g e h A Journal of J.R.R. Colkicn, C.S. Leuwis,
@ (']')U(]“f-‘PUH(' Sociecy (T)g E : ; ]_,OR f Charles (Uilliams, and (Dychopocic Lcricioc

Volume 11

Number 1 Article 20

Summer 7-15-1984

Trees in Tolkien, and What Happened Under Them

Elizabeth Harrod

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore

b Part of the Children's and Young Adult Literature Commons

Recommended Citation

Harrod, Elizabeth (1984) "Trees in Tolkien, and What Happened Under Them," Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R.
Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and Mythopoeic Literature: Vol. 11 : No. 1, Article 20.
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11/iss1/20

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by
the Mythopoeic Society at SWOSU Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Mythlore: A Journal of
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and
Mythopoeic Literature by an authorized editor of SWOSU
Digital Commons. An ADA compliant document is
available upon request. For more information, please

contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.
To join the Mythopoeic Society go to: S U i Sl I
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm L &


https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11/iss1
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11/iss1/20
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmythlore%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1289?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmythlore%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11/iss1/20?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fmythlore%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu
http://www.mythsoc.org/join.htm
https://www.swosu.edu/
https://www.swosu.edu/

Mythcon 51: A VIRTUAL “HALFLING" MYTHCON
July 31 - August 1, 2021 (Saturday and Sunday)
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-51.htm

Mythcon 52: The Mythic, the Fantastic, and the Alien

Albuquerque, New Mexico; July 29 - August 1, 2022
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-52.htm

Abstract

Analyzes Tolkien's use of trees as symbols, using terms from Jungian psychology, Mircea Eliade’s studies
of myth, and Buddhism. Sees the four hobbits as representing different aspects of the ego in the journey
toward self-hood and individuation.

Additional Keywords
Individuation in The Lord of the Rings; Jungian analysis of Irish mythology; Tolkien,
J.R.R.—Objects—Trees; Trees in J.R.R. Tolkien

This article is available in Mythlore: A Journal of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, and Mythopoeic
Literature: https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11/iss1/20


http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-51.htm
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-51.htm
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-51.htm
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon-52.htm
https://dc.swosu.edu/mythlore/vol11/iss1/20



















Page58

2 Tolkien, "On Fairy-Stories,” in Tree and Leaf
(London: George Allen & Unwin, 1964), p. 40; original-
ly published in Essays Presented to Charles Williams,
1947,

3 Tolkien, Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics
(Folcroft, PA: Arden Library, 1980), pp. 21-22;
originally published 1936

Joseph L. Fontenrose, Python, A Study of Delphic
Myth and its Origins (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1959), pp. 491-492;
see also pp. 469-474 for discussion of the inter-
changeability of hero and dragon

5 Stephen Prickett, Victorian Fantasy
(Bloomington, IN and London: Indiana University
Press, 1979) 9-91.

6 Lewis Carroll A Tangled Tale (NY: Dover, 1958),
p. 6 ("Knot II. Eligible Apartmentsl); originally
published 1885

7 The Complete Grimms Fairy Tales, translated by
Margaret Hunt, revised by James Stern, with intro-
duction by Padraic Colum and commentary by Joseph
Campbell (NY: Pantheon, 1944).

8 Andrew Lang, The Green Fairy Book (London:
Longmans, Green, 1892), pp. x-xi. It is interesting
to note in this volume "The Enchanted Ring,"
translated from Ffenelon, a story in which a ring with
the power to make the wearer invisible is given back
to the fairies by the hero, as too dangerously
powerful for mortal use. Another ring conferring
invisibility is found in “The Dragon of the North,” an
Estonian story in The Yellow Fairy Book; King Solmon's
ring is given the hero by a witch-maiden, and she
takes it away from him after he has slain the dragon
(he U also aided by a good magician).

Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1954), p. 283 ("The Council of
Elrood").

0 Tolkien, The Hobbit (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1966), p. 247 ("Not at Home"); originally published

193711 101kien, Unfinished Tales (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1980), pp. 133-134.
Tolkien, "The Hoard," in The Adventures of Tom
Bombadil (London: George Allen & Unwin, 1962), p. 541
Lewis Surprised by Joy (London: Fontana,
1959), originally published 1955. The dif-
ferent spellmg is the difference between German and
Scandinavian sources.

Lewis, The Pilgrim's Regress (Grand Rapids, MI
Wm A. Eerdmans, 1958), p. 195; originally published

193315 | ois, The Last Battle (NY: Macmillan, 1956)
pp. 194 147
wis, Perelandra (NY Macmillan, 1968), p. 45;
urlglnally published 1944,
ewis, Dymer, in Narrative Poems, ed. Walter
Hooper (NY: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1969), p. 27
(Canto IX, verse 27).
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4. From a lecture by Dora Kalff, 17 January 1969,
Berkeley, California.

5. New Larousse Encyclopedia of Mythology.

Prometheus Press, the Hamlyn Publishing Group

Limited. Hong Kong 1968. pp. 352-353.

J.C. Cooper. An Illustrated Encyclopaedia of

Igz;gltlunal Symbols. Thames & Hudson Ltd. London

7. Timothy O'Neill. The individuated hobbit: Jung,
Tolkien and the Archetypes of Middle-earth.
Houghton M ifflin Conpany. Boston 1979. Page 36.

8. Barbara Strachey. Journeys of Frodo: An Atlas of
J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings.
Ball antine Books. New York 1981. Map 26.
9. Jana Garai. The Book of Symbols. Simon and
Schuster. New York 1973. Page 115.
C.G. Jung. Symbols of Transformation. Princeton
University Press. Princeton, N.J. 1976. Page 396.
Heinrich Zimmer, The King and the Corpse, ed.
Joseph Campbell. Bollingen Series XI, Princeton
University Press. Princeton, N.J. 1970. Pages

10.
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12 Raymnnd de Becker, The Understanding of Dreams and
Their Influence on The History of Man. Hawthorn
Books, Inc. New York 1968. Page 345.

13. New Larousse Encyclopedia of Mythology, loc. citm
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