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EVENTS

On June 20, 1988, Weatherford,held a Thomas p.Stafford Day.Judge and Mrs.
John Allen Phillips lof Durant sponsored a writing contest for EDITOR THOMAS’

ENGLISH COMPOSITION CLASS. The First-,

First-Place winner, Stafford Day Writing Contest

Second -
PUBLISHED HERE. JUDGING WAS DONE BY THE PHILLIPSES.

and Third-Place papers are

HOMETOWN BOY FLIES HIGH

-Ey EtE/2"
[namuch-deserved cerem Soviet Air Force Major General
Gen. Thomas P. Stafford wa??tgolo Alekse ALeonovan gowetfltgh
bg his hometown Weatherfor enlgme r Valeri Kub asov Were
ceremon took ce on June 20, 1988 alehsonal |nV|te nyStafford |mself
near the riord C"X Hall. There 0 went fo usszito do so, Other
10 onorSta or were %mtartes members of theA o lo- \,\}'“Zf'ght fo
mc udtn at erfor s r. Gary  attend were Stafford’scre King

Rader, a the two Russm Cosmo-
nauts Soviet Air Force Major General
Aleksey A LFonov and Sowet flto

module pilot Donald K Slayton and

engin erV er| ybasov, Wit
wrom Sta 8 ade istory 'in the
summer of 1

AItthou%l]t the 0i t acefI| ht invol-
vin eet| een astronauts
a cosmonauts made a htséortc Ieag In
orel nhelattons Staffor hﬁ de
many other ¢ rﬁrt utjons to t esHace
g ram and has also managne
Bl
Ht a55| ned toahe 8em|n|
%ro ect T ree safter t}ts second

Ini (Ii ht et gcame emtssmr;
fwrﬂtn vé\l/?ac t&% Eace) o ne 18(?9
final A o

ren ezvous between a
Russian shtg fo test a mechantsm f at

R
Sta ord met the two Ru

ace fli Ungtt Waji

Slan cosmon-

commgnd module pilot Vance D. Brﬁ

ddition to these distinguished
uests the creator oft e statue,
Te%nsatr tueCI}‘/léltr orﬁa gta ecrlg thtrte
feet taﬂ and shows t esuq) ?t

Face suit used for the A# ?o Soyuz
flight. The bronze statue shows

Here |s a Lastt tribute to Astronau
ar Ft rP native, Lt. Genera
homas P. Stafford.
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Stafford with his head tilted skyward
as If looking forward to his next sPace
flrght ortof efuture of.a more brilliant
rogram, for activities in which
he ha been honored AIthough most
honors have been qovernmen |ssue
another honor that Weatherford
grven him was the renaming of Washrta
treet to_Tom Stafford” Streef on
anotner “Tom Stafford Day on
Sept ember71975 Inad%rtront ?
Stafford Street, Weatherford also
drsplays a Weatherford fla% which
Stafford carried on his last space

flight.

Second-Place winner, Stafford Day Writing Contest

A SPECIAL DAY

Monday, June 20, 1988 was a
special r?a/ In Wea her?ord The town
asn a ate I excitement because
Its home-town hero was coming
home. Store wrndows were decorated.
Red white, %nd blue f a%s werf
flying, and tetown was swollen
hPrre he sun was shrnrno
brr N %whrch added to the festive
eat erford was excirte
ecau%e Aeutenant General Thomas
E)osS taon(z)arutsand rt)heatr\ﬁo augsmrrr]r the
AoN 0l10-S0 ez P tﬁ tchphrm were In
hom comrn? festjval and
he de |cat|on of a thirteen-foot-high
ronze statue of Tom Stafford, A
ar ecrow \%t ered |nte t%/ Hall
i Tl
erem P/wou could feel
f]e excl eﬂtent build as at umﬁeter
StarS an ner
ayor argr Rader
20 “Thomds P. Staffo

ro aimed June
ay” as the
Crow warted anxrousy or'the
unverlrnq of the statue, Aloud chee
aros% asth irow waited anxiou
Oh e unveiling of the statue an fa
when the white covering was finally
removed from the statug. As the
ceremony enaed, | saw a variety of
reactions. Several people were
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Stafford’s last sPace flight was not
the astronaut’s last contribiution to the
United States. He was promoted to
Major General on August 9, 1975, at
which time he was

mander of the Arr Forc Flight Test
Center. 8, he” became

Duput Chrefof%ltaff Research Develop-

ment nd Acquisition, Headquartes

F after ern't\;/lgromote to Lieu-
tenant General on March 15. Lieutepant
General Thomas P. Stafford retired
from the Air Force on November 1
1979, but has continued to give expert
adrynrse to NASA and some private
Irms

U] Wit ol Tend, some tttkhe

Ictures S |US

Etatue The Thom sJP Sta?f(

was (as eclal time e ﬁuse It create
IneS ssortment of thougnts and
The f rst impression that H e

durrno ecer mon ﬁsaeern%
atriotism and pn The ceremony
ade me proudof the

ﬁccom lishments that Amerjca and
er space roHram have mae It

also evident that the eople ar un

arr]tedvrrlr?hat heLhas doneeor tﬁta o

ppointed com-

Lt General Stafford and W atherford

Stafford is oresently a private tech-
nical consultant for the aeros ace
Industrial busrness Grbrater
ration, Ltd. o a oma In¥ and
ranks as VrcePresr ent. T 0 a
Staffor started as a small town b
who followed his dreams into space
d paved the way fo success,
BR NT WILKS is a so homore at
SOSU with an undecided major. He
lives in Clinton and commutes to classes.
Brent graduated from Clinton High

School'in 1988 His hobbies include
hunting, restoring old vehicles, and
reading.

\)/or (ary Rader look on during the
nveiling.

Weatherford community, Lwas .
remrnded that the Unrte/d States is
the greatest nation In the world and
nat We are tru }/ privileged to live In
rsﬂoreat count &y
e ceremonr S also created
fee#r s of ad |rat|o for General .
IO | SO S e acmiation i
w o[sJat neag nf/ IfeIta mrratron for
four s ace lights and his ma\ny
eracc Pents also f J
agarra lon for the ard wor
catron he had tPut or(s
accomplish what he has done. |
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