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And during Civil War times, Ft. Nichols, seven 
miles southwest of the road, was built by Kit Carson 
to guard the Trail. Now a small thunderstorm was 
building across the grassy plains, far in the distance.

The vistas of the Black Mesa to the north and west 
were a study in neat, navy blue space. A park and tiny 
lake were ten or so miles off the main road, and there 
was even a “country store.” But the whole world 
seemed very quiet. I had seen only one or two of the 
3,000 inhabitants of Cimarron County since I left 
Boise City.

I looked for the high point in Oklahoma — over 4900 
feet — so celebrated in the tourist literature, but never 
found it.

I did find Kenton, though, what’s let of it. Kenton is 
not a town anymore. It’s a settlement of some houses, 
a church, and a little white building I’m sure was once 
the post office. It’s marked “Kenton, Okla.”, and it’s 
flying an Oklahoma flag.

I had driven as far as I could get from Stillwater and 
still be in Oklahoma. It had taken all day. Two miles 
west of Kenton, I crossed the New Mexico line, bound 
for Clayton, a motel, and some Mexican food. ■

ALVENA BIERI, formerly of Hobart, now lives and 
writes in Stillwater.

Illustration by Neal Acosta
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Debo’s

Footloose And  

Fancy Free
By Jeanne Ellinger

U n l ik e  m a n y  h is to r ie s ,  A n g ie  D e b o ’s O K L A H O M A :  
F O O T L O O S E  A N D  F A N C Y  FREE, an O. U. Press 
p u b l i c  a t io n ,  s p a r k l e s  w i t h  v i t a l i t y ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
a u th o r ’s e n th u s ia s m  a n d  l o v e f o r t h e y o u n g  a d o p te d  
sta te . In 1899, n in e -y e a r -o ld  A n g ie ,  s e t t l in g  w i th  her 
fa m i ly  in O k la h o m a  T e r r i to r y ,  b e c a m e  an o b s e rv e r -  
p a r t ic ip a n t  in th e  e x c i t in g  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  new  
sta te . S he  p re s e n te d  an e y e -w i tn e s s  a c c o u n t  o f  a 
y o u n g  w o m a n  g r o w i n g  u p  w i t h  O k l a h o m a .  S h e  
p re s e n te d  s ta t is t ic s  in a h u m a n  c o n te x t  as th e  b o o k  
c o m e s  a l ive  w i th  a n e c d o te s  a b o u t  th e  p e o p le  w h o  
fo rm e d  th e  fa b r ic  o f  th e  ne w  state.

W h i le  m o s t  h is to ry  b o o k s  f o l lo w  a c h ro n o lo g ic a l  
o rg a n iz a t io n ,  Dr. D e b o ’s has a s u b je c t iv e  pa tte rn . 
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s e p a r a t e  c h a p t e r s  a re  d e v o t e d  to  
p o l i t ic s ,  a g r ic u l tu re ,  th e  o i l  in d u s t ry ,  s ta te  parks , and  
re c re a t io n .  B u t  th e  tw o  c h a p te rs  e n t i t le d  ‘‘S o o n e rs  
o r  O k ie s ? ”  a n d  “ We M et S o m e  O k la h o m a n s ”  are 
e s p e c ia l ly  in t r ig u in g .  T h e  a u th o r  had  a sp e c ia l  ta le n t  
fo r  w r i t in g  a b o u t  th e  p e o p le  w h o  s h a p e d  th e  even ts  
ra th e r  th a n  th e  eve n ts  th a t  s h a p e d  th e  h is to ry .  In th e  
b o o k ,  n u m e r o u s  s to r ie s  are to ld  o f  O k la h o m a n s  w h o  
m ade  th in g s  h a p p e n  — l ike  th e  y o u n g  jo u rn a l is t ,  
M ike  G o rm an , w h o  e xposed  th e  d e p lo ra b le  c o n d i t io n s  
in s ta te  m e n ta l  h o s p i ta ls .  As a resu l t ,  im p ro v e m e n ts  
w e re  m ade  has t i ly .

M a n y  p assages  have a p e rs o n a l  to u c h  e x u d in g  a 
w a rm  n o s ta lg ia  re m in is c e n t  o f  s to r y - te l l in g  t i m e a t a  
f a m i l y  r e u n i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  w r o t e  a 
c o lo r fu l  a c c o u n t  o f  a y o u n g  c o u p le ,  B i l ly  and  C o ra  
Fox, w h o  s ta ke d  th e i r  la n d  c la im  on th e  C h e ro k e e  
S tr ip .

T h e  b o o k  p re se n ts  fa c tu a l  d e ta i ls  p a la ta b ly ,  o f ten  
laced w ith  e lo q u e n t  im agery . T h e  c h a p te r “ P lo w m a n ’s 
F o l ly ”  is f i l le d  w i th  v iv id  d e s c r ip t io n  a n d  w o rd  p lay. 
R e f  e r r i n g  t o  P a u l  S e a r s ’ s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  b o o k ,  
D E S E R T S  O N  T H E  M A R C H , D e b o  c o m m e n te d ,  “ It 
w a s  th e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  d r y  w in d  s c o o p i n g  u p  th e  
O k la h o m a  so i l  th a t  d ro v e  his p e n .”  S he c o lo r fu l ly  
c o n c l u d e d ,  “ M u c h  w a t e r  has  f l o w e d  u n d e r  th e  
b r id g e  s in c e  1889 — a n d  to o  m u c h  o f  it has been 
c o lo re d  w ith  O k la h o m a  s o i l . ”  ■

DR. JEANNE ELLINGER is the latest addition to 
WESTVIEW’s Editorial Board.
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