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PEOPLE

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Moore and daughters.
Photograph courtesy of the Moore family.

MIKE MOORE: EAKLY'S MR
BASEBALL

Oakland A who remembers Eakly

Eakly, Amenca population ap-
proxiniately a farming com-
munity in Caddo Count Oklahoma,
boasts of its cotton, its peanuts and
its.athletes, In particular its athlete
Mike Moore. Around Eakly, 29-

ear-old Michael Wayne Moore,
houghtof as Mr. Baseball, recently
signed athree- ){ear no- trade contract
with the Qakland Athletics after
R/itchlng six years for the Seattle

ariners. He Is every aspiring
gog %athlete sdrea comethg
nd ahero to many who have watc
him grow up. Many said that a kid
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from a small town could not become
abi é ue pitcher. Mike Moore
proved them wrong.

Moore, whogrew up.on an eight Y
acre peanut and cotton farm, actual
began his trek to stardom as an
eight-year-old EakIy Pee Wee pitch-
er Because of thes eed of his fast

hall, hIS onc}/ pltcht en onIy a few

people could be persuaded to be the
catcherfoerke Instead of changing
R/ltc ers, Eakly’s Pee Wee coaches,
elvin Scott and Lester Clear, who
still live in the community, rem-

By Mona Jean Suter

ember having to change catchers.

Mike’sfirst catchers on'the Pee Wee
team were John Buig and Yancy
Snow.. Snow, who still lives and
works in the Eakly area, remembers
well how good acold pop felt after
the game, not just to this throat but
also”to his stinging hand. He also
recalls other bruises ala Mlke Moore.

Once his eye caught a Moore pitch
that ricocheted off the batter’s plate
when the catcher’s mask was not in
its proper place. Melvin Scott remem-

bers too but says of Mike, “He had



the best control of any little kid |

ever saw.’
Sports became a part of Mike
before Pee W

Maore’s life long
ball, though. His mom sfamr
John Rolanéts were avid hall rp ers
The Rolands had nine children; and
those children even when grown had
frequent family get-togethers.
Usually their main form f enter-
tainment was a baseball gameamon%
themselves in which both big an
rtte erape artrcrpate Even at
three ‘ang four years of ae Mike,
annP with his brothers and Sisters.
uncles and_ aunts, cousrns and
arents mixed rtyﬁ Wh en Mike
asCJlus four, one 0 rsunces J.D.
Roland, whom many considered a
natural first basem n, commented
LoVernre Moore, Mike's dad, that he
elieved Mike had unusual Potentral
Vernie Glen, Mrke s brother who
is thirteen years older than Mike
and who now lives in Alaska, was
Probably the first tointroduce Mike
0 baseball. Vernie Glen and James,
alnother br%her of Mike’s who Is

ve yeaarseo aer argdta truck drcr;/tecr
wrt y pitc dlhrm zrfrons of

halls so he couId earn to bat, and
knocked him uncountable lieS_an
skmners s0 he could learn to field.

%ames rmﬁggaéoodprtcherdurmﬁ

Igh-sc ays, encourage
Mrkeqhou h Mike was not rffr%

t0 enco In fact, Mjke w
constanttJ ?nessm " wrth abasebaéﬁ
an watching baseb a Hec nsrsten
hounded { er% fo“ asg all
t me.” He often his
brotherVernhe Glen Ia %arnst
ohnny Benc % rt
ecame ahl Ieaguecat herforthe
Ckncrnnatr eds rr%ht out of %
school and who rec nty has_ Deen
named {0 the Baseball Hall of F%
H/an Binger, encF igh
schodl team, ar arc rrvaseen
today as the were during e(f
%c oo ys Mike also watche
aqseba television, and one day
stening to and watch rng Pee
Wee Reese and Dizzy Dean

afternoon basebaYI on te?evrsroH
Moore, who was two or three

Ltttwtt”vthttte .nt‘e‘ntreafr '”ogngntu
IvVIng. ruet

Eagaarmeear IShelr eroaf\r/crn thogl?etbaﬁ

g? ertooat)erné)named1 ahe Fiyst

tate All-Tournament Team his

senior year. Of course, his six-foot,
four-inch hejght as a senior didn’t
nurt nere ejter.

Hoot, a nickname that his mother
Oleta, gave him for no reason that
she can"come up with, continued his
way through public school and the
Midgets, Preps, minors, and Amer
ican Legion summer ball, making a
name for himself and his tast ball"as
he wenﬁ garning such honors as
State All Star

He gives many people credit tor
his success, Inclydi g his srster
Frances, whopatiently ( usuaR/
hauled him topractrces and his

Rarents who farthfully| followed
im to all th ose?ames IS parents
trips from Weather-

still make retzula
ford where heyhave retired, to see

(o mes.” He also gives mych
creditt rsr{unror Igh coach er
Buie, currently the superrnten ent
of schools In Eakly< and to hli %
schoalcoach, Mike Southall, now
superintendent at Washita Heights.
Moore says of Bure who by the way
IS hrs cousmttt athBure Wasdrnsttrhu
mena In getting him started In

rrecqron gne credrts Southaﬁ

wrth ving him a broader perspec-
tive dbout Daseball.

