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Page 60
or corruption of perfection in order to create the various
evil characters in the work. His approach then is one of a
committed Christian and a medievalist.

Above and beyond this obvious conclusion is some-
thing much more profound with respect to Tolkien's writ-
ing. Itisalmostacommonplace toemphasize the greatcare
he has with respect to his use of language. Something that
has notbeen immediately evident to Tolkien's critics up to
thistime is that he is justas careful with his theological and
philosophical concepts as he is in the creation of language.
This study of evil in The Lord of the Rings shows that once
we get beyond the "good story” aspect of his writing, we
find an extremely complex and carefully worked out
philosophical system. Similar studies could be made with
respect to his notions of God, of justice, of truth, and of
being itselfto name only a few possibilities. In each of these
cases we would have to take into account both Tolkien's
Christian background and his medieval scholarship.

Philosophers have tended to ignore Tolkien as serious
philosophical literature because of its imaginative quality.
It has taken a long time for linguistic scholars to take him
seriously. Some of the theological ideas are easier to draw
to the surface than are the philosophical ones. There is,
however, a fruitful area of study available to philosophers
who are interested in the interplay of philosophy and
literature.
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