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The H obbit
considered in relation to Children's Literature

Contemporary with its W riting and Publication 

Christina Scull
This artic le  consid ers The H obbit in  relation to 

ch ild ren’s books published from c. 1929, w hen Tolkien 
began his story , to 1937, the  year of its  publication. I 
am not try in g  to trace sou rces but to show in  what 
w ays The H obbit was typ ica l o f it s  period and in  what 
w ays it  d iffered , concen trating  oh  contem porary fan­
tasy . It is  in terestin g  that some authorB have a turn  
of phrase that seem s quite Tolkienian. Some works 
also show sim ilarities to The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  or The  
Silmarillion.

The H obbit, published on 21st Septem ber 1937, on 
the  whole received qu ite favorable rev iew s. No one  
found it  unusual and d ifficu lt to c la ssify  as rev iew ers  
and scholars have found The L ord  o f  th e  R ings. The  
Ju n io r B ookshelf, the  British equivalen t of The Horn 
Book, canvased lib raries in  1938 to compile a lis t  o f 50 
good books published in 1937 and it  reported that 
there  was a strik in g  unanimity a s to the b e st six: We 
D idn 't Mean to  go  to  Sea  by Arthur Ransome, The 
Fam ily from  One E nd S tr e e t  by  Eve Garnett, The Hob­
bit, The Good M aster  by Kate Sered y , T e n n is  Sh o e s  by 
Noel S treatfeild  and The F ifth  o f  N ovem ber  by L.A.G. 
Strong. So, The H obbit was recognized immediately as  
a good book and sold w ell. But it did not win the  
new ly estab lish ed  Carnegie Medal, the  B ritish  equiva­
lent of the N ewberry. The Medal was won by  Eve Gar­
n ett’s The Fam ily from  One E nd S tr e e t  because , a t the  
time, th is story  of the  large  family of a dustman or 
garbage collector was seen  a s in novative , breaking  
away from the middle c la ss  trad itions o f B ritish  ch il­
dren’s books. Bilbo, of course, was a v e r y  w ell-to -d o  
Hobbit though the Dwarves, as m iners, might be con­
sidered w ork ing-c lass. Perhaps, because m ining is  so  
much a part of the dwarf trad ition one accep ts it  
without question for the  rather aristocratic  Dwarves 
of The H o b b it Certainly Thorin would have rejected  
any su ggestion  that he was w ork ing-c lass. Critics 
looking back today tend to find The Fam ily from  One 
E nd S tr e e t  condescending; the characters are seen  
from the outside as rather quaint and colorful, and 
with no hint of resentm ent of their p overty .’ If cr itic s  
today were awarding a medal in retrosp ect for the  
b est child ren’s book of 1937, The H obbit would almost 
certain ly be the w inner. S ign ificantly , consid erin g  
Tolkien’s  later runaway su cc ess  in  the  U.S.A. The 
Hobbit did win The Herald Tribune’s prize for the  
b est child ren’s book published in  the  sp rin g  of 1938 
for younger children.

The U.S.A. was far in advance of Britain in  the  
developm ent of child ren’s libraries and in encouraging  
the w riting of good books. The N ewberry Medal and  
The H ornbook  preceded their British equivalen ts by  
many y e a rs . The  J u n io r  B o o k s h e l f  in  Ju ly  1937 
reprinted an artic le  which had p reviously  appeared in 
The P u b lish e r 's  W eekly  by Grace W. Allen su rvey in g  
the situation she had found on a v is it  to Britain. She 
was told that bu yers did not usually  expect to spend  
more than 3s 6d on a child ren’s book sin ce  they  could  
buy fat Annuals and Reward Books at that price  or 
c h e ap er. T hese  w ere u s u a lly  p r in te d  on a ir fille d  
spongy paper which made them thick, su g g estin g  good

valu e. The plates were o ften  unrelated to the story  
and v e r y  worn. It is  su rp risin g  that The H obbit at 7s 
6d sold so well as it  w as an exp en sive  book in  its

In the  early  part o f the  20th cen tu ry  many people  
who w ere e ith er  prim arily w riters for adu lts or for  
the academic market produced one or a small number 
of ch ild ren ’s books, for example: J.M. Barrie, A.A. 
Milne, Kenneth Grahame and John M asefield. Others 
produced new t it le s  so regu larly  that th ey  might be 
consid ered  professional w riters for ch ild ren , th ese  
included Edith N esb it, Beatrix Potter and Hugh Lofting  
and their  number in creased  grea tly  in  the 1930’s with 
Arthur Ransome, Alison U ttley , Patricia Lynch, Geof­
fre y  Trease, Eleanor Farjeon e tc . His p u b lish ers would 
have liked Tolkien to belong to the second group, 
lu ck ily  for u s  he rem ained c loser  to the  f ir s t .

Almost all ch ild ren ’s  books of the time w ere illu s­
trated and Tolkien was not the  only author to illu s­
trate h is  own work. Among the  author illustrators  
were Hugh L ofting, Arthur Ransome and Eve Garnett.

Another P rofessor  b esid es Tolkien, P rofessor  J.B.S. 
Haldane, published a ch ild ren’s fan tasy  in  1937. Hal­
dane will be known to stu d en t of the In k lings as the  
man w hose criticism  o f C.S. Lew is’ sp ace  tr ilogy  (Mod­
e rn  Q uarterly , 1946) provoked Lew is’ A R e p ly  to  P ro­
fe s s o r  H aldane  f ir s t  published in  O f O ther W orlds in  
1966. J.B.S. Haldane was born in  1892, the  same year  
as Tolkien, obtained a f ir s t  c la ss  d egree  at Oxford and 
served  in  the  F irst World War. He was su cc ess iv e ly  
Fellow of New C ollege, Oxford, Reader in Biochem istry 
at Cambridge, Fullerian P rofessor  of P hysio logy  at the  
Royal In stitu tion  and P rofessor  of G enetics and Biom­
e tr y  at U n iversity  C ollege, London. He died in  India in  
1964. His s iste r  was Naomi M itchison, the  w riter, who 
c o rr esp o n d ed  w ith T olk ien  and w rote  on e  o f the  
blurbs for The L ord  o f  th e  R ings. His book M y F riend  
Mr. L e a k e y  was pu blish ed in  1937 but like The H obbit 
it had been begun many years prev iou sly , certa in ly  as 
early  as 1930. He probably made up the  stories  for  
the step son  he acquired w hen he married in  1926.

