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strongly disagree. Celtic tradition is alive and
evolving, and will continue as long as the Celtic
languages are spoken. It is still sensitive to myth

and to the enthusiasm myth generates, and to the power
of language. lolo and La Villemarque did not come to
this tradition as strangers; they had the linguistic,
cultural and imaginative background necessary to
appreciate its heritage. They did not simply impose
alien forms upon it, but, through a wondrously creative
alchemy, transmuted it, without violating its essence,
to make it more intensely involving for their own
generations—just as the Christianized Celts of the
Middle Ages had transnuted their pagan heritage to make
it serve their new reality. lolo's mythology and la
Villemarque's imaginary folklore enriched and
revitalized the great imaginative tradition of the
Celts, and gave their cultures much-needed strength and
self-confidence in a time of weakness. Mow that the
"forgery" debate is closed, it is time for us to study
and enjoy this new branch of Celtic tradition for its
own sake, and perhapsto recognize that it embodies at
least a small measureof the Divine awen in which lolo
so devoutly believed.

NOTES

3. LA VILLEMARQUE: 1867, p. 9. Further references
will beidentified as BB in the text. In
citations, | have changed the spelling of some
words to conformto modern Breton usage. All
English translations are my own.

4. Cf. Jessica Yates' letter in
29-30.

5. For a discussion of this recent development see
8REKILIEN: 1976, pp. 119-20.
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MYTHLORE 36: Summer 1983

The Nature of Dreams: continued from page oage 21
and a few hours later he goes to sleep and dreams about it.
While he and Pippin are in the ores’ possession, the Hobbits
dream of ores. The reason for these and many other dreams is
simply previous physical stimuli.

Other dreams surely have more purpose. The one that
Faramir and Boromir share cannot be called coincidence; there
is some supernatural power at work. Though this supreme
authority is never named in The Lord of the Rings, it is the
same one that “meant” Frodo to receive the Ring (1,88), and
“ordered” the Council of Elrond to take place (1,318).

Both the Ring and the Black Breath influence the dreams
of those with whom they come in contact. By the time Frodo
reaches Mordor, his sleep is “full of dreams of fire” (111,214);
and even after it is destroyed, the Ring continues to haunt
Frodo’s dreams. In the Shire, Farmer Cotton sees Frodo “half
in a dream,” holding Arwen’s gift and groping for the Ring.
“It is gone forever,” says Frodo (111,376).

The Black Breath, the terrible spell of the Nazgul, causes
evil and deceptive dreams. When Eovvyn is affected, voices tell
her falsely of Eomer’s death (I11,176). Also, Merry is exposed
to the spell in Bree (1,235).

Not only do dreams and their prophecies benefit the mem-
bers of the fellowship, they also add depth and enchantment
to Tolkien’s tale. The reader’s fascination with Gandalf’s es-
cape from Orthanc is heightened by his knowledge of Frodo’s
related (but just recently interpreted) dream. When a swift
sunrise greets Frodo after the Grey Havens, it is comforting to
remember the same scene in a year-old dream. Yes, whether
they deal with “pinnacles of stone,” “great dark waves,” or
“willow trees,” the most satisfying aspect of dreams is their
contribution to the majesty of The Lord of the Rings.

Notes

*All references refer to the 1970 edition published by Ballantinc
Books.



