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Upon those ruins sunlight plays

makes green the site of other days
when family hands preserved with care
the red stone house then standing here.

Thick sandstone walls two stories high
staunchly the elements defy,

with vacant squares like staring eyes
their roof replaced by western skies.

Where wild grass grows was once a floor,
empty rectangle was a door.

Brave remnant of the bygone times,
inside the walls the ivy climbs. #

(MARJ MCAUSTER attended a rural elementary school in
Oklahoma County, was graduated Jrom Edmond High
School and received a degree with honorsfrom Central
State University. She has been active in Oklahoma poetry
circlesfor many years and still teaches a weekly class on
the writing ofpoetry at St. Luke’s School of Continuing
Education in Oklahoma City.)
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