Tolkien incorporated his in te re sts  in  northern  
sagas and legen d s in to h is s tories , and Haldane in cor­
porated h is in terest in  sc ien ce  in to h is fan tasies. One 
story , recalling that of Dick W hittington, te lls  o f a 
plague of rats in  London Docks and how Jack, the  
you n gest o f four son s, is  the  only one able to g e t rid 
of them. He does not use  a cat but bakes iron filin gs  
into b iscu its, which are then  le ft  around for the rats  
to eat. Then seven  huge electro-m agn ets are activated  
and all the  rats are pulled in to p its  and drowned. He 
points out that before sw itch ing  on the  m agnets it 
was n ecessary  to fa sten  all metal ob jects  secu re ly  and  
nobody could wear boots or sh oes with nails in  them.

M ost o f th e  s to r ie s  d eal w ith  th e  a u th o r ’s  
en counters with a stran ge modern magician called Mr. 
Leakey. There are no child heroes for  the reader to  
id en tify  w ith, not even  a small s ize  Bilbo Baggins a s  a
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substitu te. In the firs t  story  the author is  invited to 
dine with Mr. Leakey and is given a fantastic meal. An 
octopus, Oliver, serves the meal making excellent use  
of his eight arms. Mr. Leakey pours soup from his top 
hat, and Oliver catches fish  in mid air. Fruit trees  
grow on the table to provide the d essert. The fish  is 
grilled by Pompey, Mr. Leakey’s tame dragon.

Meanwhile I heard a noise in the fire­
place, and Pompey came out. He was a small 
dragon about a foot long, not counting his 
tail, which measured another foot. He had 
been lying on the burning coals, and was 
red-hot. So I was glad to see  that as soon as 
he got out of the fire he put a pair of 
a sb esto s  boots w hich w ere ly in g  in  the  
fender on to his hind feet.

He waddled along rather clumsily on his 
hind leg s, holding up his tail and the front 
part of his body. I think the asb estos boots 
made walking rather d ifficult for him, though  
they saved the carpet, and no doubt kept 
his hind feet warm. But of course dragons 
generally walk on all four feet and seldom  
wear boots, so I was surprised that Pompey 
walked as well as he did. I was so busy  
watching Pompey that I never saw how Oliver 
caught the turbot, and by the time I looked 
up at him again he had ju st finished clean­
in g  it, and threw it down to Pompey. Pompey 
caught it in his front paws, which had cooled 
down a bit, and were ju st about the right 
tem perature for grilling things. He had long 
thin fin gers with claws on the ends; and 
held the fish  on each hand alternately, hold­
ing the other against his red-hot chest to 
warm it. By the time he had finished and put 
the grilled fish  on to a plate which Oliver 
handed down Pompey was clearly feeling the 
cold, for his teeth were chattering, and he 
scampered back to the fire with evident joy.

’Yes," said Mr Leakey, ’I know some 
people say it is  cruel to let a young dragon 
cool down like that, and liable to give  it a 
bad cold. But I say  a dragon can’t begin to 
learn too soon that life isn ’t  all fire  and 
flames, and the world is a colder place than 
he’d like it to be. And they don’t get colds 
if you give  them p lenty of sulphur to eat. Of 
course a dragon with a cold is  an awful 
nuisance to itse lf  and everyone else. I’ve  
known one throw flames for a hundred yards 
when it sneezed. But that was a full-grow n  
one, of course. It burned down one of the 
Emperor of China’s  palaces. Besides, I really  
couldn’t afford to keep a dragon if  I didn’t 
make use  of him. Last week, for example, I 
used his breath to burn the old paint o ff the  
door, and his tail makes quite a good solder­
ing iron.

I can’t quite see anyone using  Smaug, even as a 
young dragon, to cook his dinner or as a soldering  
iron. Tolkien knew th is book because he mentioned 
Pompey in the unpublished lecture on D ragons which 
he gave to children at the U niversity  Museum, Oxford, 
on 1st January 1938. He said that he did not think 
Pompey was a real dragon, not a genuine specimen; he 
would rather, consider him a sort o f fire  sp irit or 
salamander from his need for outside heating, w hereas 
true dragons didn’t  need to live  in flame as their fire  
arose from a maleficence w ithin .1 Tolkien was not all

that im pressed with th is book as in a letter, December 
14th 1937,* he remarks about the publication of The 
Hobbit "We are not in Pembroke expected to descend  
to the level of J.B.S. Haldane. Not that I think I 
have — except in the matter of illustrations."

Another story  tells how the author accompanied 
Mr. Leakey on certain b u sin ess v is its  and was given a 
cap of darkness to wear which made him invisib le . The 
scien tific  mind takes over and Haldane analyses what 
it was like to become invisib le.

I put it on, and at once my arm disap­
peared. Everyth ing looked slightly  odd, and 
at f irs t  I couldn’t think why. Then I saw 
that the two ghostly  noses which I always 
see  without noticing them were gone. I shut  
one of my e y es, as one does if one w ants to 
see one’s nose more clearly. I felt my eye  
shut, but it made no d ifference. Of course  
now that 1 was in v isib le my eyelid s and nose 
were quite transparent! Then I looked to 
where my body and leg s ought to have been, 
but of course I saw nothing. I got a horrid 
giddy feeling and had to catch hold of the  
table with an in v is ib le  hand. However I 
steadied m yself and looked stra ight in front 
of me, and quite soon I was able to walk 
round the room easily  enough.

Bilbo only realized he was invisib le  when Gollum 
did not notice him and he had no difficu lty  in walk­
ing.

One errand is to deal with a m oneylender who has 
been opp ressin g  poor people. Mr. Leakey says that 
the m oneylender calls himself Mr. Macstewart but that 
isn ’t his real name, which is  quite horrid, full of z ’s. 
The feeling of certain sounds or sp ellings being beau­
tiful or ugly is similar to Tolkien’s  as is the idea that 
wicked people use ugly sounds. Several people have 
in recent years criticized Tolkien for su g g estin g  that 
any particular letter could exp ress evil.

Nick Otty in J.R.R. Tolkien: T his Far Land  says  
the invented language of The L ord  o f  th e  R ings  oper­
ates on Xenophobic lines, and that the letter  ”z" seems 
to be especially  wicked. As such attacks on Tolkien 
usually come from the le ft-w ing  it is am using to note 
that Haldane was a communist when Mr. Leakey was 
published.

