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The student newspaper of Southwestern Oklahoma State University

Graduation is May 15, are you prepared?
B y  W e n d y  L e e /  N e w s  R e p o r t e r

W ith joy, relief and perhaps a tw inge 
of nervousness, betw een 850 and 900 
graduates wall w alk across M ilam Field 
to accept their d iplom as on the m orning 
of M ay 15.

H ow ever, w ith planning for any large 
event, it is inevitable that som ething 
will be forgotten.

The m ost-asked question is have you 
applied to graduate?

E ven p eo p le  n o t w ish in g  to go 
through the cerem ony m ust apply to 
graduate. If a person p lanned to attend 
bu t realized he or she cou ldn 't m ake it, 
he or she should  fill out an absentia

form in A dm inistration 108.
G raduate Records and diplom as can 

be picked up in the reg istrar's office 
im m ediately after the cerem ony, unless 
the g raduate already filled out the form 
in the reg istrar's office stating w here he 
or she wishes the d iplom a to be sent.

If anyone needs special assistance 
during  the cerem ony due to a disability, 
please contact the dean of students at 
774-3024 by M ay 12.

A le tter w ith  in stru c tio n s and  a 
sch ed u le  has been  sen t sen t to all 
g raduates and are also available at the 
registrars office. It includes six colored 
tickets in case of rain.

If it rains, the cerem ony will be held 
in Rankin W illiam s field house in four 
separate exercises. Due to lim ited space, 
each graduate  is guaran teed  only six 
g u es ts . A d d itio n a l g u e s ts  w ill be 
adm itted  until all available seats are 
filled. If necessary, an announcem ent 
will be m ade by 8 a.m. on a local radio 
station.

If all goes well, an inform al coffee 
will be held in the S tudent U nion from 
9 -10:30 for all graduates, parents, and 
friends.

All g raduates should  be at M ilam 
Stadium  by 10:30 and should  line up 
w ith their degree group.

Last week's Student Government Association showing of “Varsity Blues" brought 
hundreds of Southwestern students to the Student Union lawn for the yet-to-be released 
on video MTV movie production. Photo by Patricia Cook

CDWarehouse 
chief to speak 
at graduation

Jerry  W. G rizzle, chief 
e x e c u tiv e  o ffic e r of CD 
W areh o u se , Inc. w ill be 
com m encem ent speaker at 
th e  S o u th w e s te rn
g ra d u a t io n  ce rem o n y  
Saturday, May 15.

Grizzle enjoys the unique 
d is tin c tio n  of se rv in g  as 
ch a irm an , p re s id e n t and  
chief executive officer of a 
public company along with 
his duties as Brigadier General 
an d  D ep u ty  S ta te  A rea 
Commander in the Oklahoma 
Army National Guard.

T he O k la h o m a  C ity  
n a tiv e  is a g ra d u a te  of 
Southw estern.

In event of rain, Grizzle 
will not speak.
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In my opinion
In l ig h t  o f  th e  n u m e r o u s  s c h o o l  s h o o t in g s  

o c c u rr in g  w i th in  the  las t  few  yea rs ,  I am  a p p a l le d  
by  the fran tic  a n d  i r ra t io n a l  n e e d  to b lam e  so m eo n e  
or s o m e th in g  re g a rd le s s  of the ju s t if ic a t io n -  or 
lack of it. P sy ch o lo g is ts ,  e x p e r ts  of ev e ry  k in d ,  the 
m ed ia  an d  even  the p re s id e n t  are g ra sp in g  a t s traw s  
to f ind  the  one th in g  th a t  is re sp o n sib le .

The e x p la n a t io n  th a t  the  c h i ld re n  c o m m it t in g  
the  c r im es  h a v e  b ee n  to rm e n te d  a n d  re jec ted  by 
th e ir  p ee rs  is r id icu lo u s .  Sure, th ey  m ay  h av e  been  
t re a te d  b a d ly  or u n fa ir ly ,  b u t  so h av e  m ill io n s  of 
o th e r  c h i ld re n  since  the  b e g in n in g  of time. If th is  
th eo ry  w e re  tru e ,  th en  ev e ry  ch ild  th a t  h as  b een  
re jec ted  an d  cas t  o u t  of the  social c ircle w o u ld  
h av e  g one  on  a k i l l in g  sp ree .  S o m e th in g  m o re  has  
to e x is t  w i t h i n  th e  m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  of th e  
m u rd e r in g  c h i ld re n .  O r m o re  accu ra te ly ,  m ay b e  
s o m e th in g  is m issing .

P re s id e n t  C l in to n  is t ry in g  to b lam e  it all on  the 
lack of g o v e rn m e n t  r e g u la te d  g u n  co n tro l  an d  is 
im p l ic a t in g  th e  N a t io n a l  Rifle A sso c ia t io n  for 
f ig h t in g  to p re s e rv e  the c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h t  to b ea r  
a rm s. This  th eo ry  is a lso  co m p le te ly  i r ra tio n a l.  I 
am  a f irm  b e l iev e r  in the a d a g e  th a t  "G u n s  d o n ' t  
kill p eo p le .  P eo p le  kill p eo p le ."

G u n s  h av e  b ee n  a r o u n d  for a lo n g  time. In fact, 
th e re  w as  a t im e w h e n  it w as  u n h e a rd  of for a 
h o u s e h o ld  n o t  to h a v e  a t leas t  one  gun . T hey  w ere  
u s e d  for p ro te c t io n  a n d  for h u n t in g  - the  c h i ld re n  
d i d n ' t  t a k e  th e m  to s c h o o l  a n d  k i l l  all t h e i r  
c lassm ates .  A n d  y ou  can  be su re  k ids  w e re  ju s t  as 
to rm e n te d  th en  as they  are  now .

I g re w  u p  in a h o m e  w ith  rifles, sh o tg u n s  an d  
even  a p is to l.  I n e v e r  h a d  the  u rg e  to kill anyone .  
I w as  t a u g h t  a b o u t  the d a n g e rs  of g u n s  an d  ab o u t  
the re sp o n s ib i l i ty  th a t  m u s t  a c co m p an y  th e ir  use. 
My p a re n ts  also  in s t i l led  in m e the m ora ls ,  v a lu es  
an d  consc ience  th a t  p re v e n t  m e  f ro m  w a n t in g  to 
m u r d e r  ev e ry o n e  th a t  cau ses  m e pain .

D o n 't  get m e  w ro n g ,  I d o n ' t  th in k  the q u a l i ty  of 
p a ren t in g ,  a lone, is re sp o n sib le  for d ea d ly  b eh av io r  
by ch ild ren .  M an y  p eo p le  com e from  d y sfu n c tio n a l  
h o m es  an d  n ev e r  kill anyone .  In fact, I d o n ' t  believe 
there  is one  s in g le  fac to r  th a t  c rea tes  a m u rd e ro u s  
m in d . I do  k n o w , h o w e v e r ,  th a t  to d a y 's  c h i ld re n  
are all ex p o se d  to the sam e m usic , the sam e m ovies , 
the sam e TV sh o w s  an d  the  sam e law s. If the 
e n v i ro n m e n t  cau sed  p eo p le  to kill, ev e ry o n e  w o u ld  
be d o in g  it.

-Jan Garza
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My Real 
World
by Steven McLemore

I guess I should say something
This is it. M y last colum n.
A nd follow ing w ith  recent Southwestern tradition , as 

outgoing editor-in-chief, I suppose I shou ld  start w riting  a 
500 w ord  good bye letter thank ing  every person w ho has 
ever m ean t m uch  to m e in m y four years at this school.

I guess I shou ld  be sad. But, I'm  not.
I guess I shou ld  thank  m y fu tu re wife. U nfortunately, 

Jenny M cC arthy has yet to give m e an answ er.
I guess I shou ld  w rite abou t how  m uch I am  going to m iss 

W eatherford  and  all of m y friends here. But, I am  no t going 
anyw here. I am  staying in W eatherford.

I guess I should write about how  m uch I am  going to miss all 
of my times in school and how  hopeless I am going to be w ithout 
hom ew ork and papers. But that w ould be lying, and I don 't like 
to lie. I am  happy I am  graduating. I, just like m any hundreds of 
others, am  relieved that graduation is near. I've been real, real 
near to a nervous breakdow n the last few weeks.

