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PEOPLE
Celebration of Slice of Life

Statue of Pioneer Woman
By Aaron A. Baker

Illustration by Canuky Alwert

W om an in b ronze 
in step w ith  sm all son 
w h ose  hand she ho lds
w ith  love and s t re n g th ------
as th e y  walk w ith  s teady  eyes 
to m u ff led  Ind ian  d rum s 
across  the ro l l in g  hills. . . 
and a s ilver hawk
g lides  e a r th w a rd ------
b a n k in g  aga ins t w h ite  c louds .

The l it t le  boy 
w ith  scu ffe d  boo ts  
k icks over b leached 
c o y o te  skull
in the  u n c h a r te d  grass. . . 
and feels his m o th e r ’s 
t ig h te n in g  grip .

The p ion e e r  w o m a n  in bon net 
w ith  a loaded k e rch ie f  on 
her o th e r  arm, 
carr ies  am ong  o th e r  th ings,
seed s------ in c lu d in g  her
beloved po rtu laca . . .
And the boy has litt le  
keepsakes in his pocke ts  
in c lu d in g  a rece n t ly  fo u n d  
b roken  a rrow head. . .
Both d re a m in g  of a new hom e 
and soft fu rrow s.
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