  m y s t ic a l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s . . . th e  doom w hich  s tr u c k  O s ir i s  in  th e  s e c u la r  
memory o f  E gypt, and hushed th e  h o ly ,  sw e e t , and t e r r i b l e  
Tetragram m aton in  th e  r i t u a l  o f  Judah, and wounded th e  
K eeper o f  th e  G r a il in  th e  C a s t le  o f  th e  G r a i l ,  and by th e  
hand o f  th e  b l in d  Hoder p ie r c e d  th e  l o v e l i e s t  o f  a l l  th e  
n o rth e rn  G o d s . . ."  ( i b i d . ,  p . 153)

The m ost v iv id  and s p e c i f i c  u se  o f  th e  id e a  o f  Jew ish  
m a g ic , how ever, ap p ears in  C h arles W il l ia m s ’ l a s t  n o v e l ,
A l l  H a llo w s  E v e .  R ichard  d e s c r ib e s  o n e  o f  th e  n o v e l ’s main  
c h a r a c te r s ,  th e  magus Simon L e c le r c ,  t o  Jon ath an , w hose  
f ia n c e e  B e tty  i s  a c t u a l ly  L e c le r c ' s  d a u g h te r . "We k n o w ...  
th a t  h i s  name i s  Simon L e c le r c  —  som etim es c a l l e d  F ath er  
Simon and som etim es Simon th e  C lerk . We g a th e r  h e ' s  a Jew  
by d e s c e n t ,  though born  in  F ra n ce , and b rou gh t up in  
A m erica . Simon p rea ch es "Love, w ith  a h in t  o f  some
s e c r e t  b e h in d , w h ich  Love no doubt co u ld  f in d  o u t ."
( i b i d . ,  p . 36) The c h a r a c te r  o f  Simon i s  b ased  upon Simon 
Magus, th e  m a g ic ia n  o f  A c t s  8 : 9 - 2 4 ,  who i s  c o n v er ted  by 
P h i l ip  and th en  t r i e s  to  buy th e  power o f  God w ith  s i l v e r ,  
ea rn in g  a reb u k e from  P e te r .  When C lerk  Simon e n t e r s  th e  
n o v e l ,  W illia m s d e s c r ib e s  him:

He was a t a l l  man, w ith  a sm ooth m ass o f  g rey  —  
a lm o st w h ite  —  h a ir ;  h i s  head was la r g e ;  h i s  
fa c e  t h in ,  a lm ost e m a c ia te d . The f a c e  had about  
i t  a h in t  o f  th e  Jew —  no m ore; so  l i t t l e  in d eed  
th a t  Jon ath an  w ondered i f  i t  w ere o n ly  R ic h a r d 's  
acco u n t th a t  cau sed  him to  th in k  he saw i t .  B u t, 
c o n s id e r in g  more c a r e f u l l y ,  he saw i t  w as t h e r e .
The s k in  was d a r k . . .  ( i b i d . ,  p . 51)

The C lerk  g o es  o u t  through  th e  s t r e e t s  o f  London, and "as 
he w ent th e  J ew ish  q u a l i t y  in  h i s  f a c e  seemed to  d eep en ;  
th e  o c c a s io n a l  p o licem a n  whom h e saw th o u g h t he saw a Jew 
w a lk in g  by n ig h t ."  C h e s te r to n , S a y e r s , and W illia m s ( to  
sa y  n o th in g  o f  S to k e r )  a l l  a c c e p t  th e  n o t io n  th a t  Jews 
a r e :  o n e , a r a c e  w hose p h y s io lo g ic a l  t r a i t s  a r e  gen e­
t i c a l l y  " J ew ish ,"  and tw o, p h y s i c a l ly  r e c o g n iz a b le .