I guess I shou ld  w rite abou t all the p rob lem s on this 
cam pus and  gripe and  m oan abou t w ho  needs to be fired. 
But, I am  above that. I know  bette r than  to b u rn  m y bridges 
on page three of m y last issue of The Southwestern.

I'll do tha t on pages 6 a n d  7.
I guess I should  poke a little fun at ano ther state new spaper. 

It seem s one of their spo rtsw riters  is a little consum ed  by 
Southw estern  sports, because he seem s to w rite  abou t us 
every  week. (Well, I assum e it w as us. W e are ''th a t o ther 
school" in W eatherford, right?) The w riter in question  has 
m entioned  how  our football team  w en t 0-10 this year after a 
foolish decision to leave the NAIA. Also, how  their football 
team  actually beat us four years ago 30-7. Then it w as 
m entioned  that, the next year, we h ap p en ed  to beat one of 
their best team s in school history.

I could say som eth ing  like "Oh, yes, d id n 't  w e beat your 
team  twice in a n ine day period  that year?" But I w ill no t say 
anyth ing  like that. It isn 't righ t to pick on jun io r colleges.

I guess I could  continue by saying that the last four years 
have been a blast, and  I have loved alm ost every m inu te of 
them , and  that I w an t to thank all of you for actually  reading 
this. I was never given a chance to w rite  "M y Real W orld" 
un til this year, for though ts that the cam pus d id n 't  w an t to 
read anyth ing  the w ay I w ro te it.

Thinking abou t it, that is w hat I w ant to say.
Thank you Southw estern for reading. H ave a great sum m er, 

and I will see you at H om ecom ing.

Deeper
Thoughts

by Amanda M adden

Blame shifting must stop
A stage for change has been set for Am erica in Littleton, 

Colo., as C olum bine H igh School is m arked  as a result of 
violence. All over the new s, w e 've seen the blam e shifted 
from  the m edia  to C olum bine officials, to television and 
m usic, and  now  the spotlight attem pts to land upon  parents 
of the teenage assassins.

T h is is c lea rly  a w ak e  u p  ca ll fo r A m erica . In all of the 
co n fu s io n  som e w o n d e r  ho w  o u r n a tio n  w ill cope. O th ers  
w o n d e r  w h a t m e a su re s  a re  n e c essa ry  for ch an g e . M any 
feel a lack  of co n c e rn  as d e s e n s it iz a tio n  se ts  in  ca u s in g  
loss of in te re s t  in  th is  c ris is  as it q u ick ly  b eco m es 
" y e s te rd a y 's  n ew s."

C learly, som ething m ust be done, b u t w ho 's job is it? Are 
w e even affected in O klahom a by w hat's  gone on in Colorado?

W e've seen m any leaders (via the m edia) represen t our 
nation w ith  the attitude that education reform , gun control 
and telev ision /m usic regulation are the answ ers to the arising 
issues in society. But again, are these not just other assum ption 
ons their part? These things seem  to be side issues, the 
p roducts of deeper rooted problem s.

Violence is occurring at record highs considering the age 
g roup  involved. The you th  of today are tom orrow 's future. 
H ow  will their children be able to rise above the w orld  views 
of the parents w ho raised them  and the society that encourages 
their actions, unless som ething is done to change the fabric of 
our n ation 's  values system ?

R um ored in Yukon was that several high school groups

w ore black trench coats and  "Trench C oat M afia" T-shirts to 
school the w eek after the killings. This is not a game! If things 
d o n 't change and stan d ard s are no t set, the fabric of society 
m ay becom e so vio len t and  sexually  perverse  tha t we 
eventually  destroy ourselves.

Yes, w e are  a ffec ted  in  O k lah o m a; a n d  a l th o u g h  n o t 
all in the  sam e w ay s, as m em b ers  of a co llec tiv e  so c ie ty , 
w e are  n o t too  fa r re m o v e d  in  th is  n a t io n a l  c ris is  for 
su ch  in c id e n ts  to  h a p p e n  r ig h t h e re  in  W e a th e rfo rd , 
A m erica .

H ow ever, d esp ite  p o p u la r op in ion , b lam e sh iftin g  m ust 
stop  if each in d iv id u a l is ac tua lly  go ing  to m ake a lasting  
d ifference in these p re sen t tim es of v io lence an d  chaos.

It is w h e n  tra g e d y  of C o lu m b in e 's  k in d  s tr ik e s  th a t 
f in g e rs  a re  p o in te d  in  all d ire c tio n s . I 'd  say  the  fa u lt is 
w id e ly  sp re a d . H o w e v er, in  o rd e r  fo r tru e  ch a n g e  to 
occur, w e m u s t look  in w a rd ly  a n d  look  to  G od .

We have a challenge: to look at w hat we have been m olded 
by. If these things a ren 't good, we should  see about changing 
them  before they 're passed on to our children  and  others 
close to us.

Likewise, an exam ple alw ays speaks louder than  words.
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News 
to Me
by Ryan Barber

May brings excitement for all

In a few short weeks, 
all the lessons and 
values learned while 
growing up will 
culminate in one of 
the most important 
chapters of our 
lives yet.

N o w  th a t  M a y  h as  f in a lly  a r r iv e d , co lleg e  s tu d e n ts  
a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try  a re  p re p a r in g  for o n e  o f th e  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  e v e n ts  o f th e ir  lives. M o st o f u s  h a v e  b ee n  
lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th is  tim e  s in ce  w e  can  re m e m b e r. 
D u rin g  th e  p a s t  y e a r, th o u g h , th e  a n tic ip a tio n  of th is

lo n g  a w a ite d  e v e n t h as  
a lm o s t b e e n  to o  m u c h  
to  b ea r.

T h a n k fu lly , th e  w a it  
is a lm o s t o v er. In  a few  
s h o r t  w e e k s ,  a l l  th e  
l e s s o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  
le a rn e d  w h ile  g ro w in g  
u p  w ill c u lm in a te  in  o n e  
o f th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  
c h a p te rs  of o u r  lives yet.

O n  M a y  19, " S ta r  
W a rs :  T h e  P h a n to m  
M e n a c e "  h i ts  th e  b ig  
screen .

O h  y e a h ,  c o l le g e  
g ra d u a t io n  is so m e tim e  
th is  m o n th  too.

W h a t a m a z e s  m e  is th a t  w e 'v e  m a d e  it th is  fa r 
w ith o u t  th e  w is d o m  a n d  g u id a n c e  o f Y oda. L e t's  face i t; 
w h e n  h e  te lls  L u k e  th a t  " s iz e  m a tte rs  n o t,"  I th in k  w e  all 
l e a r n e d  s o m e th in g .  O n e  c a n  o n ly  im a g in e  th e  m a n y

m o re  t r u th s  s o o n  to  b e  r e v e a le d  b y  th is  th re e  fo o t 
ta ll jed i m a s te r .

I r e m e m b e r  s e e in g  " R e tu r n  o f  th e  J e d i"  fo r th e  
f i r s t  t im e  w h e n  I w a s  s e v e n . A f te r  I w a lk e d  o u t  o f 
th a t  th e a te r ,  I r e a l iz e d  I h a d  fo u n d  m y  l i fe 's  c a ll in g . 
I k n e w  th a t  I w a n te d  to  b e  e i th e r  a s p a c e  s m u g g le r  
o r  a jed i.

L ig h ts a b e rs  a n d  s ta r s h ip s  p ro v e d  d if f ic u l t  to  f in d , 
th o u g h , so  I d e c id e d  to  p o s tp o n e  th e s e  c a re e rs .

F o r th o se  w h o  b e liev e  th a t  "T h e  P h a n to m  M en a c e "  
w o n 't  e v e n tu a lly  b re a k  th e  b o x  o ffice  re c o rd s  s e t  b y  
"T ita n ic ."  I h a v e  to  p a r tia lly  a g re e  w ith  y o u . T h e  
re c o rd s  se t b y  "T ita n ic "  w o n 't  b e  b ro k e n  e v e n tu a lly ; 
th ey  w ill b e  b ro k e n  o n  o p e n in g  w e e k e n d .

