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teacher-politician

YOUNG VOICES—

Country-Boy Governor
By Damon Green

■

W hile in office, P h ill ips  d id n ’t go 
along with P res id en t  R ooseve lt 's  
d ec r e e  that T h an k sg iv in g  would  
be o b se r v e d  on the fourth T h u rs­
day  in N o v e m b e r  in s tea d  of the 
f ifth  a s  it h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n .  He 
q uest ioned , “ W hy should  tradition 
be ch a n g ed  b e c a u s e  of the cr ies  of 
a few  p eo p le? ”

W hen Leon Phillips retired  the 
G o v e r n o r ’s c h a ir  to  R o b e r t  S. 
Kerr in January , 1 9 4 4 ,  the state  
had done a c o m p le te  about-face.  
Later, w h en  a sk e d  w'hy he ran for 
G overnor, he said that he had just  
w a n ted  to s e e  if an old country boy 
could pull th e  s tr ings  and run the 
sta te .  ■

DAM OX GREEN, son of Gerald and 
Kay Green, is 13 years old. He likes 
soccer and other sports; he has been a 
leading scorer for the Lasers, Clinton 's 
under-14 indoor soccer team and a 
member of the scholastic team.

Frisco Avenue looking west in 1908 - Clinton, OK.

Illustration by ROCKY SHEPHERD

L eo n  P h i l l ip s  g r a d u a t e d  from  
th e  f ir s t  A r a p a h o  H igh  S c h o o l  
g r a d u a t in g  c l a s s  in 1 9 0 8 .  A fte r  
that, he w ent on to teach  at the 
Keeler School north of present-day  
F o ss ,  Oklahom a. Later he w en t  to 
the U n ivers ity  of O klahom a and 
played on the sch o o l’s first u n ­
defeated  football team .

In 1 9 3 3 ,  he w a s  e lec ted  to the  
State Legis lature  and in 1 9 3 5  he  
b eca m e  the S p eak er  of the  H ouse.

W hile he w a s  the S p ea k er  of the  
House, and in the State Legislature, 
th e  b a d  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e ’s  
f in an ces  w a s  of great con cern  to  
h im . S o  h e  d e c i d e d  to  tr y  to  do  
so m eth in g  about the prob lem --to  
b e c o m e  a can d id ate  for the office  
of Governor.

A f te r  l e a d i n g  a f ie ld  o f  n in e  
can d id ates ,  including  the colorful 
Alfalfa Bill Murray, Leon Phillips  
w o n  in th e  l a r g e s t  D e m o c r a t i c  
P r im a r y  E le c t io n  in th e  s t a t e ’s 
history.

Although e lec ted  as  a D em ocrat,  
o n c e  in th e  o f f ic e ,  P h i l l ip s  i m ­
p l e m e n t e d  s o m e  v e r y  u n d e m o ­
c r a t ic  p o l i c i e s .  N a t io n a l ly ,  th e  
R o o s e v e l t  c a m p a ig n  w a s  r id in g  
h ig h  w ith  i t s  n e w  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
polic ies. Phillips tried to get the 
hospital in Clinton, Oklahom a, to 
be u s e d  to  h o u s e  th e  m e n t a l ly  
in sane  w ho  w ere  overf low ing  the  
other s ta te  institutions.
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