The f o l lo w in g  lo n g  p a ssa g e  c o n ta in s  th e  c e n t r a l  m o tif  
o f  th e  n o v e l ,  p r e s e n t in g ,  under th e  g u is e  o f  a fa n ta s y  or  
t h r i l l e r ,  W illia m s ' own t h e o l o g ic a l  c o n c e p t io n s :  a s  C h r is t
i s  a Jew , so  th e  A n t i-C h r is t  (Simon L e c le r c )  m ust b e a Jew:

Indeed  th a t  a u g u st r a c e  had rea ch ed  in  t h i s  b e in g  
i t s  seco n d  c lim a x . Two thousand  y e a r s  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y  
w ere draw ing to  a c l o s e ;  u n t i l  t h i s  th in g  had 
happened i t  co u ld  n o t  b e  f r e e .  I t s  p r ie s th o o d  —  
th e  p r ie s th o o d  o f  a n a t io n  —  had b een  s in c e  
Abraham d eterm in ed  to  one End. But w h e n . . . t h a t  End 
had b een  b o rn , th e y  w ere n o t  aware o f  t h a t  End.
I t  had b een  p rop osed  t h a t  t h e i r  l o f t y  t r a d i t i o n  
sh o u ld  be made a lm o st u n b earab ly  a u g u st;  th a t  th e y  
sh o u ld  b e  made th e  b lo o d -co m p a n io n s o f  t h e i r  M aker, 
th e  own p e c u l ia r  h o u se  and fa m ily  o f  th e  In c a rn a cy  —  
no more than  th e  G e n t i le s  in  th e  f r e e  e q u a l i t y  o f  
s o u l s ,  b u t much more in  th e  s i n g l e  h ie r a r c h y  o f  
k in d r ed  f l e s h .  But d e c e p t io n  had ta k e n  them ; th e y  
h ad , b id d in g  a s c a f f o l d  fo r  t h e  b la sp h em er , d e s ­
tr o y e d  t h e ir  p r e d e s t in e d  c o n c lu s io n ,  and th e  r a c e  
w h ich  had b een  s e t  fo r  th e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  th e  w orld  
becam e a judgem ent and even  a c u r se  to  th e  w orld  
and to  th e m s e lv e s . Y et th e  o a th s  sw orn i n  h eaven  
rem ain ed . I t  had b een  a J ew ish  g i r l  who, a t  th e  
command o f  th e  V o ic e  w h ich  sounded in  h er  e a r s ,  in  
h er h e a r t ,  a lo n g  h er  b lo o d , and through  th e  c e n t r a l  
c e l l s  o f  h er  body, had u t t e r e d  ev eryw h ere in  h e r s e l f  
th e  p e r f e c t  Tetragram m aton. What th e  h ig h  p r i e s t  
v i c a r i o u s l y  sp ok e among th e  s e c lu d e d  m y s t e r ie s  o f  
th e  T em ple, sh e  s u b s t a n t i a l ly  pronounced  t o  God. Re­
deemed from  a l l  d i v i s i o n  in  h e r s e l f ,  w h o le  and 
i d e n t i c a l  i n  body and s o u l  and s p i r i t ,  sh e  u t t e r e d  
th e  Word and th e  Word becam e f l e s h  in  h e r . Would 
I t  have b een  r e c e iv e d  by h er  own p e o p le ,  th e  g r e a t  
Judean g a te  w ould  have b een  opened fo r  a l l  p e o p le s .
I t  c o u ld  n o t .  They rem ained  a l i e n  —  to  I t  and to  
a l l ,  and a l l  to  them and —  to o  much! —  t o  I t .

The G e n t i l e s ,  summoned by th a t  o th e r  Jew o f  T a r su s, 
co u ld  n o t  b ea r  t h e i r  v ic a r io u s  o f f i c e .  B ragging  
th e m se lv e s  to  be th e  new I s r a e l ,  th e y  s la n d e r e d  
and s le w  th e  o l d ,  and th e  o ld  d e s p is e d  and h a te d  
th e  b r a g g in g  new. ( i b i d . , pp. 5 9 -6 0 )