O f c o u r s e , th e  s u c c e s s  o f th e  S ta r  W a rs  m o v ie s  
c a n 't  b e  b a s e d  e n t i r e ly  o n  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  th e y  
b r in g  in . Y ou  c a n  n e v e r  u n d e r e s t im a te  a d v ic e  like: 
" W h e n  n in e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o ld  y o u  re a c h , lo o k  as 
g o o d  y o u  w ill  n o t ."

Word of Mouth

by Patricia Cook

Finals week brings no 
time,money or cleanliness

Well, it is that tim e again. You can tru ly  sm ell the stress 
in the air. Everyone is in  a state of frenzy trying to salvage 
w hat g rades they can by cram m ing all we can into these 
last few  w eeks of school. Because of th is factor of neccesity, 
o ther things seem  to suffer, a t least w ith  me.

W hen your bra in  is on  overload there are som e things 
that sim ply have to give, at least un til this painfu l tim e is 
over. It is sim ply som ething you have to accept.

For these last couple of w eeks you are going to  be 
exhausted, you are going to have no  m oney, and things 
like laundry  and  cleaning your house are just going to have 
to wait. At least w ith  m e, lau n d ry  alw ays seem s to be one

of the first priorities to go. I th in k  fo r m a n y  co lleg e  
s tu d e n ts  it is.

There is just som ething about the sm ell of clean laundry. 
It aw akens your senses and  gives you  a fantastic feeling of 
renew al. For a split second you feel yourself floating 
aw ay on a D ow ny cloud. This feeling is especially  
w onderfu l to  a college studen t, since w e d o n 't get to 
experience it as often as w e like. College is the only tim e 
in your life that lau n d ry  becom es y o u r low est p riority .

W hen you are caugh t in  the perilous cycle of parties 
an d  term  papers there are th ree categories of clothing. 
These categories are clean, d irty , and  funky. D irty clothes 
can be w orn  again, b u t if they are funky, they  are w alking 
them selves to  th e  lau n d ro m a t. You n ev e r h e a r  of 
professionals in  the w orld  p u ttin g  their sh irts  th ro u g h  the 
sniff test before p u ttin g  them  on. T hat w o u ld  b e  an 
unforgiveable lapse in character.

To the college studen t, though, this is a sim ple m atter 
of survival. This surv ival m ust last un til w e receive the 
first o p p u rtu n ity  to  go hom e. To us, going hom e m eans 
food, m aybe gas m oney, and  tim e to do  laundry . A nd 
usually , by  then  m ost of ou r clothes have reached the 
funky stage, so w e ju st have to  follow them  on hom e.
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From the Mailbox
Reader challenqes scientific theories
W hat is science? H ow  is a theory  p roven  to be m ore than 

sim ply theory, b u t fact? Science is by definition, an  observable 
and repeatable experim ent or occurrence. This m eans then, 
that any th ing  tha t cannot be observed and  repeated  in the 
scientific realm , is no t fact and  is no t science.

Cosm ology, or the s tudy  of the origins of the un iverse and 
life as w e know  it, therefore, is no t science. The Big Bang, 
Evolution, and  C reationism  are all sim ply theories from  a 
scientific perspective.

All of them  take an  im m ense am ount of faith to believe, 
because, a lthough  we can search for evidence, we cannot 
observe or repeat any of them , placing them  on a totally 
different level.

W hy, then , are the h y p o th esized  beg inn ings of our 
universe, solar system , and  ultim ately  ourselves through 
chemical and  biological evolution if you will, taught as 
undeniable fact?

The p roposed  explosive beginnings of life as we know  it, 
and our descent from  noth ing  m ore than hydrogen  and 
helium  is by no m eans proven  fact, and  has been, in fact, 
totally u n su p p o rted  by experim ents and  an overw helm ing 

, lack of data.
Surely I'm  no t alone in m y thinking. H ow  m any of us have 

sat th rough  our science classes and  heard  inconsistencies 
1 such as these. W hen discussing black holes, the teacher 

stresses, repeatedly , that we a ren 't sure of the existence of 
1 black holes because they are, by definition, invisible to our 

eyes, and  there are o ther theories that are plausible.
H o w e v e r, w h e n  th e  o rig in s  of the  u n iv e rse  are 

co v ered , o n ly  one th eo ry  is p re se n te d , an d  it is p re sen ted  
as fact.

A nother classic w ould  be the teacher pointing out that 
once a scientific theory  or hypothesis is unsupported  by 
ex p e rim en t o r d isco v ery , it fades from  the scientific 
"rulebook" and  we look for another answ er to replace it.

H ow  m any facets of the theory of evolution rem ain entirely 
u n su p p o rted , questionab ly  su p p o rted , or un p ro v en  by 
experim ent? The answ er is m any. If fact, the answ er is all. 
Does that m ean that our scientists and professor search for 
another explanation? No. They continue to beat a dead horse, 

; so to speak.
A lternate theories are not taught, alternate theories are not 

even m entioned except to dism iss them  offhand. We, as 
students, and  as h u m an  beings, need to start using the critical 

• thinking skills that w e are told so m uch about in our classes, 
j Find the inconsistencies, and question them. It is the  p a r t  of 

g ro w in g  u p  th a t w e all, teach e rs  an d  s tu d e n ts  alike, 
1 seem  to be  m issin g .

-Carillion Creed

Southwestern student impacted by 
Littleton, Colorado

I am  a person-an  ind iv idua l-w ith  a conscience, a 
soul,and  a free will. I say  this because w ith  free will 
com es responsibility-a responsibility  th a t w e as a society 
have increasingly allow ed ourselves to  shed. W e no 
longer seem to believe that for every action, a consequence 
follows. We search for som eone or som eth ing  else to 
blam e, an d  w e find it.

We blam e the environm ent in w hich  w e are raised, the 
m edia, m usic, m ovies, gam es, an d  literature-anyth ing  
b u t ourselves-for the course of action that w e choose to 
take as ind iv iduals. O u r m an tra  has becom e, "This is not 
m y fault!" W e have tried, perh ap s inadverten tly , to 
eradicate the concept of free will, to  m ake h u m an s no 
m ore than  p u p p e ts  in the h an d s of circum stance, and  w e 
are succeeding.

For the past few years, w e hav e  w atched in  h o rro r as 
yet another s tu d en t goes on a ram page, g u n  in hand , 
m assacring anyone in h is path . L ittleton is only the latest 
in tha t string of incidents. It seem s that in  the  afterm ath  
everyone looks for som eone o r som ething to blam e.

For exam ple, in  various new s reports  I have h ea rd  a 
large num ber of references to  Doom , heavy  m etal m usic, 
Reservoir Dogs, The M atrix an d  the  in terne t as possible 
sources of blam e for the actions of the tw o  young m en 
involved. H as anyone th ough t to  blam e the tw o young 
m en w ho repeated ly  p u lled  the  trigger w hile their 
classm ates p leaded  for their lives? Those tw o  boys m ade 
a conscious choice to go to school and  kill their classmates. 
They p lanned  their actions carefully and  well in advance.

They m ade their choices of their ow n free will. In 
placing the blam e for the m assacre anyw here b u t at the 
feet of the tw o boys involved, w e pave the w ay for fu ture 
assailants to b lam e anyone b u t them selves-to no t take 
responsibility for w hat they  have done.

If w e as a so c ie ty  cease  to  m ak e  p eo p le  take  
responsibility for their ow n actions, then we become 
anarchic. If w e as paren ts do n o t teach our children  to 
face the consequences of their choices and  to value 
hum an life, then  we have failed them . If w e as adu lts do 
no t take the first step and  take responsibility  for o u r ow n 
choices, then we have failed ourselves.

If we allow  ourselves to  becom e no  m ore than  the 
p roduct of our environm ent, then  we becom e less than 
individuals. We become instead no  m ore than  a p u p p e t 
in the hands of circum stance. If w e allow  th a t to happen , 
we have failed each other. Free will cannot exist if we fail 
to take responsibility for it.