In another story  a rather modern fa iry  who kept 
a shop told him of an old dragon fight. After the dra­
gon’s fire  had gone through the kn igh t’s  armour like 
a burglar’s blowpipe through a tin can, the kn ight 
took her advice and wore an asb esto s su it and used  
two fire  extin gu ishers. He killed the dragon.

This brings me to an in terestin g  point. Dragons 
were not uncommon in child ren’s  literature of the  
period but they  were usually  treated as f igu res of 
fun or in a mock heroic way, rather as Tolkien 
treated them himself in Farm er Giles o f  Ham which was 
also probably w ritten in the  1930’b. This trend began  
with works such as Kenneth Grahame’s The R eluctan t 
Dragon, 1898. That dragon did not want to live  the  
u su a l a c tiv e  d r agon ’B life  f ig h t in g  k n ig h ts  and  
devouring dam sels, he wanted peace and quiet so that 
he could w rite poetry. Edith N esbit wrote severa l sim­
ilar stories from 1899 onwards.

An example of the dragon aB a figure  of fun  
occu rs in  Noel Langley’s  The Tale o f  th e  Land  o f
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Green Ginger, 1937, a spoof ea stern  fa iry  tale about 
Aladdin’s son Prince Abu Ali and h is r iva ls  the Per­
sian Prince Tintac P ing Foo and the  Arabian Prince  
Rubdub Den Thud. On one of hiB journeys Abu Ali 
m eets a Green Dragon and a conversation  takes place 
which shows the dragon as schem ing a s Smaug but on 
a com pletely d ifferent level, much closer  to C hrysoph- 
ylax.

"You’ll forg ive  me, I’m sure," said the  
Green Dragon at once, "but I don’t recall 
having met you before. S trangers in  th ese  
parts?"

"Yes," said Abu Ali, "And w hat is  more,
lo s t .”

"Lost, ha?" said the Green Dragon with 
a show of deep concern. "Imagine that! Still, 
th a t’s the  way it  goes. Here to -d ay  and there  
to-morrow. Where were you making for?" He 
looked affection ate ly  at the Donkey, and the  
Donkey drooped h is ears and smiled back 
uneasily . "A p leasing Donkey you ’re sitt in g  
on. T asty , I sh ou ld  sa y  o ff-h a n d ; and  
plump."

The Donkey smiled even  more un easily , 
and the Green Dragon smiled even  harder  
back.

"I’m look ing ,"  sa id  Abu Ali h a s tily ,  
fee lin g  a little  anxious for the Donkey, "for 
the Magic Phoenix B irds, and any  inform ation 
you could g ive  — ”

"The Magic Phoenix Birds?" in terrup ted  
the  Green Dragon. "Why, of course! I know  
exactly how to find them! How fortun ate  we 
met!" And here he eyed  the Donkey again, 
and w as noticed by Abu Ali to lick h is lip s.
"Very fortunate  indeed!"

"Then would you be kind enough to 
direct me?" asked Abu Ali. "If i t ’s  not ask ing  
too much."

"No, no! In d eed  i t ’s  n o t a sk in g  too  
much!" th e  G reen D ragon a s su r e d  him  
warmly. "I’ll be delighted! I t ’s the  lea st I can  
do in  return!”

"In return for what?” asked Abu Ali, 
fa in tly  alarmed.

"In return for eatin g  your Donkey, with 
a le ttu ce  salad and tomato sliced thin," said  
the  Green Dragon as coolly  a s  you p lease.

Eventually  a f ig h t en su es  bu t not qu ite on trad i­
tional lin es

He gave a su dden pounce, but Abu Ali 
sk ip p ed  n e a t ly  o u t  o f th e  w ay and ran  
behind a tree.

"Wait!" he called u rgen tly . "Pause! Con­
sider! You’re over-excited!"

"No," returned the  Green Dragon, creep­
in g  toward him again, "I’m hungry!"

He made another pounce, and caught the  
sid e  of h is head again st the tree.

"Ouch!" he said , s itt in g  back on his 
heels and rubbing h is ear ten derly . "N eed  
you go behind a w retched tree?"

Abu Ali peeped round the  trunk w arily.
"Do you still want to play?" he ask ed .

"If not, I’d like to be going on .”
For an answ er the Green Dragon turned  

his head away in d ifferen tly , and began to 
w histle , as if  he were no longer  in terested .

There was a pause , and then he looked 
back again.

"What?" said the  Green Dragon in  ela­
borate su rp rise . "You still there? I thou ght

y o u ’d gon e  a g e s  ago.""No, you  d id n ’t," 
returned Abu Ali w ith sp irit. "You thou ght  
I ’d come out from behind th is  tree, so you  
could jump at me."

"Come out from behind that tree," the  
Green Dragon in vited in  new honeyed tones.

"No," said Abu Ali.
"Come on!" wheedled the Green Dragon.

"What are you frigh ten ed  of? A dear old Dra­
gon like me? What nonsense! Come on out!"

"No," said Abu Ali.
"Thunder and Treacle!" said the Green 

Dragon in  a fu ry , and made another sudden  
pounce, m issing again bu t tripping himself 
again st a root. "Wait tiU I getcha , that’s all!
This is  a fine  way to treat a Dragon! I’ll 
teach you! Making me look undignified! Come 
here'." and he made another pounce at Abu 
Ali, and m issed again.

In M.T. Candler’s From S e ve n  to  E igh t, 1937, 
seven  year old Roger is  convinced that

... there  was a dragon in the  bathroom.
The n o ises that came from the bath when the  
water ran away could only be made by a 
dragon, he was sure; a dragon who d isliked  
having  water sudd en ly  pouring out over  him, 
who showed his dislike by screech in g  and 
g u rg lin g , and who might one day come right  
out.

Then one even in g  the  gnome Dickory, who lives  in 
the  c lock , takes him down the p lug  hole and th ey  find  
an enorm ou s g r e e n ish -r e d d ish  d ragon , cu r led  up  
asleep  near a maiden who has been tied to a tree  by  
her wicked uncle because sh e  would not marry his 
son. By chance the uncle g e ts  sh ut up in  Dickory’s 
large um brella. Roger f ig h ts  the dragon who has three  
liv es .

