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lies in the way in which Covenant is not
owed to flee the circumstances and
blems of either world,” the way in which
his human failings and guilt become his
weakness and strength. The conditions within
the primary world which deprive Covenant of
his Ith creativity, and  so
responsibility are exactly those that mit
him in the secondary world. And only when he

can ve with these weaknesses both
worlds, drawing disease and death to him like
cherished lovers, wi he function as a

genuine human being - h social commitment
and human involvement despite a knowledge of
weakness, shame, and guilt.

Unlike Tolkien"s fiction where the hero
can move from his home environment into a new
and wonderful world where his
spirit are reinvigorated,
Covenant nor the reader
respite. What is paralyzing in
world is doubly paralyzing the secondary
wor and from that paralysis arises the
foolish desire to escape. Although there is

no exit, paradoxically there is recovery
through an awareness and acceptance of the
vict zation at the heart of the human

condition,
mortality.

the acceptance of the fact of

Notes

1 Stephen R. Donaldson, Lord Foul's Bane
(New York: Ballantine Books [Del Ray], 1978)
pp. 258-259. Henceforth, references to tl
edition as well as the other Chronicles w
ited with the text. Lord Foul"s Bane
I be cited as volume 1; The IHearth War
Ballantine Books [Del Ray], 1978)

I be cited as volume Il; The Power That
Preserves (New York: Ballantine Books [Del
Ray], 1978) will be cited as volume I1l; The
Wounded Land (New York: Ballantine Books [Del
Ray], 1980) i be cited as volume I The
one Tree (New York:

Ballantine Books [Del
be cited as volume d
White Gold Wie Ballantine
Books  [Del Ray], be cited as
volume VI. Since most readers will have
access to the paperback editions, rather than
the hardcover, I have chosen to use them.
The only exception is White Gold Wielder
which is available only in hardcover.

Ray], 1982) w

ree and Leaf (London, Boston, Sydney:
unwin Paperbacks, 1975), p. 61.
3 For a summary of the important

s of the hero see Lord Raglan,

in Tradition. Myth. and
Walter Kaufmann (New York,
London and  Scarborough, Ontario: New
American Library, 1979), p. xi

4 Linden Avery, of course, is as much
victim and victimizer as Covenant. Her
father has committed suicide at an early age,
an act for which her mother blames her; when
her mother ized in the last stages
of cancer. s her, both to end her
suffering as to prevent her
recrimination against Linden for not stopping

Page 27

As long as
she is enmeshed
she acknowledges

the

When
the guilt, she is further
to self-awareness and human
until she goes beyond both escape and guilt
can she love Covenant fully and carry on the
quest.

Continued from page 13

Passage in 1961. There is also one in the
Penguin Classics series by A.T. Hatto.

14. Much as the greater world of Middle-earth lures
various hobbits out of the Shire

15. Such behaviour is”true of both bo and of
Frodo. Peregrin Took or Pippin found it vastly
more ifficult to refrain from asking
questions, and so, being extremely”curious I:ry
nature, he looked nto a palantlr and

nes in Chretien becme 2100 in the German

17. ITSW'C. Walshe, Mediaeval German Literature
(1962), p. 161.

18. M.0°C Walshe*s term for the Parzival (op-
clt.).

19. Compare Tolkien's continual stress on pity, as
in the remarks about Faramir

He read the hearts of men ... but what he
read moved him sconer to pity than to
scorm. (The Return of the King. 337)

20. The Inklings were brought into consideration of

‘through Charles Willians® work. His

novel. War In Heaven (1930 and, in a new

edition, 1947) is on this theme, as are many of
essin poems edited by C.S. Lewis in

nt work, Arthurian Torso (1948).

21. In Chretien's text in the H manuscript there
are references to Snowdonia in Wales which must
remind us of Tolkien’s Caradhras, the peak
north of Mori

22. See C.S. Llewis, “The Dethronement of Power”,
Time and Tide, October 22. 1955, pp. 1373-74.

23. B.g. Seville. Friuli, Drave (a tributary of the
Danube), as places, or Chretien de Troyes,
Gunther or Siegfried as peopl

24. For Kyot, see particularl Sacker . (op.

pp.112fF, and Mustard and Passage (0p-

2.

2. An introduction  to  wolfram's
p. 142.

21. ist  concept is  usually termed

‘graduallisn.” Cp. St. Thomas Aquinas.
Oportult ad hoc. quod in creaturls esset
perfecta Del quod diver: gradus
in creaturls invenlrentur™.

See J.F. Poag. “HInne' and "Graduallsmus' In

the works of Wolfram von Bschenbach (Dlss.

Abst. int., 1961).




