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A Forefather of Fantasy: An Alliterative Appreciation®
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*Traditional Old English
alliterative meter does not allow
the second lift of the off-verse to
alliterate, and has a rigid
metrical structure. This poem is
instead loosely inspired by the
more flexible Middle English
long alliterative line. In
particular, those in which four
lifts alliterate with each other,
including the second lift of the
off-verse. A few examples of
these unordinary lines are
2077-2078 of Sir Gawain and
the Green Knight (c. 1400)
or line 1 of the Prologus
of Piers Plowman

(late 14th century). t
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