Roger k ills the  f ir s t  two liv e s , the  second in  the  
trad itional way by holding his sword upw ards as the  
dragon tr ie s  to cru sh  him, but he is  unable to take  
the third life  u n til Dickory th r u sts  the  umbrella con­
taining the  wicked uncle in to  the  dragon’s mouth and 
the  horrible ta ste  makes the  dragon belch out so  
much fire  and smoke that it cannot see  Roger who 
then proceeds to cut o ff its  head. Tolkien had desired  
dragons w ith a profound d esire  and his dragons are  
not tame or fig u r es  of fun . They are figu res of power 
and perilous to meet.

One o f the most in terestin g  books of 1937 to com­
pare with The H obbit is  Joseph ine : A F a iry  Thr ille r  by  
Geoffrey Mure who had been a Fellow and Tutor of 
Merton C ollege, Oxford, sin ce  1922, and Lecturer in  
P hilosophy sin ce  1929. According to Priscilla  Tolkien, 
Mure was a friend of her fa th er 's  long before Tolkien 
w ent to Merton in  1945. They were members of the  
same learned dining soc iety . Jo sep h in e  was w ritten as  
a bedtime story  for his se v en  year old daughter  
Janet, who, indeed , constantly  in terven es, commenting 
and ask in g  qu estion s. In Amon Hen 44 both J o seph ine  
and The H obbit are mentioned in  an in terestin g  article  
by Roger Lancelyn Green.

D uring my f ir s t  term as an un dergradu­
ate at Merton C ollege, two Oxford dons pub­
lished  ch ild ren’s  books: J.R.R. Tolkien, the  
P rofessor  of Anglo-Saxon, The H obbit, and 

.J o seph ine : A F a iry  T h r ille r  by  the  ph iloso­
pher Geoffrey Mure of my own College. Know­
in g  Mure and hiB d e ligh tfu l litt le  daughter
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Janet to whom the story  was told, I naturally 
took more in terest in Josephine , and invented  
games based on it  to entertain my firs t  
ch ild -fr ien ds, the daughters of the Senior 
Tutor and his wife who w ere personal friends 
of my parents. But my personal favorite soon 
became The Hobbit, though it was not appre­
ciated so much by my young friend s, (who, 
of course were close friend s of Janet and 
her parents) and when a wizard was needed 
(the role which I was called upon to assume) 
Snagaraguus was chosen rather than Gandalf.

Josephine is  invited to v is it  Fairyland by two 
fairies, Roger and Sylvia, names chosen by Janet. The 
wicked wizard Snagaraguus is  planning to steal the 
sovereignty  spell so that he can control Fairyland. 
Some people have criticized the authorial presence in 
The Hobbit but that is  quite mild compared with what 
appears in Josephine.

Apart from the author’s  comments there are also  
Janet’s in terjections. She decides Josephine’s age, 
points out inconsisten cies such as that if fairies could 
f ly  they  did not need a bridge to c ross the river to 
the fairy palace and objects at the end of chapters 
either that it is  not yet bedtime or that her father  
has broken o ff in a moment of cr is is . In his in tro­
duction to the Unwin Hyman 50th Anniversary edition  
of The H obbit C hristoph er Tolkien sa y s  th a t h is  
brother Michael remembered Christopher question ing  
his father about any in con sisten cies in The Hobbit. 
Christopher must be pleased that his father did not 
include his interpolations in the text as Mure did 
Janet’s. I have chosen the following extract as an 
example because it also g iv e s an in teresting  in sigh t  
into Mure’s  fairies: —

Josephine looked round at the party. 
Sitting round a gold table on what looked 
like toadstools made out of precious stones  
were about twenty people — if you call 
Fairies and Elves and Gnomes people. The 
Elves and the Gnomes were rather alike.
They both had pointed chins, snub noses, 
and beady brown eyes. But the Gnomes had 
sk ins as dark as w alnut-juice, and brown 
beards, and they  looked much older than the 
Elves, who had no beards and were nearly as 
w hite-sk inned as the g ir l-fa ir ies.

[Janet: E lves are the  same as b oy -  
fairies. Me: Oh, yes , of course — I forgot.
Well, they w eren’t quite as like the Gnomes 
as I said. Janet: Pooh!]

Tolkien of course, had used Gnomes, Fairies, Elves 
su ccessively  as the names for the same people. Mure’s  
fairies have no similarity to Tolkien’s e lves of The  
Silmarillion but perhaps ju st a little  to the song  
singing e lves we meet at Rivendell in The Hobbit and 
th o se  in  the  F a th e r  C h ris tm a s L e t te r s .  Their  
clothes are all v ery  p retty  — Roger wears a green  
coat, green tigh ts  and a green cap with a peacock 
feather, Sylvia a lovely white silk frock all shimmering 
with silver sp angles and three silver  stars in her 
golden hair; the sk irt droops when she is  sad. Queen 
Titania’s d ress was woven of the frost patterns you 
see  on windows when it freezes and trimmed with 
china blue icicles.

Most fa iry  d resses  are made by a firm of sp iders 
called Archane and Co. owned by a fat money spider  
Mr. Spinero, who is  a caricature of a d ress design er , 
talking in the most a ffected way: no frigh ten ing  sp i­

ders here unlike The Hobbit. Mure’s fairies are small 
but not minute. Josephine aged eight is a little taller 
than Titania. Josephine, who is  a personification of 
Janet, p lays an important part in saving Fairyland as 
might be expected . The Fairies, on the whole, are 
rather in effectual in dealing with c r ise s  but, rather  
like Bilbo, Roger and Sylvia develop during the course  
of the  book, begin to think and act sensib ly  and 
bravely and contribute as much as Josephine to the  
destruction of the ev il Snagaraguus.

Snagaraguus’ allies the Bad Gnomes and their  
country Bad Gnomeland have a considerable sim ilarity 
to Tolkien’s goblins and ores and to Mordor in The  
L ord  o f  th e  R ings.

Bad Gnomeland was a thoroughly nasty  
cou n tr y  of banks and sa n d -d u n e s  and  
scru bb y little  bu sh es. The rather earthy  
sand was a dirty grey , and when it w asn’t a 
muddy p a s te  it blew in  your face . The 
bush es and the sp ikey  g rass had a blackish, 
scorched look.

The last gleam of daylight had gone, 
and a mist had risen from the d irty  yellow  
river which craw ls s lu gg ish ly  through Bad 
Gnomeland like a sick snake. The torches 
were se t in a rough half-c irc le, and the mist 
reflected their red glare overhead like a 
kind of ceiling. The smoke curled up and 
hung; to Roger and Sylvia it looked ju st as 
if  an invisib le  painter were decorating the  
ceiling with a horrible black border-pattern  
of slowly tw isting shapes.