In  W ill ia m 's  f a n t a s y ,  a new man, fo r  whom "Jew and C h ris­
t ia n  a l i k e  had w a ited "  ( i b i d . ; p . 60) was born  in  P a r i s ,
" in  one o f  th o s e  h id in g - p la c e s  o f  necrom ancy w h ich  a l l  th e  
en ergy  o f  th e  F o u r te e n th  L o u is had n o t  q u i t e  stam ped o u t ."  
He had been  rea red  by " th a t  sm a ll c o l le g e "  ( i b i d )  to  th e  
s e c r e t s  o f  power w hich  "were p r iv a t e  to  th o s e  who had th e  
r ig h t  by n a tu r e , a s a l l  a r t  i s ,  b u t e s p e c i a l ly  to  th e  
h i g h - p r i e s t l y  r a c e .  Only a Jew co u ld  u t t e r  th e  J e w ish ,  
w hich  was th e  f i n a l ,  word o f  P ow er."  ( i b i d . ,  p . 61)

Som eth ing o f  w hat h e h a s  come f o r ,  Simon r e c a l l s ,  has 
a lr e a d y  b een  a tte m p te d . He m e d ita te s  on h i s  own v e r s io n  o f  
th e  l i f e  o f  C h r is t ,  ta u g h t him by h i s  m a g ic a l t r a in in g :  
fo r  h im , S t .  J o sep h  was a s o r c e r e r ,  and Mary was d e c e iv e d :

The s o r c e r e r  who had a ttem p te d  i t  had a l s o  b een  a 
Jew , a d esc en d a n t o f  th e  h ou se  o f  D a v id , who c lo th e d  
in  a n g e l i c  b r i l l i a n c e ,  had com p elled  a woman o f  th e  
same h o u se  to  u t t e r  th e  Name, and so m eth in g  more than  
m o r ta l had b een  b o rn . But in  th e  end th e  o p e r a t io n  
had f a i l e d .  Of th e  end o f  th e  so r c e r e r  h im s e lf  th e r e  
w ere no r e c o r d s ;  Joseph  ben D avid  had v a n is h e d . The 
l i v i n g  th in g  th a t  had b een  born  o f  h i s  fe m in in e  
c o u n te r p a r t  had p e r ish e d  m is e r a b ly . ( I b i d . ,  p . 62)

But Simon has "dared to  r i s k  th e  a ttem p t a g a in ."  H is  
c h i l d ,  born  to  h i s  own fe m a le  a c c o m p lic e , i s  B e t ty  
W a llin g fo r d . What th e  C lerk  d o es n o t  know i s  th a t  B e tty  
h as b een  b a p t iz e d  by her n u r se ;  s e t  fo r e v e r  beyond h i s  
r e a c h . W illia m s d o es n o t  mean th a t  s h e  i s  beyond h i s  
r ea ch  b e c a u se  h er  b a p tism  has made her no more a Jew; 
her g e n t i l e  m other has made h er th a t  a lr e a d y . W illia m s  
means th a t  B e t t y ' s  b a p tism  rem oves h er  from u se  a s  a 
m a g ic a l in s tr u m e n t .

Toward th e  end o f  th e  n o v e l ,  a s  S im on 's e f f o r t s  move 
tow ard t h e i r  c u lm in a t io n , W illia m s e x p la in s  th e  C le r k 's  
w e a k n e s s:

He had en cou raged  h i s  mind in t o  i l l u s i o n .  I l l u ­
s i o n ,  to  th e  m a g ic ia n  as to  th e  s a i n t ,  i s  a g r e a t  
d a n g er . But th e  m a ster  i n  G o e t ia  h a s a lw a y s a t  
th e  c e n t r e  o f  h i s  h e a r t  a s i n g l e  t in y  e v e r la s t in g  
i l l u s i o n ;  i t  may b e lo n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  p o in t  i n f e c t s  
him w h o lly ,  b u t  so o n e r  or l a t e r  i t  i s  bound to  do 
s o .  I t  w as i n f e c t i n g  Simon now. ( i b i d . , p . 212)

In  th e  end he i s  d e fe a te d  in  th e  a c t  o f  t r y in g  to  r e c a l l  
t h r e e  a p p a r i t io n s  o f  h im s e lf  in t o  on e: a " h ea v en ly  r a in "
b e g in s  to  f a l l .

