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The Lion Behind The Wardrobe
A door opening into d ream tim e; g rey  heather and afternoon  tea  g iv in g  way to  

black  t r e e s ,  so lid  in the f lic k e r in g  f ir e lig h t , th e ir  dryads s lip p in g  
s ile n t into the b on fire  c ir c le :  K ings and q u een s, 
su r v iv o r s  of too many life -a n d -d e a th  b a ttle s , g a ily  laughing  

a s  they to a st th e ir  health;
Star-w atch in g cen ta u rs, w ith  e y e s  fo cu sed  on the m illen ia ;
B ea v ers  and b ad gers; T alking M ice w h o'll ch a llen g e  anyone, w h ether he be  

giant or lion  or m arsh w igg le;
F aun s, ea g er  to be up and tram p lin g  down the g r a s s  of the D an cing Lawn;

And su lle n  dw arves who would shut th e ir  e y e s  to A s la n  if  he ca m e  
to s e e  th em  p erso n a lly , but b e lie v e  quite ea r n e stly  

in the leg  of r o a st at hand.
A p lace w h ere g ra in -sp eck led  gold b ru sh es aga in st a se ttin g  sunblue se a
w elcom in g the lio n -c lo a k ed  s a ilo r s  h om e, hom e to fe a s t  at C air P a ra v e l

ce leb ra tin g  th e ir  sa fe  return: F rom  the E a st, w h ere  the s ta r s  go to  slu m b er;  
F ro m  C a lo rm en e, a d e se r t  land, w h ere fre e d o m 's  bought 

at the c o s t  of iced  sh erb ert;
And from  T ereb in th ia , and a ll the oth er co u n tr ie s  the red lion  f l i e s  o ver  

in ru stlin g , com m anding d ign ity.
And the door sw in gs open again: One la s t  look at n ighttim e and N arnia,

s ta r s  sh in ing over the tow er of M ira z 's  c a s t le ,  lo rd s and la d ie s  a ll  
patiently  tread in g  the g rea t dance

until A sla n  c o m e s  to banish  the age.
D ix ie  C ochran
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