-Melissa Knabe
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andwhat's wrong

by Steven McLemore
Outgoing Editor-in-Chief

I have been here for almost four years. And in those four 
years I have seen a lot go on on this campus, some of which 
I agreed with, some of which I did not agree with. Most of the 
time I kept my mouth shut, knowing that on a campus like 
this, freedom of speech is not always appreciated. For example, 
how many of you cursed people like Edgardo George, Dennis 
Pellerin or Amanda Rivers when they wrote their opinions 
into the paper over something that bothered them. Some of 
you were ready like vultures to gouge their eyes out. I, on the 
other hand, want to salute people like those three. They made 
this paper better every week.

So, I graduate in ten days and I need not fear what I say in 
this. None of it is libelous, I just think that there are some 
things on this campus that need to be praised and others that 
need to be changed. So, here we go.

Right----------------
Dean of Students Darin Behara and 
Housing Director Marvin Schoenecke

Being a peacemaker on this campus cannot be easy. Being 
in a position which calls for authority out of a nice person 
cannot be easy • Being a strict boss over people who sometimes 
drag their feet in getting things done cannot be easy.

Welcome to Southwestern, Darin Behara and Marvin 
Schoenecke.

I want to salute Southwestern for their decisions for 
bringing these two men to our campus. Both are professionals 
and are just what the campus needed.

I remember the week Behara walked onto campus. Things 
were getting done. For the first time in a while, students 
talked about how easy their dean of students was to talk to. 
All they had to do was go to him and things got accomplished.

And in Marvin's first year on campus he was not given 
much to start with. Hired on short notice and overpacked 
dorms, Marvin came in and straightened it all out. Yes, he 
faced some criticism along the way, but that just proved his 
worthiness to this university.

If anyone important reads this, you need to make sure that 
both of these men are given raises for all their hard work.

Wrong--------------
Book Buyback

What else can I say about it? Students buy books for large 
amounts of money, use them and sell them back for a very 
small percentage of whay they bought them for. Then, the 
businesses in question turn around and sell the books again 
at full price.

Shame on you. Cheating college students. That's 
unforgivable. It makes me so mad. That's almost as bad as the 
book you paid $75 for brand new and is not being used again. 
But, we'll give you two dollars for it.

1 won't spend much time on this, just remember when 
you sell your books back and someone tells you to have a nice 
day, don't smile back.
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Right----------------
The Good people

One of the best attributes this campus can brag on is it's 
good people. Over four years I have met many of them and 
I am going to appreciate everything that they have taught me 
and the rest of this campus.

People like Roberta Williams, a cashier in the cafeteria. 
Her smile and joy are enough to cheer up anybody on this 
campus. I haven't lived on campus in a year and a half, but 
1 still remember everyday she has a smile and a greeting for 
every student w ho com es through the doors.

People like N elson Perkins. He understands college  
students and treats us like we're adults. While he treats us 
like adults, he expects us to act like adults. Most of the 
teachers 1 have experienced through the newspaper talk to us 
like we're babies who don't have problems, life outside of 
class or responsibilities. Nelson excels in understanding us 
and this university is lucky to have him.

------------- Wrong
The Southwestern Athletic Dept.

Don't think this is a gripe session, because it's not. I have 
noticed a few' things that 1 don't think are right and 1 am going 
to speak them. And it isn't aimed at any one person, either.

I remember when the walls of the University gym used to 
read "SouthwesternOklahoma State Bulldogs." N ow it reads 
Dobson Cellular.

I rem em ber w h en  the a th letic  a ch iev em en ts  of 
Southwestern students over the last forty years were hanging 
in the rafters of they gym. Now, the only thing hanging there 
is a piece of metal with a banks name on it.

1 think it is great our 
stu d en ts , not our 
adm inistration, have won  
eleven national titles. If I were 
a part of those  
championships, I would be 
proud to know that a banner 
1 helped to win is now folded 
up sitting in a storage closet. 
I'm glad  w e have our 
priorities straight.

I'm sure the NCAA  
logos on the basketball 
court were very expensive 
and we needed  to do 
som eth ing  to pay for 
them, but I didn't know 
selling out was ever an 
option.

---------------Wrong
School Spirit

This one is pointed at the student body.
Some of you go to the football games.
A lot of you go to basketball games to show off you newest 

clothes, that's not necesarrily wrong.
Ten of you go to baseball games.
Most of you don't even know' w e have soccer, softball, golf 

or cross country. We kind of have rugby. Well, wre don't if 
you ask the administration.

Anyway, my point is. . . w'hy are you here? Sure, you're 
here for an education. What about the rest of the time? No  
time for the games? N o time to watch your classmates and 
friends go play? You have got to get involved while in 
college. Go and have some fun.

One hugely big misnomer on this campus is that the 
athletic teams must be successful for spirit. That's not the 
case. Anyone can have spirit, regardless of their teams actual 
success. People still route for the Dallas Cowboys and 
Oklahoma Sooners, don't they? Those are two perfect 
examples that the team doesn't need to win to have fans.

So, next year when w'e have more sporting events 
(including men's soccer), are you going to go and yell? 1 hope 
so. No one wants to work hard and have no one see it.

I'm typing this on a Sunday afternoon and 1 would be 
really bummed if no one would read it. It would feel a bit 
useless. The same is with athletics, they work hard and give 
up a lot for a game. Let's give them a little respect.

Right----------------
Southwestern Student Government

Finally a group of students on this campus w'ho care. This 
group, every year, is the group that makes things happen at 
Southwestern. Just last week, the group spent over $1,000 to 
bring in "Varsity Blues." The success was huge. Hundreds of 
Southwestern students brought chairs, blankets, sleeping 
bags, trucks and couches to the Student Union lawn and 
watched the flick.

Pew Southwestern students realize how much work this 
club actually  d oes. This group  is our vo ice  to the 
administration and state. Every year they fight to gain better 
treatment for our students and rights for us. From bills like 
academic appeals to excused abscences, this club has taken a 
beating by the administration and faculty senate; yet kept on 
going.

With a dedicated group like this, Southwestern will 
continue to be a campus that is always trying to become more 
student-oriented.

And hopefully, all of you can say that The Southwestern has 
been one of the good things on this campus. We sure did try 
our best. Thanks for reading!
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SW leads state in 
blood donations
B y  A l e j a n d r o  V a r g a s  /  N e w s  R e p o r t e r

T he fina l  b lo o d  d r iv e  of th e  y ea r ,  a jo in t  e f fo r t  
b e tw e e n  the  S tu d e n t  G o v e rn m e n t  A sso c ia t io n  an d  
the O k la h o m a  B lood In s t i tu te ,  n e t t e d  133 u n i ts ,  
ac co rd in g  to  d r iv e  c h a i rm a n  Eva Sims.

S im s  s a id  148 s t u d e n t s  d o n a t e d  b lo o d .  In  
a d d i t io n  to  th e  u n i ts ,  s tu d e n t s  d o n a te d  e ig h t  u n i t s  
o f  p la te le ts  — re q u i r e d  for le u k e m ia  p a t ie n ts  — 
a n d  sev e n  r e d  b lo o d  cell un its .

S im s sa id  th a t  in  th e  f ive  b lo o d  d r iv e s  th is  y ea r  
s tu d e n ts  d o n a te d  725 un its .

S o u th w e s te rn  is th e  l e a d e r  in  g iv in g  b lo o d  f ro m  
a ll  th e  u n iv e rs i t i e s  in  th e  s ta te ,  i n c lu d in g  O U  a n d  
O S U , a c c o r d i n g  to  M i c h e l l e  S t i n s o n  o f  t h e  
O k la h o m a  B lood In s t i tu te .

Photo Provided

Six Southwestern students have been named outstanding  
sen ators for the year by  the S tu d en t G overn m ent 
Association. They are Sarah Seybold, Weatherford; Adam 
Carr, Newcastle; Chip D iffendaffer, Rocky; Eva Sim s, Enid; 
and M elissa Gilbert, Cordell. Not pictured is Lisa Barnes of 
Weatherford. They were honored at the SGA end-of-the 
year banquet.

