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NOVELTY

secrets hat Old House

By Dick Chapman

What could ittell,what could it say

DICK CHAPMAN, now deceased,

ABOUT THE FOLKS THAT HAVE LONG GONE AWAY? formerly of Arapaho, shared this poem

Times there was music,one time there was song,

BUT ALL OF THAT NOW IS MISSING AND GONE.

TWO TWIN GIRLS ONCE DANCED ON ITS FLOOR.

Their father (a blacksmith)worked not far from the door.

The mother,alas,was with them no more.

The house that once stood with a river close by
NO DOUBT COULD TELL STORIES OF TIMES LONG GONE BY.
Times that were happy.Together were they.

Times when fierce storms near washed them away.

What could ittell,what could it say?
Many things that would sound strange to people today.
Times that were happy,some times that were sad,

Times there was laughter and the family was glad.

But as all things must pass,come this way no more.
We only can ponder,we only can guess,

AND HOPE THAT WHEREVER THEY ARE
THEY HAVE FOUND PERFECT REST.

memories of the good and bad

Last Rights

By Lu Spurlock

"Brother Micha was a good man"

THE PREACHER SAID.

"Minded his own business

NEVER CAUSED NO TROUBLE

PAID HIS BILLS ON TIME

AND CAME TO CHURCH EVER SUNDAY.

He never hurt nobody."

Grief contorted the preacher's face.
"Mercy!Lord, have mercy.

Brother Micha shot hisself."

itold that preacher
words might help us.
but gettin' riled up

wouldn't help Micha.

Micha stood in the path of winter
because not hurtin'nobody

wasn't enough.

LU SPURLOCK is aprize winning writer and writers’ workshop director from Bedford, Texas.

42 Westview. Winter 1988

with his niece Wenona L. Dunn, who has
passed it on to WESTVIEW.
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