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MEMORIES
sad hope

The Last Words

BrII was an alcoholic and a
Yenne Sundance ceremonial
trad lonaljst in the most determined
manner. He and rest of the local
alconalic tribesmen lived under the
‘tree”: the “tree” was a stunted elm
near the railroad tracts on the outer
frty -limits, and 1t offerg both reful?
rom the ot western Oklahoma sun
and, secl us]ron from the domrnant
soclety ecome. too
di frcu t 0 deaI wrt Durrnﬁ the
summer months, Billy and s frrends
lived under the treg; but when é
cold season arrrve theX moved Into
an empty railroad boxcar near the

BrII had been ambitiou a

oun man and had attene astate
niv srz/ hut d rwe out after two
semesters. He had wanted to sfudy
Indian art or to ecome a socia

orker t 10 enne people,
utitouna thap ldran me/ r}nreg ;
Retter lf ttheél were not proud. Since
e could ome none ethrn%s he
wanted to be, he turned to the. most
immediate way to coBe with his
fallure---—-getli nddr nk and remrn
scrgg about the hmeg hig B\eoge had
Ve §prou y on the Southwest

rII wa a stacky, aeI ch sted
Inr?r wrt thr(h a arrt twas
Parte h mrdd and hunlg ooser
ohiss oéun ers. Hrs es \ere

%tiurnte nearly tiie color of his
Ir. He was constantly on the verge

32 Westview. Summer 1989

By James M. Fire

of being drunk: and when he walked,
he stumbled, rarsrng his right le I-I% and
foot as rfcrm ing astarrw was
awaﬁ]sa an meanc oI
e was feeling good, he wouId
dance around the tree beatrng a
cardboard hox with a stick, ds
substrtute or the tradrtronal rum,
srn1grng the songs of his Peope
oward all %Brl was kind
an courteous and had the &rncann
% o fJok% with others an laugh-at
Imse rch rsunusua to the
ﬁ]ersona It\t/ro te unquyenne
ale. He woul ca
Bre cher,” an at rrstI
erstand untrI | was toI that an
P le” 15 an Ind ranworsre on the
?nusr |de but White (Anglo) ont
%n he first came to our Mission
Church, he was ﬂrun an
stumbling, and t (members oftn
con%rega jon sto[pup whatever they
were d rng and rned to ookat him.
He was from a amrly eenne
orators, and he woufd stand a
words, that were sa and wonde f
%ometrmes e Wou t
feeIIyn death and th art o

| remember durrn one of our
Mrssron revrvas th

Was after ongota % e
wee ong hrnPes at had lan gd him

Inhtseoa;te})rlltla andea\i\sas ver aII er
Vi
Hrd’nh sat on the %ac}ﬁO -OW %e Y

and began to weep. After the service,
| hurrigd to the last oew and deRIeted
all efforts In witnessing my faith to
him. | could see raging’in his chest,
but hrs spirit and will" were like
granite He left the Mission with his
War yet raﬁrn%

Ori one Rot Jul evenrn [ was

summone 0] th tree g/a antrng
eyenne out whohdrun several
0cks to M home. Wh enIarrrv% fat
tetre Br gse eswereroe
cose as |4er Ing
uncont ro abI and IS Speech was
unintelli rbe De lirium tremors were
not unusual to Billy, and this time
Was_ 10 exception.

Billy was rushed to the ho%ﬁrrtal
when'1 was allowed to see hi B
doctor was bendrnﬁ over Billy’
and was rrngrnpg6 im aroun to
conscrousnes 500N as I saw that

ewas stru grng to open his eyes, |

%w that fe'wa %orn to pe a
rignt, and | would Convert hrmtomy
Christian faith this time. Once his
eVes were ogen ne began to goke

hen Jn earhest, | be anto eak to
hrmo C rrstJ 1e Sof of God. was

ete rneda knew tha]t n(o
b g
U
once e shooi vro?entt1 for a shg
moment.
I was S e that BrI wouId listen
when | asked pim wh ewasrirh
R]resent conaition, His eyes ngu
isty, and sometime he would weep



aloud. Indrnn men never embr ce, 50 |
ﬂraspe Bl (yjshand and Vp eade ,t,hat
e take the God of the “Ve’hoits,
Ve hoits” is the Cheyenne word for
teWhrte ﬁoerson the A n?

Silence filled the hospital. room, and
finally Billy turned to fis side and
turned his ack on me He related
tathas no longer his Cheyenne
brother and that he would not talk
face to face to me and not tos eak to
the Ve’ hoits G uretz
determined, he stated that he would
Irveasa he ennean |e?sa

aye]n,e,an that no* ao

cher” would ever saRP he last
wor S over his grave if fie should die.

Months assed before [ heard that

?/was |nt e north country, on the

hern Cheyenne Reservat on in
Montana visI ng with his re atrves

ememor of Billy would fade In
and out ofm thoughts, and there
were moments that compassron was
mixed with frustration.

[ was com Ietrnd th/frnal
%)porntmen earin t Western

klal omaln ran Parrs I enI
{ﬁcewe wr from Ba Ks mbot ert

at he had been killed by a blow to
the head i a drunken fight while he
was in Montana. She requested that |

Ilustration by Cindy Koehn

offrcr te BrII ner
step P Lhrnd'i the uI rt to.
saX the as wor S over Br t earr
Was h f sadness

eeg sense
urrounddme [T mein []edt
onely tree, the forced-la Wq ter 0
ost ones, the tears that words cou
not stop, and the Cheyenne songs

BANR
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that the lost ones could not remember
to sing correctly. | had always felt
strange |n Billy’s world.
saw t at Brllgse Vs were cIosed
his hands were crossed over his
chest with a beaded feather-fan in his
right hand, and his face had heen
painted dredb Sythe heyenne and
eyote rest Wralgrped around this
ders was the blue and req
Ianket of his tribal clan, and Indian
shawls of drfferent colors were placed
care ul )onert e bronze casket,
These shawls were later to be given
awa to BrII%/s relatives gnd friends.
Th esme of wine and to acco Was
gone T ewar was 1o longer raging
in Bill sc est.
adness became immense s |
remémbered the many conversations
natlhad had with Billy and the
thought of my failure tg'convert him
to my Christian faith. Suddenly,
there was a loud commotion at the
rear of the church, and all the peaple
turned and looked'as a yount%
Intoxicated Cheyenne man stumbled
through the door, feu against the
pew at down and began to weep
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