Dr. Sam Lackey leaves after three decades
By Brittney Litsch/ News Reporter

Tw enty-n ine  years at Sou thw estern  has  left assistant 
professor Dr. Sam Lackey w ith  fond  m em ories  of faculty 
and  s tuden ts .  He will be re tir ing  this year from  the 
language arts depa rtm en t.

Lackey will take several m em ories  an d  experiences 
with him  w h e n  he leaves Southw estern . M ost of these 
experiences will come from  the 14 years he spen t editing  
language arts publications, includ ing  Chapbook, C hannel 
One and  the O k lahom a English Journal.

"1 rem em ber the h u n d re d s  of s tuden ts  and  dozen-or-so 
faculty and  local citizens w h o  were pub lished  du r in g  the 
fourteen years," Lackey said.

Lackey came to S ou thw estern  and  taugh t  English and  
p h i lo s o p h y  c lasses .  H o w e v e r ,  L ackey  w ill  a lso  be 
r e m e m b e r e d  fo r  h is  c o m p u t e r  a n d  t e c h n o lo g ic a l  
advancem en ts  at Southw estern . H e cooperated  w ith  3M, 
w hich  later  becam e Im ation ,  to d ev e lo p  p a r tn e rsh ip  
projects for his w riting  for business and  indus try  classes.

L a c k e y  a lso  h e l p e d  to  d e v e lo p  d i v i s io n - w i d e  
stream lined  formats and  com pliance p rocedures  for the 
ISO 9000 project.

Lackey believes deep ly  in the need  for Southw estern  
s tuden ts  to w ork  with  cu tting  edge technological devices. 
He rem em bers  w hen  co m p u te r  tra in ing  becam e available 
to w este rn  O klahom a com m unities .

"I rem em ber the relief on the faces of h u n d re d s  of 
s t u d e n t s  a n d  m e m b e r s  of th e  w e s t e r n  O k la h o m a  
com m unities  w hen  they found  out they could get state-of- 
the-art com pute r  tra in ing  on-the-job, at hom e, or in our 
labs," Lackey said.

N ot m an y  peop le  can sum  u p  29 years of teaching 
experiences as e leoquen tly  as d id  Dr. Sam Lackey w h en  he 
w rote  the following:

"I believe that the overrid ing  characteristic of the present 
age is u n re len ting  acceleration— change  d r iv en  by the 
speed  of light. The w o rld  has  d ro p p e d  into o u r  back  yard! 
'Speed is life,' as the fighter p ilo ts  say.

" C le a r ly ,  t e c h n o l o g y  d r i v e s  t h i s  a c c e l e r a t i o n .  
S o u th w es te rn  has  m arv e lo u s  h u m a n  resources  for its 
s tuden ts  and  the w estern  O k lahom a com m unities  it serves. 
The q u e s t io n  is, 'W ill  w e  h a v e  the  s p e e d ? '  W ill we 
p ro v id e  the  sy s tem s ,  or ju s t  the p ieces ,  the  h u b ,  o r  just 
som e of the spokes?

"I have  seen us gain  the lead; I believe it is critical that 
we keep it."
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Don’t stress out 
during finals week

Finals begin T hursday and along w ith finals comes stress. 
M ost s tuden ts spend m ore time w orrying about tests than 
studying for them . Finals are just part of college but are 
dreaded  by thousands every semester.

Here are a num ber of tips for taking finals. The first tip is 
listen to instructions. It is a vital part of test taking. A nother 
tip is be confident in your ability to do well. N egative 
rem arks only m ake the stress worse.

Eat well before the test and get plenty of rest the night 
before the test.

Read each question carefully and keep track of time. 
Spending too m uch time on one question m ay not allow time 
for other questions.

The next tip is answ er the easy questions first and skip 
over the m ore difficult questions. You can go back. If time is 
available, review your answers.

The last and m ost im portan t piece of advice is study!

Thirteen faculty 
members honored

Five S o u th w e s te rn  fa c u lty  m e m b e rs  re ce iv ed  
prom otions, and  eight faculty m em bers ea rned  tenure 
as the result of recom m edations at the A pril m eeting  of 
the Board of Regents of O klahom a Colleges.

Prom oted from  associate professor to  professor was 
Dr. Helen M axson in the laguage arts departm ent. Four 
faculty m em bers w ere p rom oted  to associate professors, 
including Dr. G ary Bell in technology, Dr. Viki C raig  in 
language arts, Dr. C ynthia Foust in  n u rsin g  and  Dr. 
Ronna Vanderslice in the school services p rog ram  in the 
School of Education.

Receiving tenure w ere Bob Dorlac, art; E>r. Sylvia 
Esjom son, chem istry; Foust; Dr. Valerie Reim ers and 
Joyce Stoffers, both  in language arts; Dr. Jam es South 
and  Dr. A lan Spurgeon, bo th  in m usic and  Vanderslice.

The recom m endations, w hich w ere m ade a t the 
m eeting held in D urant, are effective beginning July 1, 
w hich starts the 1999-2000 academ ic year.Take Notice

Area residents interested in taking classes during  the 
upcom ing sum m er and fall sem esters at Southw estern 
are welcome to enroll now.

S o u th w e s te rn  re g is t ra r  Bob K laassen  sa id  the 
enrollm ent office is open 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. M onday 
and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through Friday. The 
enrollm ent office is located in A dm inistration 108. The 
telephone num ber is 774-3777.

On the Sayre cam pus, registrar Kim Seym our said her 
office is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. M onday through Friday. The 
enrollm ent office is located in Alexander 127. The telephone 
num ber is 928-5533.

Sum m er classes start on June 2, while fall classes begin 
A ugust 25.
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The debate on tanning safety heats up
By K eisha  G rubb /N ew s R epor te r

'I enjoy tanning 
at the tanning 
booths because I 
get darker a lot 
faster than being 
out in the sun. ’

-freshman Tosha Ezell

Since shorts season is finally here m ost people like to achieve 
that deep, dark  tan, while others debate the safety precautions 
of tanning and ask the inevitable question, "Is tanning safe?"

According to Sharon and Randall W ard, owners of Red's and 
Tan and Tone America, there is no such thing as a safe tan.

"We prom ote sm art tanning. It's im portant to tan smart, so 
people don 't overexpose their skin," Randall said.

Sharon said the Journal of 
American Medical Association 
states tanning, as opposed to not 
tanning, is not safe.

"However, we say tanning is 
safer indoors because there 's  
more control over the am ount of 
time a person is exposed to the 
sun and indoor tanning doesn't 
hav e  the w e a th e r effects of 
limiting people to sun exposure," 
Sharon said.

She mentioned the only real 
d a n g e r  in  tan n in g  is 
overexposure. Simple exposure 
is not dangerous, since it's not 
realistic to expect people to avoid 
sunshine altogether. Most people

are going to tan anyway.
For best results, a person should develop a good base tan by 

tanning three to four times a week in a 20 m inute bed. Then, they 
should slow dow n to about twice a week using a high pressure 
VHR tan to overcome any "plateaus."

"We usually start tanners at eight minutes, then progress 
slowly, depending on the skin type of the person," she said.

She mentioned the busiest times to tan are between the 
m onths of February and July.

"We try to prom ote year round tanning because it alleviates 
the winter blues," she said.

According to Randall, 20 m inute beds have a wattage of 100 
watts per bulb, which in essence has a total wattage of 2,800 
watts. The VHR beds, or "Sun Capsules," have 160 watts per 
bulb for a total watage of 7,040. The time limit is usually 10 to 12 
minutes. Sharon said the ratio of UVA to UVB is controlled by 
the bulb wattage.

"UVB is more dangerous because it's stronger than UVA, in 
which it penetrates the deepest into your skin while UVA 
promotes the production of melanin," Sharon said.

According to their guidelines, the tanning process is a natural 
process by which the skin cells recognize the potential damaging 
effects of exposure to UVA and UVB radiation, and they respond 
by increasing the production of melanin. Then the melanin rises 
to the surface of the skin and oxidizes, turning brown, thus 
protecting the skin from a dam aging sunburn. A sunburn does 
not turn into a tan because it's dam age to your skin.