The treatm ent of the blindfolded Roger and Sylvia  
by their captors the Bad Gnomes makes Thorin and 
company’s treatm ent by the goblins of the  Misty 
Mountain seem quite bearable.

That was the beginning of a terrib le  
journey. Walking till they slipped and fell in 
the mud, and then being jerked up again by 
invisib le  hands that pinched cru elly  and dug  
sp iky nails into them, the Fairies stru ggled  
along, following the pull of the rope on their  
w rists. Sometimes they  w ere dragged through  
sharp g r a sses which cut their legs; some­
times through icy  water which splashed in  
th e ir  fa ce s  and made them catch  th e ir  
breath; som etim es over  ban ks th a t th e y  
bumped into unawares. When that happened 
the Bad Gnomes whooped with g lee, as they  
hauled them up to the top and then watched 
them roll help lessly  down the other side.

Yet while they  are the prison ers of the Bad 
Gnomes Roger and Sylvia have an experience which 
looks forward to that of Frodo and Sam in Mordor.

’Oh, Roger, look!’ exclaimed Sylvia, who 
had turned round towards the barred end of 
the dugout. Below the lid of clouds which 
covered Bad Gnomeland there  was a narrow  
space of clear sk y . The mist had gone, and 
the fu ll moon was ju st showing an edge of 
gold above the earth. Slowly she floated up, 
till the whole brilliant round of her shone  
clear above the horizon. For a minute or so 
she hung like a bright medal on a strip  of 
blue ve lvet, and in her radiance even grim, 
scrubby Bad Gnomeland looked beautiful.

Tolkien almost certain ly knew of Joseph ine  for his
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daughter Priscilla had a copy of the  book. I do not 
su g g est  that th is  is  a d irect in fluence on the  scene  
when Frodo and Sam see  a star in Mordor but that it 
shows the  experience shared by men who served  in  
the nightmare of the  trenches in the F irst World War.

Josephine, lo st  and a stray , se es  ligh ts  and follows 
them, they disappear and reappear and are actually  
will o’ the w isps but the scen e is  similar to that of 
the dw arves and the feastin g  e lves. She goes to seek  
help from the friend ly  g ian ts and on the border of 
Giantland she m eets two giant custom s officers , one of 
whom speaks with a Cockney accent, and the other 
with a Yorkshire accent. At the time local accents  
were considered am using, which is  w hy Tolkien g ives  
the tro lls cockney accents. Today th is  is  seen as 
patronizing. The Yorkshire one smokes a huge curly  
pipe. Smoking was far more acceptable in  the 1930’s 
than it  is  today.

We are .told that bad Gnomic came out like a rush  
of horrid noises which all sounded to Josephine like 
v ery  naughty w ords. When Janet a sk s if  they  were, 
Mure rep lies "only some of them. Bad Gnomic alw ays 
sounds like th a t.’ Another w riter who thought that the  
language of ev il people would sound ugly! The sove­
reign ty  sp ell is  inscribed with minute runeiform  let­
ters.

We learn that Snagaraguus the Black Wizard is  
one of f ive  brothers the  others being the White, Grey, 
Pink and Brown w izards. The White wizard is  a tall 
and d ignified old man in a white cloak leaning on a 
white staff. He has a thick w hite m oustache and white 
hair sh aggy  as a lion’s mane. He a d v ises  Titania and 
helps overthrow  his wicked brother. There is  probably  
no connection but th ese  five  w izards, each of a dif­
feren t color do have some resem blance to Tolkien’s 
Istari.

J o seph ine  is  fun  to read, the  story  is  good and 
keeps one’s a ttention but it  is  spoilt by some of the  
excessive ly  delicate and p re tty  details w hich delay the  
story . Whole chunks could be cut out w ithout d estroy ­
in g  it , which certa in ly  could not be done to The  
H o b b it But, like Tolkien, Mure is  not afraid to involve  
his characters in  really  fr igh ten in g  situation s and 
magic is  not used ligh tly  as a deus ex machina. they  
have to think and act bravely  and d ec isive ly  to 
achieve su ccess .

Sir James Frazer, author of The Golden Bough  and 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge had a book for 
children, which he had w ritten jointly with h is w ife, 
published in 1937. Although one might think him at 
least as deep ly  immersed in  m ythology and folklore as 
Tolkien, th is  does not show up in the  book. Pasha th e  
Pom te lls  what happened w hen a sedate  family un der­
took to take care of a m ischievous Pomeranian puppy  
called Pasha. Also in  1937 appeared The J u m p ing  L ions  
o f  B orneo  w ritten by J.W. Dunne, ph ilosopher and Fel­
low of the Royal Aeronautical Society for h is children  
Christopher, 7, and Rosemary, 5. Nobody rea lizes that 
these  lions can jump higher and fur th er  than any  
kangaroos and when they  are captured and put in a 
zoo th ey  jump out of their enclosure  at' n ight and 
cause  havoc. They communicate with other animals 
using  the u n iversa l language, the  one which is  known 
to all animals, the one which human b ein gs used  to 
speak once, although now th ey  cannot even  hear it. 
This does seem to parallel some of Tolkien’s  ideas.

This seem s a suitable place to mention another  
animal story . Rayner Unwin has admitted that, while

he liked The H obbit v e ry  much, his favorite book in 
1937 was Dan th e  Dog D etective . That was actually  
published in  1934 so he was probably thinking of the  
Bequel More A bou t Dan by George Wright 1937. Dan is  
the leader of a gang of stray  dogs. When there  is  
sh eep w orrying in the neighborhood the gang comes 
under suspic ion so they  keep watch and find the cul­
prit. They have a feud with the cats Who are stealing  
the b est b its  from the d u stb in s. Not quite in the same 
cla ss  a s  The H obb it

In On F a iry  S to r ie s  Tolkien regretted  that the  
idea of fa iries as diminutive was a leading one in 
modern u se . There is  p len ty  of what he called 'flower 
and bu tterfly  m inuteness’ in contem porary child ren’s  
books. A typ ica l example is  B y  A erial to  F airy land  by 
Winifride Woodcock 1937. Susan Jane m eets a sp ider, 
again not frigh ten ing , who slin g s up an aerial and 
lis te n s in  to the broadcast of tw ilight talks from 
Fairyland. He in v ites  her to lis ten  in  with him and 
g iv e s  her a pair of headphones made of two acorncups 
joined by tw isted convolvu lus stem s. Here is  a sample  
of what she hears.

