
Volume 2021 Issue 43 Article 15 

9-14-2021 

C.S. Lewis's Meditation over "The Book of the Leoun" C.S. Lewis's Meditation over "The Book of the Leoun" 

Joe R. Christopher 

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle 

 Part of the Children's and Young Adult Literature Commons, Fiction Commons, and the Poetry 

Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Christopher, Joe R. (2021) "C.S. Lewis's Meditation over "The Book of the Leoun"," The Mythic Circle: Vol. 
2021: Iss. 43, Article 15. 
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021/iss43/15 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Mythopoeic Society at SWOSU Digital Commons. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in The Mythic Circle by 
an authorized editor of SWOSU Digital Commons. An ADA 
compliant document is available upon request. For more 
information, please contact 
phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu. 

To join the Mythopoeic Society go to: 
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm 

https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021/iss43
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021/iss43/15
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmcircle%2Fvol2021%2Fiss43%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1289?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmcircle%2Fvol2021%2Fiss43%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1151?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmcircle%2Fvol2021%2Fiss43%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmcircle%2Fvol2021%2Fiss43%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmcircle%2Fvol2021%2Fiss43%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021/iss43/15?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmcircle%2Fvol2021%2Fiss43%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm
https://www.swosu.edu/
https://www.swosu.edu/


Online MidSummer Seminar 2025 
More Perilous and Fair: Women and Gender in Mythopoeic Fantasy 
August 2-5, 2024 

Via Zoom and Discord 

https://www.mythsoc.org/oms/oms-04.htm 

C.S. Lewis's Meditation over "The Book of the Leoun" C.S. Lewis's Meditation over "The Book of the Leoun" 

Abstract Abstract 
One wonders what did Chaucer mean to make?! A version out of French, for versing’s sake? 

Additional Keywords Additional Keywords 
Poetry; Joe R. Christopher 

Creative Commons License Creative Commons License 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-No Derivative Works 4.0 
International License. 

This poetry is available in The Mythic Circle: https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021/iss43/15 

https://www.mythsoc.org/oms/oms-04.htm
https://www.mythsoc.org/oms/oms-04.htm
https://www.mythsoc.org/oms/oms-04.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://dc.swosu.edu/mcircle/vol2021/iss43/15


 34 

A Poem by Joe R. Christopher 
 

C. S. Lewis’s Meditation over “The Book of the Leoun” 
One wonders what did Chaucer mean to make?!
A version out of French, for versing’s sake?  

A bit of praise Prince Lionel to flatter,!
Upon his wedding, with other praise to scatter?  

Or neither these—a tossed-off bagatelle!
To fill an idle hour with idler spell?  

But no! not that! the king of every beast!
Was surely called to roar at nobler feast.  

The lion of the tribe of Judah’s praised!
For breaking seals, which angels all amazed.  

But that’s not Chaucer’s style, nor choice of vision—!
Except, at times, the Parson’s—by decision.  

And yet, a diff’rent role—still Leonine—!
Would somehow fit, would with my thought align.  

But not like Spenser’s lion, whom Una saved—!
Not quite, not quite, despite some foes outbraved.  

For then Sansloy, the lion did defeat,!
And pierced its heart by sword, to win their meet.  

So not as Spenser wrote in his great tale—!
No sword when met, the lion to impale. 

But still, romance is right to entertain:!
The lion could both die and rise again.  
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