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In the CL 0- Iiewis tradition: Two Sh o r t  St o r ie s  by A n t h o n y  B o u c h er
by J.R.Christopher

"Anthony Boucher" was the well-known pseudonym for 
W illiam  Anthony P arker White (1911-1968) — Boucher coming 
from  his m aternal grandmother. He once wrote that he chose a 
pseudonym because "The L ibrary  of Congress lis ts  75 book au­
thors named W illiam W h ite .11 A fter getting an M .A . in German 
from  the University of California at Berkeley, Boucher went on 
to write murder m y steries (seven in the late th irties and early- 
fo rties), and radio plays (three s to ries , in collaboration with 
Denis Green, during the m id-forties), and to edit The Magazine 
of Fantasy and Science F iction  (in collaboration with J .  F ran cis 
McComas, 1949-1954, and alone, 1954-1958). He also  wrote 
short s to ries : a fter a single, parodic story in 1927, he began 
writing consistently in 1942, between his novels and radio scrip ts, 
and continued as least occasional production until 1960. (Two 
posthumous sto ries have been published, but they were both w rit­
ten som e years e a r l ie r . ) His la ter  years were largely  occupied 
with his m ystery reviews (the "C rim inals at L arge" column in 
The New York Tim es Book Review, 1951-1968, as well as other 
work elsew here).

Boucher was a Roman Catholic. This in itse lf is  not signi­
ficant, for there are Catholics of varying degrees of faithfulness 
and p ractice. Indeed, Boucher's early fiction could not be used to 
suggest any deep faith. In his f ir s t  m ystery novel, The Case of 
the Seven of Calvary (1937), despite the religious connotations of 
the title , the plot concerns a  Catholic g irl who gets an abor­
tion, who suffers no pangs of guilt over it, and who at the end of 
the novel is  happily m arried. In Boucher's f ir s t  scien ce-fictio n , 
"The B a r r ie r "  (1942), Christianity has been wiped out in the 
future.

But Boucher is  not fa ir ly  represented by these s to ries . He 
went on, under the second pseudonym of H. H. Holmes, to create 
a se r ie s  of m y steries with a nun. S is ter  Ursula, as detective:
Nine T im es Nine (1940); Rocket to the Morgue (1942); "Coffin 
C orner" (1943); "The Stripp er" (1945); "Vacancy with Corpse"
(1946). He also went on to write two religious scien ce-fictio n  
short s to ries .

The f ir s t  of these s to ries is  also part of a se r ie s , Boucher's 
"Future H istory" of Usuform Robotics — it is  the third-published 
but last in chronological sequence of the s to ries : "Q .U .R . "  (by 
H. H. Holmes, 1943); "R obinc" (by H. H. Holmes, 1943); "S ecre t 
of the House" (by H. H. Holmes, 1953); "T he Quest of St. .Aquin"
(by Anthony Boucher, 1951). In the la tter  story , a  p riest named 
Thomas is  sent on a search  for the undecaying body of a religious 
teacher named Aquin. If  the priest can locate the body and con­
firm  the m iracle , the Pope will proclaim  Aquin a Saint. The se t­
ting is  after an atom ic war, in an A m erica ruled by a Technarchy. 
Thom as, as he sk irts  the radioactive area  which had been San 
F ran cisco , rides a robass (a usuform robot ass), for roads are 
poor or non-existent. The quest is  successfu l, a fter  a fashion.

This story, which som e believe to be Bouch er's outstanding 
work of short fiction (I would say, of any- lengthed fiction), is  
directly  connected to C .S . Lewis by a  single allusion. Although 
the fictional future has united the three m ajor h ierarch ica l chur­
ches, the robass comments to Thomas at one point, "Under your 
own Pope p riests of other r ite s  such as the Byzantine and Angli­
can are  free  of vows of celibacy. " — and so, the Roman Catholic 
fiction is  connected to the Anglican Lewis by more than a r e fe r ­
ence. But to the allusion. At one point Thomas refuses a temp­
tation suggested by the robass with the words, "You are  in very 
truth the devil, prowling about the world seeking the destruction 
of m an .. . .  You are a purely functional robot constructed and 
fed to tempt me, and the tape of your data is  the tape of Screw - 
tape. "

The second story, "Balaam , " appeared three y ears la ter, 
in 1954. It is  a future-setting version of the Old Testam ent story 
of Balaam  and his ass (indeed, Thomas meditated on the same 
B ib lica l passage in the previous story), dealing with two Chap­
la in s, Rabbi Chaim A costa and Fath er Aloysius Malloy ("M ule" 
from  his football days), with a terran  exploration party making, 
on M ars, its f ir s t  contact with aliens (although not, oddly enough, 
with M artians).

The passage which ties the story to Lewis is  a conversation 
between the Chaplains:

"T here is  an in teresting doctrine, " said Rabbi Acosta,
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"advanced by one of your w riters, C .S . L e w is ...  "
"He was an Episcopalian, " said Fath er Malloy sharply. 
"I apologise. " Acosta refrained from  pointing out 

that Anglo-Catholic would have been a m ore accurate term . 
"But I believe that many in your church have found h is  
w ritings, from  your point of view, doctrinally sound ? He 
advances the doctrine of what he ca lls  hnaus — intelligent 
beings with souls who are  the children of God, whatever 
th eir physical shape or planet of origin. "

"Look, Chaim, " said Malloy with an effort toward 
patience. "D octrine or no doctrine, th ere ju st a ren 't any 
such beings. Not in this so lar system , anyway. And if 
you're going to go in terste lla r on m e, I'd  ju st as soon read 
the m en's m icro-com ics. "

Thus is  introduced the concept of the hnau, from  Lew is's Out of 
the Silent Planet, and, indeed, although the term  itse lf oniy r e ­
appears once in the story, the concept of what is a child of God, an 
intelligent being with a soul, is  basic  to the whole plot.

Two sto ries . Although it  is  too early  to speak of a  Lew is- 
ian tradition in science fiction, the lite ra ry  influence has begun. 
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