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MOUNTAIN VIEW

Dedicated Mountain View A rtis t
By Mickie Jeanne Bennett

Courtesy of Johnny Tracy II

Johnny Tracy  II is a prest igious a r t i s t f r o m  Mountain View; 
in fact ,  he has l ived in Mounta in View all his life. After 
g r ad ua t in g  f rom Mountain View High School in 1967, he 
m a r r ie d  a Gotebo girl na m e d  Mickey Garner ;  and the couple 
now has two sons, John III and Jay.

When Johnny f irst  began  as an a rt is t ,  he d idn’t do paintings.  
He began with let ter ing and s t r ipping  stock cars  dur ing the 
t i m e  he w a s  a t t e n d i n g  a p r i v a t e  d r a f t i n g  sc h o o l  in 
O k l a h o m a  Ci ty .  So for  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  he w o r k e d  
devotedly n ights and days.

Mickey Tracy  is also very ta lented  and is a grea t  
asset  to her  husband.  She does all the color coordinating,  
m a t t i n g ,  a nd  f r a m i n g  of his p a in  t in g s ,  th u s  l e a v i n g  
Johnny more  t ime  to c rea te  his works.

The type of work  Johnny does now is quite different  
f rom his ear ly works.  He now concent ra tes  solely on 
real ist ic  scenes of the Southwest ,  on wildlife, clowns, 
and c h a r a c t e r  studies.  A few of the med ia  techniques he 
uses a r e  w a te r  colors, etching,  and embossing.  Some of
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these techniques,  such as etching,  can  be tedious.  His 
real ist ic water  color pa int ings a r e  most ly of scenes  of 
the Southwest.

His works have been exhibi ted th roughout  the United 
S t a t e s  in pub l ic  and  o n e - m a n  s h o w s .  He h a s  won 
n u m e r o u s  a w a r d s  in j u r i e d  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l - j u r i e d  
shows. He has rece ived  a w a rd s  and mer i t s  th roughout  
the United States.  He has won pur ch ase  a w a r d s  severa l  
years  f rom the Museum of the Grea t  Pla ins .  In short ,  
i t ’s an unusual  y ea r  tha t  Johnny  Tracy  do esn ’t win top 
awards  in the shows in which he par t icipa tes .  In fact,  he 
won the BEST OF SHOW in 1986 in the Hobar t  Art 
Fest ival  and in the Hear t  of Oklahoma Art Show.

Johnny’s paintings hang in private and public collections 
throughout the country.  He also sells his paint ings at  his 
hom e  a nd  a t  a r t  f e s t i v a l s  a s  he t r a v e l s  a r o u n d  the  
c o u n t r y .  He h as  s p e n t  his  l i fe p a i n t i n g ,  e m b o s s i n g ,  
etching,  and using other media .  All of his works a re  
e a s i l y  w o r t h  a f o r t u n e  in c a r e  a n d  h a r d  w o r k

— not to ment ion their  dol lar  value.  The la rges t  p r iva te  
c o l l e c t i o n  of his p a i n t i n g s  is ow n e d  by th e  L i b e r t y  
Nat ional  Bank of Ok lahma City. And there  is also a 
collection of his works at  the Bapt is t  Medical  Center  in 
Oklahoma City.

Johnny,  Mickey, and their  family cont inue to ma ke  
t h e i r  h o m e  in M o u n t a i n  View,  s h o w i n g  p a i n t i n g s  in 
the ir  home. Johnny hopes tha t  som eday  soon he will 
have  a pr iva te ga lle ry in Mountain View. The Tracys 
enjoy being a r t i s t s ,  which m a k e s  all the hard  work 
wor thwhile.  (Writ ten dur ing S u m m e r  Session 1986 in 
Edi tor  T h o m a s ’ Composition c lass)  ■

MICKIE JEANNE B E N N E TT attended the Jane Brooks 
School for eight years and then graduated from Mountain 
View High School. She is now a Senior at SOSU majoring in 
Accounting and minoring in Computer.
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