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The
C o u n s e

lof
E lr o n d
by

G len

G o o d K n i g h t

Those of you who are regular previous subscribers to 
Mythlore may have wondered about the delay of this issue  
since Mythlore 8. This has been due prim arily to the m er­
ger of The Tolkien Society of A m erica with The Mythopoeic 
Society. Tolkien Journal is  now m erged with M ythlore.

The m erger took place due to the unfortunate blindness 
of the Thain of TSA, Ed M eskys. He is  now a member of 
The Mythopoeic Society's Board of D irectors, and starting  
with this issu e , w ill have a column in each issu e of M ythlore. 
When the m erger took place in April, we proceeded to handle 
the production of the final issu e  of Tolkien Journal: layout, 
printing, and m ailing. T J  15 was the sp ecia l issu e  in  honor 
of J. R .R . Tolkien's 80th Birthday. It is  a very fine issu e , 
and I encourage those who didn't rece ive  it to obtain a copy 
(see page 29).

With a combined circulation of 1,000 readers,
Mythlore is able to saddle stitch  this issu e . Hand stapling 
and taping is  an incredible amount of work for this many 
is su e s . You are going to see  som e interesting things done 
graphically and with the layout in future issu e s . The im ­
provem ents done on this end w ill be coupled, I hope, with 
creative contributions from  you the readers. We are always 
seeking the best a r tic les . Most of those submitted are about 
som e facet of The Lord of the R ings, understandably. More 
m aterial on C. S. Lewis and Charles W illiam s are sought. 
A rtic les on generic or them atic background m aterial on the 
three authors is  a lso sought. "The Holy Grail" artic le  in 
th is issu e  is  a good exam ple, sin ce there are Arthurian 
elem ents (this is  open to challenge, d iscu ssion  and develop­
ment) in each of the three authors. There are a number of 
new books and a rtic les  of mixed worth com ing out a ll the 
tim e. Reviews of new works about one or a ll of the three 
authors, or of general in terest to the readers are encouraged. 
A rtists are encouraged to send in subm issions of art for 
use in M ythlore. Work not intended for a full page should 
not be m ore that 4 1/2 inches wide. Intelligent, inform ative, 
and/or controversia l le tters  for "M issives to Mythlore" are  
welcom ed. Such le tters  need not be long ones; one or two 
paragraphs are acceptable if your thoughts are that to the 
point. A ll contributors to an issu e  have their subscriptions 
extended for another issu e .

Being editor of Mythlore is only one of the hats I wear:
I am also the editor of Mythprint, the Society's monthly 
bulletin, and the President of the Society. Being President 
requires many hats in itse lf. The Society has grown too 
large for me to wear a ll the hats w ell. As President, I am  
now delegating many duties and resp on sib ilities that I've ca r­
ried alone before. Luckily, help has finally com e forth in severa l 
important areas. I'm not going to be managing editor of 
Mythprint much longer. The job of paste up and layout 
w ill be phased out over the next few months, so  that I'll only 
be writing a column to report to the m em bers on important 
things going on within the Society. Mythprint has been the 
m ajor focus for me tim ew ise. It w ill be a re lie f  to have 
that m ajor responsib ility  out of my d irect concern. I only

mention this to you readers of Mythlore, so that you w ill 
know I w ill have m ore tim e for this publication, which I 
care about very deeply. Mythlore is  and w ill be a regularly  
irregular publication, coming out at lea st every six  months, 
and perhaps three tim es a year. If Mythlore is  called a 
fanzine, I do consider it a special one. I have seen  som e 
fanzines that were put together without apparent thought to 
coordination of its various elem ents: cover, artic les , le tters, 
artwork, all slapped together with no consideration of their 
relation to each other, or for the im pression  they create as a 
whole. I do try to make each issu e  as "balanced" as I can 
with the m aterials and resou rces that are available. How 
I define what .makes a "balanced" issu e  is  a highly personal 
and subjective feeling that defies p rec ise  verbal definition.
I have been urged that Mythlore com e out quarterly at all 
co sts . The suggestion is  reasonable in itse lf, but I do not 
fee l three months is  enough tim e to arrange all the elem ents 
of Mythlore and have each issu e  "balanced, " or m eet my 
own creative standards. I want Mythlore to be as good as it 
can, and hope you readers fee l the sam e.