Industry studies show that 81 percent of indoor tanners 
are less likely to sunburn.

In order to avoid the m ishaps of controlling time limits 
of tanners, Red's assigns one person to be in charge of 
setting tanners' timers.

"We try to be cautiuous and alert of every tanner 
walking in and out," Sharon said.

She also said larger salons don't pay attention to w ho's 
in what beds and how  long they've been in there.

"It's more confusing in larger salons for more than one 
person to be in charge of tanning for all of those beds," she said.

The guidelines also stated seven positive aspects of tanning, 
which includes forming vitamin D, stimulating metabolism, 
increasing oxygen uptake by the blood, efficiency of respiration, 
performance of muscles, resistance to infection, and improving, 
often curing certain skin diseases.

Employees are members of the Smart Tan Network. Each 
person on staff is professionally trained and certified every year 
in skincare and tanning safety. They follow important medical 
issues, federal and state regulations and product updates giving 
tanners the smartest tanning experience available.
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Parking tickets will get more expensive
B y  M in d i  B o n d  /N e w s  R e p o r te r

Changes in parking and campus safety are being made by 
the administration, and students need to pay attention.

In the fall of 1999, parking violation fines w ill rise to $10 
on the first offense, according to Don Groth, director of 
public safety.

Previously, parking fines have been $4, with second  
offensives costing $6 and third offenses jumping to $8. These 
fines automatically double if failure to comply occurs.

Don Groth said  the problem  has arisen from non  
compliance in the past from certain violators.

"I'd rather not write any tickets, but it's the only way. The 
deterrent was not enough to overcome violation," Groth 
said. "We've had numerous occasions of students saying, 
'It's worth the four dollar fine so I won't be late to class.' We 
can't avoid fining them. It's generated by students telling us 
'These tickets aren't enough to worry about.'"

M oving violations, such as speeding and improperly 
crossing lanes, w ill remain a $10 fine.

The handicap parking violation will remain $25 the first 
time and $50 the second time. This fine was generated by the 
student senate passing the resolution last year.

"Our rules and regulations are enforced as well as the city 
and state laws. Southwestern is a state university and the 
campus police are state certified police officers," Groth said.

"If a person knows the rules that the state enforces, which 
any legal driver should be aware of, then he or she knows 
what the campus police will be enforcing as well."

In a related parking matter, Groth wants students to 
realize that parking perm its never expire. If a student 
holds onto the first parking permit, which is issued free of 
charge, he or she w ill never have to buy one. They are good  
now , and five years from now. So don't throw it away. 
Keep it for next year.

"If it tears, you don't have to go buy a new one. Just bring 
it into the public safety office and we will re-issue one 
without charge," Groth said.

In order to get a new parking pass a student must first go 
to the business office. The charge is $1, and the business office 
will give him or her a receipt. The receipt is what the public

safety office needs in order to issue a new decal. The student 
will receive the same number he previously had.

The final words from the public safety office are words of 
precaution. Groth warns students to keep an eye on all of 
their belongings.

"We need people to be aware that book thefts are more of 
a common occurrence at this time of the year. Don't lay your 
books down and leave them unattended. People will steal 
them and sell them back to the school. If you don't already 
have your name in your books, put your name in them," 
Groth said.

"However, books aren't the only belongings you need to 
be securing. This time of the year is the most prominent time 
for theft of personal belongings. Just figure up how much a 
closet alone is worth, or 100 CD's in a case, or a pair of tennis 
shoes," Groth said.

All of this information is important to be aware of, but not 
to fear. Groth assures students and faculty they are in good 
hands as long as they use wisdom.

"All in all we have a very low crime rate. We attempt to 
make students and staff aware that crime happens and we 
can't prevent it if they don't take the proper precautions. 
Southwestern has good people," Groth said.

Bulldog Bucks
Native American Students
If you have turned in a Financial Need's Analysis to 
the Student Financial Service Office please make sure 
that you have completed your Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). We cannot complete 
the process until we have your FAFSA information. If 
you have any questions please contact Sylvia Miller at 
774-3023.
Computer Club
if you are interested in donating to the scholarship  
fund for com puter science majors at Southwestern  
please contact the Foundation Office. The computer 
club w ill donate a large portion of the m oney that 
they earn from their yearly income to the scholarship 
fund until they have reached their goal of $10,000. 
All com puter science alum ni and former com puter 
club members are encouraged to donate to this 
worthy cause.
Deadlines
Transfer Student Tuition Waiver Application: June 
15,1999.
Exit Interviews
Education students: May 10, 1999 in the Student 
Union Ballroom, 1:15 p.m. All others: Stafford Bldg. 
Room 224, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
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Students making big plans for the summer
B y  r e n e e  C a r r /  N e w s  R e p o r te r

Sum m er is ju st a ro u n d  the corner. H ot days in the sun  
are w h a t everyone is look ing  fo rw ard  to. M any s tu d en ts  
are experiencing  sp rin g  fever and  are cou n tin g  the days 
u n til school is out. W hile som e s tu d en ts  w ill enjoy their 
days w ith  w ate r sk iing , cam ping  an d  road  trip s, o ther 
s tu d en ts  are co n tin u in g  to w ork , go to school or both.

O ne s tu d e n t is h ead in g  sou th , w ay south .
" E qu idor is m y hom e, and  I p lan  on re tu rn in g  as soon as 

possible. I m iss being  in  m y co u n try  w ith  m y fam ily  and  
friends th a t I left beh in d . I have been  at S o u th w estern  for 
tw o years an d  I am  excited  to go hom e to v isit,"  said  
co m p u te r science m ajor D aniel G uerroro .

Another student's plans include a trip to the sin capital 
of the world.

"I am going to Las Vegas, N ev., for a week with friends 
from my home town, M idwest City. We w ill be leaving at the 
end of May. I will be visiting many show s and trying to win 
lots of money at the casinos. I am hoping to see Whitney 
Houston in concert. When I return from my fantastic trip I 
will be working at Hudiburg Chevrolet for the remainder of 
the summer," said music major David Scott.

M eanwhile, Suzy Shearer, a finance major from M ustang 
is traveling a different direction.

"My best friend lives in W isconsin so I am taking a trip 
to v isit her. I w ill be staying in a resort on the peninsula for 
a week. I am really excited because it has been seven  
m onths since I have seen her. I have spring fever and can't 
wait until sum m er gets here," Shearer said.

Relaxation is in the m inds of m any students. After a 
year of papers and tests, playing sports or just laying  
around sounds tem pting.

"Playing golf in the hot sun on my days off or spending  
my time skiing on the lake is what I am looking forward to 
doing this summer," said Derrick Thoma, a com puter 
science major from Chickasha.

Camp set for high 
school upperclassmen

Southw estern  O klahom a State U niversity at W eatherford 
is offering a three-w eek sum m er academ y for high school 
juniors and  seniors in terested  in learning m ore about careers 
as science or m ath  teachers.

The A cadem y for Future M ath and Science Teachers will 
be held June 7-25 on the Southw estern cam pus in W eatherford. 
AFMAST is not a residential academ y, so partic ipants will 
com m ute to cam pus daily. U pon com pletion of the academ y, 
partic ipants will receive a $750 stipend.

F>r. Richard Bryant said AFMAST will provide an overview of 
the teaching profession and introduce students to the rewards and 
challenges of a teaching career. Students will engage in numerous 
activities, including teaching hands-on science and math lessons to 
younger students using the latest teaching strategies and curricula.

The academy is limited to 24 students. Applications will be 
accepted until all slots are filled.
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Music Review
TLC FanMail

After five years, T-Boz, LeftEye 
and Chili are back again with a 
new hit CD, FanMail.

FanMail is not your ordinary 
g irl-p o w er CD. I t 's  ab o u t 
d e a lin g  w ith  o n e 's  ow n 
identity and figuring out that 
you don 't ha ve to be what other 

people think you should be. Two songs on the CD m ake this 
point clear. In "I'm  Good At Being Bad," the song starts out as 
a love ballad, then it goes into a hip-hop beat saying, "I epitomize 

1 the w ord  sexy," and "You can't handle me."
On another song, "U npretty," the girls sing about plastic 

surgery and changing for som eone else, but it shouldn 't m atter 
because it is w hat is on the inside that counts. This is show n by 
the lyrics w hen they sing " If you can't look inside you and find 
out who am  I to be in the posistion to make me feel so unpretty ."