Susan Jane heard a beautiful voice  like 
the  sound of a sunken bell tossed  by the  
w aves of the sea.

’We call you, dear lan d-folk , from our 
playground on the shore. Our even ing  revels  
have begun . The Moon is  making a silver  
pathway over  the  water to our fee t. Many 
S ea -S p rites have begun to dance along the  
g lin ting  Moon-Way. This is  the hour when 
Moon-Beam Fairies come to join us. Oh! The 
merry times we have on starry  nights!

’But before we frolic, much has to be 
done. Each Sprite has been b u sy  in  the twil­
igh t hour. Some have rescued  stranded baby 
crabs; o th ers have ten derly  put back stran ds  
of sea-w eed , torn asid e  by eager  boys and 
gir ls . These children have played here dur­
in g  the  lon g -d ay ligh t hours. Shallow pools of 
d eligh t have been tidied and cleared, sea -  
u rch in s pu t back in their hou ses, and all 
liv ing  creatu res have been looked after.

Some w riters were more su cc essfu l even when 
w riting about delicate bein gs. In 1935, Stella Gibbons, 
who three  years previously  had w ritten Cold Comfort 
Farm, wrote a child ren’s  fantasy  called The U n tidy  
Gnome.

The story  takes place in Norway where the Pine 
Tree E lves kidnap the e ld est daughter of a w oodcutter 
in an attempt to stop him felling  trees. Tolkien might 
have fe lt  some sym pathy with them. The Field Fairies 
try  to rescu e  her. The Elves and Fairies are typica lly  
dim inutive — about as big a s  the little  fin ger  of your  
right hand, and y e t there is  a certain  aura about 
them. When Gerda f ir s t  met Fand the P rincess o f the  
Field Fairies we are told

Gerda never forgot the stran ge, cool 
touch of the  Fairy’s t in y  hands, and the  
feath ery  brushin g of her w ings; it  was one 
of the  few  fa iry  th in gs she remembered long  
years later, after  she was grown up, and 
when sh e was an old , old woman with grand­
c hildren of her own, sh e  would tell them  
about it, and how unearthly and sw eet it  
fe lt .

At one point Fand sin gs son gs about the  wind 
blowing over  the g r a ss and enchanting the  hearts of 
Mortals — here there  is  a genuine echo o f Faerie.
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Several children’s  books of the period sh o y  the  
influence of Celtic mythology.

Patricia Lynch began a long series of child ren’s 
books in Irish se ttin g s with The T u r fc u t te r s  D onkey  
1934. This includes a magic pool in which Seamus and 
Eileen, two children, can see  what they  wish looking 
forward to the Mirror of Galadriel and a ride on an 
unfriendly eag le’s back for Seamus. The children go 
back by the Road of Dreams into the time of the  
heroes of Ireland, m eeting f ir s t  Finn and his com­
panions and then the F irbolgs and the Danaans. The 
Road of Dreams idea which we know from The Cottage  
o f  L o s t P lay  (Book o f  L os t Tales, P art 1) was a theme 
which occu rs in the work of other w riters in  the  
early 20th Century.

Another in teresting  story  is  Ella Young’s  The Uni­
corn  w ith S ilv e r  Shoes  1932 which recoun ts a serie s  
of adventu res experienced by Bailor’s  son. The char­
acters include Mananaun, King of Faeryland, his son 
A ngus, the  Pooka and several Kelpies. She wrote the 
book for two children. There is  one story  where Bai­
lor’s  son and his friend Flame of Joy are far from 
home and seek help from the Cat of Cruachan who 
agrees to help them if they  can answer some ridd les. 
Though the  Gollum chap ter  p robab ly  w as w ritten  
before th is book was published there is  a great simi­
larity in that in each case su cc ess  in answ ering  
ridd les is  to be rewarded with help in escap ing  from 
a difficult situation.

"Try me with a question," said Flame of
Joy.

"I will," said the Cat, "w ha t is  th a t you  
f in d  w ithou t se ek in g , s e e k  w ithou t fin d in g , 
a nd  c a r ry  abou t w ith  y ou  because  y o u  can­
n o t be  r id  o f  it?"

"Let me think," said Bailor’s  Son, "it’s a 
riddle like what the F irst Lord a sk s when 
I’m lonesome in the e ven ings. There is  only 
one true answer to a riddle!"

"It is  a riddle," said the Car, "and if  
one or other of you can answer it, I will 
take you across the mountain of the Silver  
Unicorns."

"W hat is  i t  th a t one f in d s  w ithou t s e e k ­
ing?"  repeated Flame of Joy, c lasping his 
head w ith his hands and rock ing to and fro  
as he sat, "what is  it  one find s — Perhaps 
it  is  the Pooka, one alw ays m eets him where  
no one would expect him."

"It is  not the  Pooka," said the Cat.
"Maybe it  is  the wind," said Flame of

Joy.
"It is  not the wind," said the Cat.
"I have it," shouted Bailor’s Son. "I 

know the answer. It’s like a riddle the F irst 
Lord gave me once:....

"I know the answer to that ridd le. The 
one true answer:

"A thorn  in  th e  to o tf '

For th is  rep ly  the Cat takes them part of the way 
and they  take their leave

They climbed to their fee t in the space  
“betw een his broad sh oulders.

"We thank you, noble Cat of Cruachan,
Jewel o f Two Worlds," said Flame of Joy, "for 
the help that you have g iven  to us. May 
your shadow — golden in  one World, ebon in  
the other — never grow less!"

"May the wind bear you ligh tly ,” said  
the  Cat o f Cruachan.

These w ish es are sim ilar to Gandalf’s farew ell to 
the eagles. "May the wind under your w ings bear you 
where the su n  sa ils and the moon w alks’ and the  elf  
king’s farewell to Bilbo "May your shadow never  grow  
le s s .’