I t  had b een  so  when t h a t  o th e r  Jew a sc e n d e d ;  su ch  
a c lo u d  had r i s e n  from  th e  o p en in g  o f  th e  new 
d im e n s io n s  in t o  w h ich  he p h y s i c a l ly  p a s s e d , and  
th e  e y e s  o f  th e  d i s c i p l e s  had n o t  p ie r c e d  i t .
But t h a t  Jew had gon e up i n t o  th e  law  and a c c o r ­
d in g  to  th e  la w . Now th e  law  w as f i l l i n g  th e  
b rea ch  i n  th e  la w . ( i b i d . ,  p . 232)

O vercom e, he p a s s e s  i n t o  im b e c i l i t y  and h e l l .

N obody, t o  my k n o w led g e , h a s  c a l l e d  W illia m s a n t i -  
S e m it ic .  Y e t ,  i s  n o t  h i s  Simon L e c le r c ,  o f  n e c e s s i t y  a 
Jew , more t e r r i b l e  than  a l l  th e  e p i t h e t s  and t h o u g h t le s s  
im ages in  S a y ers?  When o n e 's  m a ste r s  s tu m b le , and th a t  
i s  w hat S a y e r s  and W illia m s have b een  to  me, i t  i s  p r e ­
su m p tion  to  go on o n e s e l f .  But h a v in g  r a i s e d  th e  m a tte r ,
I m ust d i s c u s s  i t .  W ill ia m s ' in t e n t i o n  i s  more n o b le ;  h i s  
la p s e  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  more t e r r i b l e  th a n  S a y e r s ' .  We a r e  
t a lk in g  h e r e  a b o u t p s y c h ic  m a tte r s :  th e  u se  o f  im ages to
co n vey  m ean in g . W illia m s seem s t o  h av e  b e e n  q u i t e  h eed ­
l e s s  o f  th e  human im p l ic a t io n s  o f  h i s  im agery; he made 
H e l l  "a n e g r e s s"  in  o n e  o f  h i s  p la y s .  R egarded a s  a s a i n t  
by h i s  f r i e n d s ,  he w ould  have b een  h o r r i f i e d  o r  p erh ap s  
m ere ly  amused a t  th e  r e a d in g  I  h a v e  g iv e n  t o  h i s  l a s t  
n o v e l .  B ut what can on e make o f  th e  s e n te n c e  " th e  r a c e
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w h ich  had b e e n  s e t  f o r  th e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  th e  w o r ld  becam e  
a judgem ent and ev en  a  c u r se  to  th e  w o rld  and t o  them­
s e lv e s " ?  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  few  r e a d e r s  ev en  n o t i c e :  
W illia m s i s  "a th u n d er in g  good r e a d ,"  m ost p e o p le  g o b b le  
up h is  s u p e r n a tu r a l t h r i l l e r s  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  th e  s t o r y ,  
q u i t e  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  t h e o l o g ic a l  or  s o c i a l  im p l i c a t io n s .  
But th e  err o r  i s  th e r e .

The m aking o f  a p erso n  or o f  a w h o le  p e o p le  i n t o  " th e  
o th e r "  —  th e  t a r g e t  a g a in s t  w h ich  t o  p r o j e c t  th e  shadow o f  
our own unacknow ledged  w e a k n e s s e s : t h i s  i s  th e  p i t  c o n t in ­
u a l ly  s e t  a t  th e  f e e t  o f  w r i t e r s  who f o l lo w  th e  Way o f  th e  
A ff ir m a t io n  o f  Im ages. The pow ers w it h  w h ich  w r i t e r s  o f  
fa n ta s y  have to  d e a l  a r e  r e a l ,  b u t th e y  a r e  in  ea ch  one o f  
u s . They sh o u ld  b e  evoked w ith  c a u t io n ,  and th e y  sh o u ld  
n ev er  b e  a t t r ib u t e d  to  anybody e l s e .
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