This CD also  has a ttitu d e . The song  "N o S crubs," w hich 
has been  on the B illboard  Top 10 for over four w eeks, w ill

m ake you w an t to dance even if you  d o n 't  have rhy thm . This 
song is about getting  som eone w ho  is good for you — no t a 
bu m  w ho d o esn 't have a car so he has to "h an g  o u t the 
passenger's  side of his best friend 's  ride" or w ho  "still lives 
at hom e w ith  his m am a."

The th ird  song on the CD is "Silly H o." If you  d id n 't  start 
dancing to "N o Scrubs", tu rn  it to this one. The a ttitu d e  in this 
one will at least m ake you sta rt m oving  y o u r head . O pposite 
of "N o Scrubs," it talks abou t "if you really  w an t to find 
som eone to ease your m ind, I 'm  the one for you."

Along w ith attitude, FanMail also has songs for the m ore 
relaxed. "I Miss You So M uch" is a slower, m ore peaceful ballad. 
A nother song, num ber 13, is "Dear Lie." Both of these songs talk 
about w hat w ent w rong in relationships. Unlike "I Miss You So 
M uch," "D ear Lie" is n o t abou t a b o y fr ie n d /g ir lf r ien d  
relationship. It is about a lie a person w ants to "get out of m y 
m outh, get out of m y head." This song could easily be the 
group 's them e song if it had m ore attitude.

TLC has had  ups and  dow ns in the past five years since the 
release of its last album , CrazySexyCool. Public know ledge 
of a bad  break-up, dealing w ith  an inherited  disease and  the 
b irth  of a son are som e experiences they have gone through. 
Since dealing w ith  all of this, the g roup  has p u t this CD 
together to help people understand  them selves better through 
music. This is an excellent CD to listen to no m atter w hat kind 
of m ood you are in. -M egan Nelson
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The Southwestern

Year in Pictu

When Weatherford and the Southwestern campus were receiving nice weather, students could be found everywhere 
on campus enjoying it. In early February's warm temperatures, Audra Freeburn, Karen Sweeney, A lyson McCarty 
and Thomas Mapel were all found out on the Student Union deck enoying the weather. P h o t o  b y  P a tr ic ia  C o o k
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res

The Southwestern Theatre had a very successful year with four total 
shows. Steve Strickler directed "Daddy's Dyin', Who's Got the 
Will?" and "The Crucible," while Scott Crew directed "Wings" and 
"Morning's at Seven." Seen above are four of the girls from 
"Morning's at Seven" having a little fun. No, they're not Charlies' 
Angels. They're just in training. Ph o to  b y  Stev en  M cL e m o r e

Photo  by Steven M cLemore

Southwestern cheerleaders were at every home football and 
basketball game this year supporting the athletic teams. Christin 
Young and Mika Benway are seen flipping at the Southeastern 
games.
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This was the first 
year for 

Southwestern to 
field a wom en's 

soccer team. Here, 
the team is shown  

with a lawn  
rnament 'borrowed' 

from head coach 
Scott Hume's 

aackyard, decorated 
for the first-ever 

soccer game on the 
campus.The school 

w ill start a men's 
team next year.

Photo  by Steven  M cLem ore

A group of Southwestern  
men started the first-ever 
Southwestern Blues rugby 
club in the fall. D espite no 
backing from the school, 
the club saw  many men 
and w om en from 
Soutwestern join the 
athletic teams. At a 
practice in early spring, 
Bryan Tener tackles Mike 
M cKiney as Jason Ballou, 
Matt Spreiesterbach, Jason 
Morris and Lance 
Abramson look on.

Photo  by Patricia Cook
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a
y e a r

o f
firsts

The Southwestern Student Government  
Association sponsored the first-ever swing 
dance on campus and received great response 
from the student body. Students jumped, jived 
and wailed for over three hours in the ballroom. 
Two of those were Mandi Maxwell and Billy 
Bailey, both freshman. P h o t o  b y  St e v e n  M cLe m o r e
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Southwestern
finally
com pleted the 
hom ecom ing  
court this year 
when Steven  
McLemore and 
D anielle Felts 
were named as 
H om ecom ing  
King and 
Queen. 
McLemore, a 
senior from 
Rush Springs, 
and Felts, a 
senior from 
Weatherford, 
Texas, were 
announced as 
the winners at 
the hom ecom ing  
assem bly.

Photo by 
Steve Lounsbury

An election for 
Homecoming King was 

not the only history­
making event in 

Homecoming this year. 
Bonnie Blakley, fifth 

from left, made local and 
state news when she 

made the finals. Blakley, 
mother of three, was the 

first non-traditional 
student to ever make the 

finals. Other finalists 
included Omar Rosales, 

Felts, Mika Benway, 
Porfirio Ramirez, Blakley 

and McLemore. 
Homecoming coordinator 

Kay Robinson explains 
final rules.

Ph o t o  b y  C he r y l  W a g n e r
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C hantry  Banks, a f reshm an 
from H am m on, show s his 
excitement du r in g  the fourth 
annual Mr. D im es in April. 
Banks b ro u g h t  pageant judge 
and language arts instructor 
Scott Crew on stage for a 
dance, and Crew got more 
than he had barga ined  for. 
Banks w en t  on to w in  the 
pageant. Sponsored  by 
University  M edia 
Association, the Mr. Dimes 
pageant raised over $1,000 
for the area March of Dimes.

P h o t o  b y  S t e v e  L o u n sb u r y
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Southwestern
sports

Southwestern welcomed new coach Charles Teasley this year after long-time coach Larry' Geurkink retired. In Teasley's 
irst year in charge, the team faced a rebuilding year and many injuries throughout the season. Isaac Williams, a senior 

trom Ldmond, tries to beat the throw back to first in home action against Southern Nazarene. The 'Dawgs won the game 1-0.

P h o t o  b y  S t e v e n  M c L e m o r e
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It was a hard year for the Southwestern football team 
as the reigning Lone Star Conference North Division  
champs were unable to win one game in their ten 
attem pts. S ince lea v in g  the NAIA as national 
champions, the 'Dawgs have had one season of 5-5 and 
this years of 0-10. Above, senior jarrod Tippens is seen  
after a tackle during the Southeastern game.

Photo by Steven McLemore



22_____ Year in Pictures May 5, 1999

one last look...

For  m a n s  S o u t h w e s t e r n  s t u d e n t s  t h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  last look they get at the Davis Road construction project. The project 
has b e e n  g o m g  o n  fo r  v e a r s  a n d  vvas ) u s t  r e c e n t l y  resumed. Construction and relocating lines has disrupted campus 
traffic c a m p u s  p h o n e  l i n e s  a n d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  many pedestrians. After years of hassle and planning, many Southwestern 
s t u d e n t s  w o n d e r  w h a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  actually was. The plan is to widen Davis Road into four lanes

Ph o to  b y  P a tr ic ia  C o o k
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Intramural softball 
champions crowned
By  Paul  S ingleton / New s  Reporter

A fter a th ree -an d -a -h a lf -w ee k  in t r a m u ra l  softball  
season , tw o  ch a m p io n s  w ere  c ro w n ed  last T h u rsd a y  at 
R ader Park.

There were two titles h an d ed  out last week, one in the 
co-ed softball bracket and  another in m en 's  softball.

In the co-ed tournam ent,  "D aw g Style" was crow ned 
champion. On the m en 's  side of the bracket, "Shakee 
P udd in"  w on the cham pionship .

The softball  c h a m p io n s h ip  g am es w ere  s u p p o s e d  to 
be f in i s h e d  la s t  W e d n s e d a y ,  b u t  d u e  to  w e a th e r  
c o n d i t i o n s  l a s t  w e e k  th e  g a m e s  w e r e  c a n c e l e d  
W e d n esd ay ,  an d  b ecau se  of b ad  field co n d i t io n s  the 
gam es had  to be f in ished  on T h u rsd ay .