Most people attracted to The Mythopoeic Society were 
drawn by the shared interest in J .R .R . Tolkien; others were 
drawn by the shared in terest in C. S. Lewis. Those who 
were fam iliar with Charles W illiam s before knowing of the 
Society, alm ost always knew of the other two authors. For 
those of you who only know one of the three authors, I would 
recommend the following three artic les: "Tolkien, Lewis, 
and W illiam s" by C .S . Kilby in the Mythcon I Proceedings, 
"Who Were the Inklings?" by Joe R. Christopher in Tolkien  
Journal 15, and "The Social H istory of the Inklings, 1939- 
1945" by m yself in Mythlore 5 -  T£ 12. The five best books 
I know of about the three authors are given here: Shadows 
of Im agination: the fantasies of C .S . Lew is, J. R. R. Tolkien, 
and Charles W illiam s; Edited by Mark R. H illegas. Southern 
Illinois U niversity P re ss , 1969. Books With Men Behind 
Them by Edmund Fuller; Random House, 1959. The P re­
cincts of F elicity  by Charles Moorman; U niversity of 
Florida P re ss , 1966. Imagination and The Spirit edited by 
Charles A. Huttar; W illiam s B. Eerdmans, 1971. Romantic 
R eligion: A Study of Barfield, L ew is, W illiam s, and Tolkien  
by R. J. R eilly; University of Georgia P re ss , 1971.

I mention these a rtic les  and books in the hopes that if you 
are not fam iliar with the relation of the three authors to 
each other and the s im ila r ities  (som e quite obvious, others 
delightfully subtle) in their work, you w ill have sou rces.
Of course the first place to start is  with the works of the 
three men them selves. Here is  a lis t  of the Regular Read­
ing L ist of the Society. These are the works that are d is­
cussed  in the Society's twenty current branches. (They d is­
cuss other woks and authors as w ell, under the E lective  
System , which is explained in the B ylaw s.)

by J. R. R. Tolkien
The Hobbit. The Lord of the Rings, which includes Vol. I 
The Fellow ship of the Ring, Vol. II The Two T ow ers, Vol.
Ill The Return of the King. "Leaf by Niggle. " Farm er 
Giles of Ham. The Adventures of Tom B om badil. Smith 
of Wooton Major! "Essay on F a iry -sto r ies . " Beowulf:
The M onsters and The C ritics .

by C .S . Lewis
The Chronicles of Narnia (a seven book ser ies):  The Lion, 
The Witch and The W ardrobe. Prince Caspian. The Voyage 
of The Dawn T reader. The Silver Chair. The H orse and 
His Boy. The M agician's Nephew. The Last B attle.
The "Ransom" or 'Deep Space" Trilogy.
Out of the Silent Planet. Perelandra. That Hideous 
Strength.
The Screwtape L etters . The P ilgrim 's Regres.s. Poem s.
The Great D ivorce. T ill We Have F aces . Of Other W orlds. 
Narrative P oem s.

by Charles W illiam s
The seven  novels: War in Heaven. Many D im ensions.
The P lace of the Lion. The Greater Trum ps. Shadows of 
E cstacy . D escent Into H ell. A ll Hallow's E ve.
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The N oises That W eren't There (an unfinished 8th novel 
which was printed in Mythlores 6, 7, & 8) T a liessin  Through 
L ogres. The Region of the Summer Stars. Arthurian 
T orso . Collected P lays.

The purpose of the Society is not to promote the sa le  
of com m ercial books, but rather that the works be read.
It is  encouraging to know however that all of the above works 
are in print, and if your local library does not have them  
they can obtain them.

Many of you are fam iliar with the name of C. S. Kilby. 
Those in the Society know him  as the Guest of Honor at 
Mythcon I in 1970, and the only Am erican to have read The 
Silm arillion . On September 30th 1972, h is 70th birthday 
was celebrated in a very  sp ecia l way. There was a surprise  
party held at Wheaton College, where he has taught English  
for many years. Over 250 people w ere present. President 
Arm erding of the College spoke with enthusiasm  about the 
special Inkling Collection that C .S . Kilby originated. This 
collection  he ca lls  "the best in the world, " contains manu­
scrip ts by C. S. Lewis, Charles W illiam s, Owen Barfield,
J. R .R . Tolkien, G eorge MacDonald, and Dorothy Sayers. 
The m ost recent addition to the sp ecia l collection was over 
2,000 pages of m anuscripts of W illiam s which arrived in 
September. Gifts for the collection, in honor of C .S , Kilby's 
70th birthday, totalled alm ost $4,000, and the party was a 
great su ccess . The elaborate planning was kept a secret. 
Hundreds of cards and le tters were received, including a 
special calligraphed card from  the Society drawn by Bruce 
McMenomy. Adm irers of the Inklings a lso  have much 
admiration and graditude for C .S . Kilby and h is work. We 
wish him the very  best.