Later when they are still far from home they  meet 
the cat again and he a sk s another riddle

"What i s  i t ,"  said the Cat, " tha t goes  
w ith  e q u a l s w i f tn e s s  o v e r  la n d  a n d  sea , 
c a rrie s  no  r id e r , an d  le a ve s  no  tra c k  o f  i t s  
ru n n in g ? "

When Flame of Joy g iv e s the correct answer ’the  
shadow of a cloud’ the takes them the r est of the way

I have not d iscovered any fantasy  which relie s on 
the Nordic trad itions as Tolkien’s The H obbit does. It 
is  not only the cou n try -sid e  with its  black fo re sts  
and m ountains, nor the ch aracters-d w arves, Beorn, 
e lves rather than fa iries, but the whole atmosphere  
and e th os exemplified in Fili and Kili’s deaths defen d­
ing Thorin. It is  th is rew orking of old trad itions in  a 
new way which is  one of the most original a sp ec ts  of 
The H o b b it It has an atmosphere and air all of its

There w ere other fantasy  c la ssic s  published in the  
1930’s  and each has the  same mark of indiv idu ality , of 
creatin g  som ething new or of telling  som ething old in  
an e ntire ly  new way. Mary Travers produced M ary  
P oppins  1934 and M ary P oppins Comes B ack  1935. The 
su pereffic ien t and magical nu rse  Mary Poppins is  
redeemed from perfection only by her van ity . The film 
was deligh tfu l to those  who had n o t read the books 
but a s  one who had grown up w ith the  originals I fe lt  
it  did not approach them in any way. Hugh L ofting’s  
Doctor D olittle  stor ies  appeared over many years from 
1920 u n til th e  1950’s . Dr. D olittle  s u c c e s s fu lly  
ach ieves what Tolkien in On F a iry  S to r ie s  called ’one 
of the primeval d esires that lie  near the heart of 
Faerie, the  desire  of men to hold communication with 
other liv ing  th in g s.’ In Dr. D olittle  several humans 
learn animal sp eech a s they  would a foreign  language  
which is  perhaps not quite the  same as the 'magical 
understan din g  by men of the  proper language of 
birds b easts and tre es’ referred  to by Tolkien nor the  
same as the speaking eag les, raven s and th ru sh es of 
The H obb it On the other hand Dr. Dolittle learn s the  
languages and stu d ies  them exactly as a ph ilologist 
would learn and stu d y  various human lan guages. He is  
as engrossed  in  animal lan guages as Tolkien was in  
the  human languages which in terested  him. Tolkien 
actually  m entions a made up language or code called  
’Animalic’ in A S e c re t Vice but th is  was not an attempt 
by  his friend s to speak to animals but u s in g  animal 
nam es a s a code for  o th e r  w ord s. Many o f Dr. 
D olittle’s  animals were v ery  dom esticated like Beorn’s  
doing household chores.

Beorn spoke to h is animals in a queer language  
like animal noises turned into talk. In The Voyages o f  
Dr, D olittle  the  Doctor makes some fun ny click in g  
n o ises with his tongue and in resp onse  Dab Dab the  
duck housekeeper b rin gs a ligh t. It is , perhaps, not 
su rp rising  that P riscilla Tolkien said that her father  
ve ry  much approved of the Dr. Dolittle books. He 
would no doubt have liked to stu d y  animal languages  
with Dr. Dolittle.

John M asefield’s The Box o f  D eligh ts  1935 is  a 
ve ry  complex book incorporating many fantasy  e le­
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ments including v is its  to the past u s in g  a magic box 
which can also reduce you to a dim inutive s ize  or 
enable you to travel with great sp eed . It is  a unique  
work spoilt only by the la st page in  which the  whole 
is  revealed as a dream, a mistake M asefield did not 
make in h is earlier The M idn igh t Folk.

A character as individual a s Mary Poppins is  Wor- 
zel Gummidge who appeared in  books by  Barbara 
Euphan Todd in  1936 and 1937. Worzel Gummidge is  .a 
ca n ta n k er o u s old scarecrow  w ho is  in g en io u s  in  
ap p ro p ria tin g  a n y th in g  he w an ts and com p lete ly  
unable to see  any point of view  except h is own. He 
also haB the habit o f in terp reting  any statem ent quite  
literally . The follow ing has the  flavor of the f ir s t  
encounter betw een Bilbo and Gandalf. Worzel Gummidge 
is  asked by  someone:

"And now, can you te ll me which of  
th ese  roads will take me to Scatterbrook?"

S u san  c lu tch ed  John’s  arm a s  sh e  
waited for the answ er.-

"None o f ’em will — nor any  other road 
neither."

"But I am stay in g  in Penfold, and was 
told it  was only a sh ort walk from there  to 
Scatterbrook."

"Ooh aye!" agreed  Gummidge. "So ’tis."
"Then which road shall I take?" The 

little  man’s vo ice  sounded qu ite im patient.
"You’ll not take any  road, not if I can 

help it. That’s what I’m here for to stop  
people takin’ roads or anyth ing  e lse  either."

"I beg  your pardon — " the  little  man 
put up one hand to his ear. He sounded  
un believ in g  and y e t rather annoyed too.

"And b egg in ’s not allowed neither."

Now I am going to fin ish  by looking at a book 
which is  ju st  a little  earlier than the  o th ers and 
which was d e fin ite ly  an in fluence on The Hobbit, that 
is  The M arvelous Land  o f  S n e r g s  by  P. A. Wyke-Smith, 
1927. Tolkien wrote to W.H. Auden on June 7th 1955 
that his children liked The H obbit well enough but not 
any better  than The M arvellous Land  o f  S n e rg s .

They are sometimes hard up for a rea­
son for a fea st, and then the  Master of the  
Household, w hose job it  is , has to hunt for a 
reason , su ch  as its  being som ebody’s birth­
day. Once th ey  had a fea st because  it  was 
nobody’s b irthday that day.

The story  is  about a se r ie s  of adventu res shared  
by two children Sylv ia  and Joe, and a Snerg called  
Gorbo. It might seem that the  children are in tended  
to be the true heroes of the  book but th ey  are mis­
chievous and th ou gh tless and do not grow w iser dur­
in g  th e  s to r y . Gorbo w ho s ta r t s  ou t e v en  more 
thou gh tless  and is  indeed reprim anded by  his king  
for lack of care of the  children actually  becomes far 
more resp onsib le  and th in ks about what he is  doing, 
so that in  some w ays h is part in  the  book reca lls that 
of Bilbo and the children that of the Dwarves. At one  
point th ey  pass through a wood which has much in  
common w ith Mirkwood.

