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by GLen G o o d K n igh t
Fin ally  1 get my chance to speak 1 (C roak !) Lewis gave me 

a very sm all speaking part in The L ast B a ttle : "Thou hast called 
me into Narnia, Rishda Tarkaan. Here I am. What hast thou to 
s a y ? "  Not much chance to express m y self! But then I did have 
my second chance at Mythcon I, when I entered the m asquerade, 
pretending to be Glen GoodKnight dressed up as m yself. "Thou 
hast called me into Mythcon, C .S . Kilby. What hast thou to sa y ? "  
Glen, in his dumb little  im itation of me, was kept locked back in 
his room . He didn't know what a Pandora's box he opened. Now 
I'm  loosed again and have commandeered this column: "Thou 
hast called me into Mythlore, Glen GoodKnight. What hast thou 
to say? "

GoodKnight thought he'd go as me to prove, to those who 
were beginning to doubt, that he didn't rea lly  think he was Elrond, 
even though he had come to previous p icnics as him. He chose 
me to show his "other side, " as it  w ere. I find this fla ttery  high­
ly impudent. Im itate Tash , will h e? ! WeU now h e 's  gotten into 
more than he bargained for !

M ythlore! What are  a ll you thin-blooded lite ra ry  dilettanti 
reading th is sim pering rag fo r?  Wake up ! I'm  now form ing a 
new group, much b etter than you bunch of m isdirected  optim ists. 
It is  going to be called the M iserific  Society . Our goal is  total 
power, and the stamping out of sim pering goodness. (Since there 
is  some doubt in our ranks that we could actually stam p out good­
n ess, we a ll  agreed at le a st to poison and weaken its e f fe c ts .)
The Board of D ire cto rs will be: M yself, Ja d is , Morgoth, Sauron, 
and the Oyarsa of Thulcandra. The following people well serve 
the M iserific  Society thusly: Recording Secre tary  -  Simon 
L eC lerc ; Corresponding S ecre tary  -  Screw tape; T re a su re r  -  S ir  
G iles Tumulty; Sergeant-at-A rm s -  M iss H ardcastle; Social 
Chairm an -  L ily  Sam m ile; Public Relations -  Saruman; Inform a­
tion Chairm an -  John W ither; Orientation Chairm an -  P ro fesso r  
F ro s t; Community Relations -  Lord F everston e; Society Expan­

sion -  Edward R . Weston; Chaplain -  Rev. Stra ik ; Ecology Ad­
v iso r  -  P ro fesso r  F ilo stra to .

Jo in  the inevitable wave of the Future ! W rite to Lord Tash , 
666 Wayward Avenue, Wormwood, Ca.

I have little  e lse  to say to you fo r  the tim e being, so  I 'l l  
re lea se  Glen for now. Of course, a fter  what I've said, th ere is 
lit tle  fear  that anything he could say could sway you now. (C roak !)

Whew! M essing with T ash  rea lly  is  dangerous! He jinxed 
th is column and issu e and left me sp eech less for four months. It 
has been that long from  the tim e he spoke and my words h ere .
T h is issu e was nearly  done in D ecem ber. All the a r tic le s  were 
typed and pasted .up; in fact, everything in the issu e was ready ex­
cept for the proofreading, and the equivalent of about two pages 
of m ateria l to be w ritten by m yself to finish the issu e. My tim e 
from  about November on was spent to a  very large degree on a 
m atter that is  a one-tim e experience for the Society : incorporation, 
which included the drafting of the A rtic le s  and Bylaw s. I don't 
mean to give the im pression I did this alone; certain ly  not, but 
doing legal re se a rch  and the checking and rechecking to make sure 
everything was done per form a consumed many hours. T h ere was 
an urgency to th is . Incorporation should, in the long run, save the 
Society  money, because we hope to get the nonprofit m ailing per­
m it with the P ost Office (which means low er postage co sts , which 
do mount u p!). T h is is  the main reason we a re  incorporating. Any­
way, so rry  about the delay of th is issu e. The next issu e is  well 
underway and w ill have a very good assortm ent of a r tic le s .

(continued from  page 2)
The Inklings II W riters Workshop (begun in Febru ary  1971) is

organized in the sp ir it of the Oxford Inklings, in that m em bers 
bring works in progress to be read and discussed by others 
present. A periodical of the group will be published shortly.

The Mythopoeic Linguistic Fellow ship (begun in M arch 1971) is 
in terested  in 'a ll  things linguistic and philological' related  to 
mythopoeic lite ra tu re . It especiaUy invites corresponding 
m em bers, and plans to shortly publish Parm a Eldalhamberon 
(The Book of the Elven Tongues).

The Company of Logres (begun in A pril 1971) uses the im age of 
the Arthurian Mythos as a focus, and is  in terested  in delving 
into the meaning of myth from  many angles, including psycho­
logical, philosophical, m etaphysical, relig iou s, and lite ra ry . 
It is  hoped that relevant m ateria l fo r  Mythlore will be gener­
ated from  th is group.

Besides the branches, sp ec ia l-in terest groups, and publications, 
the Society has a yearly  lite ra ry  convention known as Mythcon 
(see page 23), and in Southern C alifornia, picn ics every Spring 
and F a ll,  where m em bers com e from  the sev era l branches to 
m eet and com municate in a festive atm osphere.

Obviously much has happened, and is  continuing to happen.
At the beginning, the Society operated on a  kind of com mon-law 
system  of getting things done. When a change in doing things was 
needed, it  was agreed upon and announced, but with the growing 
number of branches such a system  was not efficient enough to 
m eet the needs. T h erefore , beginning in Septem ber of la st y ear, 
the Society began the long and tedious task  of writing a constitution. 
To write such a document when a organization is  ju st beginning 
is  much sim pler than (to mix a metaphor) to change skins
in m id -stream . During the six-m onth p ro cess, we fe lt that the 
Society would benefit in  numerous ways by incorporating. T h ere ­
fore  the Society now has A rtic les  of Incorporation and Bylaw s. 
The form ation p rocess involved the m em bership of the Society, 
the Council, the Board of D ire cto rs , and the assis tan ce  of a law­
y er . At th is date a ll the preparatory work has been done except 
for one page of figures, to file  with the State. When the A rtic les  
a re  filed and the Society is  incorporated, it w ill save the Society 
money in  its  yearly  postage co sts , sin ce incorporation will qual­
ify the Society for a nonprofit m ailing perm it.

As a resu lt, we feel that we now have A rtic les  and Bylaws 
that are  viable for a truly national organization. The Society would 
like to see  many m ore branches acro ss  the country join th is fam ­
ily  of shared in terests . In creased  sharing of ideas, creativ ity , 
and friendship is  our goal. Our enthusiasm  is  expansive, but not 
absorptive. The Society does not wish to absorb or compete with 
any other functioning group or organization of like or s im ilar  in ­
te r e s ts . R ather, we would hope for g rea ter  com munication between 
a ll existing groups for the enrichm ent and benefit of a ll.

— Glen GoodKnight, E aste r  1971
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