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By W e n o n a  L. D u n n

W e a r e  t e a r in c  d o w n  t h e  o l d . o l d  h o u s e .
(N o  ONE HAS LIVED HERE FOR MANY YEARS.)

HOW MANY MEMORIES DOES IT HOLD?
HOW MANY JO YS?  A n d  HOW MANY TEARS?

T h e  n a il s  a r e  r u s t y , t h e  b o a r d s  a r e  o l d  —
T h e  w in d o w s  a n d  d o o r s  a r e  l o n g  s in c e  c o n e :

As WE WORK I THINK OF TIMES CONE BY —
Ba c k  in  t h e  days  w h e n  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  y o u n g .

M o t h e r  has  w o r k e d  in  t h e  k it c h e n  — t h e r e :
A n d  b a k e d  t h e  b r e a d  in  t h e  o l d  w o o d  s t o v e . 

Fa t h e r  has  r ea d  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  — h e r e :
As THE FAMILY MET IN A CIRCLE OF LOVE.

H e r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  p l a y e d  a n d  l a u g h e d  a n d  c r i e d : 
C r o w n  up  a n d  m a r r ie d  a n d  c o n e  a w a y .

F r o m  t im e  t o  t im e  t h e y  a l l  c a m e  b a c k  
A t C h r is t m a s  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c ia l  d a y s .

NOW THE PARENTS ARE GONE. AND THE CHILDREN. TOO:
( T he  y e a r s  h a v e  s p e d  s o  q u ic k l y  b y !)

S o o n  t h e  o l d  h o u s e , t o o . w il l  be n o  m o r e .
As WE WORK I THINK I CAN HEAR IT SIg H.
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