Another mainstay on Mike Moore’s
roster for success 1s_his hest buddy
Daryl Scales, his main public-sch oo|
and’summer-league catcher and
longtime friend. Mike says that he
and Scales were “naturals together
and seemed to think alike and there-
fore worked well together.” After

ames in high school or summer

all, these two could be found at the
ball park or in their yards practrcrng
trying to discovér what had
worked at the previous game and
what had gone wrong. On one occa-
sion, Moare’s mother, Qleta, was
watching Mike bat while Scales
tossed him the ball. She sug?ested
that Mike was standing too Close to
the plate. After adjusting, Mike
found that she. was exactly right. He
was always willing to follow advice
Scales sdys that he likes to think
that he pushed Mike to work harder
but hesayst at Mrkeawakhs work ed
hard at playing haseball. Moore and
Daryl Scales are true friends. Moore
took” Scales, as well as Joyce hrs
wife-to-be, and his mom with
when he went to Seattle to srgT hrs
contract with the Mariners. “Their
friendship remains constant; when
Mike returns to Oklahoma, he always

sees Scales. In fact, they usually try
o get in some coyote huntrng
aEort they both enjoy, in the Eakly

Moore also awards Larry Cochell
Oral Roberts Unrversrt)/ baseball
coach, Brewer, who Was
the prtchmg coach at ORU, mich
credrt for hrs SUCCEss. Though Mike
was drafted b theSt LoursCardmaIs
directly out hrg sc oo an Was
also ursued eavry Oklahoma
State Unrversrt 0] ahoma Univer-
sity, and the Unrversrty of Arkansas,
he'chose to attend ORU. His decision
was hased. on several factors: the
ORUfacrIrtres andafrve earscholar-

rgo ereg im, rsmohersstron%

esire for is college education an

e maturrt]y and rowth she feIA

?e could provide him. and wor
%nt 0 him from Johnny Bench, h

rdhood hero, to atténd coltege
betore going pro.

Moore agrees that ORU did mature
him. While he was there, Jim Brewer
made changesin Mike’ sprtchrn%;1
delivery. Up until this time, he ha
thrown'much like a catcher. Brewer
felt, and Mike came to agree that a
chan(fre in delivery would heip keep
him from injury and could extend
his career. “Brewer,” according fo
Moore, “*had fun with and truly
enjoyed baseball” an attitude that
was an inspiration to his Rla ers.
Moore say sthat Larry Cochell was
rnstrumenta ml&rettrng much expo-
sure for his ORU players. He say
“Cochell knew the oIrtrcs and the
right People to contact in order to
ard p ayers toward professional
careers.

While at ORU, Moore also played
College Summer Pro ball in Liberal,
Kansas, an experience he says that
built his confidence. There he was
named the Most Valuable Player
both his freshman and sophomore
years in the National Baseball Cong-
ress. During colleqe Mike, named
an All American, played on the USA
team to Cuba. Team members were
chosen for this honor because of
therr statistics and abilities.

During his three years. at ORU,
Mike mét and later married Joyce
Hart, a Costa Mesa California girl
Who also attended ORU. Married in

3, Mike and Joyce are the proud
Parents of twin two-year-old daugh-
ers Jessica Dawn and Amanda
Rae Moore and his famil
Ahwautukee. Arizona, a

live in
hoenix



suburb near where he trains. His
Younoest sister, Margaret, also
ives there and Is one of his most
avid fans as are her three sons

Devoted fans from Eakl
re[%ular trips to Arizona t watch

train and to Texas and to Kansas

City to watch ﬁ%wmls
teantcontest glayt e Rangers and
the Royals. TheseTans often wish he
Played inthe National League rather
Hatn éhe %tmernacan Iéeagoue becgtustg
| lonals he would
show off hls%attln abilities tgo As
a high-school wuwm%mm
was the pitcher; he often batted
cleanup; andlnlnssenloryear his
MW]WWEW%W m
aMm mw%wMOUmno
thc |n% aF the .designated

Itter and with four times at bat,
knocked a homerun and a doubw
Such fans as the Butch and Do

now fami |es the Ralpn Mor%an
am| “the Melvin Scotts, the Lester

e 5. and the Scales family r g

nMcMmmmmm wg
chance the %et The saMo Mik
ﬁ@ﬁganesngame |ke @fg

| W
mm%wmﬁ%%mEiys
anmawmwmvamma
C Fe)erlngtsectlonk 4]

resen ike an o ce are on
the state %a'\é |rect rs for the
Fel owshtg ofChrlsttaln Athl etes an
association in which he has been
gctlevre onrsnevne]rearloyears He gi \e/es go
S In_numerous w has
ade gifts of %aseba?% spikes,
ats, and catcher equi nnentto
Antencan Legion teams. He has
%%mmsmé%T le A'ers
ho have to provide their wne mo
ment. Moore doesn't or%et IS roo

ither: he |5|nterested| Eakly a
E fpfm\g donations fﬁ the akIy
|d and. to the Ea y Pioneer

Day ceebrahon He also does not
o{%e ans who are no longer
abl %nwe o|MM%m
watc im PI% egu arly visits

B fﬁmsw
xﬂeenwmuwm
n asmadeitbig, butbw
Eo means rememberi
ere he came. #

MONA JEAN SUTER was reared in
Eakly and later taught English therefor
over a decade; consequently, she is well
acquainted with her subject and his
family. For the past twenty-plus years,

she has taught in the SOSU Language
Arts Department.
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