In the co-ed gam e "D aw g  Style" de fea ted  "G host 
R iders"  by the score of 18-10. In the m en 's  ch am p io n sh ip  
gam e, "Shakee P u d d in "  de fea ted  "D ea l 's "  15-10 in a 
d efens ive  battle .

Player's from the winning teams w on intramural softball 
champion T-shirts.

Baseball coachto host camp
Southw estern  baseball coach Charles T easley  

announced h is  baseball cam ps th is sum m er. 
The cam ps w ill be June 7- 10 for ages 6-11 and  
June 14-17 for ages 12-17 at W illiam s Field.

Teasley, w ho has spent 27 years coaching  
baseball, coached six state cham pionship teams 
and three state runner-up teams w hile coaching  
at W eatherford H igh School. H e is currently  
finishing his first year at Southwestern.

Instructors at th is year's cam p in c lu d e Brent 
A n tw in e , S o u th w e ste r n  a s s is ta n t  b a seb a ll  
coach. A ntw ine is a form er all- state shortstop  
and h itting  instructor.

T odd  G aun t, W ea th erfo rd  H ig h  S ch o o l 
Baseball Coach, w ill w ork  w ith  p itchers. G aunt 
h a ils  as the form er p itch in g  coach  of C lay  
Bruner, w h o  is currently p lay in g  for the Triple 
A T oledo M udhens.

Tommy Parker, w ho is the assistant coach at 
Weatherford H igh School, w ill coach and work  
with kids. Craig Teasley w ill coach catchers.
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Southwestern's 
football team sweats 
through spring drills. 

The team's last day 
of practice was last 

Saturday, as the 
Bulldogs had their 

blue and white 
scrimmage at the 

Weatherford High 
School football field.

P h o t o  b y  P a tr ic ia  C o o k
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Women’s rodeo team sweeps weekend competition
B y  L a c e y  C u l l y /  N e w s  R e p o r t e r

Don M itchell is once again p roud  of the m en and w om en
on his rodeo team.

"W e had a good season, especially the w om en, and w e've 
been fortunate to have m inim al injuries," M itchell said.

The team  trave led  to Ft. H ays, Kan. A pril 23-25, and  the 
w om en sw ep t aw ay  the w eek en d 's  cham pionsh ip .

M ary A nn Barrow w on the all-around after splitting 
second /  third in the breakaw ay roping and placing second in 
the goat tying. Sonya Shields w on fourth in the average of the 
barrel racing and Jera H arris w on fourth in the short-go.

The m en 's team  d id  not have as m uch of luck as the 
w om en's team , bu t they still had  som e successful cowboy 
com petitors. Davey Shields w on second in the average of the 
bareback riding com petition, and Clark Dees was right behind 
him  in third place.

Robert Perez split th ird /fo u rth  in the calf roping.
Mike Visniski w on fourth  in the long-go, bu t was bucked 

off w hen he came back in the short-go.
In team  roping, Jeff Miller, along w ith partner Troy

Gaston of Kansas State University, w on the long-go. Dar 
Perez and Joel V anN ew kirk w on third in the long-go, fourth 
in the short-go and fourth  in the average.

The team ended  its season in A ltus this w eekend. Results 
w ere not available at press time. G oing into the rodeo, the 
w om en's team  leads the region, ow ning an 856.7 po int lead 
over second place, Colby C om m unity  College.

The team  is guaran teed  a position at the College N ational 
Finals Rodeo. Sonya Shields is first in barrel racing and 
M ary Ann Barrow leads the goat tying for the region. They 
are sitting closely in first and second position  for the All- 
A round title.

The m en 's team is 154.8 points behind first place Panhandle 
S ta te . They are not likely to m ove out of second position, but, 
if sucessful, could catch P anhandle State at the A ltus rodeo.

Clark Dees and Davey Shields are splitting  second /th ird  
in the region 's bareback riding. Daniel A dam s is sitting third 
in steer w restling. Shane D rury and  Corey N avarre are in 
first and second, respectively, in bull riding.

"My num ber one goal is to w in the national title again, and 
lead the team  to w in another cham pionship ," N avarre said.

Dennis Foyil is beh ind  D rury and  N avarre in fourth  place. 
Foyil is also placing fourth in the A ll-A round standings.

Jerem y H ennigh is defending  last year's  region title in the 
calf roping, and he is currently  leading this category.

"I had an opportun ity  to clinch the region title (at Ft. Hays) 
bu t d id n 't quite accom plish it, so it will depend  upon  the 
results of A ltus," H ennigh said. "M y chances for going to the 
finals kind of also depend  on the last rodeo 's results."

M itchell is looking forw ard to the team 's trip to College 
N ational Finals Rodeo.

"I hope to get there h e a lth y , physically and academ ically, 
and m ake a run  at the cham pionship  buckle," M itchell said.

The College N ational Finals Rodeo will be June 13-19 in 
Casper, Wyo. It is the 50th A nniversary of the N ational 
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association.
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C harlo tte  Pfeil, ju n io r  
first basem an  from 

Moore, gets an out in a 
hom e gam e earlier this 

season. Pfeil ranked  
seventh  in the conference 

in b a t t in g  average. By 
season 's  end  she  was 

ba t t ing  .410, and  she  was 
n in th  in the conference 

w ith  a s lugging  
percentage of .578. She 
also ranked  fifth  in the 

conference in on-base 
percentage. She reached 
base  safely on 46 percent 

of her at bats.

P h o t o  b y  S t e v e n  D u n n

Women’s golf it’s fantastic
By  Zac  Underwood/  Sports  Edi tor

The women's golf team may have been the lone bright spot 
during this athletic year. The Lady Bulldogs finished second in 
the Lone Star conference.

Southwestern finished second behind Northeastern who proved 
to be the thorn in their side all season.

Southwestern got a chance to flex their muscles once this season, 
. at the Seminole Tournament. The Lady Bulldogs toppled tire field 
winning by 21 strokes.

Throughout the season, tire statistics kept on tire Lone Star 
Conference web site proved Northeastern was tire only team 
comparable to the Lady Bulldogs.

Out of the five categories of statistics, Northeastern held tire top 
spot in four. The lone number one ranking Southwestern held was 

. in the category of "team stroke average."

The Lady Bulldogs stroke average per round was 15 better than 
number two Northeastern, but Southwestern had played 10 less 
rounds than Northeastern.

Southwestern was ranked second in "low tournament against 
par." The Lady Bulldogs' best tournament score was 78-over- 
par, while third place Tarleton, Texas, finished 147-over-par 
in their best tournament.

Freeman placed second in "individual low 18 holes" with her 
three-over-par 75 at Shawnee. Clayre Bethel's best round in a 
tournament was five-over-par, and Christina Gage's best round 
was six-over-par. Be thel and Gage placed fiftla and six th respectively.

In "individual low tournament," Freeman placed fourth, Gage 
placed fifth and Bethel placed sixth. Tire top three spots were held 
by Northeastern players.

In tine category of "individual scoring average," Freeman, 
Bethel and Gage placed in the top five. Freeman placed second with 
a stroke average of 83.9. Bethel and Gage tied for fourth, both 
with a stroke average of 84.7.




	4-30-1997
	Volume 88 Issue 24
	Southwestern Oklahoma State University
	Recommended Citation


	The Southwestern, Vol. 90 No. 24; May 5, 1999; Front Page
	Page 2, Opinion
	Page 3, Opinion
	Page 4, Opinion
	Page 5, Opinion
	Page 6, Opinion
	Page 7, Opinion
	Page 8, News
	Page 9, News
	Page 10, News
	Page 11, News
	Page 12, News
	Page 13, Feature
	Page 14, Year in Pictures
	Page 15, Year in Pictures
	Page 16, Year in Pictures
	Page 17, Year in Pictures
	Page 18, Year in Pictures
	Page 19, Year in Pictures
	Page 20, Year in Pictures
	Page 21, Year in Pictures
	Page 22, Year in Pictures
	Page 23
	Page 24, Sports
	Page 25, Sports
	Page 26, Sports
	Page 27, Sports
	Page 28