MYTHCON IV
This year's Mythcon w ill be held on August 17-20 at the 

F ran cisco  T orres in Santa Barbara, California. M embership  
is  $4 until July 1st; $5 from  then to the convention. $1 sup­
porting m em bers receive the Program  Book. Make checks 
payable to Mythcon, c /o  the box address.

The program w ill include: many d iscussion  groups, 
papers, panels, an art show, a masquerade, a living chess  
game with characters from  mythopoeic works, f ilm s, a 
banquet, m usic, drama, an auction, and guests of honor.

The rates for food and lodging are very reasonable: 
$43.50 single occupancy ($36.00 per person - double occupancy) 
gives you three nights lodging and m eals. Mythcon II was 
held there, so  we know how good the food and fa c ilitie s  are.
The T orres is  a convention center that offers seclu sion  away 
from  the hubbub of the city. It is a m ile from  the sea , and 
the weather is  delightfully p leasant in August.

Mythcon is  a convention of national participation. Make 
your plans now for a great sum m er event.

T H E  M Y T H O PO E IC  SO C IE T Y
is a literary  and educational organization interested  in the 

study, d iscussion , and enjoyment of myth, fantasy, im aginative 
literature, and especia lly  the works of J . R. R.  Tolkien, 

C.S.  Lew is, and Charles W illiam s. The Society is  based on 
the idea that these three authors provide both an excellent 

introduction to, and fundamental understanding of, this entire 
genre of literature.

The Mythopoeic Society engages in activ ities which seek  to 
engender in terest and study by individuals and groups which 
lead them to a greater understanding and integration of all 

aspects of the human experience, as well as greater individual 
and soc ia l insight and creativity.

GREEN DRAGON (Continued from  page 28)

eventually make a chessboard based on the countryside of 
Middle earth to go with the rest of the set.

She a lso  showed me a Frodo doll she had made and 
which was not for sa le or norm ally exhibited.

We talked a little  of Tolkien and other fantasy and I 
could see  that both really  loved the books. I asked about 
how she did the three LotR covers. She said it was a hasty  
production because of the unauthorized edition and she hadn't 
read the books yet when she was com m issioned to do the 
covers. She had known the Ballantines for som e tim e and 
they gave her the job because they knew they could depend 
on her to do a good job quickly. She only had tim e to quick­
ly  skim  the books and it is  rea lly  rem arkable that such ap­
propriate covers could have been done so rapidly. I know 
the in itial reaction had been unfavorable but this was b e­
cause m ost fantasy fans prefer representational art. But 
the sym olism  of the covers is  very appropriate.

I wanted to talk som e m ore with them about fantasy 
and LotR and their art but severa l custom ers cam e in and 
it was getting late so we had to leave.

Nan and I both enjoyed the v is it  very much and we plan 
to return the next tim e we are in  New York.

HOLY GRAIL BIBLIOGRAPHY (continued from  page 11)

Parzival, by Wolfram von Eischenbach, translated by Helen 
Mustard and Charles P assage, Vintage Books, 1961. 

Peredur, in M edieval Myths, ed. by Norma Lorre Goodrich, 
or in the Mabinogian, translated by Lady Guest, 
Everyman.

The Tale of the Sangreal, in the Morte D'Arthur of Sir
Thomas Malory, ed. Eugene Vinaver, Oxford U. P.

Mythprint has already been mentioned on page 2 9. I 
would encourage you to subscribe if you have not already 
done so . It is  published every month, and sent by Second 
C lass Mail. It is  the v ita l new sletter of the Society and of 
news related to its  in terests. In it we report the latest 
rum ors about The Silm arillion; news of the Hobbit m ovie to 
be made; and progress reports on Mythcon, in addition to 
the many features mentioned on page 29.

Please keep us informed of your Change of Address
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