But it  was ge ttin g  dark; the  sk y  was 
now hidden by a roof o f matted leaves, and 
on all s id es and above them the thick smooth 
branches tw isted and crossed  and locked  
together. The air was damp and smelt of 
mould and old moss, and there  was a horrid 
silen ce . A great lea th er-sk in ned  bat flickered
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past them, almost brush in g  again st Sy lv ia’s 
hair’ so  that sh e  ducked and gave out a 
little  squeal.

Gorbo at last swarmed up one of the  
b igger  trees and, a fter a lot o f stru gg lin g , 
managed t» force his way out through the  
leaves, d istu rb in g  num bers of bats that came 
flopping and w heeling about. Joe had to put 
his arms round S ylv ia’s head and hide it  as 
well as he could un til the foul th in gs had 
gone to se ttle  e lsew h ere. A minute or two 
la tter, Gorbo came slidin g  down.

"It’s  all right," he said . "I couldn’t  see  
much e lse  but leaves, but I saw the su n  so I 
know which way to go now. The sun is  ju st  
over" — here he stopped and thought and 
scratch ed  his head. "Yes, I think it ’s over  
that way. You see  I got tw isted round a bit 
coming down."

They followed him again, w orking their  
way over  and under the branches. After a 
time he stopped and thou ght again; and then  
b e gan  clim bin g  and c r e e p in g  in  an oth er  
direction — it  was all clim bing and creep ing  
now. Then he stopped and looked at them in 
dismay. The horrible w rith ing grey  tru nk s  
surrounded them on all s id es like an ugly  
giant net, in  a gloom so deep that their  
sh apes were lo st to the eye  a dozen yards 
away. Gorbo, the c lever  one, the woodsman, 
had done th is  th in g . They were lost.

F eeling resp onsib le  for the dan gers which waylay  
him and the children as a resu lt  of th is escapade  
Garbo does every th in g  he can to bring the children  
sa fely  home, even  search in g  fearfu lly  at night for 
mandrakes for a w itch who had promised to help them. 
On read ing the book one fee ls  that Garbo could easily  
have been a cousin  of Bilbo.

H aving looked b r ie fly  at c h ild r e n ’s  lite ra tu r e  
contem porary w ith The H obbit one can see  certain  
sim ilarities and common in te re sts . Fantasy was not 
uncommon but few  treated it a s  seriou sly  as Tolkien. 
This is  perhaps due to h is incorporation of the Nordic  
in fluences into the  story . Norse sagas and legen ds  
w ith their aw areness of im pending Ragnarok have  
alw ays seem ed more seriou s, closer  to the  deeds of 
ordinary men than those  of the Greek and Roman cos­
mology and legen d s. Other child ren’s books have sim­
p listic  good and ev il. Tolkien in  h is debate on the  
dragon’s  treasure  show s the sort of conflictin g claims 
with which we are all too familiar today in  p laces like  
P alestine and C yprus and Ireland. U nfortunately su ch  
problem s are not easily  solved but Tolkien and Bilbo 
do their best. In Victorian times deathbeds had been  
plentifu l in  ch ild ren’s books but the  deaths of Thorin, 
Fili and Kili are unusual for their  time. The H obbit 
s ta rts  out a s  a good ch ild ren’s book but as Tolkien 
g e ts  fu rth er  in to  the story , the in fluence of mythol­
o gy  w hich he had been creatin g  for many years g iv e s  
the book a more seriou s thread and it  becomes a 
great ch ild ren’s  book.

Notes

i I am gratefu l to John Rateliff for telling  me about 
th is  lecture  and allowing me to u se  his notes; also  
to F.R. Williamson, Executor of the Tolkien Estate  
for perm ission to include the  quotation.

1 The le tter  is  prin ted in  fu ll in "J.R.R. Tolkien: The  
H obbit Drawings, Watercolors, and M anuscripts," 
Patrick & Beatrice H aggerty Museum of Art, 1987 
(c. 1987 M arquette U niversity)
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eradicate, and not le ss  tem pting to the characters for 
all that. Alas, the later work seem s to have more 
plausibility  on its  side; between the two books lies the  
dark chasm of the two world wars and the p resen t 
threat of nuclear annihilation. It is  amusing but also  
somewhat shock ing to perceive  that Stoker in 1897 
ju st did not imagine that ev il could be so ev il, or that 
so  many so u ls  a s  T olkien im agin es could se ll  
t h e m se lv e s  in to  a s t a te  so  n e g a t iv e  and
self-contrad ictory . Indeed, the nightmare of modern 
civilization has deepened.

On the brighter sid e, the sw eet dream is  sw eeter, 
since Lorien and Valinor are more idyllic  and grander  
than the domestic happiness achieved by  Mina and 
Jonathan, p leasan t thou gh  th a t w as. The v e r y  
desperation also adds a note of hope, since ju st  as 
the acts o f Frodo’s  true personality continued to  
a ffect the outcome of the  q u est even  after it  had 
capitulated to the Dark Lord personality, so could  
o u rs. E ntanglem ent in  e v il does not p r e v en t  a 
c h a r a cter ’s  good a c ts  from in te r tw in in g  w ith a 
Providential pattern to produce a good resu lt. So, no 
matter how deep the nightmare g e ts , we still all have 
our m otives to keep  on our jo u r n e y  th rou gh  
M iddle-earth, with Elbereth and Luthien the  Fair 
firmly in  mind, and a friend nearby to hold our hands 
when we reach convulsively  for that Ring.
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the swordsman Istvan Di Vega. Sword and Sorcery, in 
the Robert E. Howard tradition, is  a much-maligned 
genre today; and it  can indeed inspire the shoddiest 
kind of commercial fantasy , yet in its  celebration of 
individual bravery and endurance in the face of dark­
ness  it has roots in  the sagas and ep ics of the  
ancient world, and it  cannot be separated from the 
history  of Fantasy literature as a whole. Paul Zimmer 
(like Howard at his best) is  c learly in  tune with the  
heroic philosophy that g ives life  to such stories, and 
w illing to put some sty listic  effort into expressing  it. 
He makes much use  of d iscree t alliteration and metric 
prose (I am sensitized  to th is, perhaps, by having  
heard the author read aloud from his work on many 
occasions): in some passages the w riting is  overdone 
and falls short of the mark, but in o thers it  is  str ik ­
ingly e ffec tive. There is , in the descrip tions of p h ysi­
cal combat, a sensu ality , grace and precision which I 
have found in  no other w riter. It is  indeed fortunate  
that the  heroic fantasy  genre, with its  many inherent  
limitations, should have a modern exponent of th is  
stature.
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